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PREFACE

The Babbar Akali Movement forms a very important
part of the history of the Panjad as well as of the Sikhs.
It has, generally, bheen ignored upto now and har not received
due attention and appreciation from historians and research
gcholars. Wherever an attempt has been made to take up
this sudbject, the treatment is inadequate, inmaccurate and
perfunctory. Faets about its genesis, organisationmal
set-up, working and impact are scantily known. Its aims and
achievements have not been comprehended even by the ¢lose
associates and contemporaries vho vere actively involved in
it. The Babbars, in their own memoirs, seem to have over-
exphasised the role of one or the other participant. At best,
their approach has been subjective and they have sueceeded only
in throvwing lime-light on that part and period of the wmovement
vhich pertained moestly to their own locale and field of
operation.

In this regard 5. Gurdachan Singh's !Babbar Akali',
E. S8under Eingh Makhsuspuri's !Babba ' '
&. Labh Eingh Jassowal's 'S8ank

. Bata Bingh'e Babbar Akali Tehrik (Mss.) and 5§, Milkha Eingh
Fijjar's | rgh (Mss.) reveal to us the lop-sided

views ¢of the authors and the glaring contradictions and



inaccuracies in the narreation of facts.

There {2 a 1ot of eonfusion about the name of the
place vhere the Babbar A:zali Jatha was launched. There is

also no unanimity about the names of the office-bearers of
the Jatha, Even the genesis of the movement is shrouded
in contradiotions.

The acquaintance of the scholars with the movement,
too, lacks in-depth study. This may be due to the paucity
of the material available to them since most of the literature,
published during the third and fourth decades of this gentury,
wae proscribed by the then Government. No doubt, some atiempts
have already bHeen made to appraise the Babbar Axali movement
but no exclusive, thcrough and firet-hand study has been
attempted go far. It has heen touched upon either at a
tangent or only one or the other of its aspects has been
dilated upon.

Too much reliance on official records, too, has
circumvented the utility of some of these vorks, because
wvithout referring to the literature in wvhieh the Babbars
unfolded their mind and enunciated their objectives and means,
no research, vorth the name, eould be conducted. Surprisingly
encugh, the resesrch scholars have left the works cf the

contemporaries, mostly, untapped. One could not exoect
Di. Mohinder Singh in 'The Akali Movement! or Dr. Kamlesh Mohan
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in 'The Miljitant Natioralism in the Panjad (1919-1935)' to
give a detailed account of the movement as it formed only
a part of their study. But the glaring inaccuracies

in the e¢rueial dates, names and places pertaining to the

movement have further marred Sthe value of their wvorks.

Dr. Mohinder Eingh in 'The Akali Movement' maintains
that the XIII 8ikh Education Conference was held from
March 19 to 21, 1921 at Hoshiarpur (p.114). The conference,
hovever, actually took place from March 25 to 27, 1921.
He also mentions that it wvas Karam Singh of Dsulatpur
vho recited the poem, "Khands
Yangar®” (p.117) at Mastuana, at the time of Nimani fair,
in June 1921, whereas it wus Kishan Singh Gargaj who
attended the fair and delivered a speceh bordering on nnumy;

advocating the use of force to liberate the Gurdwaras from
the elutches of the Mahants.

Moreover, the place where the Babbar Jatha was
launched, has not been eorrectly mentioned by both the
scholars. Dr, Kamlesh Mohan in '"The Militant Naticnalism
in the Panjab, (1919 teo 1935)', has not paid much attention
to the gorrectness of the dates, persons and places. The
datez mentioning the arrests of Master Mota Singh and of
Kishen £ingh Garga) are wrong. No date has been given as
to vhen Bishan Singh, Zaildar of Rani Thua, wze murdered.



The birth place of Bachan fingh has been shown in Jullundur
District, whereas his native place Loha Khera is near
Longowal, District Bangrur (see map 1ii).

No doabt, thiz movement was confined o one part
of the pre-Independence Panjadb, its duraticn was rshert and it wvas
erushed by the bureaueracy with an iron hand., Even then, the
research scholars sh:uld not have faliled to sift the grain
from the chaff. 1Its role in the Gurdwara Reforms Movement,
surprisingly, has not been properly bmughb' into limelight.
The work of the movement in preparing grassroot-level vorkers
for the Akali Dal as well asr building a base for the Indian
Rational Congress by the Chakarvartis and Babbar Akalis during
their itineraries has not received proper attention. 8ignificantly,

the movement was the first of its kind during the recent
period and wae the true inheritcr of the militancey that formed
the eore cf the 13th century Sikh Movement. In the history
of the Panjab its religic-political character marks it as a
liberation movement. The nature of the movement, itz role

and impaet have also not received the due eonsider:tion, whieh
it legitimately demanded, Perhaps, all this happrened as no
serious effort wvas made to unearth &nd make use of the

nprimary scurces available in Panjabi langusge.

A eincere effort has been made, in this study, to
bring to light facts concerning the Movement by unearthing
the relevant material from the files of Panjaul Magasines,
Journals and Newspapers pertaining to the Babbar Akali Movement,



vhich hitherto had remained almost unnotieed and untapped.

The letteres cof Kishan Singh GargajJ and the noems of main

leaders of the movement, shedding flcodligzht on the aims

ani 1doolegj'of‘the'mcvennnt have heen used eritically and
anslytical.y for the first time, This source material has
helped me %o set right some of the wrongly held notions

about 1ts nature, aims and achievements., 1Its link with

other contemporary and neare-gontemporary movements has also

been dircussed. I have tried to discuss -afresh, the nature

of 1ts link with the Ghadr Movement as sell 88 the Akali Movement.
Its similarity with the Ghadr movemen 1t very thin, wvhereas

its dissimilarity wvith the A<ali movement ic very superficial.

It was also quite different from the other militant movements

in the sense that it derived inspira:tion from religion. The
leaders of the Babbar Azali movewment left their hearths anmd homes
at 8 time vhen the Curdwara Reform movement was passing through
a erisis. Their patience was exhausted and they wielded the
sword to settle their scores with the enemies of the Panth, The
might of the British made them realise that the Gurdwaras

could be liderated only if the country was liberated. £o, they
included the emancipation of the country among their objectives,
This awareneses changed the eomplexion of the Babbar Akall
movements it played a gueer role in the history and provided a
vit=2lising force to the Akali movement as well as the Indian
National Movement. 1 have tried to bring all these factors into
a proper perspective ani have thus attempted toc weave all strands
afresh to make it an integrated acccunt stating its origin



development as well as the eircumstances of the figsling
cut of the movement,

In the planning, preparation ant! comnletion of this
work, 1 owe my deep gratitude to my Sunervisor, Dr. Barnam
Eingh Shan, M.A., Ph.D. (London), Profes:or and Chairman,
Department of Guru Nana< 8ikh Studies, Panjad University,
Chandigarh. His vast knowvledge, varied experience, profound
le .rning and insight into Eikh Hi:ztory and literature eto,
has always spurred and helped me to earry on the work with
unbated geal. But for his consistent guidance and help, 1t
would have been impossii:le for me to round off some of the
angularities of the predecessors in the field and present this
thesis from a modern, seientific, healthy and wholesome point
of viev,

My sincerest thanks are alzo due to Professor Hari
Fam Gupta, a dcyen amcong historians. His life-long devotion
to the hictory of the Panjadb as well as that of the 8ikhs has
enabled him to gain tha* exactness in the comprehension of the
movements whieh is rare. His valuable suggestions have,

therefore, enhanced the value of the thesis.

I am also thankful to Dr. Indu Banga, Professor of
Ristory, Guru Nanak Dev Univer ity, Amritsar; D:, Devinder &ingh
Vidyarthi, Incharge Sikh History Research Department, Kha.ea
College, Amritsar; £. Balbir Eingh, Lidbrarian, £ikh Reference
Lidbrary, Amritsar and &, Kirpal 8ingh, Head, OGuru Nanak Dev



Univerzity Library, Amritear vho extended their whole~he:rted
coorerstion in locating and tapping the source material,

My thanks ar- also due to Dr. Kirpal S8ingh of the
Department of History, Profecsor Harbans Singh, Editor-in-Chief,
Encyclopaesdia of Sikhism and Dr, R,L.Mittal, Chief Librarian,
Panjabi University, Patisla; 8. Bhagat €ingh Bilga, fecretary,
Desh Bhagat Yadgar Library, Jullunduri Dr. Rajesh Kumar
Perti,Director, Mational Archives of Indi= and Professor
Ravinder fSumar, Dircetor an! Shri &.K. Bhatnagar, Ascistan:
Librarian of Nehru Memcrial Museum ani Library, Nev Dekhi.
Thes proved extremely helnful in mazing available to me the
much valuadble record which was with them in their personal
capacity or in the instit.tions whieh are being run under their

stewardship.

Menti~n mu:-t be made of £ardarni Pritam Kaur,
Headmistress, £Fikh Kanya Maha Vidyalaya, Ferogepur City to whom
I owe a special debt of gratitude for placing the most valuahle
and rare receord of Bhai Takhat Eingh Library at my disposal
(The entire record has been shifted permanently to the Panjabi
University, Patiala, since 29th May,1783),

Lact but not least, I am deeply indetted to the living
Babhars saeh ar £, Buta Singh, €. Milkha fingh, £, Kartar Singh
an?! £, Bakhshish Singh of Pindori Nijjaran; &. Hardit Singh



of Jassowal, f. 8hiv 8ingh of Harisur and & .Surain Singh
of Daulat>ur for their franx and forthright replies to my
queries enabling me theredby to knov and asgsess the true

character of the movement.

Kunclanan b
April 23, 198k, ( Gurcharan £ingh )
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A. Maps

1. Babbar Movement Doaba (with an explanatory note),
2. Babbar Movement in Central-Western Panjabdb.
3. Babbar Activities in Cis-Sutlej area (Malwa).

B, 11 lgg t!:a EO!!’

(1) Photos of Babbar Axalis

1. Babbar Martyrs on 27th February,1926.

2. Mastor Mota ¢ ingh of Patara (Jullundur),

3. 8, Kighan 8ingh Cargaj) of Birring (Jullundur).
b, S.Karsm Singh cof Daulatpur (Jullundur).

5. £, Fander fingh of Makhsuspur (Hoshiarpur).

6. S. Nand Singh of Ghurial (Jullundur),

7. £ .Dhanna 8ingh of Behbalpur (Hoshiarpur).

8. 5, Hardit 8ingh cf Jagssowal (Hoshiarpur).

9. S.Karam Singh of Haripur (Jullundur).

10. S. Harbans &ingh of £irhala Lhurad (Hoshiarpur).
1. S.Buta Singh of Pindori Nijjaran (Jullundur).
12. S.Kartar €ingh of Chak Kalan (Jullundur).
113, £. Kartar Singh of Jacgpalon (Ludhiana).

1, €.HMilcha Singh of Pindori Nijjaran (Jullundur).
15. £.Karter £ingh of Pindori Nijjaran (Jullundur).
16. e furain Singh cof Daulatpur (Jullundur).



17. 8. Ujaggar Cingh of Pannahali (Hoshiarpur).

(11) Pictures of £ignificant Places/Emblems

1. Gurdwvara Chaunta Sahib at Babeli.
2. Emblem of Yug Paltau Dal.,
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BABBAR M™MART YRS
271 FEBRUARY 1926

S. KISHEN SINGH GARGRAJ, S.DALIP SINGH,

S.NAND SINGH S. KARAM SINGH.
BABU SANTA SINGH,S.DHARAM SINGH.
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AKALI MCViMLNT

(Illu: tration of Map No. 1)

District Hochiarpur

Il, Tehsil Boshiarpurt (1) Zian (2) Chabbewal (3) Hoshisrpar
(4) Singriwala (S5) Masrale (6) Mundial (7) Rajowal (8) Rehsiwal
(9) Kahiri (10) Eahiri (11) Pindori Bibi (12) £ham Chaurasi
(13) Nanda Chaur (4%) Dhamian (15) Pindori Mahtaman (1¢) Sherpur
Pukhta (17) Sandhara (18) Bulhowal (15) Dhadds Fateh Singh
(20) Pindori Mahal (21) Kotli Bawa Dases (22) Amdala (23) Dhucgpa
(24+) Gardhiwvala (P5) Hariana.

111, Tehsil Garhskhanker: (1) Baddon (2) Burro Barrian
(3) Sordpur (k) Mahelpur (5) Pindori Ganga Fingh (6) Eirhala
Kalan (7) Birhala Xhuraéd (8) Dhadz Kalan (9) Makhsuspur
(1C) Mannanhana (11) Kot Fatuhi (12) Behbalour (13) Moranwali
(14) Akalgsrh (15) Rasiala (16) Gerhshankar (17) Chela
(18) Shaila Khurad (13) Mehngarwal Doaba (2C) Jasszsowal
(21) Dansiwal (27) Langeri (23) Fatehpur Xothi (24) Jandcli
(25) Bahowal (26) Achalpur (27) RKhanpur Xulewal (28) Chak
Sangha (29) Samundra (3C) Hurki Xhas (31) Aemgark Jhuggian
(37) Kakar “agars.

Distriet Jullundurt
I. Pehsil Jullundurst- (1) Jamser (2) Kakar P11@ (3) Khusropur

(4) Pragzpur (%) Birring (€) Dhanowalli (7) Talhan (3) Kotli Than
gingh (7)) Mehdipur (10) G-uriial (11) Manko (12) Kandhola
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(13) Dumunda (%) Haripar (15) Patara (16) Bisrempur

(17) Bhojowal (18) Rangal Shamvan (19) Jauhal (2C) Bolina
(21) Hasara (?7) Jandu Singha (23) Adampur (24) Khuradpur
(25) Kuthar (26) Munder (27) Massanian (28) Pindori
Nijjaran (29) Dingrian (30) Manak Rai (31) Sangaranuali

(32) Bhogpur Girowal (33) Kiehanpura (34) Kala Bakra

(35) Bangowal (36) Alawalpur (37) Daulatpur (33) Sikandarpur
(39) Dhogri (40) Surs-un-Nissi (41) Handhawa Magandan

(42) itaepar Hasuipar (%;) Bal.

1. Tehail Nakodars (1) Rakcdar (2) €arinh (3) Shankar

I11. Tehsil Pnillaurt (1) Jandiala (2) Samranwan (3) Bandala
(4) Rurka Kalan (5) Pid4i Khalsa (6) Aprz (7) Philiaur
(8) Bilga.

IV, Teheil Nawanshehar: (1) Rahcn (2) Kawanshehar (3) Mugara
Kalan (Mugarz Babbaran) (4) Jadla (5) Daulatpur (6) Phakrudi
(Kigshannara) (?7) Langroa (3) Hansron (9) Nahlon (1C) Mahal
Gehla (11) Thandian (12) Bains (13) Banga (1) Gossal
(15) Knan Xhannan (16) Jhingar (17) Gobindpur (18) Kangraur
(19) Mangat (2C) tundh (21) Lakhpur (22) Bika (23) Mandhali.

I, Teheil Sultanpur Lodhd = =« « = -
1X. Tehsil Kapurthalat- (1) Bona Ral (2) Dhaliwml,

I7XI. Tehsil Phagwaras (1) Maheru (2) Phagwara (3) Hardaspur
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(4) Chaheru (5) Khajurala (6) Buhani (7) Babeli (8) Domelt
(?) Bhubia:a (10) Narur (11) Panshet (12) Manak (13) Sangatpur
(14) Lakhpur (15) Sahni (16) Dhandeli (17) Ranipur Thua
(13) Madhopur (19) Plahi (20) Bhulla Rai,
1l
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Akali

Akali Party

Akal Takhat

Akhand Path

Akhbar

Asrit

Amritdhari

Apil

Ardass

Babhar

Babhar Akaldi

Bagawat
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~(4v) GLOSSiRY

A member of the Akall or Nihang order of the

fikhe, literally means an immortal

A religio-political party of the £ikhs which
came on the scene vhen the Gurdwara Keform
Movement was started. Since then it has
dominated the 5ikh affairs —religious as
wvell as political.

Throne of the Immortal. In ‘ikh history it
signifies the Sikh shrine at Amritsar,

vhere decisione of temporal significanee,
concerning the Sikh community, are taken.

Uninterrunted rceitation of the Soriptures
Newspaper

Nectarj the Holy water prepared with double-

edged sword while Five Ba.nis are boing
reeited; also cealled 'Khan

A sikh baptised with the double-edged sword
following the Sikh eode of conduct

Appeal

A prayer in the form of a pledge, recited to
acecomplish a partiecalar task

Lion; as brave as a lion

An Akall capable cof showing coura:e at the cost
of his 1life; also a terrorist movement launched

. by & group of Akalis with its stronghold in the

Doaba Bist Jullundur in 192122

Rebellion



Bania

Bhal

Bhora
Biradari

Chakarvartl

Jatha
Chhand
Chubara
Dalil

Divan

Doad

Feringhee

_Ghadar
Ghadr
Granthi
Gurdbani

Curmata

faered Seriptures

Trader

Arid soil. In the history of the Panjad

the term war apnlied to the dry, uncultivated
and virgin soil in the distriets of Lyallpur,
Jhang anl Montgomery which turned ocut to

be very fertile with the opening of the Bari
Dosd Canale,

Literaliy a brother: also a title of
respectadility and sanctity among the Eikhs.

An under-ground rocm or eave
Brotherhood
A roving group

A meter, a mea2sure in poetry
An attic, unper storey of a houre
Argunsent

Religlious eongregation; also ured as the name
of £4kh associantions

A territory lying between tvo rivers}
particularly dencting the track of land
between the Sutlel anil the Beas, eonsisting
of the distriets of Kapurthala, Jullundur
and Boshiarpur.

Foreigner; in the text it refer: to the British

Trajitor
Revolt
A reader of the Eikh soriptures

Word of the Guru, compiled in the Adi Granth of
the fikhe

A decision taken by the Sikh eongregations
after passing a resolution in the presence
of 8ri Guru Granth 8ahib.

17



Curmukhi
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Panjabl seri;t

Guru Granth Eahib: Sacred seripture of the £ 1khs

Hartal
Haveli

RBoli
Haqqa
Jathe

Jathedar
Jholiehuck
Kala Pazni

Kandhi
Karah Parsa?

Kranti
Keshas
Kutiya
Lambardar

Lehar

Mahant
Majha |

Malwn

Strike

Tenement or mansionj in the text it stands
for a spacioue place usuzlly used as an
animal enelosure

Festival ofcolours

fmoking pipe  hubble bubble

A groun of the followers properly orgznised
under the comrand of a leader

A group leader or president
Toady: sycophant
Deportation

fub-montane region

Holy communion or the sacred sweetened food
made of flour, ghee and sugar invariably
diestributed among the fikh fangat or assembly
in the Sikh shrines

Revoluticn
Unshorn hair
Hut or hermitage; cottage

A village headman responsidble for the
collection of land revenue; also an assistant
to the government officials, especially of
the revenue and police departments

Movement
Priest or trustee of a religious shrine

Central Panjab, specifical.y the districts

of Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Lahore ami
Cujjaranwnla

Land of the Maloie - scuthern Panjabd



Manji Sahid

Morcha
Nimani

Nit-Nem

Pahul

Panth

Panth Rattan
Parkarma
Patit

Patwari

Premi

Rehat Maryada
Sabhap=:ti

Sarope

Sahidi-Jore
Mela

Sarbrsah
Sewak
Shabad
fufed Posh
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A eot upon vhich Guru Granth Sahidb is placed
for recitation; it also signifies and
denotes a pulnit or hall wvhere the £ikhs
arsemble to discuse their socio-religio-
political questicne in the diwvans in the
proximity of the Golden Temple, Amritcar.
Onen confrontaticn with those in authority

Ropular Hindu festival which comes off
in June every ye-r

Daily recitation of the Seriptures
oblizatory for the Cikhs

Baptism

The entire Sikh community

Jewel of the Sikh community

Precinets

Renegade

A village aeccountant or a revenue official
Devotee

Code of Conduct

Chairman; President

Robe of honour, conferred on an individaal
for the significant services towards

the comrunity as well ar humanity

A diwvan held in memory of the martyrs

The manager or custodian
Diseiple
A song from scrintures

A seni-official with bourgeois

mentality in the rural areas, helping the
government in administration; his job was
honorary but he enjoved many primi.eges during
the British Rule



Vakil
Zaildar

Zafurnams
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Counsel

A heaiman of a group of villages performing
duties helpful to the government.

An epistle of victory; it wae a letter
written by Guru Gobind Eingh to Emperor
Aurangzeb from a village Dina, it wvas

in Persgian snd wvas a beld presentation of
his ease in whioch he jJu:tified the resort
toarms.
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BACKGF OUND

Sikhism founded by Gura Nanak (1469-1539), during the :ixteenth
century, had attained a distinet identity and individuality

by the time of Guru Gobind Singh (1666-1708). It was an
organic growth — developing rcund the Guru, the Word of the
Guru an? the abode of the Guru~1 The Eikhs made every
conceivable saerifice to assert treir existence and guard the
honour of their tripodal structure. The long-drawn cut strugile
of the Sikhs during the 18th century made them masterc of the
land where many a time they were declared oub—lawz.? In Banjit
Singh, the longing for political supnremacy, nurtured by the

Dal Khalsa in the 1R3th century)fructitied. He endeavoured to

set un a Panjabi State3, called Farkar Khalsaji, whieh, however,
could not last long. Whereas the Sikh rule dbrought wealth to the
historic £4kh shrines, called, Curdwaras, as a rerult of big

land endowments, it also changed the life-gtyle of the Sikh

1. Sahni, Ruchi Ram, Struggle for Reform in Eikh Shrines,
Amritear,1965, p.t.

2. The Proclamations of the Covernors of Lahore, Khan Bahadur
Zakarya Khan (1726=4%) and Muine-ul-Mulk, popularly known as
Mir Mannu (1A8-53) ecncisely illustrate this.

3. Khushwvant 8ingh, A History of :he Sikhs, Vol.II, Prineceton, 1966,
D.209.
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priests. The introduction of riter and rituals, ceremonial
and demonstrative practices had nrut the hands of the cloek
back and this, thoroughly, brain-wached the Sikh ruling eclase,
Ranjit Singh's death on June 27,1839 created a big void.s The
British who had been moving calculatingly and strategical.y

L

towards the Panjab, conquered and annexed it on March 29,1849,

The anarchy preceding the annexation and the blocdy
wvars had stifled the will of the &ikhe and they failed to
recist the annexa:tion of their Kingdom. It was Bhai Mahara}j
£ingh vho carried on the struggle single-handed. He planned
to take awvay Maharaja Dalip &ingh from Lahore Fort and start
the freedom struggle in the Bist Jullundur Doab in his name.
But he was caught unaware in an enciosure near Adampur on the
basis of informaticn given by a Muslia informer to Mr. Vansittart,
the then, Deputy Commiscsioner of Jullundur, leading to his
deportation to Singapore where he died on July 7,1!?,56..6 The
defeat of the Eikhs was catastrophic. They t'lost not only

. Khushwant Singh in his Foreword to Barrier H.G.‘ Trs Sikhs

and their Sacred Literature, New Delhi, 1970, p.
5o Khughvant Singh, A Hirs of the Sikhs, VYol.II, op.cit,,
Pe S

6.
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the hone but 21lso the Aesire of resistance.'’ As a result,

the peonle of the Panjab eculd not contribute signifieantly

to the uprising of 1857, A few of the Sikh scldiers alongwith
2 “ikh Brigadier wvere, nc doubt, hanged at Anritsar.a At Hopar,
Bhai Mohar &ingh proclaimed Khalsa Raji at Sialkot, Panjabi
Police raised a banner of revolt and even its surronnding

villages 4id nct lag behind.9

The consequences of the loss of sovereignty vere
malti-dimensional and the socioc-religious structure received
a severe set-back, The defeated Khalsa lost vigilance of its
sacred ehrinos.‘n The Mahants started ignoring the tenet: and
practices, characteristic of Likhism. The number of Eikh votaries
had also fallen off. A large nmumber of Hindus who had adopted
the symbols and practices of the Khalsa, deserted in thousands
like rats foreaking the sinking ship, The Sikh citadel was
under heavy fire from the British missionarier as well as
from the Brahminical Hinduism, It was not surpricing, therefore,

7. Manchester Cusrdian, July 31,1856, Quoted in Malik,
alabhuddin, The Panjab and t{m Indian Yutiny (an art.iole
cantributed toc the Journal ndian History, Indian
Independence Silver Jut jumber, Augus 724 P350.

8.

3. Parliament Paper 230 of 1859, p.27, Juoted in Fauja Sing
wWho! of Pania e¢iom F ‘hters, Patiala,19??. .XIQ.

1C, Sahni, Ruchi Ranm, & e for Re ; S4kh Shr
op.cite.y Peb.
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that Lord Dalhcusie and Sir George Hussgel Clerk visualised
the disaprearance cf the fikhs with the close of nineteenth

century.“3 Undoubtadly, the Sikhs were enmeshed in forces

which threatened their emistence and their decline seemed visible.12

Politieal defeat brought religiois decadence in its wake,

In this hcur of lassitude in the {ikh faith, a challenge
came from Baba Dyal (1783-1854), a foinder cf the Nirankari
Sect. He opposed idol worship and preached marriage roform.
- This tralition was elaborated by the Kukas under Baba Fam Eingh.
He dencunced the influence of the Brahmins and Muslim Fakirs
on the Sikhe and vehemently condemned the Sodhis and Bedis who
rot themselves worshipned. The Xukas soon moved towards more
militant reforms. On Baisakni day, in 1357, Baba Ham £4ngh

administered 'Pahul' to the Sikhs in his village, Bha1n113, and
created 22 centres in different parts of the country. The
Commissicner of Ambala Divicion in his report to the Panjab
Government on September 11,1866 stated that “sooner or later
Kukae will take reocoirse to arms against us, A martisl natieh
vwhich 1s at paing to regain its lost freedom will natursaily
realisze that political freedom is the natural sequel to religious
revival®, The British emelt a rat in this religious ani social

1. Ba‘-rd’ et A AL . G ’Edinburgh,
1911 9 Pom. L

12. Major R. Leech, Note: on the Religion of the Sikhs ani othe
Sects 1nhabit1 Juoted in Barrier, N.G., in The

e runjab,
o l:;mm S ACT € Jte at 8, Op.cit., D.XVIII) .

1}. Bhaini, a viilage 1n the district of Ladhiana has been the
haadqwter of the Kukas.



rmovement and took no time te suppress it ruthlescly.

In 1871 the Kukas held a conference at Khote Th and

some recalcitrant Ruka leadsers, despite Baba Ram Singh's

exhcrtations, attacked the butcher:s at Amritsar on June 14,1871
and at Raikot on 15th July,1871. Baba Ram Singh was held
responsible for this eutrage and hisz movements were restrieted.
But the Kuka intransigency eculd not be stemmed. Again some
zealots attacked Malerictla on Jaruary 15, 1872 and «<illed
Kotwal Ahwmedkhan and 7 eopova Fixty eight Kukas were eaptured
near the village Rar, 49 of whom were blown up with guns on
Jamuary 17 under the orders of Mr. L.Cowan, Deputy Comniessioner
of Ladhiana, while one boy was slaughtered to pieces. Next

day th2 remaining 16 were got blown un by the orders of T.D.
Forsjthe, Commissioner, Ambala Divislon. Only 2 Kaksa women were
spared., Baba Ram Eingh vwus deported to Rangoon where he died

on 29th November,189k,

Despite these movementes, the discrimination against

the Sikhes of lower castes continued and Brahminieal Hinduicsm

16 Nonetheless groandwork

17

entrenched itzelf in the Sikh shrines,

for the Sikh resurgence had been prepared.

14, Khote is a village in District Faridiot, now, It was, then,
in Feroszepur Dictriect.

15. Lal Singh, Punjab D1 Vir Parampara, Patials,1771,p.187.
16. Khushwant Singh, A History cf Sikhs, op.eit., YVol.II,p.136.

17. Sarhadi, AjJit Fingh, Punjabi Cuba, Delhi,1970, p.7.
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The amergence of the Eingh £abha movement was the next
notable develonment which created soeioc-cultural awvareness and
religious awakening among the fikhs, The proselytising
activities <f the Christian missionaries culminating in the
proclaimed intenticn of four £ikh pupils namely Aya Singh,

Attar 8ingh, £adhu 8ingh and Santokh Singh of the Amritsar

Mission 8chool, of rencuncing their faith in fsvour of
Christianity in 18'7318 as wvell as the anti-Sikh speceches of

Hindu propagandists like Pandit Sharda Ram Phillauri inside

the limits of Darbar £ahib, Amritsar sent a wuve of shoek among

the 8ikhs, 1t vas under these disquieting circumstaneces that

the first Singh Sabha was founded at Amritsar on October 1, 1873.17
I was duly registered under the name of Sri Guru Singh Sabha,

vide Act XXI of 1860. The 8abha stood for the love of religion
among the Sikhs, advocated the propagation of Sikhism and Panjabi
and scrupulously avoided and evaded politieal issues.2C Its
import:nt members were Sardar Thakur Singh fandhanwalia, Baba
Khem Singh Bedi of Kullar and Kanwar Bikram Singh of Kapurthala,

21

Giani Gian Singh was its Fecretary. But it soon fell a prey

toc dissensions due to the conservative ideology of some of ite

leading members.

19. Teja Singh, gsgays in Sikhisn Lahore, 19\»1, p.129.
n‘e V1d. Y SAY/ 'J 1R+ 1iRA31, 3 L4 ‘, "1

it: Depe ¢ : 58, Lat re, 9 O ,p. *
Juotec . s gurdarshan Singh, Chs )
the Singh SEabha Movement on the Hictor lm J o

20, Jagjit 8ingh and Harbans Singh, w Tarantarn,
1"1 pp.131~33.
21. Baljnt Singh, Singh Sabha Da Modhi, Amritsar,1951,p.13.
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The Lahore £ingh Sabh. was founded on November 2, 1879,
Ite leading lights were Bhai Jawahar fingh, Bhai Dit Singh
and Bhal Maiya fingh. This fabha fousht on two fronts. It
raised ite voice against the conservative {ikh leaders on the
one hant and on the other hani it eountered the ac:iivities
of the Christiin missionaries as weli ag the onslaught of the
Arya Samajists, In 1its two fold programme it gave a crushing
blow to the gurudom ani caste system as well. The number
of the fabhas rose to 120 in 139:, The rapid inecrease in
the number of Singh Sabhas led to the founding of the General
Sabha at Amritsar in 1880 whieh develooed into Khalss Diwan,
Amritear, on April 11, 1883.°7 But this bedy too, from its
very inception, was torn by internal dissensicns, and the tussle for
SUNremacy botunlnvﬁhe Amritser and the Lahore narties wrecked it.
Thic led to the formation ¢f an independent Khalsa Diwan at
Lahore in 1886, The lecaders of the Lahore Diwvan were progres: ive
vhere as the Amritsar Diwan was the stronghold of the eonunative
elementes — mainly the aristocratr and ¥ahsnts. The latter
failed to aporeciate the wind that was blowing to restore Sikhism
to itr pristine glory. Nonetheless during this neriod, the
Eikhs were able to co-Onerate despite mutual acerimony and
dis-rensions and established Khalsa College, Amritrar on
March 5,1897,

The Eingh £abha movement played its historic role by
exnceing the evils which had ere-»s2t into the sceiai amd

k ALE A ?;,,,,‘ 1LOf €

27, Ganda Singh, A Hist
1‘*9,?030
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religioie life of the “ikhe., It reclaimed Sikhism from "a stu’e
of utter ossificatiocn and inertia 2nd articulated the inner urge
of Eikhism for reform and gave it a decisive direction?.23 It
not only checked the relapse of the Sikhs into Hinduism but also
retaliated by Garrying proselytising asctivities 1-to the Hindu
camp. A large number of the Hindus were baptised and the &ikh
population whieh was 17,06,165 in 1881 rose to 21,02,896 in 1901
and never dwindled again.?h Thus the £ingh Sabha movement
nroved to be the elan vitsl in the regenaeration of the B4kh

2
aeciety.”5

The body which undertook several functions of the &ingh
S8abha wag formed in 19C2 and wag called Chief Khalss Diwan. It
paved the way for National Revival by its impact on society,
elueation ani religion. Thcough it toed the line of the rulers,
yet it slways tried tc bring the Sikh grievances to their nctice.
?bé eontributinrn of the Chief Khalsa Diwan cunnot be under-ectimated,
It spearhesded the movement to o:en eolleges ani gchools
throughout the ftate. The &ikh Bjucation Conference w:agp its
annual feature since 1908 and it was able to add every yasr one

High smm.“’ m'{h'a ‘ract Society brought out literature

23. Harbans Singh, Her e of the & s Bombay, 1964, p.146.

4 . Khushwant Sing», A History of the 8ikhs, on.cit., Vol.II,p.1ké.
?5. Rarbens Singh, Heritsge of the Sikhs, New Delhi, 1783, p.232.

Delte

S & o 0?001‘50'
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of good merit. The polemie variety of the tracts furthered the
cause of the Sikh religion by attacking ite virulent opponents.
Dirirng this neriod, fikhism showed signz of nev stirring~. The
Sikhs wvere nov e¢oming unier the spell of the Neo-8Bikhs who

were insisting on separation from liindulsm and advocated mase
reclamation of low=easte S5ikh econverts to Hinduism, Islanm

and Christianity. The Chief Khalsas Diwan also demanded

reform of the gurdwaras. The Mahants of the Eikh shrines
showed soxuntly respect for distinet symbol or thoolm.a ? They
treated these places as their private property retaining the
idols of Hindu gods, goddesses, paramours and their pornographiec
postures, The situation warranted drastic reform dbut the Chief
Khalsa Divan failed to take a strong stand, Kven then the
Nahants considered this body too progrecssive vhere as to the
Neo-Bikhs 1t was too conservative ani equivocating on key izsues
and hence was unahble to lead the Sikhs., Nonetheless the movemsnt
proved fatal to the eontinued existence of thécrthodox Sikhs
observing Hindu practices and rituals.’® In 1905 the 1dols
vere removed from the preginets of the Golden Temple, Amritsar.
A movemsnt of religious revival was evident as a sort of ‘dctcm
mechaniza against the onslaught of the external pressure. The

27. Barrier, R.G.y, Th d_Their Sac) ad‘ Lite
1970, p.xxii,

28, Sarhadi, Ajit Singh, Puynjabi Suba, op.cit., p.55.
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Government of Indi: though admired the Sikhs for their brivery
an?! religion ani helred the &ikhs in their straggle dby meking
the observance of the Khalsa traditicn compulscry for the

$1kh soldiers an‘ eivil servants.”’ Yet 1t dreaded the
prospeets of Tat-Ehalss Party (Neo-fikhe) ever obtaining the
porgession of the Golden Temple. Even the bonafides of
mcderates and loyalist: like Bhal Vir Singh, fardar Tirloechan
fingh, Bhai Jodh Eingh and fardar Sunder Singh Majithia were
aw;:peem.w It felt that the Neo-Sikh Party was suffering
from a "wind 4in the he:d". Thus the imaginary fear led the
Panjab CGovermpment to support -he Mahants. The shift from

tacit aporoval of the Sikh reformers, to aetive support for
their opponents set the stage for intense conflict. However,
when the eircumstanees took a dramatic tuin in 1921, the British
found themselves facing not the moderate Chief Khalsa Diwan,

but the Shiromuni Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee and fits militant
suxiliary the Akali Dal,3’

When the Sikhs were thus surging with life =nd were
impatient at the soclo=-religious phenomencn, on economic front

they were not less unhanny, The Pan:ab Government introduced a

29, Rahul Singh, Khushwant

30. D.,Petrie, Memorandum on soms Kecent Develormente in E4kh
“0ct. 1970,p.331.)

310 B&f!’iﬁl“, H.GQ’
p.X1IV,

art
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bill which affected the newly colonised lands, opened by the
eanals, This circumvented the righte of the neasants as well
a: orovided feor higher rates of arceegsment in Rawalpindi District
and higher water rates on Bari Doab eanals, 7This led to a
grave discontent amon; the Jat 8ikhes and maie the Panjad a
fertile soil for revolationary 3006.32 The nationalist
lea’ers like Lala Lajpat Kal and AjJit Singh made the peasantry
pelitieally'conaciaufgs The meetings wvere held at Lahore,
Rawalpindi, Amritsar and Lyallpur.3® The soul-stirring song
'‘Papri Sambhal O Jatta, Pagrl Sambhal Oea', composed by

Banke Dyal, pitched the movement firmly,

The stulent: oi the Khalsa College at Amritsar stagéd
a hostiie demonstration at the farewel visit of the outgoing
Lieutenant Governor, Sir Charles Hivag. The disaffection
infiltrated into the ranke of the army as wvell. The Punjau
Covernment, of S4ir UDsnzil Ibbetson saw in these hapreninge an
ireipient rebellion.Bg The aut!orities were alarmed ag the agitation
wat mainly confined to the districets cf 8ikh predominance, Though
many leaders were arrested zpd 5., AJit Eingh and Lalas Lajpat Rai
were depcocrted to Burms yet the movement could not be stumped out till

3?. Khushwant Singh,

33. Bﬂrrier. N.G, BRIAD JifLUrSRNGes Y
Modern Asian étu ies’ IOs 1y o " 9€ s Po 53"83)0

34. Khushwant &ingh,
35. Home-Politieal Department, File No.154-155/1909.
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the Viceroy of India, Lord Minto, vetoed the bill. Thi: agitac:ion,
for the first time, shatiered the myth or the Sikh loyalty.

The agrarian agitation had brought the economic issue
to the fore. It was a warning to the Panjab Govermment but
it tock no estepe to remove the causes of unrest and ameliorate
the lot of the Panjabls. EFome of the hariepreszed and f.\
enterprising Panjabis, wostly the Sikhs, decided to emigrate ia\
seareh of better epnortunities lenving othars behind, to keep the

flame of revolution burnms.% | \\

The influx of the Punjabis tc Canada ard the T.5.A., \\
started in th: first decade of the 19th century. The numher a? \
Indinns in Canada in 1901 wee 2312 anu in the U.f.4h,, aaeordin;\ x
to Brunt was 6313, It increased to 30,000 in both %the eauntrioé?y \
This increase in number: whipped uy anti-Indian feelingas and é
the Indian became viectim of discriaination. Sven the
Governments of Great Britain ani India dil not listen te their
memorials representations and requests. This convineed |
them th:t only free peodple eould command respect and their &
wrath thus fell rightly on the fcreign rulers in India, They
gtarted simaltanecusly 2 struggle agzinct the Iumigration Act
and thus 1t became a struggle against the ecolenial rale. Eince

36. Eayta, M. Ray, Pur + Tradition, Patiala,1970,p.?8,.

317. Fahensara,G.8,, & £y Vol.I,Jullundur,1961,p.20,
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mocy of the imrigrants were the fikhsg, the earliest organisations
wvere estadbiished to build Curdwaras whieh soon eame up in
Vancouver, Victoris and other cic 103.38 It 1+ net suropriszing,
therefore, that work againet the British Imperialicm was

stert-d in these ecuntries mainiy by the granthis i.e. aeripturo‘-;
readers in the Sikh Gnrdvaras.39 £ubsequently, the Indisns

in the U.&E.A., formed Hindustan Assoeiation of the Paeific

Coast at Portland, BDava Sohan Singh Bhakna, G.D.lumar and
Pandit Kenshi Ram wvere elected President, General tecretary and
Treasurer reapaectively. Lalz Hardyal was called from
California., A weekly ealled the Ghadr wa:s brought ocut anl the
Chadr Party was organised on revoluticnary lines ..l'O This

party planned %o wage guerilla warfare in India an! resolved to
es-ablish 8 FPapublie in Keshmir by 1925 .M

But the Xema Gata Maru incident and the outhreax of the
Wordd War I compslled them tc change their agogramma. Komagata
Mara was a ship chartered on 20th March 1914 by Baba Gurdit Singh

38. Sutya, M.Ray, Panjabi Ho_x;o;e Tradition, op.cit., p.34,

39, Hahar 5% h
op.cit, p(4o

W0, "Hindustani Association was given the mmnelature of
¢ hadyr Party, vide Khushwant Singh, His tor ¥
cikhs, Vol.IT, en.eit., p.l76.

K1, Statement of Dr, Chenchia p.9. (Through the Courtesy of
DeBeYobie, J’ullundur).

42, Gurdit Singh, Voyage of Xoms Gata Maru, Calcutta, n/d,p.2C.
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of village S‘Mhali,“ te satisfy the condition of the Canadisn
Privy Council Order Ke.f??e.w There wvere 3176 passenger: in it
ineluding 346 &ikhs ."’5 It started for Canada on 23rd May

17k, but the ship wae not allowed entry anl! was eompelled to
leave Canadian waters on 23rd July,1914, after a long ttrugglo.%
The ship was directed to go straight to Caleutta where it arrived
on 26th Feptember,191h, The police insisted that the pac. engers
sheuld board the train bound for the Panjab., Only 50 men and

twvo children boarded the train while others defied the police,

In the combat, 19 were killed, 203 were arrested and 32 abecomm.w?
Rabs Gurdit Singh was one of those who egeaped the nolice net.

There was a sharp reaction against thirs high«handedness., 1t gave

a poverful stimulus to the Ghadr movement ."Pa

eircusstances that the Ghadr party leaders decided to go to Indiaj

It was in these

consejuently the first batoh of the Ghadrites left Sanfrancisco
in August,191s, Ram Chandra said, "Your daty is clear, Go to India,

W3. It is a big, flouriching villsge on the Harike - Amritsar road
near Tarntarsan.

L, It envisaged that the imrigrents muct come by continuous
Joarney and on through ticket from the country of their birth
or citizenshin,

k'so Hira 51“813 zid! ¢ Julundnr,19$5,p.93.
According to hi a pamengora vug 36C only.

46. &-“hﬂna&r’i' .u.’ ngr P&rsz Da It!& 3 Op.cit., po13°0
47. Josh, fohan £ihgh, Hindustan Gadar Party, Ne. Delhi 1976,p.156.

48, O, Dwyer, Sir Michael, India As I Knew It, London, 1995, p.193.
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ftir uo rebollion in every corner of India® .“9 But the
Government of Iniila was vigilant. It was able to intern 2500
in the villages and sent LOC to jails out of 8000 who came
back in 191%4=15,. However, some important revolutionariaes

managed to eseape .50

They later on, organised themselves

to stage an uprising and ma’'e stremaous efforts to

develop eontacts and establish links with the Indi=zn zoldiers
st Mlan Mir and Farazepar.51 They fixed 2is%. February,1NM$%
for the u rizing dbut the vhole plan was folled ae C.1,D. entered
inner eirele by planting Kirpal Singh who leaked the information.
Though they changed the date of uprising to 19th Februarys?, yet
the damage could not be undone. The -olice took achiion in

tine and arrested seven of the revclutionaries and dissramed

the 2334 Cavalry at Mian Mir, Ferozepur, Sialxot ani Kawalpindl.
The curalessness and the complacency of the Ghadrites led to

the collapse of the mmnt.53

When the Ghadrites were anxi-us to take advantugo
of the dirfficulties of the Bricish imperialiscsy, & ierge
section of the Indians wae anxicar $2 win the Briiich geodwill

W9 . F.C.isemonge:, Ar Ac é nt of Ghadr Conspiracy,( juoted in
Satya,M . Ral, Panjabi Heroic 1 «ae, op.c t.,p.ﬂ).

0. Prominent amcng them vore o.Kartar Mngb Sarabha, Jegat Ram,
Kanehi Fawm, Prithti Eidngh, Dr. Mathura “ingh, G ke, Singh
Lalton, 3hal Nidhan bingh % Harnam aingh md Bhai Bhagat
Singh nesa Canchz “ingh af Xachar Bhann,

51. O’Dﬂ‘!, Sir, giemglg Iniias As Knewv 'Wocitc Y Pc?cg_Qc

52. CSahensara, G.0,.,, Ghadr Party Da Ithas, op.eit.p.195.
53. 1Ibid,, p.221,
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by co-oOnerating with them in their wur-efforts., The Sikhs, in
the Panjab, out did all others. Their number in the services

roge to 10C,000 by the end of the war, while in 191§ it was

aboat 35000 only.s“ But, they were soon to muffle their hands.
When the war ended, thelir woer inereased due to the demobilisation.
Thus the sconomic distress added to the politieal unre:t.

The worldewide unrest whiech followed the war affected,
to a marked degree, a country which had rendered grezt
services t~ the empire in the hoar of its peril. At saech a
psychological unnnnt,55 the Governwent of India pussed the
Rowlatt Bills, which intended to perpetuate the suspension of
oriinary lavw safeguarding the rights and liberties of the
neonle, It left them at the tender mercies of the exrecutive
or rather the police even in times of neace, exactly as in
eritical dayr of war. The Rowlatt Bills sought to eurtail the
liverty of the peonle. It provided for spneedy trizl of offences
by & €peeial Court, whieh could meet in Camer:z and tasxe into
consideration evidence not admissible under the Indisn evidence
Act. There was no place for "Dalil, Vakil and Apil". There
wag a wave of indignation agsinst these "Lawless lawe". Uniy one
of the twe bille, Anarchical and Revolutionary Crimes Act,1719)
could be passed on March 18,1319, Mahatma Gandhi started an
aritation. He recorted to Satyagraha on March 20,1919.5 6

5‘4‘. L‘i&h.“gso, The Zm;! E Q ﬁg Lah@re, 1??2390"1‘0

55 D‘tu, VQWQ' L urbances 8’1‘1@.
1975, p.886.

56. Satya,M. Rai,




and made a fervent apneal to obsorve hartal for a day.

The date oririnally fived was ICth March, 19, but was changed
to 6th April. ’here waz a strike in Amritssr on A :il 6 and
throughout :the Panjab on Anril 10,1919, Dr. Eatya Pai and

Dr. faif-ud-din, Kitchlew, the leaders who vere guiding the
movement in the panjab, werc arrested on 11th April,from their
hcemes in Amritsar and removed to the Dharamsela Jail, The

shocw of power did not deter the npeonle of the eity. On April 13,
179, a meeting wes held in the Jalilanwala Ba:h despite
nrohibitory orders. Gener=:l Dyer marched s platoon of Infantry
to the Bagh Without issuing any warning he ordered the troone
to open fire unon a defenceless erowd of 10 thousand strong¢57
He kent on hir mercilesz fussiade for ten consecutive minutes.
When he ordered the firing to be stonned, 3317 aen, 41 boyr and one
seven-veek-old baby had already fallen a prey to hie fury. o

His callousness and ruthlessness turned a protest meeting

into a2 National Tragedy. Perhapns, he d44id it purposely to

strike terror into the whole of the Punjlb.sg The event wasa
described "Without parsliel in the modern hictory of the British
Emnire, s monstrous event, an event which stood in singular and
sinister uolation,".6Q The heroic stand ot.the peorle of

57. Majumdar, R
9.309.

$8. Arthur &wvinson, {ix ¥inate:s tc Sunset, London,19¢k, p.50.
5%, Valentine, Chirel, The Indian unrest, New Delhi,1979,pp.177=-78.
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Amritsar against the awful might of the British was epoch-making.®’
Gandhiji rightly remarked on October 20,1920 in his &peech at
Lahore that *India rose through Jalilianwnla Bagh.”ég In the
Jallianwels Bagh massacre, the Sikhs, who le:s: life, formed at
least one third of the wholo."& The Coniress and other natioml
parties lauded and honoured the martyr: of the Jallianwsla Bagh.
No wonder, vhen the Sikhs imrediately afterwvards started a movement
againcst the Mahgnte which ultimately became a struggle against
the British interference in the Curdwara affairs, the leaders

of all the major parties, sincerely helned the fikhes, The Sikh
masges, who uptil novw looked te £ingh Sabhas and Chief Khalsa
Diwan, formed the Central Sikh League under Gandhi's inspirastior.
This body was opposed to the Chief Khals: Diwan's toadying to the
British.(’h After seven decadles, the Sikhs who were, by and
large, not anti-governaent, were nov on the other side of the fence.

The English wvere c:lled "snakes®™ by thea.65

The reason for this conflict lay in the Panjad Government's
attitude towards the control of the Gurdwaras. The Gurdwvaras

61. Raja R?éiﬂ, | ABBACYO, Mig‘rh,1%9.pc1kza

égt G&Mhi, M.K. ‘ ¢ LOG DO RUIL e cf Mahs 2R Oanin. 9 Rew D.lhi'
New Dﬂlhi’ 1960-67, Vo. ,.775

63‘ Tﬁja Sinsh, t _’ t3 W . @ rH ™4 < L t 282 8 b | _1?* ke !j
Jullundur, 1%2, p. |

6‘¢. Khushwant Sing-, A sVol.II, 0p.e1t.,p.167.

65. &. Rat:an Singh Di Garj, Quoted in W Gustafson, Sources
e_ﬁmg_&i?m Delhi, 1975, p.M. e Feon,




belonged to the Sikh Community and the Mahants were simply
the eustodians. They had now boegun to assert proprietary
rights and, in fact were becoming priest-proprietors.

The distinetion cf possessicn as owners and poseession
aeg custodiane for carrying out the religious and charitabdble
services was igncred, The Mahants began to exerecise personal
rights 4in the endowments and the resultant accumilation of wveslth
14 toc the deterioration of their eharaeter, These men were
becoming unacceptadble to the com~unity. Their baptisa and five

66 They had degensrated and

symbols became a mere anomaly,
vere a8 handsaid of the rulerts, They had degraded their venerated
position. The British never vanted the Sikhs to be the masterrs

of treir Gurdwaras, A letter, written by Lieutenant R.E.Eagerton,
to the Vieceroy, iLeord Ripon on 8th August, 1831 showed them

in their true colours. He wrote, "I think 1t would de politicaiiy
dangerous to aliov the management of the Sikh temples to fall

1nt0 the hands of a committee emancipated from government
ecntrel."e’.’ Az such the Mahants under the govermnment thumbd
falled to become the honest interpreters of the wishes of the
Panth, They issued a commandment from the Akal Takhat in

1915 and condemned the Komagata Mary sikhs.éa Akal Takhat

66. Teja Eingh, Gurdware Reform Movement asnd the Sikh Awekening.
903!‘1

67. Juoted in Dilgir, H.E., Shiromani
p. 46,

63, Teja Singh, Gurdwara Reform Movement and the Sikh Awakening,
op.Cit., P.V.LTOTOVOXC




the et cf National Will and powe:, war now a mere altar

where cfferings were made.éq Again in 1919, the eormunity felt

deeply insulted, wher Rur £ingh, the eustodian of the Golden Templé, ‘“\

offered a Saropa to {ir Miechael O'Dwyer, Lieutenant Gove:nor

ef the Panjab. General Dyer was also offered a Kirpan (fword

of Honour)ami it was gquoted in the British Parliament by Lord
Finlay that he ha? been made a Sikh.’C Thir showed hov the
governuent-appointed Sarbrah and the Mahants had degenerated and
disgraced themeelves in the eyes of the Fikhs by their role as
sycophants of thre British.?“

The way in vhieh the Govermment of India acquired the land
attached to the Gurdwara Rikabgarj, Delhi and the meex stand taken
by the Chief Khalza Diwvan, had already infurieted the Neo-Sikhs,
The Uikh milit:ney, thus aroused, reached new heights wvhen the
first wvorld war snded. They ver2 nov dead-get on capturing the
Curdwaras which had heen turned by the Mahants into drothels and

cesrpool- of their nefarious ueuvitias and where neither a man's
7°

hon~ur nor a wvoman's virtue wvas safe,

69. Gurbachan Singh and Lal Singhk,
1%,9.1?.

70, Colvin, lan, Life of General Dyer, Edinburgh, 1931, p.201,

7. Gulati, X.,C., The Aks nt,RNevw Belhi
also Josh, Eeohan & e _lthas h1,19%
2 & ® "mh ’h'

77« Mehtab Uih‘h, ‘ ab Leg
1%1' p.360,
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The newly formed Sikh League was also adopting a
radical posture. It demanded that Darbar Eahib, Amritsar be
placed in the hands of a representative body of the &mm,”

but the Government proerastinated,

The challenge to the Mahant: came from the Khalsa
'Biradari' of Amritsar which led the 'low caste converts' to
the Golden Temple on October 12,1920, The priests resicsted their
admission and even refused to accept Karah Parsad. It was
only after the eonsultation of the Holy Book that the priests
agreed to offer prayer: and accepted food from the hands of the
newlyconvorﬁod Silm!s..W The order from the Holy Book wast "He
receives the lowly into graece and putes them in the path of
righteous cne™, Thicz had deep effect on the priests as vell
as the congregation. Then they moved to the Akal Takht but the
priests there slipped awvay leaving the Guru Granth S8ahid
unattended., Bhai Kartar 8ingh Jhabar and Teja Singhabahuohor
anpointed a comittee of 2¢ Sikhs for the management of Shri Aksl
Takhat.”

Thus the pujaris ocusted themselves as they did not come

back even when Sunder Singh Ramgarhia, the Govermment-appointed
gar bra!_u)eontaetod them, Consequently, Teja Eimgh Bhuchar was

73. Roaoluuon of £ikh Leaguo% Amritsar, Juoted in Mohinder Singh,

!h! g;; HWQ”!!E,D‘l"i, 975,!;\.21.

2+, Niranjan Singh, Jiwvan Yatr: Master Tara £ s Delhi,
1970’ P.7%.

75 . Partap 5ingh, Gurdwara Su Arthat Axali Lahar,
Amitsnr,‘t%%,
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anvointed the first Jathediar of Sri Akal Takhat., There was no
pian for the struggle that so miraculously developed into the

Gurdwara Reform Movement., 76

On October 13, Deputy Com:issicnep
of Amritsar ansointed a canmittee of 7 persont for the contrecl

of the Goldgn Temgle.77 It wa: then that the Sikhs planned to
form a Central organisation of their own for the management

of the Golden Temnple, Akal Takhat and other Gurdwaras. This mcve
umerved the Panjak CGCovernaent. YUnder cuch eircumstances, Master
Mota Eingh, after mueh discussion and deliberatione, got issued

a mandate from the Akal Takha~.78 An assembly of tie Panth to
control and govern the Sikh ghriner wes, thus, summoned, The
Government, with the assistance ¢f the Maharaja of Patiala,
conttituted a committee of 36 £ikhe with the motive of folling
their attempt.79 The Akali leadershi» did not aliow the sirategy
to succeed an' formed a larger organisation of 175 members which

included 36 £ikhe nominated by the Government. This ecomrittee

was proclaimed the £hiro
80

Rovember 15,1720,

76. Bawa Harkirhan Singh, Reminiscences of the Axkali Movement,
(reprodueed in ’rhe A];t (English), p.8 of May 1#—20,1933).

77. Narsin Singh, Akeli Morcha-Te-Jhabber, Delhi, 19¢7, p.61.
He mentions t.he meémbers &8 unders (1 Sunder Eingh Ranarhu
(2) Bawa Harkishan Singh (3) Bhai Dewa Singh, (4) Bahsdur Si,ngh
Hakim, (5) Toja Singh Bhuehar (6) Aartar m;h Jhabbar,
(7 Chanla Singh, (8) Dr.Gurbakhash Singh and (9)Prof. 'Nja Singh.

78. Ibid oy p"?.??«-ﬂ,

79. Mohinder Singh, The Axali Movemeht, Delhi,1973,p».22=21,

8C. Partan fingh, Gurdwars ¢udhar, A | , Lehs .,ep.eit P.89.
gustafson,(W.Eric), Sources on Panjab Hi: tory, lhi,19?5,
p.1l+27 is not earrect. in ascribing 1921, as the year when

F.G.P.C, was formed,
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The leaderchin consi:ting of ¢, Eunder Singh Majithia,
€., Harbans Singh Atari and 8.  under ingh Pamgarhia wis mainly
loyal thcough gemuinely interested in the reform progr:mre cf the
S8ikh shrines. Its first meeting took plsce on 12th December, 1920
and a cormittee of "5 Beloved onas" wuis aprointed to draw up the
mode, manner and method of the management and ritusls to be

fellowed in the Gurduaras.g1

The forma:ion ¢f the fhtromani Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee rovided a focal point for the mcovement for the

reformation of Sikh religious 1nzt1tutleﬁe.8‘

During this period the tikh Lesgue which hsd its
gtart wvith the ultra=lovalist President Fardar Bahadur Gajjan
Singh on December 27,1719, at Amritsar, came %0 be controlled
by the nationalists, It passed a resoluticn of non._coonera:ion
with the govermment, under the influence of Gandhi Ji, at 1its
Lahore sescion on October 20,1920, despite the oprosition of
€. Taja Singh%ahuchar, fardar Amar Singh of Lyall Gazette and
Bhal Jodh Cingh. The resolution was warmly advoerted and upheid
by Master Mota Singh, Sardar 8S8ardul fingh Caveeszhar, fardar
Harchanl Singh Lyvallpur, {ardar Teja Singh Samundri, Sardar Amar
Singh anl Sardar “armakh Singh%Jhabal. The Ghadrite veterans too

advoeated the condunction with the mainatream of the na:zional

81. Sarhadi AJit Eingh, Punjabli tuba, opn.cit., p.21, Bhai Teja
81ngh, tna) Sodn s:u_mshan Singh, Bhai Teja Singh.]
Ehuchar and S.,Balwant Singh, R:1s Xulia were “’1ve Beloved
Cnes."

82. Barbans Singh, The Her e of the Eikhs, Delhi,1983,p.27C.




‘polities. B3

Already the "Akali" brought out by Master Sundsr
Singh Lyallpuri and Giani Eira 8ingh Dard and others on May 21,
1920 was nlaying the role of the precursor of the Akali Mcvement
and in itz firs¢ issue had outlined its programme advoecating
Panthic control over the Curdwaras; Khalsa College, Amritsar
and repairing of the democlished wall of Curdwara Rakabgzanj, Delhi,

g

The £ikh alignment with national mainstream made the Covernment
anxiocus and it tried to arrive at some compromise with the Eikhs,
The demolished wall of Curdwara YFakabg:.nj was got built before
December 1,1920 and Khalssa College was handed over to a college
committee before 5th November,1920. Thoagh the British compromised
vhen confronted with threatc of violence, yet the relations once
scarred were not repaired again. The Eikhs were awakened to a
reneved sense of separate political identity based on religicn
and it eventually brought the Sikhs into conflict with the Britieh,
The Sikhs were firm in their endeavour to liberate the “urdwaras
from the eontrol of the Mahants, to them the liberation of
Gurdwvaras was ag important as the Khilafat Movement was to
Mohammedans. 'Swaraj’ to them ineluded in its concept the
liberation of the Gurdwarse as well.8% Onfortunately, the

83, Hira Singh, Merjsn Kuih Ithasik Yadan, op.cit., p.167.
84. Niranjan Singh, Prineipal, Mers Jiwan Vikas, Delhi, 1970,p.75.

8<. Teja Singh, Gu
op.cit., P.8%,
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Mahants on the instigntion cf the govermment oficials defied the
Sf4khs, Fuch a situaticn ecald not be tecle:ranted 1ndaf1n1tely.86

I+ was on 14 th Deeember,1920 th:: the Fhiromani akali
D:l war forred to atssist the Shiromzni Gurwiwvara Parbandhak
Cownittee. Fardar Sarmukh Singh{Jhabal w r its first President.3”
It wvag to train men for tacing over the Gurdwaras from the
r-ealeitrant Mahants. The A all Dal sent Jathas to different
Gurdwaras, eaptured and handed them ove: to the Shiromauni

' DRNC '15 cm ttee. By thiE ?ém the Gurdwaras of

Babe Di Ber, Sialkot, Gurdwara Bhail Joga &ingh , Peshaw:r, Panjg
fahib, facha fauda, Khadur Sahib, Tham Eahib, KfFa Sahid and
Chohla Sahib passed into the hands of the fikhs., Ail this ha'pened
peacefully; But the Akal]l =zealots ha? their baptism of fire

at Tarn Taran on Ja.nuary 2541321, where two Akalis fell victinm

88 .,

to the priestly aggression, » Wi& only a prelade to what

hapnened on Februsry 20,1971 at Nankana 5:hib in vhich 130 persons

89 This tragely warke? the watershed in the

Gurdwara Feform Movoment and the Sikh-British rel.tions. The
£4khs now realised that they eould oust the Mahante only if the

government was compelled to withdraw ites suprnort zo the latter,

desdi, Am'itear, October Qw,1 R2.

83, Giant Parup & 1ngh,
L » B -@1&0’ 9;%0

8%, Gurbax S5ingh Jhabalia, Sahidi Jiwain, RNankana £ahib, 1738,
P.573 gives a list o BZ | “illed st Nankana. The Government
report conceded 130 s5e ku.led vide P.L.C.D., 304, Alco see
Panjab CGovt.Communique of Feb.?7 1921, qucted in the Civil
and ¥ilitar azatee Oct., 23,1 1931, xarm eingh Jhabba: ,

3 Te dwarian le Kabe in de m},at (MBE)
>C,y vi 8 raner

1., glves the nez of xilled at
Fabzuary 23,1921 it wzc about 200,
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Cn Februzsry 21,1921 Bhai dartar Singh Jhabbar vith
a Jutha of 22CC entered the Curudwara Janam Asthan, £hri
Nankana £:hib defying Deputy Commiscionarte ordors.gc The
show of forece at this time retrieved the &ikh prestige. The
Con~iceicner of Lahore, M:. C.V.King yielded and asked Bhai
Kartar Z4ingh Jhaboar and Sardar Mehtab Singh to form a committee
of seven menbers which immediatelv took eontirol of the Gurduwara
unior the Presidentship of £ . Harbane SinghiAtari, a moderate
Chief Khals: Diwan 10%$¢t.91

The Fankana tragedy had drawn the iine. The Panjabd
Governrent w.g8 on the side of the Maha.ts wvhere ar the Sikhs
masces and the Akali lez‘ershi» drew sistenance from the
national foreer., The Government, ealculatingly, followed a
new noliey. It triel to suppre:s the extremists anx! veaken
the Akall agitation by offering many baits. Euch circumstances
led to a long strug:le kncwn as thé Asall mmemam‘., which
in turn prepared the groiand for the genesis of a vioclent
movement eoncsicting of these Akalis whe were militant and
non-gooneraiors, It came toc be kncwn ae¢ the Babbar Akali

Movement,

960 Kartar 51“"3 Jhabw & 34
de Kabge Lain de aa;i :

9. Tardar Harbans SinghiAtari wus the grandson of Eardar Shanm
&ingh{Acari, veteran of the ba.tle of Sabhraen, fought on

February 10,194¢.
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11

CRIGIN OF THi BABBAH AKALI MCVEMENT

£o the Babbar Akali Mcovement wag the naturszl sequel

o she Gurdwara Reform Movement. The £4ikhs had started a
vigorous passive re:istance movement for the control and
managewent of the Gurdwaras under the pre:zture of the Eikh
opinion, sometimes backed by the thow of force. The Mahants
began to yield ani agreed to become paid granthis. The formatien
ef the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Cowmi-tee on 15th December,
192C and of the A<ali Dal on 1:th December,1920 wis a prel.de

of the coming stragglét Even bafere this, the Sikhs had started
an agitation, for the contrcl of the Curdwaras of Chomala

Sahinh at Lahore andi Babe Ki Ber at SIalkot.a The Gurdwar: Babe
Ki Ber, “Mlkot, was nasted over tothe fikhs on October 6,170,
when C.%.King, Com-izsioner Lahore Diviszion approved the Oommittao
of 13 nersons under &, Kharak ingh to control the Gurdwara,

On 12th October,1720, Bhai Teja Singh/Bhuchar made u sudden

swoon on the Axkal Tskhat and took possession - f the shrine.3

The control of Darbar ©s-hib, Amritesr and Akal Takhat

oassed into the fikh hands., On November 13,1920, Gurdwaras

of Panja ®ahib wag also brought under their econtrcl. The

1, Sarhadi, AjJit Eingh, Punjabi Subdba, on.eit., p.76,

?- fﬁmith ,V.Eg, m Akali Dﬁl aﬂd 3.GQP.CO e c l
Memorendan, Simla 1922, Reproiuced in the Puynia
betober, 1967,p.28C,

.,g ‘
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Panjah Government heaved a sigh of reiicf only on Dacember 12,
1720 when the modernte Sikhe like Cardar gundcr 8ingh Majithia,
fardiar Harbans SinghijAtari and fardar Sunier fingh Ramgarhia
wer~ el~cted Prerident, Viece«Precident ani Secresary «f the
Shirorani Gurdwars Parbandhak Comri.tee. The Governqent had
always been aporehensive cf the rerults of surrendiering to the

advocates of ultr - -8ikhisn,

The mcvement w:.s proceeding, ag the Government thought,
on eonctit itional lines and the moderate element was sufficien:ly

4 But the suddenness

gtrong to discourage any hasty action.
with which the £ikh affairs were undergoing a change, falsified
the hopes of the Government. The authorities werc insensitive

~ t0 the temper of the timas.s The official attitude, that

a person in whose name property was registered was prima facie
the owner and could be ousted only by means of a sulte was
galling to the awakened £ikh masres. The three wave open to the
fikhe tc earry out reforam such as boycott, presrure of puhlie

6 The radiecal

oninion and litigaticn had proved ineffective.
Sikhs who were sore at the malversation and abuses of every

kind eschewed the ordinsry processes of law and tried to

capture the Gurdwaras, While professing to act in a non-viclent

mannsr,7 a few gealot Akalis like Teja SinghﬁChnharkana, Kartar
¢

Ivid., p.267.
Khushwsnt tingh,

N &
L

L

o

69.61%., D.B».

7. William,Rush Broo:, India in 1721-22, Calcutta, 1922,p.60,
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fingh Jhadbvar and Teja Singh{Bhuchar activised the camiraign for
the forcible seizure as vell of the Gurdwaras. At the same

time the nalitieo-reltgioas propaganda was gtarted in the rural
arear an?! the fikh religiois enthusiasm wae assiduously nureed.
The Shiromani Ghrdwara Parbandhak Committee, whote object

wis Lo ohtain econtrol over all the £ikh Gurdwaras and religicus
institutions, soon came tO be controlled by a caucus of extremists
to vhom the easuse of religiois reform differed lit:le from

8 Thisz unnerved the authorities, The

extreme nationalism.
fikhs vere now coming closer to the Indlian Natlional Congrecs

8s well., The Central Sikh League in 1ts second sesgsion from 18th
to 2Cth October,1920 passed a reroclution of ncnecooperation with
the governnment, despite its balt to concede the demand of complets

control of the £ikh shrines.9 By this time the Ehiromani

Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee hal jettisoned the old £ikh idesa
of dependence on the governmen’ and began to mould the destiny
of the Fikh natianzo

With the transfer of the Golden Temple and Akal
Takhat to the £ikh community, the attached Gurdwaras of Tarn
Taran and Baba Atal also fell into their hands. The actual
nossegsion of the Tarn Taran shrine was obtained only on 25th
January, 1921 "at the sacrifice cf two precious 1ivesn, 1!

8. fmith, V.M., A confidential Memorundum, on.cit.,n.267.
9. Narain Singh, Akali Morcha Te Jhabbar, Delhi, 1967, p.72.

10, “mith , V.M4A Confidentisl Memorandum, op.cit., p.287,

11. fahni, HRuehi Ram, Strugzle for Reform in ¢ ikh Shrines,
on.eit., P.21,
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fohan Singh Josh is of the view tha: the defisnt ani trueulent
attitude of the Mahants and subsequent attack on the unarmed
Akallis was at the instigasion of C.M, aing, Commisciocner,

12

Lahors,Division. However, the local autherities realizing
the innocence of the Akalis, debarred the Mahantes from entering
the Curdwara ary! vasced on the Gurdwars into the hands of the
reformers. The Curdwarz Feform movement had eaught a momentum
now, On 1kth February,1971 Naurangabad and on 18th Feoruary,
1921 Khadur Sahibd Gurdwaras were brought umler the control of
the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee. The aim sc far
obviouely was to reform management of the Gurdwaras and not to
expel the Mahants . These were captured only when the Mahants

became truculent with the connivance of the officials,'S

The &ikhs were much alarmed =zt the acts of Mahant
Narain Dass of Nankana Sahid Gurdwara, who, like his predececzor,
Mahsnt fadhu Ram, began to lead irreligious and licentious Life.Th
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee rerolved on Janua:y 2k,
1921 to call upon the { ikhs to assemble in a diwvan at Kankana
Sahib from March 4-6,19241 so that Mahant might be impressed
unon, the urgency of reform. come zealot reformerr like Kartar
£4ngh Jhabbar even talked of foreible occupation of the
Gurdwara. The Mahant on the other hand "began to collect
weanone with wvhieh to defend himself from the attack planned

12. Josh, Sohan &Eingh, Akal{ Morehian Da lIthar, Delhi,
197?, p.56.

13. Ibidt’ pt’?0
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Th2 preparation by the Mahant eoi1ld not have ;one
annoticed ani official inacticn to dissiade the Mahant from
the sulecidal step stemmed only due to their eomplieity in th.
whole affair. Mr. C.M, King, Commissioner Lahore Divi:ion,
received a deputation of the Mahants in Deceamher,197°C and gave
cortain legsl advice which was nublished an! freely distribateud
by Baba Kartar fingh Bedi. Thi: created very bvad effect and it
wag eonsidered that this might lead to bloodshod.15 The fear
wre not unfounded. The change in the attitude of the Mahants
followed the change in the pclicy of the Government. Mahant
Nar=in Dass who hal agreed to enter intc a dialogue, falled to turn
u» for talks on 7th Februzry,1971 at facha Sauda and on February
1%, 1921, at fheikhupura. Ins-eal, he evclved a strategy to
murder the top Akall leaders during the diwen to be organised
by them fiom March 4-6,1921. The information regurding this
nefaricis nlan was sapnlied to Kartar &ingh Jhabbar by his
eonfidant Avtar Singh, who lived in the company of Mah:int HNa:ain
Dass.'® Bhai Kartar fingh Jhabbar alongwith Bhai Lachhman Singh
of Dharowal =zn? Bhai Buta Singh of Lyallpur decided to oeccudy
Gurdwars Janim Asthan on Februcry 20, when Mahant would be busy

5 o Harch 19&1 C.M.King

15. mgﬁi, Ruchi Ram,

16. Narain Singh, Akall Morcha [e Jhabuar,op.cit.,p.101,



wvith the Sikh Sapatap conference at Lshore.'” Thoagh they
tried to keep their move a closely guarded soerttm from the
S8hiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee but, somehow, 5. Teja
8ingh Samundari, Naster Tara Singh and HSardar Harchand Singh
Lyallpuri got the vind of it. They reached Lahore and wvere
joined by Sardar Sardul Singh Caveesher, Master Sunder Eingh
Lyallpuri, Sardar Jacswant Singh of Jhabal and Bhai Dalip

Singh. &. Jaswant Singh and Bhai Dalip 8ingh were asked to
dissusde the Jathas from reaching Nankana Sahib. They contacted
Bhai Kartar Singh Jhabvar and it was left to Bhai Dalip 5ingh
to oontact Eardar Lachhman Singh of Dharowal at Chander Kot, but
he failed to establish links vith him there.'®’

He reached Nankana Sahib and sent s mezsenger to
Lachhmen Eingh vho agreed not to proceed but coaxed by Bhai
Tehal Singh went to the Gurdwara to pay obeisanse, Thereupon the
ghastly crime was perpetrated upon the innocent Eikha.zo
They were subjected tc bullets and firing without any provoeation
n".2'  The nuwber of the killed will
remain a mystery for ever but the Panjab Government conceded 130

ani "without parley or guestio

deaths.”? Karam Singh Station Master, who heard the sound of the
12. Dﬂ,gir, Harjinder €ingh, Ehiromeni Akali Dal, Jullundur, 1978,
Pe/de6

18. Rarain Singh,

19. The phea is not sm« Kot n haa bnn orrmoously given
by Josh, Sohan 81:13 srehian hag, op.cit., p.6+
and Mohinder Sing p.31.

See, Partap Sia h é ]
op.eit;, §.102.

20, Josh, Sohan Eingh, Akali Morchiap Da Ithas, op.cit.,p.65.
21. The Tridbune, Lahore,1% Eeptember,1921,
2?. 8ee Foot note 89’ Ch.1.
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bullets, left for the Gurdwara and came :o know cf the facts.
He, immediately sent telegrams to the variocus quarters.23 The
Deputy Commisricner of Sheikhupura, Mo, J.,C. Currie reached
there around 12«30 n.w. The Sub=-Inenectors of warburton and
Mangatwala Police { tstions reached after him. C.M.King,
Commissioner of Lahore Division with a military force cof 10C
British and 10C Indian scldiers and the D,I.G, of Police amd
several fikh Sardare arrived in the evening. The military was
put on guarcl.:}h The tragedy hal! shacen all and sundry. Sir
John Maynard assured in the Panjab Lezislative Couneil on
March 27,1921 that the Government would make every effort

to conduct a fall and impartial enquirygs and would bring the

offenders to jurtice to aszuage the intensits of the Sikh agony.

The authcrities, immnediately set to work and arresced
Mahant Nar:in Dass, twh of his disciples end 26 Pathans. The
Curdwara wags alsc put under the protection of the Government.
Bhai Kartar Singh Jhabbar wag infuriated at it and be set out
fror the GQurdwara Khara Sauda with 22C( Akalis and reached Janam
Asthan Curdwara tramnpiing every order under fooht and igncring

“3. Telegrams were sent %0 Fir Edward Maclagan, the Lieutenant
Covernor of the Panjaby, D.C, Seikhupura, Mr.J.C.Curry; &.P,
Cheikhupura: Thiromani CGurdwara Parbandhak Commiitee and
Mahatma Gandhi.

?+e The Civil and Military Gngzette, Lahore, Februarv 72,191,

5. Statement of fir John Maynard, P | 4 s
Debates, 8tk January to 16th April,19%1, Vel.l,p./.




B
e

every autherity. At this shcw of force, the Commiscioner
yielded and handed over the keys to a Commi-tee of seven

me-bers under the Presidentshi» of Sardar Harbans &1ngh,%
Atar1.26 The Mahants of other loeal Gurdwaras also accepted

the contrecl of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,
with~ut any further proerastination. This tragedy suscitated the
Sikh anger. They suspected intrigue behind the carnage of

the innocent and none-violent {ikhs, fome of them orenly
expressed this viewv to the, then, Panjab Governor, ‘ir

Edward Maclagan, on hie arriva. at Nankana £ahidb on 22nd
February,1ﬂ@1.27 It was rincerely bzlieved th-t an

avoidable tragedy could have been ave:-ted. The leaders

cf the Congree:s, the £ikh League, the Chief Khalsa Diwan and

the S1ikh member: of the Panjab Legislative Council reached

the spot and expressed their shock. Mahatma Gandhi called

it o "second edition of Dyerism, more barbarouas, more
calcalated an! more ftendish than the Dyerism of JaLlianvala.“eg
He strongly believed that in this carnage "Governzent also
had a hand."®? On 3rd March,1921 he attended a diwan

26. Kartar Singh, Jhabbar

27.Eahni , Ruechi Ram, Struggle for Reform in Sikh thrines
GQoﬁito’ 9.790 |

{, Vol.XIX, New Delhi,

ahni Kuehi Ram, Struggle for Refor=m in 8ikh Shrine:
oo.cit., pP.82, |




in wvhieh ¥, Kartar fingh Jhabbar spoke, that "ju:t as the
riring sun awakens the people from sleep, in a like manner,
nrenaratione for Swaraj have raised the Sikhs from their
Elumber,., That is why they have demanded religious freedom

ag¢ the first step towards the attainment of their objective."3°
wWhat the Mahant of Nankana Fahib had done war unparalieled

in the history of mankind. finee then the Sikhs had made

uap their mind not to lat the Mahants make Gurdwaras resorts

of gamblerc, wine bibbers and bad eharaeters“.31

This tragedy turned a larger pdart of the £ikh
Community into the proponents of the reform of the Gurdwaras
and conseguently they became Akalia.32 They, subsejuently,
stepped up the proees:c of occupying the Gurdwaras foreibdly,
The eontrol of Luliani on February 23,1921; Hehr on ¥ebruary
27,1921; Rori fahib on February 28,1721 Sach Khand (Chuharkana)
on Mareh §,1921: Gurdwara Manak on March 6,1921; Tham Sahib
at Jhambrr on March 7,1921 and Curdwara Ram Das on March 12,1721,
by the fikhe was a pointer to the new mcod cof the community.33
It war the iwmediate recult of the -aséacre at Nankana £ahid whieh

3C, Juoted in £ahni, Ruchi Rax, &
fhrinec, op.cit., p.81.

31. SEtatement of Sardar Bahadur Mehtab £ingh, P*giah Lo§;$;at§ve
Council Debates, 8th January to 16th A ril, 1921, Vol.1,p.okk,
320 Ibldo’ pé’kﬁ'o

330 Emith ’ V.M.,
Fection 1=1,

le for heform in £

op.cit., p.?52=54,




accentuated the prejuwdices of the reforaing party aguin: ¢
the ineumbents of the Curdwaras, It also led to the erisis of
confidence. The £ikhe lost faith in the Government. The
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhaz Committee, in its meeting,
held from W-6 March, 1971 at Nankana £ahib, boycotted the
Covernment Inquiry Committee. 1t was Master Mota Singh vho
broaght the resolution proposing the boyeott of the Ingquiry
Committee to investigate the ¢se of martyre. The resolation
was passed Aesnite the ovposition of Fardar Harhans Singh 63
Atari, Bhai Jodh Singh amd Eardar Kartar Eingh.Jhabhar.3h It
w:ig aleo resolved to take over the Curdwaras forcibly if those
were not handed over by April 3, 19?1.35

This incensed the Panj)ab Government. Finece then,
its poiicy was ranged totally against the Akali agita&icn.36 It
embarked upon a path of repressicn. it put M, J.W, Bowring,
nctorioucsly hostile to the Eikh aspirations, incharge cf the
1nvaatigaticn.37 It encouraged members of the Chief Khalsa
Piwan to collaborate with the Covernment an! contsidered them
natural loaaors.33 Sardar Sunder Singh Majithia, who war

3=, Narain Singh .Akal;‘nor§ha Te Jhabbar, op.cit., p.133.
Also vide 5oén eV 0580L48401n ND, °

3. Sahni, Ruechi Ram, Struggle for Refo. n Sikh Shrinec,
033 .eit X pp 083"'8h .

36. Copal Singh, £
P.655.

37. fahni , Ruchi Ram,
0?3.011;4»' 9066.

38. Niranjan &ingh,
Jathedar, Julil




a member of the Lerisl:tive Council andi was sworn in on

February 23,1921 ,39 w:.f made Revenue Minister. In the¢ eyes
of the radieal “ikhs, he became a J‘ho;iehuek,m
Government now followed a t.wo-protged poliey of sunpreccing

The Panjab

the Axall movement and at the sz2me time initisting such a
Gurdwara Bill which might snsure its direct or indirect cont.rol.m
The letter of the Governwment of India to the Governcr of the
Panjab also showed concern at the lawlessness of the Sikhe and

Y2 Then the wholetale

alvised him to exereise conircl imaediately.
arrests began and abcut 15C Akalls were arrested arxi most of
then were convicted of various ct:xlsu"get;‘t3 8. Kartar fingh Jhabhar

wag rentenced to 18 yearr of imprisonment and &6, Teja Singh%

Bhuchar to seven years of ivprisonment on the charge:z of

dacoities, robbheries and thefte, ete.u' '

8, Jarmuary 8 to April 16,

L0, Khu*zhwant Singh, A History of the £ikhs, Vol.II, on.cit,, p.20C.

41. Josh, £ohan Singh, Akali Merchian Da Ithas, op.cit., p.98.

42. Letter of d.H.,Vineent, member of C,G.'s Councii to Eir
kdward Maclagan, Governor Panjab, dated March 13, 13214,
Nc.621=-Police.

b3, Narain Singh, Akali
vide Dilgir,H.t .Shix
and Jorh, Sohan Singh,

& 5 9 oeitcg Po"%' Al:o
d Onoeitt’ P-”o
da Ithﬁs. op.cit.,

Mo Sahni Ruehi Ran,

Etr
op.eit., p.67.
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Thus the leaders whc were in the vanguard cf the Gurdwara

Reform movement were put behind the bars., The whole Sikh community
was shocked at the eonvictions of their wvenerated lesderc,
Meanwhile, the control of the Akali Dal and the Shiromani

Curdwara Parbandihak Commi:tee also nagsed into the hands of

e
45 The Shiromzni Gurdwareae

th- nroferced non-coonerators,
Parbandhak Committee passed a resolation to free all the Akalis

by 10th April, 1921, reiterating its stand that 1t did nct believe
in the forecible occuration of the Gurdwaras. But the Nankana
affair and ite after-math brought to the fore ancther group to
vhich non-viclence wa: nauseating. They advccated non-cooperation
but decried its programme of non-violence. The group was deenly
inspired by Master Mota Singh, who escaped police net after

making anti-government speeches in the Sikh diwans. His speeches
aroused the Fikh militante to take reccurse tec viclence and

mirder 8ll those who were allegedly resoonsible for the Nan-«ana

e rnage. These Akalie met separately at Hoshiarpur on the
oceasi~n of the Thirteenth Sikh Educzticn Conference, held from

25th to 27th Karch,19?1.h6 They created dizturbance in the

conference as well and worked on a separate programme.k7

LW5. Smith, V.M,, A Confidential Memorandum, o~.cit., p.”71.

4. Charan Singh and Darbara Singh, The Work of Sikh fdueatic
Confer-nce, Amritsar, 1%, and/

D+ give the correct date uhcreas %a’ya Me.Rai, Punjab% Beroic
Tradition, op.eit., pl 77, Mochinder &1ngh, rge A.a ovement,
opoﬂitc, p.ﬂl-h, u“ﬂdﬁr ulngh Babbar Ais +BNAY OD 60 to’

Giani Nahar singh, Agaii Jian Lehram, op.cit., p.30C give
the date from Mareh 19 to s 1721, which 18 net correct,

47. The Akali, Lahore,April 1921,
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They were equally patriotic believing in the militant
tr2ditions of the Nghaggs.ha
the Com-d:cicner of Lahore Diviction, J.W, Rowring, S.P., Cel.D.,

They decided tc murder C.M.King,

Mahant Dewa Dass of Nankana and Basant Dass of Manak, fardar
Sunder Cingh Majithia as well as Baba Kartar Singh Bedi, all
allege! to be responsible for the Nankana tragocly.kg The plan
micfired an® the brain behind the scheme hal toc abscond, but this
nut the groan on a different tracx, Thus was formed the

nebuloug terrorist groupn. ve formal apnearance paved the way
for the movement which came to be known as the Babbar Akall
Movement.so Even Khan €ahib Mir Faszsal Imam, D.5,P,y C.I.D.,
Panjab also ailuded tc this when he stated that "after the Nankana
affair certain Akalie conspirel together to murder the government
officials and it: supporters. TwC eGOnsPir:torc were arrested.
Kishan Singh went into hiding in the Doaba and all the efforts

of the police to arrest: him failed for a considerable time,
This organisation (Chakarvarti Jatha), subsequently merged into
the Babbar Akali Jatha.”' Ko wonder, then, thet the Babbar Axali
novement took birth after the Nankana Tragedy. Master Motz
€4ingh formed a band of Sikh desperadoes to svenge the rurder of
the innocent Sikhs. This band undertook to proteet Master Mota
fingh at the cost of their lives and acted as his bodyguards,

43. Khushwant £ingh, A Hictory of the Sikhs, Vol.II, op.cit., p.201,

L7, Home-Political, File No.,1WM/II/1323, p.75, Also Home-Political
File N»n.268/1922,p.12,

$0. Khushwrnt Singh, ctory of the Sikhe, Vol.II, ovn.cit., p.205.
Meale
1. Pa onspiracy, p.8k?2.
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&« Kishan Singh Gargaj wur foremost among his cevoteer who
fuarther carried on a relentless ecamnaign of preaching rebellion
and threatening loyalists, He rathered round him a band of
activists, who subsequently eame tc be known as the Babbar
Aknlis.sg

The Government poliev durin: the Gurdwara Reform
acvement and the atrocicus treatment meted ocut tc the Akali
prisoners added infcult to the injurv. With every excess,
the militants became =ore desperate. The Sikh peasants had
been "committed tc a policy of relfe-determination and had bveen
iniuced by some mysterious p»rogess cf mass psychology to enter
a gphere of activity wvhich was of naticnal interest ani was

bitserly anti-British."”3

The Chiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Com-ittec was
awvare that viclence woiuld only have retrogressive effect, and
exerted its infigence to restrain the more imsetuous of ite
follower: whc were exnressing their readine:s tc settle the
Curdwara isfue at the point of the sword.5h Despite this
clear position, the Government attitulte ws: not helpful, It
was bent uaoon eontrolling the Gurdwara Reform movement through
its stooge, the Chief Khalex Diwan. The confrontaticn of the
lovalists ant nonecoonerators on 11th May,1921, once again

demonstrated the majority of the radicals in the 8.G,.P.C., vhen

53. Sﬂith' V.?‘!., Co;g 1‘30“%;31 Hm;andnm, 0,}."o¢it0’ 9.299.
Sh’Ibif’i., p.g%.
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loyalistts failed to forestall the resolation of non~cooperanion.55
The Covernment gut fardal fSingh Caveesher under arrest on 27th
May, 1921 as 1tlwas 12 who had spearhesied the non-cooperation
resolation. The Shifomani Gurdwara Parbandhak Com-ittee healed
by &, Kharak Singh also endorsed the nolicy cf ncn=-coorersntion,
on 28:h August,y,1921, The Axali leaders began their tour of the
n-ovince urging the fikhs to join the Axali Dal and rise ar

oneée man to liberate their Gurdwaras. For this purpose a
Shahidi Dal war raised in September, 1921, At Teja and Hothian
8 large number of Akalls appeared as if by mag1056 and eaptured
the Curdwarae on September 66,1321 and November 1, 1921,

respectively.57

The Government, once again, tried to browebeat the
$4khs on key's affair., On October 29,1921 the Sarbrah of the
Colden Temple was asked by the £.6.P.C, to hand over the «eys
tec its Presiient. The Deputy Commissioner of Amritsar sent his
nominee to collect keys from the Carbrah te forestall the
S.G.?.C, decision. This led to an agitation. The Denuty
Commissioner, thue, threw a li hted match in the highly inflammable
povder keg. The clamping <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>