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the nectar of two edged SWord
and gave him the name of
Banda Singh, from the word
banda he had used for himself
proclaiming his allegiance to the

Guru.

Henceforth Banda Singh acted upon the
principles of Sikhism. He listened to the history of
the Sikhs with great attention. Hearing about the
mtyrdomomeﬁAqm Dev Ji and Gurﬁ
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~ Fatch Singh (a descendant of Bhai Bhagati), Karam
- Singh and Dharam Singh (descendants of Bhai

Blessed by Guru
Gobind Singh Ji, 4
who bestowed upon him a drum (Nagara), a
Nishan Sahib, Hukamnama and five arrows from his |
own quiver as emblems of authority, and :
accompanied by five Sikhs - Binod Singh, Kahan |
Singh, Baj Singh, Daya Singh and Ram Singh, he
set out towards the north determined to chastise the
tyrannical Mughal faujdar of Sirhand. As he reached
Punjab, Sikhs began to show their solidarity with
his mission, amongst the first to join him were Bhai




their disposal. Baba Ji, very generous as he already
was, began to spend money without any reservation.
He helped the poor and the needy. No one went
back empty handed after meeting him. It was
declared by the beat of the drum that whosoever
had been distressed by the authorities could file
complaint directly with the Khalsa.

Banda Singh Bahadar first resolved to commence
operations by teaching a lesson to the faujdar of
Kaithal for the attrocities committed by him and
then to attack Samana. In November 1709, Banda
Singh attacked Samana, the native town of Jalal-ud-
Din, the executioner of Gura Tegh Bahadar, and of
~ the two executioners - Shashal Beg and Bashal Beg
oA who had volunteered to behead Gurit Gobind Singh
S : J’s two young sons, at Sirhand.

Samanawasrcduccdmtoamssof




smoking ruins.

After the attack of Samana, Banda Singh
occupied Ghurham, Thaska, Shahabad and
Mustafaibad. The town of Kapuri near Patiala.
whose faujdar, Qadam-ud-Din, was notorious for
his atrocities on Hindus and Sikhs, was razed to the

! ground.
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| Next came the turn of Sadhaura, whose chief,
Usman Khan, had not only opressed the Hindiis but
had also tortured to death the Muslim saint, Sayyid
Buddha Shah, for having helped Gurii Gobind
Singh Ji in the battle of Bhangani. Babia Bandi
Singh marched towards Sadhauri to avenge the ;
torture and death of Pir Buddha Shih as per |
~ injunction of the Gurd. Pir Buddha Shih had

| fought the battle Bhangani from the Gura's side ‘
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: hlsﬁvc hundred followers and four sons. Two
__of his sons and about a







Singh’s march towards i b
girhand  punishing the S
evil doers. Wazir Khan g
held a darbar at Sirhand
and put the Sikh and
Hinda populace behind the bars.
He imposed restrictions on the troops. He ywae
feeling very much perturbed. Meanwhile, the Khil;
at Amritsar received the happy news of Baba Band;
Singh Bahadar’s destruction of Samani and
Sadhaura with satisfaction. The Singhs adopted 2

Gurmata at Akal Takht Sihib to devastate Sirhand
before retiring.




The Singhs from Western side marched towards
Sirhand via Kartarpur, Jalandhar and Hoshiarpur
after crossing Satluj towards the hjlls and passing
through Ropar and Kharar to join the Singhs being
led by Baba Banda Singh for a common attack. The
Singhs met the advancing troops of Babi Bandai
Singh on the Banur-Kharar road with sky rending
ovations of “Bole so Nihal - Sat Sri Akil”.

Nawab Wazir Khan saw his very end hidden in
this historic alliance. He conspired with the nephew
of Sucha Nand to join Banda Singh’s force and leave
him amidst the battle. But Baba Ji saw
through his plot and commented that




whosoever is not true to his salt, dies instantly. Qp
seeing his schemes a fatlure, Wazir Khan ry k
Haidri flag and proclaimed Jehad or a religious war
He personally held the commands of his troops. The
two opposing armies met at the historic plains of
Chappar Chiri where pitched battles were fought.
Wazir Khan was killed by Bhai B3j Singh in the
- battle of Chappar Chiri on 12 May 1710, and on 14
~ May the aty of Sirhand was captured. Suchi Nand's
- residence was reduced 1o ashes and the palace wa




Bhai Bij Singh, one of BabilR

Banda Singh’s companions, was B
appomnted governor of Sirhand.
Baba Ali Singh was designated as the
jdeputy governor. Bibi Bands Singh
Bahadar was now the virtual master of
territorics between the Yamuni and the Sutlej,
yeilding an annual revenue of thirty-six lacs of
rupees. He declared the Sikh rule in the liberated
territory. He made a declaration for the abolishment
of Jagirdari system and acted upon
the principle of ‘the land
to tillers’. He reduced
taxes and released
subsidies. He made the

old Fort of Mukhlisgarh,
in the safety of the
QHimalayas, his
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of roy .11(\
He assumed the style e ,@ﬁ,,
_ calendar X
and introduced a new ..-w ;df’,

'r_ 1§ capturc of
1! dating from h f

i ' S".hand He had new coins struc
| in the name of Gurti Nanak - Guru Gobind Singh

Besides the names of the Gurus, the inscription of ‘
| his seal contained the word dcgh (the kettle in Gury
i ka Langar signifying charity) and tegh (the sword of \
the Khalsa signifying power) :
Degh-o-tegh-o-fateh, Nusrat-i-bedirang '
Yaft az Nanak, Gura Gobind Singh.

- ;:;_ | The kettle and sword (symbols of charity and
| WW), Vm}' and incessant blcssmgs‘ have been
s from Gurti Nanak - Gobind Singh.
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In Punmjab, Baba Bandi
Singh took Batiala and Kalanaur, marched towards
Lahore, while a contingent proceeded to occupy the
aty and pargana of Pathankot. Seized with terror,
Sayyid Aslam, the governor of Lahore, shut himsclf
up“in the Fort. Cries of Jihad or religious war
against the Sikhs proved of little avail and Bandi
Singh inflicted a crushing defeat upon the gathered
host at the village of Bhiloval. Except for the atv of
Lahore, the whole of Majha and Riarki
had fallen into his hands. On 3 .
October 1710, he occupied

ahon in the Jalandhar
Doab.




emperor Bahadur Shih, who ' ards from
the Deccan, and commanded the governors of Delk;
and Oudh and other a\-‘luglml officers to punish the
Sikhs. The order he issued op 10 December 1710
was a general warrant for the faujdars to kill ghe
- worshippers of Ninak. j.e. Sikhs, wherever tound
(Nanak-prastan ra har ja kih ba-yaband ba-qatl
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broke

captured

thmugh and

Baba Banda
Singh and his thmishing
companions
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On /
178
li\'cr_\'h()dy was surprised

December

as to how the Singhs
mighty
Mughal army with such
meager war weapons and

cquipments.

could defer

They were at first taken

to and paraded in the streets

of Lahore and then sent to Delhi where
they arrived on 27 February 1716. The cavalcade to
the imperial capital was an awful sight. T.hc
procession was so arranged as to impart a strict

lesson to others. Besides 740 Sikh prisoners in heavy
chains forced to walk on feet, it comprised |
seven hundred cartloads of thc heads of the

,_Slhms with another 2 ,000




of a cat was also mounted on a spear to show
' 1t

Singhs’ oply
prayer  was that  Vahiguri might grant '

unshaken faith, destroy the infidels and

cven a cat was not left alive there.

them
remain
and to thejy
last breath. Last of all followed Baba Ji in an 1ron

steadfast to the last hair of their body

cage on an clephant. After passing through the city,
the procession ended at Red Fort,

[t was a tamasha for the residents of Delhi. The
Sikhs did not show any signs of mental agony.

Someone from the spectators passed a remark on
the Sikhs, “This is all because of your excesses.”
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Prompt came the reply from the Sikhs, “No, it is the
Will of God”,

Then someone said, “Now you will be killed”,

The Sikhs replied, “Kill us. We are not afraid of
death, Had we been afraid, how could we have
fought battles against you”,

By Farrukh-Siyar’s order Babi Banda Singh
Bahadar and some two dozen leading Sikhs were




impl‘isnncd in the Fort, while the n_-nl.li!lillg 694
were handed over to the Kotwal, Sarbrah Khin. to
be executed at the Kotwali Chabuitra g the rate of 4
hundred a day. A decision was made to execute 1
Singhs daily.

On 5th March 1716, a raised platform .
erected in front of Sis Ganj Sahib where Gurt Teg),
Bahadar was martyred. One hundred Sikhe Were
daily brought to the place for execution one by one
None faltered, none uttered 2 sigh and no one
exhibited fear. Contemporary historian Khif; Khin
writes, “The Sikhs not only depicted steadfastness
but surprised everyone when they tried to outbid
another In offering themselves for sacrifice. They
even cracked jokes with the executioners. The fact
that they faced death
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Among those to be executed was a Jad on whose
face soft hairs were just appearing. He was the only
son of a widow. He had been recently married ;mLi
was made a prisoner when the Sikhs were passing
through his village on their way to Delhi. On
hearing the arrest and death sentence of her son, his
mother somehow reached Delhi. She made an
appeal before the Emperor that her son had been led
astray; he 1s not a Sikh and his life should be spared.
The Emperor issued orders for his release.

The mother reached the very day when son was
marked for execution. He was going to be killed by
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formed religion.”
was very ‘ :
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hestowed upon them by Gurg Gobind

Singh Ji nor let its colour fade by

-
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\{ their sacrifices,

L

despite Paying

wavily for the fulfillment of this # =
Wi t\‘\‘-
Before lg.wmv tfor his /{@;
heavenly abode, Gurg ”
Gobind Singh Ji had blessed

Biba Banda Singh Bahadar with ;
divine boons - five arrows, a large |
drum, Hukamnama, a Sikh flag and
five Sikhs as companions. Guri Sihib while
| installing him as General of the Sikhs, had
ordained him with a mission and that mission
was successfully
accomplished by Baba
Banda Singh Bahadar in
May 1710 when hc







fter the S1kh prayer (Ardas)
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Raj karegﬁ thlls;‘-i,
aki rahe na koe.
Khwar hoe sabh milenge,
bache sharan jo hoe.
The Khalsa shall rule.
No hostile refractory shall survive.
Frustrated, they shall all submit and

those who come in for shelter shall be protected.







Guru Nanak Garib Niwaj Education Society

without clothes, food and education, ohildees

emned to a viscious cycle of poverty. This is the state -4

a5 of children who live in India. Baba Amar !";"k‘-" j # '
the cries of these children fiea:

ded. With the help of your

he has set up a school for

dren in the heart of New

cond
millio
has heard
and respon
donations,
these chil

pelhi, India.

Gury Nanak Garib Niwa} Education
saclety not only provides education but
also food and clothing for the children.
Baba Amar Singh's mission Is to help
provide these innocent souls a better life
through education. In his quest to
educate children, Baba Amar Singh Ji has
facilitated the opening of number of
{earning institutions world over. Mis vision
tmiu?hdﬁl;.ﬂt:lﬂmm.

very day the children are brought by the Society's bus from
of their parents. When they arrive they are offered school Shurms 2l wth the suppont
W"’“’"“"'m"""?ﬂwmmhuminm' s oot
play, Vocational training is also offered, so that when they leave they can stand

to come forward - eradicate poverty. .

i -Limg i  and donate generousy 1o make ths ke s beter cne
DONATE any where in the world.
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NANAKSAR TRusT

Gurdwara & School sites under construction worldwide

Nanaksar Thath Isher Darbar, Canada

Nanaksar Thath lsher Darbar, Australia

Nanaksar Thath Isher Darbar
Orlando, USA
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Guru Nanak Sikh School, Hayes, UK - ara, Library and -.
a primary wing to be nom:d”:ﬁ-r Blb:ganda Sinrgh Bahnar
Y £ ; . }
1 Sangat Is requested to donate generously for the noble cause. {
“ For more details, please feel free to contact : \ ] ‘g
 Nanaks: m.mlomwumnmummmy {1
A L 0810076148 | Wobsite | www. Jorg | E-mail : | W 3
‘The First Sikh General © Babi Singh Bahadar W '
lation & A  Gikh Foundation, P Q. Box 1627 Lapat Nagar. New Deihi.24. (India)
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