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THE THI BUN B DATED HOYTMBBR 27 n 1 9 3 4 , T>ag » l . c o l . l - ? 

GIJHU-.ICA-BA&H INQJIRY 

T h e G u r u - k a - B a g h i n c i d e n t s f o r i a u n i q u e c h a p t e r ' 

in t h e h l a t o * j r of t h e A k a l l s t r u g g l e i n t h e P u n j a b , 3 x h i b i -

t i n g . t h e y d o , t h e s p i r i t o f s e l f -3 a c r i f i ce and u n f l i n c h i n g 

d et orminafcion of t h a A k a l i s on t h e one h a n d / , and t h e 

e x c e s s e s of an i r r e s p o n s i b l e b u r e a u c r a c y on the. o t h e r . 

T h e f o r b e a r a n c e and s - i f - r e s t r l n t d i s p l a y e d by t h e A k a l i a 

i n t h e f a o a of u n p r o v o k e d v i o l e n c : by t h e p o l i c e , tnd 

t he m inner in which they braved day a f t or day t h e c rue l 

t r ea tmen t meted out to them by t h e cons t abu l a ry a r e , 

indeed, without a p a r a l l e l in t h h i s t o r of r e c e n t timon. 

Sp ca l l Importanoe, t h e r e f o r e , n a t u r a l l y a t t a c h a s to t he 

r e p o r t of the Committee appoin ted by the A l l - I n d i a 

Corigr^ss Working Committee to i n q u i r e in to the whole a f f a i r 

The Committee c o n s i s t e d of f i v » d i s t i n g u i s h e d p u b l i c m ijn 

of t h country, none of whom had had any th ing , d i r e c t l y 

o r i n d i r e c t l y , to do w i t h t h e Akal i a g i t a t i o n of which t h e 

inc iden a which formed the sub jec t m * t er of the inq i r y 

were in o f f - s h o o t . Four of the members of t h e Committee 

were eminent l a w y e r s , one of than fcelng an ex-Advocate-

General of Madras; while the f i f t h was a European. This 

independent Committee examined as many as 110 w i t n e s s e s 

and went through a l a r g e mas--- of documents; and a f t e r a 

ca re fu l and p r o t r a c t e d i n v e s t i g a t i o n i t ha^ come to con-

e l u s i o n s which a r e n t i r e l y in accord wi th th-> views 

of those who wi tnessed th i gruesome occur e n c - s from 

day to (ay. Tha Committee has a t t a c h e d the g r e a t e s t 

p o s s i b l j weight to every argument advanced by Government 

in support of the i n s a n s a t e ex »e^ of i t s o t i c i a l s 

and has made #very p o s s i b l e a l lowance for t h e e x i g e n c i e s 

f t he s i t u t io n# 

Aq to t h e a t t i t u i of t ha Akal La th roughou t 

t h i s a f f a i r , t h e r « *'as n s v a r iny doub t , as ev«n t h e i r 
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Seve res t d e t r a c t o » admi t ted t h e i r s t r i c t adher3nca to 

non-v io l once, Th ; s i s what the Committee f inds on t h i s 

po in t : -

r . Maepheraon examined in t he case Grown 

Teraus Mehtab S^ngh and 8 o t h e r s , a l ready 

r e f e r r e d t o , depoeesl "I as not a u r p r i s e d 

to see the n o n - v i o l e n t d i i r a c t e r of t e 

j at has • I expected i t . I g r*nt that t h e 

S^khs1 n o n - v i o l e n c e of c h a r a c t e r was not the 

r e s u l t of a ah w of P o l i c e ?o rce but of t he vow 

which thsy have taken to remain n o n - v i o l e n t . 

Hon v i l ^ n c e wan a p o r t i o n of t h e d a i l y vow of t h e 

Akali8# H on t h i s an ambiguous admission of t h e 

Offi .er »ho a i n charge of t h e o p e r a - i o n s of 

d i s p e r s i n g ! t h e r e could not be a shared of 

excuse 9 not tl f l i m s i e s t if p r e t e x t s , f o r the 

s t o ry t h a t t he3e Akal i J a t h a s Were l i k e l y to 

cau*e a d i s t u r b a n c e of the oubl ic/> peac* . 

Ag t o the content ion of t h e Government tha t the 

minimum f o r e was used, the op in ion of t h e Committee i s 

e q u a l l y emphat ic . Making evary a l lowance fo r t .a p o s s i b i 

l i t y of conscious or unconscious e x a g g e r a t i o n and p r e c e d i n g 

on the assumption t h a t the P u l i c e w re e n t i t l e d to d i s p e r s e 

the AKal i3 , the Committee cornea to the fo l l owing conc lu

s i o n s : -

We are alj. c i j * r l y *nd e m p h a t i c a l l y of op in ion 

t h a t the fo ce used was e x c e s s i v e on a l l 

o c c a s i o n s ±n<L on som<* v » l c r u e l l y exc 3 a i v e , I t 

was c e r t a i n l y not requ i r e d by the n e c e s s i t i e s of 

the s i t u a t i n g Tho ? 0 l i c > a r r e s t e d and p r o s e 

cuted Ak^l i s b - fo r e t he took to t h i s f o r c i b l e 

d i s p e r s a l , i i when they s topped i t , t hey aga in 

ook to a r r e s t and p r o s e c u t i o n . -Ihe Aka l ios 

sought a r r e s t . T h ' 3 o r d e r l y a r rang ment of J a t h a s 
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i n rows of t w o , t h r e e o r f o u r men, o i a b e h i n d 

t h e o t h e r , and t h e i r s i t t i n g down w i t h f o l d e d 

hand8 s i n g i n g hymns as soon a s t h e y wore e t o p p -

ed p r o v e c o n c l u s i v e l y t h a t the P o l i c e had o n l y 

to t e l 1 t h <jm t o ho Id t h era s i v u n d e r a r r a i t 

and t y ^ould h a v e s i l e n t l y and c h e e r f u l l y 

marched to j a i l . Tha u n i t e d t e s t i m o n y of t h e 

numerous w i t n e s s s m A a s u s come to t h e 

c o n c l u s i o n t h a t >he o b j e c t of t h e GoVarnuen t 

*a* n o t d i s p e r s a l . 

I n f iC i of t h e ove rwhe lming and o n m i s t a k b a l a 

e v i d e n c e of t h e e x c e 3 g e * p e * r p e t r a t e d by t h e P o l i c e ^ t 

Guruka Ba h , t h e Committee co \3Ld n o t p o s s i b l y hav.-* come 

to any o t h e r c o n c l u s i o n ; n o r would i t h a v * t e « p o s s i b l e 

f o r i t t o frame t h o s e c o n c l u s i o n s in mors r e s t r a i n e d 

l a n g u a g e th*n t h a t a c t u a l l y employed by i t * 

Tha T-riDune d . t ed NnVem 1 9 2 4 . pa . ;e 7 . c o l s . 1 - 3 

THE HINDU-I/iUSL IM PRO 3LXH # . . . 1 . 
* 

( I n t r o d u c t i o n ) - by L a l a Laj"oat Rai 

Af te r the above was w r i t t e n on board t h e sh ip 

du r ing my voy&g? to I n di&, I h-air e had f u r t h e r co r robo 

r a t i o n of s t a t emen t s mado in v:hat i have seen f read 

and observed i i n c e my l a n d i n g at Bombay, on t h e 18th 

of October, 1934, The two shocking new:; which I hea rd 

immediate ly on l a n d i n g ar •» about t h e Co hat t r agedy 

and Mahatroa Gandh i 1 , f a s t . The most d i s c o n c e r t i n g 

f e a t u r e of t h e former was the t o t a l emigrat ion of t h e 

Hindus from Eohat , ou t of f e a r of f u r t h e r L'nsiim 

a t t ck 3. I am not at p r e s e n t p r e p a r e d to a s s e r t what t h e 

r e s p e c t i v e l i a b i l i t i e s of t h e two oo m u n i t i e s were in 

regard to t h i s t r a g e d y ! bu t I have no doubt in my mind 

t h a t the GoVernr >r_t h *s t h roughou t shown such u t t e r 
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Inefficiency and incompetency a0 stands unique in the 

history of J9ritish rule in India. I am not very much 

enamoured of British rule, or for the msfcter of that of 

any foreign rule, and in3plte of my great admiration for 

•British char act r I hav > "been a life-long cri t ic of the 

British administration. Ye& I always believed that the 

one justification for B ritish Rule in India *a^ i ts 

ability to project th e mlno rities and to guarantee r>eace 

and security t them under any circumstances. The Specta

cle of a whole community of ab > ut 3,500 men, women and 

children marching away from their homes to distant -olaces 

under Government trans ort arrangements and with Govern-

ra 011 help, for fear of "being annihllat d by an infuriated 

majority is however, a conclusive pro-f of th* falsity 

of th . s belief, because it can only mean one of the two 

things - - either the insincerity or tha inefficiency of 

British officials f it least in th s H^rth Weet Frontier 

Province. I wil . assune here for the pur-r>os*s of this 

argument that the Hindus of &ohâ  were, in the first 

instance, to bl ae, and that they had provoked the li^ha-

madans of a f^tal atoack on them; s t i l l i t was the duty 

of the British Government to keep the Hinius in Kohat, to 

protect them from further molestation by the Muhammadans 

at any cost? to restore orde^ and p sac * and then to 

proceed to trjr -and punish tha gui l t / persons. Practically 
-hat the authorities considered themselves 

what happened -t Ko at »a1' that^ov- rpowered and incapable 

of granting the neces ^ ^ security to the Hindus. W«* 

have often hoard of lynch law, What is lynch 1 aw? 1% 

io nothing else but the perversion of the ordinary 

Course of justice :\no. the "prev nting of the authorities 

from proceeding according to law. as not the happening 

at K0h at an i l lustrat ion of the saTie tendency? The la^ 

demands th it every accused person sho tfl.d be fully protec

ted from mol Itation by his accusers, until a court h *d 
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found h *m g u i l t y and sen tenced him l e g a l l y . Assuming t h a t 1 

t h e Hindus of Kohat were i n t h e p o s i t i o n of accused p e r - I 

sons t i t was t h e duty of t h e Government to a r r e s t them 1 

and keep thorn in s a f e cus tody u n t i l t hey could he p l a c e d I 

b e f o r e a cour t of j u s t i c e and r e g u l a r l y t r i e d . The B r i t i s h I 

Government a d m i t t e d l y f a i l e d to do t h i s a t K 0 ha t . £y«n I 

assuming t h a t the Hindus wante i t o go aw ay f o r f e a r of t h e i r 

l i v a s , i t was t h e duty of the Go^rnm^n t to d i s s u a d e them, I 

•nd p rov ide s u f f i c i e n t m i l i t a r y S e c u r i t y to enable them to I 

s t a y in t h e i r homes. No one want a t o 1 aire h i s hone and I 

p r o p e r t y in the way t h e Kohat H n i u s d i d , u n l e s s he f e l t 

that h i s l i f e w as ±a n*> l o n g e r S a f e . This p a r t i c u l a r 

i n c i d e n t ban d i s c l o s *d a new phase of the communal s t r i f e * 

»K##W*-#»*<Wl*#* h###<H## **l*h should be p«**icufcar ly 

no t ed by t h o s e who want to pa t ch up and c r e a t e an 

a-opearance of u n i t y wi thout going to t h e roo t of t h e 

p rob l em. 

Ag r ^ga rd3 Mahatma Gandh i ' 3 f a s t , i t i s an open 

s e c r e t t h a t t h e d e s e c r a t i o n of H jjdu t e m p l e s , one a f t e r 

a n o t h e r t a t Amethi, Guibarga , Kohat and o t h e r p l a c - s , and 

t h e t rag ?dy of Kohat gave him such a shock t h a t he c o n s i d -

e red i t h i s du ty to undergo a. penance f o r h i s m i s u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g and » iBh*nd l ing the Hindu-Liu3iim s i t u a t i o n d u r i n g 

t h e l a s t t h r e e y e a r s . For t h e f i r s t t ime he f e l t m i s e r a b l e 

a t t he though t t h £ h e , who hafi s t r i v e n h i s b e s t t o o b t a i n 

Hmdu Cooperat ion f o r the sav ing of t h e Mohammadan " temple* 

K h i l £ f a t , h a d to s e e d e s e c r a t i o n of Hindu temples by t e n s , 

\n most c isae wi thou t any p r o v o c a t i n, a t t h e hands of 

Moh a TIP -*\ ens . T>e s e n s e of h* lp l e *-'ness and d i s a p p o i n t m e n t 

g e n e r a t e d "by t h i s shock impe l led him t o im os a n u r i f i -

c a t o r y penance of 21 d a y s ' fr f a s t on him, i n t h e hope t h a t 

w h i l s t he p u r i f i e d h imse l f of any s i n th«£ he might have 

committed uncons c iou l s , . he would be a b l e to c r e a t e an 

a tmoshero which mi^ht g ive o p p o r t u n i t i s of improv ing Hindu-
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Muslim r e l a t i o n e . My f i r s t f e e l i n g warn one of d i s app rova l . 

On reaching Delh i , however, I f e l t that the impulse which 

forced him to take the vo* criLd not perhaps bo a a t i s f i e d 

o th^r wise .S imi i af was my fee l ing ab u t tha Unitjp Conference 

$&M I do not th ink the Unitey Conference has solved the 

p obi era or could poss ib ly solve i t , but on t h e whole, i t 

has been useful in paving t b ) way for t h a r i g h t under

s tanding of the prdiblem with i t s va r ious complicate ns and 

impl i ca t ion* , Mahatma Gnadhi i s now resolved to devote t h e 

b*33t p a r t of hi s ene rg i e s , time and a t t e n t i o n to the so lu-

t ionof t h i s problem* Prom the bottom of my h e a r t I wish 

him success , out he w i n not succeed un le s s he devotes 

himself wholeheart<§dly to the unders tand ing of the rea l 

causes t ha t ma&tiktmx u n d e r l i e the pros mt s i t u a t i o n , and 

sc rupulous ly avoids proceeding on assumptions and p r e 

sumptions engender d by a f f e c t i o n a t e r e l a t i o n e with 

f r i e n d s , and wall-meaning but i n e f f e c t u a l p r o f e s s i o n s of 

devotion on tho ir p a r t . He must adopt a s c i e n t i f i c a t t i t u d e 

towards tn is ques t ion and proceed hy s c i e n t i f i c methods 

to f ind out the root causes of t r o u b l e and i t s os^i"ble 

s o l u t i o n s . I have res igned my p o s i t i o n of l e a d e r s h i p in 

the Congress in o r ^ e r to be f ree to express myself . I an 

going to speak the t r u t h and tha whole t r u t h p l a i n l y and 

untramnlled by &ny d e l i c a t e fue l ing about t h e r e e p o n s i M -

l i t t e s o f l e a d e r s h i p , and unaf fec ted by what any one might 

t h i n k of m€. Anybody ma c r i t i c i s e m9, but I w i l l not 

en t e r into c o n t r o v e r s i e s , f. have cons idered i t neces sa ry 

to a ay a l l t n i s before I s t a r t g i v i n g express ion to ray 

Vl 6*0 on the sub j ec t . 

• 
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The T r i b u n e d a t e d November 2 8 . 1 9 2 4 , p a g o 2. c o l a . l - §j 

THS HINDU-MUSLIM PHOJttS^- 1L 

(By L a i a L * j p a t Ra i ) 

In t h e d i s s i o n s a t t h e U n i t y C o n f e r e n c e h e l d 

a t D a l h i one t h i n g i t ruck me rery f o r c i b l y . Tha t was t h e 

f a c t t h a t so many of t h e a b l e s t and roost p a t r i o t i c 

Mohammad en yonngm^n a s wel j as a few h I n d u s w e r e o b s e s s e d 

w i t h t h e i d e a of " a b s o l u t e r i g h t s * . Time a f t e r t i m e i t 

was s a i d t h a t the* Muhamr.adenP h a d an i n h e r e n t r i g h t t o 

s l a u g h t e r cows and t h a t th--_.t r i g h t c o u l d o n l y be c u r t a i l e d 

by t h e i r own v o l u n t a r y s a c r i f i c e . I t was on t h e b a s i s o f 

" a b s o l u t e r i g h t " t h a t d r a ' t r e s o l u t i o n s h a d a c t u a l l y been 

p r e p a r e d by a number of yo ungmen who c o u n t e d among them 

some o f t h e mos t b r i l l i a r t and s * l f - s a c r i f i c i n g w o r k e r s 

in t h e C o n g r e s a o r g a n i z a t i o n . An<* y e t , a* I h a v e p o i n t e d 

o u t m o r e t h a n o n c e , t h e id a f a b s o l u t e r i g h t s i s a 

f a l l a c i o « o n e and h a s r e a J l y nojt f o u n a t i ,n i n l a w . P a n d i t 

M 0 U i & l H e h r u , t h e P r e s i d e n t , a l s o t o o k p a i n s t o e x p l a i n 

t h e S^JDP p o i n t o f v i >w. I am n o t q u i t e 3 u r e, h o w e v e r , t h a t 

t h e e x p l a n a t i o n s w e r e q u i t e s a t i s f a c t o r y and a s t h e i d e a 

s o cms t o me t o be s h a r e d by a l a r g e number of men, I woufid. 

l i k e to d u a l w i t h i t a t some l e n g t h . 

HO ABSOLUT .3 RIGHTS 

I c o n t e n d t h a t t h e r * i s no s u c h t h i n g a s a n 

a b s o l u t e r i g h t v ^ s s e d in any i n d i v i d u a l o r in any commu

n i t y f o r m i n g p a r t of a n a t i o n ; t h a t a l l r i g h t s a r e r e l £ i v 

t h a t no s o c i e t y can r e m a i n i n t a c t ev-m f o r 24 h o u r s on t h e 

b a s i s of a b s o l u t e r i g h t s , t h a t t h o i d e a of a b s o l u t e r i g h t s 

was o x o l o d e d l o n g ago % b e c a u s e i t w a s f o u n d t o b e n o t 

o n l y wro , i n t h e r o y b u t p e r n i c i o u s i n p r a t i c e , I h a v e no 

d e s i r e to n cumber t h i s p a p e r w i t h q u o t a t i o n s from t h e 

w r i t i n g s of g r o a t t h i n n e r s and l e g i s l a t o r s of t h e W e s t . 

The p o ' n t seems t o me t o be so s l m - . l e as n o t t o r e q u i r e 

much l a b o u r i n g . A l l o r g a n li#$44tiHk r e l a t i o n s d e p e n d u p o n 
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I 

t h e m u t u a l o b l i g a t i o n s of t h e member* compos ing t h e 

o r g a n i s m . Ho p a r t o f t h e o r g a n i s m h a s any a b s o l u t e r i g h t . 

F i r s t l y , a l l t h e r i g h t s of an i n d i v i d u a l a r e S u b j e c t t o 

t h e e q u a l r i g h t ! of o t h e r s , which f a c t c r e a t e s d u t i e s and 

o b l i g a t i o n s on t h e p a r t of t h o d i f f e r e n t members of a s o c i - | 

t y to ' i r i s each o t h e r . In a w e l l o r d e r e d s o c i a l o r g a n i s m 

no one h a s a Lght t o do any t h i n g wh ich w i l l u n r i s o n a b l y 

e l ah w i t h t h e 1 gal i n t - r e s t s of any one e l s e . N a y , i n 

o r d e r to c c u r e g o o d w i l l ind p r o g r e s s , t h e mor* a d v a n c e d 

rcemb re of a s e c a o r g a n i s m hav •» s o m e t i m e s t o go f u r t h e r 

ind 6 a c r \ Oe t h e i r i n t e r e s t 3 f o r t h e common w e 1 , o r 

f o r t h e ben f i t of Tihe o t h e r raemoers f t h e communi ty . 

She p r o t e c t i o n of t h e p o o r , s o l i c i t u d e f o r p r o v i d i n g f o r 

t h e n : e a s i t i e s of t h o s e *ho ca:i n o t l o o k a f t e r t h e m s e l v e s 

t h e * i u o rg, t h e o rph ' i n t i , t h e b l i n d , t h e l a m e , t h e i ged , 

the minor ^t z. a l l f a l l u n d e r t h i s c a t e g o r y . 

BUT I S VERSUS RI'rHTS 

The it* was a t i m e in t h e h i s t o r y of S u r o p e 

when g r e i t e m p h a s i s w%a 1 *id on t h e r i g h t s o f man. T h a t wa 

t 9 t i m e of t h e F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n . Thomao P a i n 1 " R i g h t s 

of ^an t t was a t y i c a l r e f l e c t i o n of t h e roent^ity of t h a t 

e n e r a t i o n . W i t h i n l e 1 t h a n f i f t y y *ars i t w ,. 3 f o u n d t h a t 

t h e t h e o r y w 1 e n t i r e l y f a l l a c i o u s and p ^ r n i c l i u s . M a z z i n i ' s 

* D u t i e s f totfi* wa? a c o » r l e t s aT c o n v i n c i n g r e p l y to 

P a i n ' s "Right .? of ^ a n » . T h e F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n was b a s e d on 

bl R i g h t g f Man and She c o n s t i t u t i o n begin© w i t h *he d e -

c l a r a t i n of t h e r i g h t s o f man. T h e A m e r i c a n c o n s t i t u t i o n 

raak*s t h e e m • a t t e m p t . In a c t u a l p r a c t i c e , h o w * v ^ r f t h e 

r i g h t s adfc i r e s u b j e c t «o g r e a t l i m i t a t i o n s i n b o t h . T a k e 

r sxamp] , t h e l i b e r t y of s p e e c h and t h e l i b e r t y o f t h e 

r « 3 s wh c.i . re g u a r a n t e e d by b o t h t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n s . Can 

-.ny me, in h i s 3 n - t e s , c o n t e n d t h a t e i t h e r t h e . F r e n c h o r 

t h e Amer i can Oovemraen t i s i n t h e l ^^so , d e t e r g e d from 

c u r t a i l i n g t h e s e r i g h t s w h e n e v e r i t t h i n k s i t b e 6 t i n t h e 

i n t e r e s t of t h e n a t i o n t o do s o ? I h a o n e n e d t o be i n t h e 
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United S t a t e s dur ing the war, and I saw with my own eyes 

how the so -o i l l«d fundamental r i g h t s gua ran t eed to t he 

people by t h e cons t i tu tio nwe * s taken awoj by them under 

one p r e t e n c e o r ano ther , o i t h e r by F - d e r a l L e g i s l a t i o n or 

by t he ac t i on of the Governments Syer one se»ims to have 

the r i g h t not to be fo rced to f i g h t a g a i n s t h i s w i l l . Yet 

dur ing t h e Great ^a*i t h i s r i g h t wae denied by a l l the s e -
i 

vera l Governments concerned and e v s r r wh?re peop le were 

forced i n t o the army a g a i n s t th • ir w i l l . Everybody knows 

what a g r e a t f i^ht the conac ien t i )US o b j e c t o r s had to make, 

\gains t t h i s c\irt al&mont f t h e i r »o c a l l e d r ig . i t *nd the 

s u f f e r i n g s which thay * e r « made , In consequence, to under 

go. An i nd iv idua l may ha re an a b s o l u t e r i g h t to t h i n k wh 4 

he wishes , but the moment i t domes to t h e e x p r e s s i o n of the 

thought in spa- a and a c t i o n , h i e r i ,?ht i s hedged round by 

cond i t i on3 and l i m i t a t i o n s . This Li t h e l e g a l and t h e con

s t i t u t i o n a l aspec t of the ques t i on . As r e g a r d s i t 3 e t h i c a l 

aspeOt , i t i s a b s o l u t e l y c l e a r t h a t i t i s n o b l e r to empha

s i z e d u t i e s r a t h e r than r i g h t s . Peop le , who i n s i s t on r i 

g h t s r a t h e r than d u t i e s become s e l f i e h , proud and se l f -

concent red . Tho^e who errnohiise d u t i e s , a r n q u i t e t h e 

r e v e r s e , 'fhe h igh s t development of human ty and of th > 

p i r i t of s e r v i c e r e q u i r e * g r e a t e r emphasis being l a i d 

on d u t i e s than on r ight .* . That i s the t aching of almost 

a: the g r e a t r e l i g i o n s of the world if p r o p e r l y under

s tood and r i g h t l y i n t e r p r e t e d . That i s the t e a c h i n g of 

Budha, C h r i s t and Gandhi, I t i s a l so the l e s s o n of a c t u a l 

d*.,-to-<iay e x p e r i e n o e . I t i s c e r t a i n / p r o d u c t i v e of i n -

f i n l t e l y g r e a t e r good in a community i f I t s members a r e 

ina i r e d by fehsid al of d o Ing no th ing whioh ma r be p a i n f u l 

to o t h e r members, even if t h i s mean.' t he d e n i a l to them

s e l v e s of soma of t h e i r s o - c a l l e d r i h t s . Anyway one th ing 

i s c e r t a i n . N^ member of a S o c i e t y can be a l lowed to e x 

e r c i s e h i s r i g h t s in such a way as t .-> c l a sh wi th t h e j u s t 

file:///gains
http://rig.it
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r i g h t * of o t h e r s , ^'he two r i h t a must b^ so a d j u s t e d and 

c o - r e l * t d t h a t they might be e x e r c i s >d w i t h o u t do ing 

i n j u r y to e^ich o t h ^ r . 

IDEAL Of DUTI S I S 8 1 R U L TO W MY 

I w&* r e a l l y a s t o n i s h e d to f i n d t h a t some of t h o s e 

y^-mgm m h o h a r e be n i n th 3 c l o s e s t touch w i th Mahatma 

a d h i , should have been found h a r p i n g on ch :s d o c t r i n e of 

r i g h t 3 , bocau^e as a l r e a d y aba ted and as was p o i n t e d ou t 

a t t h e Conference i t s e l f by Mr, -t*j igop *1 a c h a r y a , h i s t e a -

chin i s obvio u s l y b a s e d acre on t h e d o c t r i n e of D u t i e s t h a n 

on tha t of r igh s . I would a d v i s e my young contryraen to 

t h i n k o v r r t h i s q u e s t i o n a l i t t l e more d e e p l y , to r ead t h e 

l i t e r a t u r e 04 t h e s u b j e c t a l i t t l e more c a r e f u l l y , and to 

f r ? e t hemse lves from t h e obsess ion of t h i s p e r n i c i o u s doc-

t r i n e of r l - ; h t a . Un le s s t h i s i s done, t h e r e i s no hope fo r I 

u n i t y in In i v-, ••>. mus t a lways remember t h a t we a r e a s o r t 
! 

of p o l y - g l o t n a t i o n , muc l e s s homogeneous than any of thoef. 

Europ a o r >, t a r n Hat lone who h a v > had t ^ f i g h t f o r t h e i r 

f r e t d o a , S-uch a c o u n t r y can n e v e r w i n i t s f reedom, o r , h a v i n g 

won freedom, can n e v e r m a i n t a i n i t u n l e s s t h e v a r i o u s 

comaun t i e s composing i t s peop le ar « i n s p i r e d more by 

the id*a l of d u t i e s than of r i g h t s . No u n i t y i s p o s s i b l e 

if ever./ on^ m n - l s t s vi h )* pound of f l e s h , and w i t h o u t 

u n i t - t h e r e i s no freedom. 

T.he.-Trihunc d a t e d November 3Q . 1924 , n a^ .• 2. 7 . c o m - 2 / l - 4 

HINDU- [JSLIM PBOJLBM — I I I 
I 

(By L a i a L a j p a t Rai]f 

LAND Of MANY RKL &I N8 
1 

All t h o s e who aim a t e r a lag a Uni ted I n d i a , 

shou ld r<membar t ha t I n d i a i s a l a n d of many f a i t h s and man; 

'el 1 0'if; t h a t t h e s e f a i t h s and r e l i g i o n s a g a i n , a r e 

I 

d i v i d e d tto s e c t i o and s u b s e c t i o n s ; t h a t t h * s e l e c t i o n s 

and s u b s e c t i o n s p r a c t i s e numerous r a i g i o u s o b s e r v a n c e , 
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Cer imonlal a and r i t u a l s and t h a t some o f t h e s e r i t u a l 

and t h a t soiio of th se r i t u a l © a n i o b s e r v a n c e s co if H o t 

w i t h o n c a n o t h e r . I t i s impo* i b l f o r any Government to 

gua ranwoe t o a l l th *e r e l i g i o n s , ns and s u b -

8 o c H o n R , f u l l and cow >1 e t e f reedom In t h e m a t t e r of t h e 
• 

o b s e r v ^ n c : of a l l t h e i r r i t u a l and c e r e m o n i a l s e s p e c i a l l y 

when they a r e i n c o n f l i c t wi th ne a n o t h e r * ^o^Q of th s 

c e r e m o n i a l 3 and obs - r v a n c e s , no reov r , a r e inhuman, c r u e l 
• 

ind immoral . To i n s i s t upon, and t o e m p h a s i s e t h e r i g h t 

of e v e r y community, ema i l o r l a r g e , td a s t r i c t and f u l l 

o b s e r v e ",3 of a l l t h e i r r e l i g i o u s r i t u a l s and c e r e m o n i a l s 

i a f t h e r e f o r e , a c l a r imp s s i b i l i t y , b e s i d e s b e i n g 

d i r e e f y op^o j^d t o t h e 1 * o f a Uni d I n d i a . s h i B r i t ' S h | 

Government , i n s p t e of i t s p r o f s a l o n s of r e l i g i o u s n e u 

t r a l i t y ha? f from t i m o GO t i m e , i n t e r f e r e d i n t h e m a t t e r 

of r e l i g i o u s p r a o t i o i; f o r example th s t o p p e d by 

l e g i s l a t i o n t h e Inhuman p r a c t i c e * of s a t i and i n f a n t i c i d e 

which H i n u o r t h o d o x y c o n t e n d e d ar a p a r t i f i t s r e l i g i o n 

THJ REFOBid MO f EHSlil 

I t i 3 nob my n u r 9Se h e r e t o e i t ^ r iA to d e t a i l s 

b u t a s tudent ; of t h e r e l i g i o n s of I&dia w i n e a s i l y be a b l e 

to c o n f i r m my s t a t e m e n t t h a t bhe a d v e n t of -Brit sh r \SL e i n 

I n d i a , f o l l o w e d oy a d i f f u s i o n of w e s t e r n k n o w l e d g e and 

w e s t e r n s c t e n C 3 0 and accompanied by a r e v i v a l of t h e 9 t u d y 

of S a n s k r i t and A r a b i c , l e d t o a number of r e l i g i o u s r e f o r m 

movements b e i n g s t a r t e d , i n o r d e r to p u r g e t h e r e l i g i o n s 

of i rv i ia of a l l such s u p e r s t i t i o n s and e x c e s s e s a s had 

been e n g e n d e r e d in them by c e n t u r *s of i g n o r a i c e and 
1 

b l i n u f a i t h . In t he l i g h t of t h o i r n SfW knowieA&e, p e o p l e 
-

found t h a t many of tho. r i t e 5 u n i c e r e m o n i a l s a n d o b a e r -

vancea p r a c t i s e d i n bhe name of a r e l i g i o n w e r e n o t 

s a n c t i o n e d by t h e e c r l t u r a yf t h . i t r e l l :i<n and wore 

o p p o s e d t o he s i r i t of t h e f o u n d e r s *nd t h e e a r l y e x p -

\ 

ounflero of t h a t f a i t h . I t can n o t , h o ^ n v e r , b e d e n i e d t h a t 

http://th.it
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t h e r e a r e co u n i t i e s i n I n d i a who s t i l l b o l i e v e i n t h e 

n e c e s s i t y and e f f i c a c y of Var lox* x i n d s of r i t e s and 

c9 rem on i \.. ^ which a r e p o s i t i v e l y inhoman and i m m o r a l . So

c i e t y canno t i n t e r f e r e w i t h t he b l i e f i of any one» "but no 

p r o g r e s s i v e s o c i e t y can a l l o w such p r a c t i c e s t o be c a r r i e d 

n Lth i m p u n i t y Bven i n t h e name of r e l i g i o n a s a r e 

r e v o l t i n g t o t i s e n s e of human i ty and m o r a l i t y of t h e 

vaflt bu]k of i t s ro.-mbers. Even a l l o w i n g t h e l a r g e s t 

p o s s i b l e l i b e r t y i n t h e m a t t e r of r e l i g i o u s o b s e r v a n c e s 

no n a t i o n can f o r a l l t i m e tolerate such p r a c t i c e s . 

R !I0 FAL 131 G- SLTL IG CON 

m a p o l i t i c a l p o i n t of v iew i t i s a l l t h e 

mora a e a e s s a r y t h a t r e l i g i o n d i f f e r e n c o s be n a r r o w e d 

down. 1% i 3 o b v i o u s th vi i f >v r y o n e i n I n d i a i s , aa of 

r i g h t t entitled to ^rnctiso in the mine of rsl Igion, what

ever he believes to b* a part of his faith no unity is 

possible. The id ea o f a United India demands that empha

sis should be laid more on the point! on which different 

el ig ions agree than on the diff er^nc s that divide thorn. 

The idea of a United India n oessarily demands, therefore. 

the rationalising of re l i ion and r e l i g i o n practices to 

the furth b extent po >ible. ?"i > claim that everyone 

has a right t> f\4l md un r atricted observance of al l that 

he bel eves to be a part of his relgion c*n not possibly 

stand the teat of analysis* Not only is ever, one's right 

limited by the just rights of others, but insistance on 

the observance of conflicting ceremor. i<=-aie has to be 

actively discouraged and all such ideas based on false 
e 

notions of religion as i crease hatred, 30t range one comm

unity from another, and create barriers /twaen <HfferGit 

coTnmuniti I ind thus mak communal cons cloven TS no re acut 

and bit ten, hav^ to be gradually eliminated. 
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PATTY DIFFERENCES MAGNIFIED 

i 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y f o r ua even r e l i g i o u s r e f o r m 

movema i t s i n I n d i a h a v e in tome c a s e s t Jcen a wrong t u r n . 

They h a v > b r o u g h t i n t o p r o m i n a n c e t h e o b s e r v a n c e of v e r y 

many r i t e a and c e r e m o n i e s which do n o t form an i n t e g r a l 

p a r t of t h e r e l igionas c o n c e r n e d and h a v e n o t h i n g t o do 

w i t h Dharma. Communal c o n s c o u s n e s s , a g a i n , h a s come t o be 

synominouS w i t h t h e o b s e r v a n c e of such p e t t y c e r e m o n i a l s 

a s p e r p e t u a t e d i f f e r e n c e s and forni a s o l i d w a l l s e p a r a t i n g 

o n e community from a n o t h e r . The Arya Samaj» t h e Muhammadan 

r e f o r m movement and Sikh re form movement a l l i l l u s t r a t e 

t h i s t e n d e n c y and i t can n o t be d e n i e d t h a t Mahtma rr andhi 

h i m s e l f and t h e K h i l ^ fa t movement , o f w h i c h he wag t h e 

s t r o n g e s t p i l l a r , h a v e a l s o a c c e n t u a t e d t h i s f e e l i n g . 

M AH AT MA GANDHI, A PUZZL v 

Mahatma G-andhi! s personality i a, to a certain 

extent, a pus si a. In practice he is a liberal of liberals 
-

and a broadminded humanitarian. He declares unto uchabil <ty 

to beinhuman and is pledged to root it out, in spite of 

the fact th 4t tens of millions of Hindus regard i t aa an 
• 

essential part of th ir religion. In theory, on the other 

hand, he sometimes seems to be supporting narrowmindedness 

even superstitious sectarianism in some of i t s aspects. 

This has brought about a reaction and haa given a new l i f e 

to those Pandits and Maul vies who, before his advent, were 

fast losing influence among their respective communities. 

The result is that within the last three or four years, 

Hindu sectarians hav * become more bigoted than they were 

ever before, and Muhammaden and Sikh sectarians s t i l l more 

so.The reactionaries amongst the followers of these 

< ! 

religions have again come into power and are exercising 

a baneful influence in keeping the communities apart from 

each other, and in bringing Into prominence very man petty 

observances practised in the name of religion, and 
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c a l c u l a t e d to d i v i d e i n s t e a d of -uniting the s e v e r a l 

communit ies . 

THE KHILAFAT MOVEMENT 

I hare no i n t e n t i o n of o f f e n d i n g any body's 

s u s c e p t i b i l i t i e s , but i f t h e e x i s t i n g c o n d i t i o n s a r e 

p r o p e r l y .anal;/led i t w i l l be seen t h a t s e c t a r i a n i s m and 

narrow-minded b i g o t r y haT » been v e r / much s t r e n g t h e n e d 

w i t h i n the l a s t t h r e e y »ars. The K h i l a f a t movement has 

p a r t i c u l a r l y s t r e n g t h e n e d i t among t h e Wuhammadans, and 

i t has n->t bean wi thout i t s i n f l tunce and r e a c t i o n on t h e 

Hindus and S i k h s . We do not i g n o r e t h e important p a r t which 

communal r e p r e s e n t a t i o n under t h e Reforms scheme has 

p l a y e d i n b r i n g i n g i n t o e x i s t e n c e s t r o n g communal 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s , thus making t h e r e i a t i >ns between the two 

p r i n c i p a l communities more a c u t e and b i t t e r than e v e r be

f o r e , but our p r e s e n t concern i s w i t h t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 

a s p e c t o f the m a t t e r . 

ESSENTIALS AND NON-E SENTIALS 
* 

If we r a l l y and hones t ly want a United India 

we, i . e . t h e d i f f e r e n t r e l i g i o u s communities in t h e country 

s h a l l have to make a c l e a r d i s t i n e t i o n between e s s e n t i a l s 

and n o n - e s s e n t i a l s In e l i g i o n . F\i l l r e l i g i o u s freedom 

does not mean or imply f u l l and unfe t t ered l i b e r t y in the 

matter of observances and p r a c t i c e s which a f f e c t the 

j u s t r ight s of o ther communities or o therwi se i n j u r e t h e i r 

f e e l i n g s . The a s s e r t i o n of such a r i g h t , e i t h e r i n d i v i d u a l 

or communal and and the b e l i e f t h a t the B r i t i s h Government 

w i n enforce the p r a c t i c e of such a r i g h t , has done a gre<£ 

deal of mis hief in India. Take, f o r example, t h e case of 

the North-West F r o n t i e r Province . In a v i l l a g e where the 

po i l lat ion i s 99 per cent Muhammadan and oddly 1 p^r cent 

Hindu, the a s s e r t i o n b;/ a Hindu of h i s r ight to carry 
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i d o l in p r o c e s s i o n a long the s t r e e t s of t h e v i l l a g e 

where many mosques are s i t u a t e d , would be an ex tremely 

f o o l i s h a c t . The a s s e r t i o n of t h e r i g h t of S a c r i f i c i n g 

cow by a Muslim i n a p l a c e 11 Ice Ajudhia , Mathur*, Bindraban 

or H ard*ar would he of the Same n a t u r e . Unhappily the 

B r i t i s h rtfLe has encouraged both Hindus and Mohammedans 

to s e r t such r i g h t s an to f i g h t i f they a r e d e n i e d . 

The p h i l o s o n h y of i n d i v i d u a l i s m and t h e i d e a of a b s o l u t e 

r e l g i o u s freedom, both of which, as I bar* a l r e a d y p o i n t e d 

o u t , in an e a r l i e r a r t i c l e , are whol ly wrong and which in 

I n d i * are at t h e p r e s e n t time d i r e c t l y t r a c e a b l e to B r i t i s h 

r u l e , have taken such a f irm root i n t h e minds of Ind ians 

t h a t it i s p l a ing a havoc in a l l p h a s e s of our n a t i o n a l 

l i f e ; and c o n s e q u e n t l y t h e f i r s t s t e p towards t h e c r e a t i o n 

o f a rea l n a t i o n a l l i f e womd be a widespread propaganda 

c a r r i e d on to e d u c a t e p u b l i c o p i n i o n in m a t t e r s of t h i s 

k ind on r i g h t l i n e s , ^o me i t i s an u n p l e a s a n t paradox in 

t h i s c o n n e c t i o n and p u z z l i n g commentary on t h e p r ^ s - n t 

i t u a t i o n that men and women who break ev ry day of t h e i r 

l i v e s a lmost e v e r y canon of Hinduism o r Is lam by a c t s of 

o m i s s i o n or commiss ion , s h o u l d n i t on ly p o s e as l e a d e r s of 

t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e communiti 

as such . 

but s h o u l d a c t u a l l y b e a c c e p t e d 

HINDU-MUSLIM PROB̂ LM - I I I 

(No a b s o l u t e freedom) 

The sum t o t a l o f my r e a s o n i n g i s t h i s , that o n e 

of t h e c a u s e s o f t h e p r e s e n t t e n s i o n between Hindus and 1 

uhammadans has been t h e u n f o r t u n a t e r e v i v a l o f t h e i d e a of 

a b s o l u t e freedom i n the m a t t e r of r e l g l o u s o b s e r v a n c e s . As 

I hav a l r e a d y s a i d , no one can i n t e r f er e w i t h or q u e s t i o n 

t h e bel ief of a n o t h e r , Such bel ief i s e n t i r e l y t h e con m 

of t h e i n d i v i d u a l so l o n g as i t d o e s not e n f o r c e i t s e l f | 

in a c t i o n . But when we come to o b s e r v a n c e s we hav» t o 

c o n s i d e r t h e environment in which w 6 l i v e an-lin t h e 
• 
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i n t e r e s t o f p e a c e and n e i g h b o u r l y good w i l l , t o a v o i d 

s o c i a l c o l l i s i o n , h a v e t o s a c r i f i c e a c e r t a i n amount of 

o u r f r e e d o m . 

A MISCHIEVOUS IDEA 

In a c o u n t r y l i k e I n d i a , t o i n c u l c a t e t h e i d e a 

t h a t ev^ ry r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i f i * so f a r o b s e r v e d o r -or^sumed 

t o be s a n c t i o n e d o r e n j o i n e d by o n e ' s f a i t h , i s h o l y and 
* 

sacred and unchangeable, i s , in my humble judgment, misch

ievous, and requires to e counteracted. At the present 

stage of i t s development India requires more of rationalism 

and tol er ationthan orthodoxy andbigotry. Unha-o-nily during 

the 1 ast decade we have created an atmosphere which smells 

more of orthodoxy andbigotry than of rationalism and 

toleration. The nom-cooperation movement itself has ma

terially contributed to the creation of this atmosoh»re. 

It wa unfortunate that the Khilafat movement in India 

should have tak n i t s stand on a rellgio s rather than 

political basis. Th re w re political grounds to support 

i t . It was s t i l l more unfortunate that Mahatma Gandhi and I 

the leaders of the Khilafat movement should have brought 

religion into such prominence ;n connection with a 

movement which was really and f undamentally more -politi- I 

cal than religious. The desire to seek religious 

sanction f>r the various items of the non-coo-oera-io n pro- I 

ramme was ######### another great blunder. It led dir

ectly to the revival of a sectarian zeal and to the j 

re-enthroning of influences and forces which were antago

nis t ic to the idea of a united India, Non-co-coper dtion 1 

which was based on the idea of Hindu-Muslim unity, thus 

became one >f the forces favouring disunity. Never before [ 

did I see educated Hindus, Mussalmans and Sikhs attaching | 

so great an importance to insignificant and petty things I 

in the name of religion as they do now. Shastras and I 

Sharias hav been studied and requisitioned only to 
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c r e a t e an atmosphere of narrowness and b i g o t r y . I h a v e 

seen yo Mig Muslim gent lemen being v i ^ o r o u s l ' a t t a c k e d by 

Madlvis f o r dar ing to shave t h e i r b e a r d s , and a l l I n d i a 

saw t h e s p e c t a c l e of a MnflHo P r e s i d e n t a t t e m p t i n g to 

s t o p t h e p l a y i n g of i n s t rum enta l music at an annual meet ing 
* 

of t h e N a t i o n a l Congress . We h a v e heard of many more 

amusing c la ims b e i n g T)Ut forward i n the name of r e l i g i o n , 

which could n e v e r have been imagined before* The 1 aPt 

f o u r y e a r s , by t h e way, h a v e brought i n t o e x i s t e n c e a 

l e g i o n of Maulanas, P a n d i t 9 and Gyan is whom no one had 

e v e r c r e d i t e d w i t h any r e l i g i o u s s a n c t i t y o r s p i r i t u a l 

p r e s t i g e . 

UNTOUGHABILITY 

I me*n no o f f e n c e t o any one f but I am 

s t a t i n g t h e s e f a c t s to i l l u s t r a t e my p o i n t . Take, f o r 

i n s t a n c e , the p l a y i n g of music be ore mosques. In my 

e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e l a s t f o r t y ye r s I hadnever f e l t t h a t 

t h e q u e s t i o n w*s of any importance at a l l and y e t I hadbee 

a c o n s t a n t r e a d e r o f newspapers , and a f a i t h f u l o b s e r v e r 

of e v e n t s . I t i s s i m i l a r l y a m a t t e r of pain to me to n o t i c 

t h a t some o f t h e most broadminded Hindus who have t r a v e l l e 

a l l over t h e world should kax f e e l t h e n e c e s s i t y of 

o b s e r v i n g any s o r t of unto uchabi l i t y t owards Muham adans . 

Tou can not e x p e c t I n d i a to be e v e r p o l i t i c J . i y u n i t e d 

a s a s i n g l e n a t i o n , a s l o n g *s t h e r - a r e I n d i a n s who 

b e l i e v e th i i t i s a g a i n t t h e i r rel i g i o n to dr ink water or 

eat food touched by a non-Hindu. I remember a g r e i t Samaj 

l e a d e r once denouncing Congressmen f o r h y i n g s o l d t h e i r 

r e l i g i o n f o r t h e s a k e of u n i t y *nd t h e s e l l i n g c o n s i s t e d j 

in / h i s o p i n i o n , in t h e i r f r e e l y e a t i n g and d r i n k i n g wi th 

t h e Mukammadans# The f a c t i s t h a t a l a r g e number of Hindu! 

and Muslims who p r o f e s s a d e s i r e f o r Hindu-Muslim u n i t y 

and who t a l k o f a u n i t e d I n d i a , do not r e a l i z e t h a t 

u n i t y h a s a p r i c e which t h e y w i n h a v e to pay b e f o r e i t 
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can be a a h i e v e d . I do not m a i n t a i n t h a t e i t h e r Hindus or 

M-Qshammadans should s a c r i f i c e the e s s e n t i a l s of t h e i r 

r e l i g i o n for th« sake of u n i t y . For me, p e r s o n a l l y , t h e 

e s s e n t i a l s o f Dharma a r e very few, indeed , and t h e y are 

such as make f o r u n i t y not on ly in I n d i a hut throughout 

tha world. But I h a r e no r i g h t to and do not e r o e c t that th€ 

l a g e body of Hindus and MtLham jiad ens w i l l share ray viow 

on t h i s p o i n t . I must , however, s ay f r nkly that* u n i t y i s 

a dream n e v e r to be r e a l i s e d u n l e s s Hindus and Muhamadans, 

S ikhs and C h r i s t i a n s , make up t h e i r minds to be more l i b e 

ra l and r a t i o n a l i n t h e i r r e l i g i o u s and s o c i a l l i f e than 

they a t p r e s mt a r e . 

RELIGION AND POLITICS 

The narrow r e l i g i o u s a tmosphere which a t p r e -

s n t dominates Hindu and M-uhammadan and Sikh corn-nunal 

l i f e i s f a t a l t o t h ^ i d e a of a u n i t e d I n di a, and the 

sooner the l e a d e r s of a i i th ^se communities r e a l i z e the 

truth the b e t t e r for us a l l . I can not subscribe to the 

p r o p o s i t i o n that e i ther Hinduism or Islam i3 so narrow as 

to make i t imoossiblo for the f o l l o w e r s of the two 

r e l i g i o n s tobecome p o l i t i c a l l y uni ted. To be frank, we w i n 

have to fo l low Eurooe in t h i s matter i f we r e a l l y d e s i r e 

p o l i t i c a l freedom. ^ e l i g i n m u s t be divorced from p o l i t i c s 

Socia l l i f e must be broadened and p o l i t i c a l l i f e based only 

on bro id nat iona l p o l i c y . I don1 t mean to say that r e l i g i ^ r 

should be divoioed from our l i v ^ s or that our p o l i t i c a l | 

s t ructure be divorced of r e l i g i o u s i n f l u e n c e s in the h igher 

sense of the term. Healthy rel ig io is in f luences are undoub-

ted ly neoaesar.v f o r the development of character , personal 

as wel l as n a t i o n a l . I say nothing aga ins t r e l i g i o n or 

Dharma inth i s sense , but I do mean that ceremonial a spec t 

of r e l i g i o n should on iy be the concern of ind iv idua l s ' 

or of communities and should notbe permitted to c r e a t e 

barr iers or p o l i t i c a l d i s t i n c t ionc between the f o l l o w e r s 
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of d i f f e r e n t r e l i g i o n s or between d i f f e r e n t r e l i g i o u s 

communities a* such. 

S i n c e w r i t i n g the above, I have re -read Mahatma 

Gandhi's a r t i c l e s on Hinduism and on Hindu and Muslim 

Uni ty . His v iews on Hinduism are f a i r l y l i b e r a l , however 

much one m?.y d i f f e r from h i s axplanat ion of the c s t e 

system and from h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the worship of cow. 

In one of h i s a r t i c l e s he says: "I hold t h a t w e m ay not 

d i g n i f y every t r i f l e in to a matter of deep r e l i g i o u s 

importanc e"; and f u r t h e r #In a l l n o n - e s s e n t i a l m a t t e r s , a 

H n d u must y i e l d for the asking", A« an 1nstan ce of non-

e s s e n t i a l s he remarks: - H0ne c ; * e a s i l y a p p r e c i a t e the 

Musalman sent iment ofhaving solamn s i l o n c e near a mosque 
* 

the whole of 24 h o u r s . " In the whole o f h i s wr i t ings I 

h«or ^ f a i l e d to come a c r o s s on* s e n t e n c e where he a d m i n i s t e r ! 

s i m i l a r admonit ion t o t h e M'oslims. His p l e a d i n g s f o r t h e 

p r o t e c t i o n of cow a r e coucheu i n a d i f f e r e n t s t y l e . t \ h a v e 

come a c r o s s o t h e r o b s e r v a t i o n s , somewhere t o t h e e f f e c t 

tthat he would not have e i t h e r of t h e communit ies g i v e away 

even a t i t l e o f t h e i r r e l i g i o u s f a i t h f o r t h e Saks t\t 

un i t y . 

bune dated D^cgnber 3 

HINDU-MUSLIM PROBLEM - IV 

- 1 -

Theo b s e r v a t i o n s made in t h e l a s t a r t i c l e r a i s e 

s e v e r a l c o g n a t e q u e s t i o n s , which may p r o f i t a b l y be d i s 

cus sed b e f o r e we come t o the p o l i t i c a l and economic il 
• 

a s p e c t s o f t h e problem. Are t h e Hindu and Muhamaden 

r e l i g i o n s and c u l t u r e s so f u n d a m e n t a l l y d i f f e r e n t , or to 

be more e x a c t , so a n t a g o n i s t i c , a s t o make t h e i r f o l l o w e r s 

n a t u r a l l y and i n s t i n c t i v e l y h o s t i l e to each o t h e r ? If s o , 

what chances a r e t h e r e of our b e i n g a b l e t o b r i n g about a 

u n i t y between t h e t w o ? . 
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HINDUISM """'" 

I t i s s a i d t h a t H m d u l a m i s no t a dogma, t h a t 

i t i s a l m o s t i m p o s s i b l e t o d e f i n e i t , t h a t i t i s 

s y s t e m of l i f e of w h i c h c a a t e i s an e s s e n t i a l f e a t u r e ; and 

t h a t a s l o n g a s c a s t e i s t h e r e , i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o make 

i t s u f f i c i e n t l y t o l e r a n t and p r o g r e s s i v e , so a s to make 

u n i t y and c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h o t h e r r e l i g i o u s c o m m u n i t i e s 

e i t h e r e a s y o r even p o s s i b l e . Yet i t i s an a d m i t t e d f a c t 

t h a t i n s p i t e of a r i g i d ca&te s y s t e m and a r i g i d code o f 

s o c i a l m o r a l i t y , Hinduism i s t h e mos t t o l e r a n t of a l l t h e 

g r e a t r e l i g i o n s of t h e w o r l d . H indu i sm d o e s n o t r i d i c u l e 

o r d e s p i s e o t h e r peo l e « s b e l i e f s o r f a i t h s ; nay i t d o e s 

n o t q u e s t i o n o t h e r p e o p l e ' s r i g h t t o f o l l o w t h e i r own / 

f a i t h a n d a t t a i n s p i r i t u a l S a t i s f a c t i o n t h e r e b y . l t l a y s 

no e x c u s i v e c l a i m t o be t h e o n l y r o y a l r o a d t o s a l v a t i o n 

I t i s n o t o u t to c o n v e r t o t h e r p e o p l e and t h e r e b y s a v ~ t h i II 

from h e l l o r p e r d i t i o n . In f a c t i t e x p r ^ s s l y l a y s down thgfc 

f o r d i f f e r e n t p e o p l e , i n d i f f e r e n t s t a g e s of/ffitffc p h y s i c a l 

m e n t a l and s p i r i t u a l d e v e l o p m e n t s , t h e r e a r e d i f f e r e n t 

ways of a p p r o a c h i n g (rod and o b t a i n i n g s a t i s f a c t i n and s a l -

v a t i o n . To i t s own f o l l o w e r s i t a l l o c s t h e f u l l e s t f r eedom 

to b e l i e v e what t h e y l i k e and to w o r s h i p a s t h e y p l e a s e . 

CASTS SYSTEM IN MELTING OT 

Even i t s r i g i s s o c i a l code and i t s c a s t e s y s t e m 
^ 

are in the malwing pot. While formerly Hindu society allowed 

i t s members to go out of i t , nay actially nxpelled and out
cast ed them on the slightest pretext and on th^ flimsiest 

possible ground, at the present moment i t is prepared to 

make all kinds of sllowanc s for the disregard of i t s social 

code by i t s members and is anxlou3 to keap them within i t s 

fold.There was a fc?me when high caste families, rich, 

Influential and cultured, were o utcast ed and thrown out 

of Hindu society on the most intaigible grounds, out of 

http://thereby.lt
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s h e e r susp i c ion and b igo try . Now even open b e e f - e a t e r s 

are t o l e r a t e d , excused and honoured. Ther» are numerous 

men and women in Hindu S o c i e t y , honoured and r e s p e c t e d 

members of i t , who openlydefy and v i o l a t e t h e most im or-

tant canons of i t s s o c i a l code - - men who hav* not only 

married out of c a s t e but even f o r e i g n e r s , men who eat 

prohibited food and make no s e c r e t of i t , who t k e p r o h i 

b i t e d drinks without any e f f o r t s to conceal the f a c t , men 

who r i d i c u l e the Vedas and are a t h e i s t s . We f ind tha t amon

gs t t h e s e l a t t e r are some of the most notab le l e a d e r s of 

Hindu so c i e t y . How canwe ex l a i n t h i s s t r a n g e change? To 

what i s t h i s due, and what does t h i s s i gn i fy? T0 my mind the| 

change i n d i c a t e s t h e r eal i za t ion by t h e s o c i e t y and i t s 

members of a h igher Hinduism which i s ab>ve forms and 

f o r m a l i t i e s - - a c u l t u r e t h a t i s more of t h e mind and of th 

• n i r l t than c o n s i s t i n g in e a t i n g , dr inking or even marrying, 

along cert i ln accepted l i n e s . It i s t h i s real i z a t i n which 

mak%s men and women who have r i sen abovie forma and formulas 

t o s t i l l f e e l proud of Hinduism to be anxious for i t s a s s u 

red continuance i n t h e i r country f o r the b e n e f i t of t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n and t h e i r c h i l d r e n ' s c h i l d r e n . I t i s t h i s r e a l ! -

sat 1 nwhichexpla ins the phenomenon of b e a f - e a t e r s , husbands 

of f or dLgn women, s c o f f e r s of t h e Vedaa, i n s h o r t , extremely 

unorthodox and outwardly VJI-H indu peopl e champion the cause 

of Hinduism, s tanding shoulder to shotdder with the orthodox 

in t h e de fence of t h e i r temple*, s h r i n e s , f e s t i v a l s customs 

e t c . and r e s e n t i n g as s t r o n g l y a s the l a t t e r , t h e a t t a c k 

of non-H l ndu m i s s i o n a r i es , preachers and p r o s i e t y s ^ r s on 
s 

Hinduism and Hindu community. But t h e r e i s another reason 

a l s o which expla ns t h e ohenomenon. The m a t e r i a l and x>ol 1-

t i -al p r o s p e c t s of t h i s c l a s s a r e bound up with t h o s e of 

th Q r e s t of th*5 r community. I t w *s not so v *ry l ong ago 

t h a t many of t h e s e peop le d i s s o c i a t e d themse lves from the 

gr.-ifct bulk of t h e Hindus, wh i l e some of them o p e n l y s a i d 

r a t h e r wi thpr ide , t h a t they were not Hindus. The r e c o r -
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n i t ion "by Government of t h e communal system changed the 

s i t u a t i on.They found t h a t except afl Hindus they had no 

s t a t u e and t h e i r c h i l d r e n would h a v e none u n l e s s t h e / c h o 9 

to adopt I s l a m . This they n o t prepared t o do . So, w i l l y 

n i l l y , they had t o d e c l a r e t h e m s e l v e s Hindus and se*ks#JhM# 

s e l e c t i o n s from g e n e r a l non-Mo s l im co ns i t t u e n c i e s , b a s i n g 

t h e i r claim on t h e i r championship of Hindu r i g h t s . 

I S L A M 

U n l i k e Hinduism, I s lam i s a f a i t h of dogmas 

and d o c t r i n e s . Every Muhamadan must b l i e v e not o n l y in 

t h e e x i s t noe o f God without a second Al 1 ah) 

but a l s o t h a t Kuhamad was His pro phet and t h a t the 

Quran i 3 h is f i n a l word. He must a l s o b e l i e v e , a c c o r d i n g 

to t h e or thodox s c h o o l f tha t Muhammad was t h e l a s t o f t h e 

p r o p h e t s and whatever he s a i d and d i d i s b ind ing on a l l 

h i s f a i t h f u l f o l l o w e r s . Th^re have b »«n expounders of 

iaiajn who har s t r i e d to r a i c e i t t o a kind of h i g h 

o c c u l t i s m , but t h e i r e f f o r t s have not met with any c o n s i 

d e r a b l e s u c c e s s , and Is lam remains , t o a l l i n t e n t s and 

p u r p o s e s , wi th t h e m a j o r i t y of i t s f o l l o w e r s , what i t has 

been a l l through c e n t u r t l e s p a s t . My Muslim f r i e n d s w i n 

pardon me i f I v e n t u r e to say t h a t too g r e a t an i n s t s t « n c # 

on dogma has been t h e bane of I slam t t h e Cause o f i t s 

p o l i t i c a l downf i l l , and t h a t u n l e s s i t i s g i v e n up, i t 

w i l l s tand in l b s way of Is lam a v e r r e g a i n i n g i t s l o *t 

p o s l t i o n a s a wor ld -wide p o l i t i c a l f n c t o r . Is lam i s a* much 

d i v i d e d and s u b - d i v i d e d i n t o flections and f a c t i o n s as 

C h r i s t i a n i t y o n c e was and perhaps to t h i s day i s . 

ISLAM AND TOLBRA.IOS 

The d i v i s i o n and s u b - d i v i s i o n o f Hindu s o c i e t y 

i n t o s e c t s h a v e one redeeming f e a t u r e . The g n ra l t o l e -
• 

ranee of Hinduism p r e v e n t s them from d e s t r o y i n g esch 

o t h e r . H i s t o r y shows t h a t t h i s can not be Said o f I s l am. 



Rel l ioua i n t o l e r a n c e of the s eve re s t kind has been a 

handmaid of c h i v a l r y , bravery, t e a l , l e a r n i n g and p i e t y 

among the Muslims throughout Muslim h i s t o r y . Three o ut of 

the four f i r s t Khal i fas were murdered by t h d i r follow^## 

M-aslima. The pages of Muslim h i s t o r y are f i l l of s i m i l a r 

i c t s done by r e l i g i o * zea lo t s or p o l i t c a l a d v e n t u r e r s . 

One would have thought tha t r e c -n t events in Turkey and 

Egypt wo \id have chastened Islam at l o - s t in t h i s r e s p e c t . 

But the s toning to death of an Ahmndla by t h e o r d e r s of 

t h e Government of Kab XL and the approv 1 of t ha t barbarous 

a t by aorao of the most prominent and educated l e a d e r s of 

Muslim Ind ia have shown t h a t t h e canker i s s t i l l t h e r e 

and has not l o s t an i o t a of i t s o r i g i n a l v i o l e n c e . Egypt 

and Turkey, however, seem t o be in a d i f f e r e n t mood. I t 

appears t h a t they , a t any r a t e , hav * r e a l i z e d t h e 

n e c e s s i t y of marching with the t imes vid making a clearr 

d i s t i n c t i o n between e s s e n t i a l s and non-assent l a l s. 

The Indian 'Maul anas1 m ay o i l them Mb \d M-ussalmans it, 

but they do not caro a^ long as they can r e t a i n and p r o t e c t 

t h e i r p o l i t i c a l freedom. A r e l i g i o u s l y "bad Mussalman" 

(A Turkish N a t i o n a l i s t t o ld me t h a t an Indian Mussalman 

once ca l l ed him a b*d Musalman, because he o c c a s i o n a l l y 

took a peg) i s an i n f i n i t e l y b e t t e r person than a Mussalman 

who bows h i s head to a fo re ign power and who p r a t e s of h i s 

"Shara" to p e r p e t u a t e h i s bondage. The "bad Mussalmans of 

Ind ia who, though p ro fe s s ing g r e a t regard fo r t h e most 

it i n s i g n i f i c a n t and minor d e t a i l s of "Shara" and "Hadi^w 

a r e w i l l i n g too l s of a fo re ign bur iucracy and a r e 

purchas ing p l aces and preferments f o r themselves and 

t h e i r fa l low Mussalmans by r e s o r t i n g to va r ious ques t i on 

a b l e means. It l a a a ;n of the t lmos t h a t while Mussalman 

p i e t y f i n i s such eloquent exp re s s ion in i t s f i g h t s with 

Hinduism i t i s diimb and pow^rl as in t h e p r e s e n c e of 
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l e a d e r s who o p e n l y d e f y , by a c t s of o m i s s i o n and commiss ion , 

some of t h e mo9t s a c r e d C'*»ons of I s l a m l o L*w. I s i t n o t 

a f a c t t h a t j u s t a s i n t h e c& of H i n d u s , Musl ims a c c e p t 

as 1 a d e r s , men who do n o t b e i i r r e i n t h e i n f a l l i b i l i t y 

of t h e Q,uaran, who d i s c l a i m any f a i t h i n wHadisM and 

" F i q a h " , who o p e n l y and u n d i s g u i s a d l y d r i n k w i n e , e a t 

b a c o n , do n o t s a y p r a y e r s and do no t oba rve f a s t i n t h e 

month of B^mzan, n o t to m e n t i o n m i n o r m a t t e r s , such a s 

t h e i r o p i n i o n s a b o u t o i rdah 9 k-i p i n g board e t c ? I t 

comes t o t h i s t h e n what w h i l e H i n d u s and k u s s a l m a n s a r e 

p r e p a r e d t o bo l e d by men wh-» o p e n l y f l o u t a l l t h e s a c r i d 

c nons of t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e '" i t h s t h e y a r e no t p r e p a r e d 

t o r e l a x by a h a i r f s b r e a d t h t h e s e v e r i t y of t h >ir 

cus toms and r i t u a l s and o b s e r v a n c s , i n o r d e r t o l i v e in 

p e a c e and n e i g h b o u r l y g o o d - v / i n wi th one a n o t h e r , A 

u n i t e d I n d i a w i l l m r>an freedom f o r b o t h Hindus and 

Musalmans bu t they p r e f a b t h e s t r i c t o b s e r v a n c e of t h e most 
* 

f u t i l e and non- e s s e n t i a l e l e m e n t s of t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 

f a i t h s t o f reedom. I s t h i 3 n o t a s i g h t f o r t h e g o d s t o 

weep ove r? 

THE H^L TGIO S CANKS*. 
1 

I am f i r m l y c o n v i n c e d t h a t we c a n n o t 

c r e a t e a u n i t e d I n d i a and can no t win Swara j i n any s h a p e , 

u n l e s s t h * r e l i g i o u s c a n k e r i s r e m o v e d , w!4azhabM ( I n i t s 

narrow&#$## s e n s e ) a s my be loved f f i e n d S t o k e s o f t e n 

r e m i n d s me, i s t h e c u r s e of I n d i a , and a s l o n g a s i t r u l e s 

supreme , t h e r e i s no hope f o r I n d i a . The i d e a t h a t we can 

r m a i n "good II n4n«sn and "gcrod Musalman3 r t i n t h e 

n a r r o w e s t s a n s e of t h e s e of t e r r a , and y e t win Sw a r a j , 

i s i n my j u d g m e n t , an a b s u r d o n e . I t h a s done a l o t o f 

m i s c h i e f w i t h i n t h e l a s t f o u r y e a r s . I s t i l l b e l i e v e t h a 

ws do n o t n e e d t o d e p a r t i n any m a n n e r or d e g r e e from 

t h e t r u e and e s s e n t i a l s p i r i t of I s l a m and Hinduism i n 

o r d e r t o be f r e e and u n i t e d . T h * r * a r e good and t r u e 
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C h r i s t i a n a , Homan C a t h o l i c s and P r o t e s t a n t s , P r e s b y t e r -

i a n s and A n g l i c a n s , J e w s and G e n t i l e s i h G r e a t B r i t a i n , 

F r a n o e and Germany, b u t t h e e a r n e s t n e s s of t h e i r r e l i g i o u s 

f a i t h d o e s n o t p r e v e n t t h e i r b e i n g f r e e c i t i z e n s of t h e i r 

r e s p e c t i v e c o u n t r i e s . & hund red y e a r s ago , who c o l d h a v e 

imag ined t h a t a J e * wo I d one day be t h e P r ime M i n i s t e r of 

G r e a t B r i t a i n , a n o t h e r a S e c r e t * r y of S t a t e , and a t h i r d 

a Y i c e r o y of I n d i a ? 

The Jews a r e p e r h a p s t h e s m a l l e s t r e l i g i o u s 

community in G r e a t B r i t a i n . They n e v e r c l a i m e d any s p e c ' a l 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n P a r l i a m e n t o r any s p e c i f i c s h a r e of 

G ove rnment p o s t 3 . In f a c t abou t 150 y e a r s ago t h e communal 

c o n 3 c i o i » n e » 8 of t h e Roman C a t h o l i c s and P r o t e s t a n t s i n 

G r e a t B r i t a i n was a s ke n and e x c l u s i v e a s t h a t of t h e 

H i r i u s and Mussa lmans t o - d a y . For a l o n g t i m e t h e Homan 

C a t h o l i c s were e x c l u d e d from P a r l i a m e n t and c o l d n o t be 

employed i n any Government o f f i c e , and s t i l l t h e y n e v e r 

c l a i m e d any s p a t i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . Sow a l l t h e s e d i s a b i l i -

t i e s h a v e been removed andRoman C a t h o l i c s , e q u a l l y w i t h t h e 

P r o t e s t a n t s , h o l d t h e h i g h e s t p o s i t i o n s in t h e S t a t e . In 

t h i s m a t t e r t h e example of Grea t B r i t a i n h a s b e n f o l l o w e d 

in a l l t h e g r e a t c o u n t r i e s of Europe and i n t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s of A m e r i c a , and t h e r e s u l t i s what we s e e . I am 

c e r t a i n in my mind t h a t T u r k e y , Egypt and S y r i a a r e g o i n g 

t o do the s me t h i n g , and i f t h e y do n o t , t h e y w i l l n e v e r 

be f r e e . Does any one e x p e c t I n d i a t o be t h e o n l y e x c e p t i o n 

to th*? r u l e ? 

The T r i b u n e d a t e d December 5 . 19 34,__£afl > 2 / 7 , c o l . 1 - 2 / 4 

HI J MUSLIM PRO BEL - Y. 

(By L a i a I»aJpa t R a l ) 

The c o n s i d e r a t i o n s u r g e d i n t h e l a ' - t a r t i c l e 

a r e so i m p o r t a n t and r a l * v * n t t h a t I w i l l n o t a p o l o g i s e f o r 
4 

l a y i n g f u r t h e r emi)h a3 i a upon t h e m . Every p o s s i b l e e f f o r t 

s h o u l d be m <le ( a ) t o in-egr- - i t A t h e d i f f e r e n t r e l i g i o n s 
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a s much as p o s s i b l e by e m p h a s i z i n g t h e p o i n t s m which 

t h * y a g r e e , by e l i m i n a t i n g n o n - e s s e n t i a l s and by r e s 

t r i c t in« e s s e n t i a l d i f f e r e n c e s w i t h i n t h e n a r r o w e s t 

l i m i t s . 

(b ) t o remove a l l b a r r i e r s t o f r o e s o c i a l i n t e r c o u r s e 

be tween t h e c o m m u n i t i e s , which do n o t go t o t h e r o o t of 

any o n e ' s f a i t h . 

HINDU mraoUCHABIBS 

Lo t us t a k e t h e o u » s t i o n of u n t o u c h a b i l i t y . I 

f i n d no s a n c t i o n f o r i t in t h e H , n d n S h a s t r a s . I f i n d no 

m e n t i o n of I t i n h i s t o r y . •«•„ f a r a s t h e H indu u n t o u c h a b l e s 

a r e c o n c e r n e d , most s e n s i b l e H , n d u s a r e a g r e e d t h a t in t 

t h e i r c a s >, a t l e a s t , i t i s s « n s » l e s s , inhuman and i n t o 

l e r a b l e , b e c a u s e of t h e f a c t of t h e i r b e i n g f o l l o w e r s of 

t h « same r e l i g i o n and members of t h e same community a s t h e 

s o - c a l l e d h i g h e r c a s t e s . Soma of Mia a d v a n c e d r e f o r m e r s 

l i k e t h e Ayys S ^ m a j i s t s a r e p r e p a r e d t o a t - n e e r a i s e 

th^m h i g h i n t h e s o c i a l s c a l e by i n v e s t i n g them w i t h t h e 

a a o r e d t h ^ e ^ d and s t a r t i n g i n t e r d i n i n g and i n t e r - m a r r y i n g 

w i t h them. Ev^n t h e most o r t h o d o x a r e i n many c a s e s 

p r e p a r e d t o l e t them on t h e i r f l o o r , t o admit th*m in *<r 

common s c h o o l s and t o remove a l l o u t w a r d and p a l p a b l e 

ei*;na of p o l l u t i o n by t o u c h . In fcheir e a s e , a t l e a s t , 

u n t o u c h a b i l i t y i s doomed and w i l l , I b * l i e * e , d i s a p p e a r in 

a v e r y s h o r t t i m e . The u l t r a o r t h o d o x w i l l no d o u b t foam 

f t e t 9 o p p o s e and r e s i s t . H e r e a n d t h ? r t h e y w i l l 

o u t c ,319 and b r a a k s o c i i i r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e r e f o r c e e r s . 

But t h e number - f t h e l a t e r i s so l a r g e a l r e a d y and i s 

g r o w i n g so much l a r g e r and l a r g e r a? t o r e d u c e t h e o r t h o d o x 

t o i m p o t e n c e . T a k e t h e c a s e of Mahatma O a n d h i o r of 3 f t th 

J a m n a l a l B a j a j o r of Swami S a r d h a n a n d o r of L . H a n s r a j . S a s 

Has t h e o r t h o d o x Hindu community t h e w i l l and t h e p o * e r 

t o excommuni c a t them and th row t h em o u t of t h e p a l e of 

Hindu i sm? I am no t In f a v o u r of f o r c i n g p * o e and 
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and round ing t h e f e e l i n g * and t h e s u s c e p t i b i l i t i e s of the 

o r t h o d o x , b u t I know t h a t i n t h i s r e s p e c t a t l e a s t 

o r t h o d o x y i s doomed. I t s days a r e l i t e r a l ly numbered . 

N ON-HINDU UNTOUCHABLES 

In t h e c a s e of n o n - H i n d u s , u n t o u c h a b i l i%j t a k e s 

a d i f f e r e n t s h a p e . In t h e i r c a s e , no p o l l u t i o n by t o u c h i s 

r e c o g n i s e d . But i t i s no t a l l o w e d t o e a t o r d r i n k food o r 

w a t e r t o u c h e d by them. T h i s p r a c t i c e i s a l s o doomed. As I 

h a v e s a i d , I can f i n d no a u t h o r i t y f o r i t i n t h e H^ndu 

S h a s t r a s . I t was p r o b a b l y b a s e d on t h e l d * a of n o n - c o o p e 

r a t i o n w i th f o r e i g n r u l e r s who h a p p e n e d t o be b e e f - e a t e r s . 

I t was good and e f f e c t i v e a s l o n g aa t h * Musl ims i n I n d i a 

w e r e t h e enemies of t h e p e o p l e o r t h e i r c o n q u e r o r s , and 

and t h e K , n i u s cou ld h o p e t o t u r n them o u t by e s t a b l i s h i n g 

a H i n d u H a j . I t i s no l o n g e r p o s s i b l e . The enemies o f t h e 

8 t h to 1 6 t h c e n t u r i e s form an i m i ) o r t a n t TDO u l a t i o n tod^vy. 

They a r e n e i t h e r f o r e i g n e r s n o r r u l e r s , H a o i a l l y t h e y a r e 

I n t h e v a s t m a j o r i t y of c s e s f t h e bone of o u r bone in& t h e 

f l e s h of our f 1 e »h. F o r m e r l y , a H f n d u who o n c e d r a n k w a t e r 

o r a t e food t o u c h d by a Mussalman was i m m e d i a t e l y l o s t 

to Hindu i sm, n e v e r ag . i n t o r e t u r n t o i t s f o l d . Thanks to 

Guru Go i n d S i n g h , Swami Dayanand and o t h e r r e f o r m e r s t h a t 

i d e a h a s beon e x p l o d e d and e x p l o d e d f o r good , Ey n b o r n 

K5uh-immadans can now b e a d m i t t e d i n t o H i n d u s o c i e t y , Qnder 

t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e * t h e r e i s no e x c u s e now f o r c o n t i n u i n g 

o r p e r p e t u a t i n g t h i 3 p r e j u d i c e . But p r e j u d i c e s l i k e t h o s e 

t a r e t i m e to d i e . ^ i e i t m u s t , why a c t t hen h a s t e n to 

d e s t r o y i t by a c t i v e e f f o r t s . I know t h a t 3ome d i s t i n g . i l -

s h e d H i n d u s w i l l t a k e e x c e p t i o n to my s t a t e m e n t and nay 

ev*n denounce me f o r i t . But I am o u t t o s p e a k wh t I b e 

l i e v e t o be t h e t ru t -h an %h'e w h o l e t r u t h , 1% i s a b s o l u t e l y 

n c e *ary f o r p r o d u c i n g an a t m o s p h e r e o f n e i h b o u r l y good 

w i l l nnd. f o r c r - i a t i a * a U n i t e d Tndi~- t h a t t h e e x i s t i n g 

p r e j u d i c e s s h o u l d bo g i v e n u p . 0 u can n o t make a u n i t e d 

http://disting.il-
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n a t i o n of c o m m u n i t i e s be tween whom s u c h b a r r i e r s i n t h e 

m a t t e r of s o c i a l i n t e r c o u r s e a r e r e c o g n i s e d a n d e n f o r c > d , 

v e r , t h e a b o l i t i o n of t h e p r a c t i c e w i l l be u s e f u l t o Moreo 

Hindu i sm i n an o t h a r way. I t w i l l r emove a l l f e a r s of 

f o r e d c o n v e r s i o n by m a k i n g a H i n d u d r i n k w a t e r o r e a t 

food t o u c h e d by a Mus l im. I t may bo n o t e d t h a t I am a d v o 

c a t i n g t h e r e m o v a l o f t h e r e s t r i c t i o n a s a b a r r i e r and 

n o t t h e n e c e s a r r i n t r o d u c t i o n of i n t e r d i n i n g . 

THE »K "FIR" THSOHY. 

T a k e a n o h W r e a t * , an e q u a l l y i m p o r t a n t m a t t e r . 

T h e r e was a t i m e when i n t b e • f e l of t h e Musl ims a l l 

Hindus were K f i r - , and i t was i m p l i c i t l y b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e 

p r o p e r t y a n d t h e women f a K a f i r wore ? e g a l p r i z e s of 

w a r f o r a : u s i i m . The t i m e s a r e c h a n g e d and w i t h i t t h e 

c o n c e p t i o n of a K a f i r mus t be c h a n g e d . No H i n d u who b e l i e 

v e s I n and w o r s h i p s o n e God, c a n , by any s t r e t c h of 

l a n g u a g e be c a l l e d a K a f i r u n l e s s t h e d e f i n i t i o n of a K a f i r 

be t h a t e v e r y non-Mus i im i s a K « f i r - In t h e eyes of a l a r g e 

number of Mus l ims t h e l a t t e r i s t h e r i g h t d e f i n i t i o n of a 

K a f i r and a c c o r d i n g to ntfiemas" even t h o s e Mus l ims a r e 

K a f i r s who, a l t h o u g h b e l i e v i n g i n A U a b and H i s p r o p h e t , 

do n . t f o l l o w o t h e r t e n e t s of 1 s i *m. a s u n d e r s t o o d and 

i n t e r p r e t e d by t h e m . F o r e x a m p l e , t h e y p r o n o u n c e d S i r Syed 

Ahmad t o be a K a f i r and t h e y d e n o u n c n t h e f o l l o w e r s of 

M i r z a of Q a d i a n » l s 0 a e K a f i r s # I f t h e y a r e r i g h t , t h e n 

H.H. t h e Aga Khan i s t h e t i g g f t t t " K a f i r " and so a r e 
* 

G h a z i M u s t a f a Kamal ^ a s h a and Zaghu l P a s h a a l s o . If t h e n 

t h e i r d e f i n i t i o n of a Kaf i r i« r i g h t , t h e r e can be no 

p e a c e b e t w e e n them and t h e r e s t of th a w o r l d . In t h a t c a s e 

a l l t h i s t a l k of H i n d u - M u s l i m U n i t y i n s u p e r f i c i a l , a b s u r d 
• 

and h y p o c r i t i c a l . I n t h e c o u r s e of t h e n o n - c o - o p e r a t i o n 

c a m p a i g n , some of t h e J iem.i3 c i t e d p a r t i c u l a r " a y a t s " 

( s e c t i o n s ) oi t h e Q u r a n t o p r o v e t h a t u a l i m s c o u l d e n t e r 

i n t o l a w f u l a g r e e m e n t w i t h such n.-»n-Mu8lim» a s w e r e 
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f r i e n d l y t o w a r e s them, a g a i n s t t h o s e who wore i n i m i c i l l y 

d i s p o s e d t o w a r d s the™, b r o u g h t f i r e and sword i n t o t h e 

homes o f t h e l a t t e r and o t h e r w i s e i n j u r e d t h e m . How t o b e 
-

f r a n k , t h i s k i n d of s p e c i a l p l e a d i n g d o e s n o t a p p e a l to 

my i n t e l l e c t . I t i s no t a m e c h a n i c a l union of t h i s k i n d 

t h a t w i l l make a n a t i o n of u s . W^at i s n e e d e d i s a c h e m i c a l 

u n i o n . Are t h e H i n d u s " K a f i r s " ? If t h e y a r e , a l l t a l k of 

u n i t y be tween H i n d u s and M u s i a n a n s i a a b s u r d . 

IS'::') OF CHANGS 7 HE IS 

flo H-aSalm *n o r body of Muslmans i n I n i i a o r 

o u t r i d e h a s any r i t e a u t h o r i t y t o ^lnd o t h e r : : u s l m a n s . 

L *ders come and g o ; t b I s no :>e i n I n d i a who can s p e a k 

in tRename o f t h e whole Muslim communi ty . The p a c t of L u c k -

now had no v a l u e o r b i n d i n g f o r c e u n l e s s i t was a c c e p t e d 

by Crovernr- m t aid embodied in l a w , Nq a g r e e m e n t aac± made 

o r a r r i v e d a t a m e e t i n g of t h e C 0 n g r a s s o r K h i l a f a t h a s 

any b i n d i n g l e g a l v a l u e . Any t h i n g ag i d t o by t h e p r e s e n t 

I s d e r s o r even t h e J a m i a t u l D l e m a can be q u e s t i o n e d by any 

o t h e r Muslim and w i t h even g r e a t e r f o r c e by t h e s u c c e e d i n g 

g e n e r a t i o n s . Sven an a g r e e m e n t embodied in law o r forrai g 

p a r t of a d e c l a r a t i n of r i g h t s i s of no b i n d i n g v a l u e on 

t h e f u t u r e g e n e r a t i o n s of Hindus and i ' u s i i m s . L&wa c h a n g e 

w l t h t h e lawmaker* . ^ l aw made t o d a y may be no o t o f v a l u e 

50 a* y e a r s h e n c e . Under t h e c i r c u m s t a n c s, a g r e e m e n t s 

o r p a c t s w o n ' t t a k e us s u f f i c i n t l y f a r , '.Yhat is n e e d e d i s 

a «ch nge of h e a r t " . A l l e f f o r t s of t h e p r e s e n t g e n e r a t i o n 

of Muslim 1 j l e r s s h o u l d b e d i r e c t e d t o removing t h e i d e a 

t h a t t h e H i n d u s a r e K a f f i r s . 

H1SP0HSIBILHT OF MA7LVIS 

O r d i n a r i l y , t h e r e l a t i n g of Hindus and 

f-usalmans in v i l l a s * * and smal l towns a r e most c o r d i a l . 

The p r e s e n t t e n s i o n i a t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e l a s t 50 

y e a r s . But wh :>t h a s h a p p e n e d d u r i n t h e l a s t 3 y e a r s , h a s 
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b e a t e n a l l r eco rd« Some p e o o l e a r e ->f o p i n i o n th-at s p e c i a l 

e f f o r t s hav ^ b e a n made t o b r i n g a h o u t t h i s s t a t e of t h i n g s 

to prov<- t h a t I n d i a l i u n f i t f o r Swaraj and t h a t no f u r t h e r 

a d v a n c e l a s a f e in t h e m a t t e r of po H i t l e a l r e f o r m s . In 

c e r t a i n c h a r t e r s t h er a i s a t e n a n c y t o t h r o w t h e e n t i r e 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y on t h e o f f i c i a l s of t h e f o r e i g n Government . 

Whi le s h a r i n g t h e "bel ief t h a t t h e l a t t e r h a v e h a d a hand 

i n i t . I c a n n o t h a l p Say ing t h a t Muslim i J a o l v i « s , Ma-ui%nas 

and A s s o c i a t i o n s have had a much l a r g e r , In f a c t a l i o n ' s 

s h a r e , i n I t , t h o u g h , o f c o u r s e , I t i s n o t meant t h a t t h e 

Hindus a r e q u i t e i n n o c e n t . The f a c t th it w h e r e v e r t h e r e hav 

been r i o t s be tween Hindus and Musalmans , t h e l a t e r h a v e 

l o o t e d t h e f o r m e r , d e s e c r a t e d t h e i r t e m p l e s and a s s a r t e d 

t h e i r women, b e t r a y s t h e w i d e s p r e a d d i f f u s i o n of t h e i d e a 

t h a t t h o Hindu3 a r e » K a f i r s " that , t h e Mus l ims a r e In a i 

s t a t e of war w i t h t h e m , a n d t h a t i n f i g h t i n g t hem, t h e i r 

p r o p e r t y and w .xaen a r e " h a l a l " f o r t h e ftusiims. T h e r e a r e 

some p e r s o n s who x t m a i n t a i n t h a t t h i s h a s b e e n t h e work of 

Goondas . I l a , / , no.' The r i o t s h*V e been i n s p i r e d by 

c l e v e r e r "bra ins t h a n t h o s e of t h e Go n d a s t h e y h a v e "been 

-n cure-gad and s u p p o r t e d by I n f l u e n t i a l p e o p l e . I t i s 

o n l y t h o a c t xl o u t r a n * t h a t hav e been commi t t ed "by 

Go )ndafl, f a n a t i c s and p o o r p e o p l e . 

DUTY OF MUSLIM LEADERS 

An e s t i m a b l e Muslim l e a d e r h a 3 p r o p o u n d e d t h e 

t h e o r y t h a t t h e f a c t t h a t t h e H ^ n t u s a r e r i c h and t h e 

Musl ims a r e p o o r , e x p l a i n s t h e s e r i o t s . Assuming t h e 

e x p l a n a t i o n to be c o r r e c t , h o w do s h e - x p l a i n t h e i r r e 

b u t t a b l e f a c t t h a t t h e p o o r (4u3almans do n o t l o o t t h e i r 

r i c h f e l . o v r e l i g i o n i s t s ? The r e a l e x p l a n a t i o n i s t h a t t h e 

l a t t e r a r e Musl ims and t h e H i n d u s a r e ^ a f f i r s . T h i s n o t i o n 

h a s been rubb L i t o t h e mind of t h e Musl im m a s s e s and 

Muslim m i d d l e c l a s s e s , by c l e v e r p r o p a g a n d i s t s and 

i n f m a n t i a l l e a d e r s , i t i s t h e d u t / of t h " Muslim n a t i o -



- 22 -

n a l i c t l e a d e r * t o i n a u g u r a t e and c a r r y on an e x t e n s i v e 

p r o p a g a n d a t o d e s t r o y t h i a n o t i o n and t o i m p r e s s on t h e 

minds of t h e i r c o r e l i g i o n i s t s t h e t r u t h t h a t H indus a r e 

n o t K a f f i r s and t h a t >v on t h e o c c a s i o n of f i g h t s and 

q u a r r e l s , t h ^ i r tommies t h s i r TJomen and t h e i r p r o p e r t y 

a r e I n v i o l a b l e and u n a s s a i l a b l e . 

The T r i b u n e d a t e d P ^ c a n b ^ r 7 . 1 9 2 4 . n a g a 2 . c o l . 1 - 3 * 

HINDU MUSLIM PROBLEM - VI 

( 3 y L a l a L a j p a t R a i ) 

OOMMUHAL aSPPMIMTATIOH 

In t h i s a r t i c l e I p r o p o s e to t r a c e ' t h e h s t o r y 

of t h e e v o l u t i o n of t h ^ i d e a of Co m) uu a l R^p r e s e n t ^ t i a 

and s e p a r a t e communal i n t e r s s t s . I t s i n t h e s e v e n t i e s 

of t h e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y t h a t t h e movement f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h 

ment o f t h e M# A. 0 . C o l l e g e a t A l i ^ a r h was s t a r t e d and i t 

was a b o u t t h e same t i m e t h a t t h e Arya S a maj was f o u n d e d . 

The i d e a of a u n i t e d I ad l a was p r e s e n t to t h e mind 3 of 

t h e f c i n d e r s of b> th when t h o y met a t D e l h i on t h e 

o c c a s i o n of t h e I m p e r i a l Durbar of 1 9 7 7 . But t h o y soon 

found out t h a t i t was i m p o s s i b l e t o u n i t e I n d i a on t h e 

b a s i s of a common f a i t h . T * I n d i a n Hation-Al C o n g r e s s 

h a d no t t h e n come i n t o e x i s t e n c e , an t t h e i d e a a t back of 

S i r Syod1 s mind was t o f o u n d an i n s t i t u t i o n w h i c h v/3uid 

e n a b l e I n d i a n Muhamm&dans t o make u f o r l o s t t i m e in t h e 

x a c q u i s i t i o n of t h a t w e s t e r n knowledge which w a g t 

i n h i s « y e s , •? ine qua n on of w o r d l y p r o s p e r i t y b o t h 

u n d e r t h e Government and o th r . rwi SQ, 

THE AUG ARK COLL EG 

S i r yed was m a t e r i a l l y h e l p e d and s u p p o r t e d i n 

the d e v e l o p m e n t of h i s i d e a by i n f l u e n t i a l Hindius. R i c h 

H i n d u s and Hindu p r i n c e s l i b e r a l l y s u b s c r i b e d t o t h e 

f u n d s of t h e H i g a r h M . A . O . C o l l e g ? . But t h e i d e a o f a 

d e n o m i n a t i o n a l c o l l e g e n * c e s ^ r i l y c a r r i e s w i t h i t 

e m p h a s i s on communal c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and communal 
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g l o r i e s . I t u n a v o i d a b l y i n c e a s e s communal c r a o i o u s n e s o . 

So i t was h o r e , Ag^in, t h e s u c c e s s and t h e - p o l a r i t y of 

A l i g a r h C o l l e g e de fended 1 arg l yo 1 i t s a lumni f i n d i n g hir;h 

and l u c r a t i v e p o s t s unde r Government . At f i r s t t h e g r e a t 

S y e d ' s p e r s o n a l i n f l u e n c e with t h e h i g h of i c l a i s n f f i c e d 

fo r t h e pu rpose» but i t was soon found t h a t i t was 

unn o o e ^ a r / t o supp le in^ i t i t by i n s i s t e n c e on communal 

c l a i m s . T^us c o m p a r a t i v e s t a t i s t i c s of Hindus *.nd Kus i lms 

in Government s e r v i c e s became a c h - r a c t o r s i t i c f e a t u r e of 

t h e d e l i b e r a t i o n s of t h e u h madan E d u c a t i o n a l Confer n e e 

ev*n in i t s e a r l y d y s . S i r 8yod wi s a g r e a t r e l i g i o u s and 

s o c i a l r e f o r m e r . By hi s l i b e r a l e x p o s i t i o n s of I s l a m and by 

h i s a t t en iu t e «o r a t i o n a l i s e Is lam he dr*w upon h i B S e l f 

t h e wra th of t h e Muslin UleBaSf and t h e y r a i d e d a s torm of 

p r e j u d i c e a g a i n s t him. H i s s t r e n g t h l a y in h i e a l l i a n c e 

w i t h t h e Gov j 'nment. fffcdbsr t he i d e a of t h i s a l l i a n c e had 

t a k - n h o l d of h i s mind ev«n b<rfore t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n a l 

Congress wa« found ad, c-ainot be d e f i n i t e l y a s s e r t e d , v/hat 

i s c e r t a i n i s t ha t af t r t h« f o u n d a t i o n of t h e l i t f i t 

be m* a d e f i n i t e a r t i c l e of h i s p o l i t i c a l c r e e d . T h u s t h e 

A l i g a r h s choo l of Mukav.madana became c h a r s t e r i s t i c a l l y 

a n t i - H i n d u ^nd pro-Go v°rnm en t . 

THE AB'/A SA.'.AJ 

On t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e Arya Saniaj a c t i v i t i e s i n 
* 

t h e P u n j a b b r o u g h t i n t o e x i s t e n c e a community of Hindus wh 

began to l a y smphas a on t h e g l o r i e s of a n c i e n t I n d l a and 

a l s o B t h e c u t r a g e s commit ted on Hindus and :I indu t e m p l e s 

e t c . by Muslim r u l e r s . These Ary«* S a m a j i a t s bor rowed t h e i r 

I d e a s of p o l i t i c a l f reedom from t i l s w r i t i n g s of Thomas 

P a i n e , J O S B h &Szi&i George ^ 9 h ^ ^ n e * c » T h e y a t enpt 

*d to u n i t s HindU3 a g a i n s t n o n - H i n d u s b o t h C h r i s t i a n s and 

n S l i a s , The D#A*?# C o l l e g e s t o o d f o r H i n d u u n i t y , Hindu 

p r o g r e s s and Hindu con ^ I k d a t i o n . T^us cam-> i n t o e x i s t e n c 
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the two c l a s s e s of Hindus and Muslims who stood f o r 

sharply divided communal consciousness and communal 

conso l idat ion with only t h i s d i f f erence that wh l e one 

preached the cu l t of p o l i t i c a l freedom, the other 

preached that of a l l i a n c e with the rul ing power. This 

d i f f erence became the foundation of that f i r e of e s -

tranganent which has s i n c e "burst in to flames and now 

threatens to reduce to ashes a l l hopes of a united India, 

The Aligarh educated Muslims on the one hand and the 

Arya SamajistB on the other have, s i n c e then f been the 

doqghty standard-bearers of t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e f a i t h s . 

DEMAND FOR COMMUNAL REPR ESENT ATI CH 

The demand f o r communal r e p r e s e n t a t i o n and 

s e p a r a t e e l e c t o r a t e s on the part o f Muslims was t h e 

n e x t n a t u r a l s t e p i n t h e i r march towards e x c l u s i v e 

oommunal p r o g r e s s . The Government, on i t s s i d e , found 

a n a t u r a l and welcome a l l y in S j r Syed and h i s s c h o o l 

o f Musl ims, demands f o r s p e c i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n both 

in t h e L e g i s l a t u r e s and t h e S e r v i c e s . The " p o l i t i c a l 

importance" of t h e Muslims a l s o assumed t h e rank of a 

w a r - c r y . Hindus a l l o v e r I n ^ i a r e s e n t e d t h i s , bu t none 

mo re vehemently than t h o s e of t h e U.P. and t h e Punjab . 

To t h o s e who want to t r a c e t h e development and growth 

of t h i s i d e a , t h e e a r l y volumes o f t h e "Comrade* w i n 

f u r n i s h an i n t e r e s t i n g and i l l u m i n a t i n g s t u d y . 

PAN-ISLAMISM 

What was a t t h e root o f t h e c la im about th e 

p o l i t i c a l importance of the Muslims? The fac t that they 

had been the rulers of I n d i a f o r centur ies and a l s o the 

fact that th «re s t i l l e x i s t e d severa l independent Muslim 

S t a t e s ou t s ide In^ia. It i s a well-known h i s t o r i c a l 

f iCt that S\r Syed himself was opposed to the Muslims 
i 

of India sending any help to the Turks in the war with 
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Russia In 1877-78 . I don«t know I f he was a Pan-

I s l a m i s t , I am I n c l i n e d to think tha t he was n o t . In 

any cdse, he wag s t rong ly opposed to the Idea of the 

Indian Un l lms meddling with the a f f a i r s of o u t s i d e 

Muslim S t a t e s . I n dlan Muslims, however, soon found out 

tha t Great -Britain, l i k e other European powers, was on ly 

as much I n t e r e s t e d In the Independent Mnsi im s t a t e s 

as It s u i t e d I t s Imperial I n t e r e s t s . Suspic ions "began 

to be enter ta ined that perhaps the a t t i t u d e of the In^l 

Government towards Indian Muslims was only a n e u r o t i c 
* 

to prevent them from taking any a c t i v e I n t e r e s t In the 

a f f a i r s of Mu0lin S t a t e s ou t s ide I n d i a . The a l l i a n c e 

of the ducat ed Mu«Hmfl with the Government had I t s 

natural in f luence upon the masses. T^e c l a s s e s and 

the masses were both permeated with the Id *a that the 

Government was the r f r i end and ant i -Hindu. There were 

European o f f i c i a l s who rubbed It Into t h e i r consc ience 

as much as they could. 

* * « 

THE REACTION 

But the r e a c t i o n was bound to come. I t came 

i n two ways. F i r s t l y , the Muslims began to r a i s e t h e i r 

d em aids s so h i g h ths* even the Government found i t 

i m p o s s i b l e to meet them. Secondly , the gradual f a l l and 

dismemberment of the Muslim empires of Turkey and Egypt 

opened t h e eyos of Indian Muslims as to the v a l u e of 

B r i t i s h f r i e n d s h i p . F i r s t came t h e occupat tbn of Egypt; 

t h e n came t h e rapid c o n t r a c t i o n of t h e Turkish Empire 

by the l o s s of i t s C h r i s t i a n p r o v i n c e s ; next came t h e 

I t a l i a n war am T r i p o l i wh ich was a p u r e l / Muslim counts* 

F i n a l l y came t h e war with Turkey, w i t h the dlememb^rme.^ 

of t h e Turkish Empire by the t r e a t y of S e v e r e s . Th|A> 

brought about a complete change In the p o l i t i c a l 

v i e w s of some o f the Muslim l e a d e r s and gave b i r V k - t i 

the N o n - c o - o p e r a t i o n i d e a . I t i s no t I m p l i e d th«^tr 
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dur l i^ a l l t h i s t i m e t h e r e w r e no Muslim l e a d e r s who 

s t o o d f o r a l l i a n c e w i t h Hindus f o r the p u r p o s e s o f 

p o l i t i c a l freedom a s - a g a i n s t a l l i a n c e w i th Government 

and consequent p o l i t i c a l d e p e n d e n c e . It must he s a i d to 

the honour o f M e s s r s . Badruddin T y e b j i , Rahmatul la Sahnl 

and Rasu l , among t h e dead, and Maulana Abd il Kalam Azad, 

M e s s r s M # A.Jinnah f Hassan Imam and Mazhar-u l -Haq f among 

the l i v i n g , t h a t t h e y a lwasy s t o o d f o r p o l i t i c a l u n i t y 

between Hindus and Mus l ims . 

LORD MORLEY 

I t was l e f t f o r L o r d Mor ley , t h e g r e t L i b e r a l 

t h i n k e r and s t a t e s m a n of Great - B r i t a i n , t o f i n a l l y s a n -
* 

c t i o n , a t t h e l n t a n c e of t h e I n d i a n b u r e a u c r a c y , the 

c mker of communal r e p r e s e n t a t i o n w i th s e p a r a t e e l e c t o 

r a t e x i « « i n t o the I n d i a n sys tem; and t h i s arrangement 

was s u b s e q u e n t l y S a n c t i f i e d by t h e p a c t o f Lu^know 

a r r i v e d at by the L i b e r a l l e a d e r s o f both t h e com^uni-
t i ^s . 

T h i s , i n b r i e f , i s the h i s t o r y of communal 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . I h a v e S a i d n o t h i n g as t o I t s n e c e s s i t y 

or o t h e r w i s e , and b f o r I do t h a t I * a n t to comment 

b r i e f l y n t h e p o l i c y o f t h e t r a c e t h e growth o f P a n -

Is iamism i n I n d i a . 

The T r i b u n e d a t e d December 1 9 . 1 9 2 4 . p a ;e 2 / 7 . c o l . 1 / 1 . 

HINDU-MUSLIM PROBLEM - V I I . 

( B y La i a L * J p a t Ra i ) 

(A) SIR SfSD' 3 POLICY 
I 

S i r Syed Ahmed Zfcan was u n q u e s t i o n a b l y a 

g r e a t man. He was h l g h m l n d e d , uns I f i s h and d e v o t e d t o 

the i n t e r e s t s of h i s community. He 1̂  ved and d i e d f o r I t . 

H i s T>olit ic«i l c r e e d c o n s i s t e d of t h r e e a r t i c l e s . 

( a ) N o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e in t h e a f f a i r s of o u t s i d e 

Musi in S t a t e - . 
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( b) Concentration of a l l e f f o r t s on the 

betterment of the Muslims1 condi t ion at home, and 

( c) A l l i a n c e with the -British Government. I 

h la ey**st th^se three a r t i c l e s were more or l e s s 

interdependent . 

As 1 °ng a J he l i v e d he commanded the almost 

undivided a l l e g i a n c e of h i s educated fe l low r e l i g i o n i s t s 

though even thas a few of the l a t t e r i n t e r e s t e d them-

s e l v e s in the Indian National Congress. After h i s death, 
# 

there was a change. A l a r g e number of h i s former f o i l -

owers /±nd p u p i l s abandoned a l l the three a r t i c l e s of h i s 

f a i t h . But an equal ly l a r g e number continued to b e l i e v e 

in and fol low h i s p o l i c y . Th a s s e s went with the former 

Thus a s i t u a t i o n arose which may be summed up in two 

^hrase^ Pan-Islamisig, and h o s t i l i t y to the B r i t i s h . 

Under the inf luence of the Non-co-operat ion 

movement a s u f f i c i e n t l y l a r g e nuriber of M-aSl ims joined 

the Indian National Conress, but in very many c*ses 

t h e i r nat ional ism aeemed to be onoy secondary to the i r 

Pan-Islamism. N0w i t i s obvious that the Indian Muslims 

must sympathise with t h e i r f e l l o w-MuSl 1ms o u t s i d e . The 

misfortunes of the l a t t e r must draw t h e i r sympathy; 

t h e i r g l o r i e s must f i l l them with e l a t i o n . T h i s i s only 

natura l . Hindus can not r e a l i z e t h i s f u l l y as t h e r e are 

v i r t u a l l y no Hindus o u t s i d e In&ia. While admitt ing t h i s , 

I have no doubt i n my own mind tha t S i r Syed'e p o l i c y 

of concentrat ion at home was the bet ter of the two. The 

advocates of Pan-Islamism have never r e a l i z e d that 

nat ional i sm must precede i n t « r - n a t i o n a l i sm wheth er 

p o l i t i c a l o r r e l i g i o u s . People who are not f r e e at home, 

cannot hel pothers e i t h e r to gain t h e i r freedom o r to 

re ta in i t . People who are poor, i l l i t e r a t e , d e s t i t u t e 

and dependent at home, can not very we l l g ive away 

wh t they have i n order to help o t h e r s . The sentiment 

has a veneer of n o b i l i t y , but i t i s n e i t h e r p r a c t i c a l 

x 
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p o l i t i c s nor sound economics, and in my opinion i t i s 

not good r e l i g i o n e i t h e r . There a r e some people who w i n 

laugh at these i deas , hut t h a t do ea n t a f fec t t h i s p 

t r u t h . The events of the l a s t t h r e e years have in my 

judgment conc lus ive ly shown tha t a t l e a s t in t h i s r e s 

p e c t , S i r Syed's po l i cy was sounder than tha t of those 

who reversed i t . 

H0t e — Compare Muslim c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the 

Khi l a fa t and Smyrna Funds with those to t h e T l l a k -

Swarajya Fund, the Malabar Reltt and the Muslim Education 

f unds e t c . , 

The f i r s - a r t i c l e of an I n d i a n ' s f a i t h must 

he to love Ind ia above every o t h e r country on the face 
* 

of t h e g l o b e . O n l y t h e n can he be a p a t r i o t . D i v i d e d 

a l l e g i a n c e and d i v i d e d l o v e can no t p r o d u c e e i t h e r good 

n a t i o n a l i s t s and p a t r i o t s o r even good r e l i g i o n i s t s . 

( P a g e 7 , c o l . 3 ) 

(B) IfiJS CH- NOS PROM NATIONALISM TO PAN ISLAMOI 

T h e r e was a t i m e when t h e a b l e s t and p e r h a p s 

t h e most p o p u l a r of Muslim p o r t s sang t h e two s o n g s , o n e 

b e g i n n i n g w i t h t h e l i n e , S a r e J ah an ae a c h h a H i n d u s t a n 

Hamara ( o f a t h e co unt r i s of t h e w o r l d , o u r H i n d u s t a n 

i s t he b e s t ) a n d t h e o t h e r a Muasaddas e n d i n g w i t h 

t h e r e f r a i n : wThe s m̂ i s my c o u n t r y t h e same i s my 
• 

c o u n t r y " . I t w i l l be I n t e r e s t i n g to i n s e r t h e r e a few 

v e r s e s from those songs showing the depth of p a t r i o t i s m 

and the he igh t of na t iona l i sm which i n s p i r e d t h e i r 

com-ooser and t h e broad s p i r i t of t o l e r a n c e that pervaded 

them. The f i r s t conta ined the fo l lowing: -

( T r a n s l a t i o n ) - - Rel ig ion does not t each 

mutual an imos i ty . W* a r e I n d i a n s ; our country i s 

Hindustan* 

Greece, E^ypt and Home hav » a l l been effaced 

from t h e world, but our name and d i s t i n c t i o n i s s t i l l 

l i v lng# 
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There I t some reason why our l i f e w i l l not 

he e x t i n c t a l though changing tim * h s been our enemy 

fo r c o n t u r l e s . 

This song ifl o f t^n sung as a s u b s t i t u t e f o r 

wJ3ande Mat ram" and has be*n r a i s ed to t h e d i g n i t y of a 

n a t i o n a l anthem. 

T a ke the fo l lowing from the o t h e r : -

( T r a n s l a t i o n ) - "The land In which Ches t ! 

d e l i v e r e d h i s message of t r u t h , the garden in *hich 

Nanak Sang the song of theism; t h e l and which T a t a r s 

adopted a s t h e i r home; the land which made t h e peop le 

of Hedjai l e a v e t h e d e s e r t of Arab ia ; t h e same land i e 

my n a t i v e l and , the Siine i s my n a t i v e l a n d . * 

(3) 

(The land) which aroused thewonder of t h e 

Greeks . (The land) which t augh t Sc ience and Aft to t he 

wh ole wo r l d et c . et c. 

( 3 ) 

The p l a c e from where t h e world heard the song 

of th - l sm; t he p l a c e f ro* wher* the Prophet of Arabia 

rece ived cool b r e e z e s , e t c . 

In t h e f o o t - n o t e i t i s sa id that t h e f i r s t 

l i n e r e f e r s to the f l u t e of Shri Kr ishna and the second 

I s a had is to the e f f ec t t h a t t h e Prophet s a i d : «he 

was r e c e i v i n g cool b reezes from t h e d i r e c t i o n ">f I nd i a , " 

(4) 

(The land) in whose a tmosphere 1 if e i s l i f e 

of P a r a d i s e , 

(5) 

(The land) which i s Oautma1 s co ion t r y , (and 

thus ) i s t h e h o i / land of the Jap.anese,( t he l and) which 

i s a sma l l e r Je rusa lem f o r the l o v e r s of C h r i s t . 

T h e r e is a n t o h e r song composed, by t h e same 

p o ^ t under t h e name of (New Shlva la ) - t h e temple 
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dedica ted to Shiva which i s f u l l of the aobi est p o s s i b l e 

sent iments of Hindu-Muhammaden Unity. I U3ed to of ten 

r e c i t e i t i n my e x i l e in t h e United S t a t e s of America 

and t r a n s l a t e d i t i n to Engl ish for an English Magazine. 

My t r a n s l a t i o n was v e r s i f i e d by Dr. Anand Kumar Sw*mi 

and publ idhed in one of the American Magasines. 

Equally remarkable and p a t h e t i c i s a poem 

c a l l e d Sad ,y l -da rd ( a * a i l of pain) 1 jnenting Hindu-

Muslim d i s u n i t y . Following the s am * l i n e and ev*n more 

p a t h e t i c and impress ive i s a poem c a l l e d Taswi r - l -Dard 

( a p i c t u r e of p a i n ) , I can not r e s i s t the tempta t ion of 

g iv ing a few v e r s e s he re : 

( T r . ) 0h t Hindustan, the s p e c t a c l e makes me 

weep. Thy s to ry i s the most ins t ru ct ive . of a l l s t o r i ^ . 

The next v e r s u s bewa 1 the f a c t t ha t the 

w r i t e r haabeen ass igned by f a t e ( t h e duty of) being a 

reader of mourning l i t e r a t u r e (Nauha £hwan) .on I n d i a . 

(T r . ) OhJ p lucker of f lowers ( e v i d e n t l y 

r e f e r r i n g to t h e fore ign r u l e r s ) . You hav e not l e f t 

t r a c e of the l e a v e s even. By your good luck , t h e 

gardens are engaged in warring with eruch o t h e r . (Th i s 

ev iden t ly r e f e r s to Hindu-.'uslira q u a r r e l * ) . Then come 

the fol lowing v >rseQ:-

( T r . ) Oh! f o o l , t h i n k of /o ur country; 

mis for tune ia about to over take i t , aa t h e r e a r e 

c o n s u l t a t i o n s in heavens to rain i t . See what i s happ-

en ing and ..hat i ibout to happen. What i s t he use of 

r epea t ing o ld 3 t o r i e s ? 

OhJ Indian*, i f you wont awaken in t ime, you 

w i l l be effaced, and t h e r e wi l l be no mention of you 

ev«n in s t o r i e s . 

In a c o l l e c t i o n of Dr. I q b a l ' s Urdu poe t ry 

j u s t pub l i shed a t Lahore, h i s poems a r e d iv ided in to 

t h r e e p e r i o d s . The f i r s t ends wi th 1905. A n t h e poems 
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b r e a t h i n g t h e l o v e of c o u n t r y and Hmdu-Miah ârnra aden 

u n i t y b e l o n g s t o t h i s p e r i o d , T^e s econd ends w i t h 

1 9 0 8 . T h Q t h i r d b e g i n s w i t h 1 9 0 8 . I t it* r e m a r k a b l e t h a t 

a l l t h e poems c i t e d by mo be long t o t h e 1 s t p e r i o d . The 

f i r s t and t h e - s e c o n d p e r i o d s a r e OompajfatiYely f r e e 

from S e c t a r i a n i s m . The t h i r d p - r iod i s f u l l of s e c t a r i a n 

r el i g i o n i s m . 

PAN-ISLAMIC POETRY 
* 

Compare t h e s e gems of Updu l i t e r a t u r e and 

I n d i a n N a t i o n a l i s m w i t h l i t e r son.^s i n t h e d a y s of 

Pan Is iara ism which b e g i n w i t h t h e v r s e : -

( T r ) - C h i n a and A r a b i a i s o u r s ( a n d so) i s 

I n d i a o u r s . We a r e Mus l ims , t h e w h o l e wor ld i s o u r 

n a t i v e l a n d . 

Tn a s t i l l l a ' e r poem o c c u r s t h e f o l l o w i n g : -

( T r . ) Our hen i s f r e e from t h e d u s t of 
* 

n a t i v e 1 and; 

Thour a r t t h e J o s e p h whom ev ry I g y p t i s 
* 

c a n a a n . 

I n a poem on p a t r i o t i s m o r a l o v e of c o t n t r y 

t h e p o e t s i n g s of i t s e v i l s and h i n t s t h a t t h e P r o p h e t 

cu t the r o o t s of t h e t r e e of p a t r i o t i s m . T h i s he h o l d s 

i s a n ew f a n g l e d weapon of modern p o w e r s . 

What a change! But 3Ten more r e m a r k a b l e a r e 

some of t h e f o i l - songs compo ed d u r i n g t h e b ?st d^ys of 

t h e K h i l a f a t movement, wh ich h a v e be sn sung and a r e 

s t i l l b e i n g sung by t h e m a s s e s of Mus l ims i n t h e P u n j a b . 

L e t t h e r e a d e r imag ine what an a t t i t u d e of 

mind must h a v ^produced in t h e minds of t h e y o u n g e r 

g e n e r a t i o n of Musalmans by w r i t i n g s and songs l i k e 

t h e s e * 

D r . Muhammad I q b a l i s no o r d i n a r y v e r s i f i e r . 

He i s an a c c o m p l i s h e d s c h o l a r and a po*«t of t h e h i g h e s t 

o r d e r who i s m a s t e r of s e v e r a l l a n g u a g e s . H i s w r i t ngs 
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a n d poems a r e t o be found in e v e r y e d u c a t e d M u s l i m ' s 

home, nay* e r e n i n m o s t c u l t u r e d H i n d u homes t o o . He 

h a s , by no m ana , been t h e s o l i t a r y p r o p o u n d e r o f t h e s e 

v i e w s . I h a v e s e l e c t e d him b a c k u s * , b e i n g an a d m l r e r j i 

of h i s , I h a v ^ b e e n a c o n s t a n t r e a d e r of h i s c o m p o s i t i o n s 

The T r i b u n e d a t e d Dec mber 1 1 . 1924» t> afte 2 . c o l . 1 . p a g e 7 

1INDU MJSLlM P3DBSLM - Y I I I 

( c) HIJEAT AND ITS CONSEQUENCES 

Add t t h i s t h e Ta twa of Ui emas * h a t I n d i a 

b e i n g a rtDar-ul-Harabw ( a p l a c e of war ) e v e r y good 

Muslim o u g h t t o l e a v i t and m i g r a t e t o a i s l im c o u n t r y . 

fle know b.r t h i s t i m e how t h e H i j r a t movement e n d e d ; how 

much money was w a s t e d *veV i t t h - r - ^ b ; ' . The h o s t corawen-

t a r : / ~>n i t was w i t n e s s e d by m e a t C o n s t a n t i n o p l e . On t h e 

3 r d o r 4 th day of my s t a y t h e r e , I met two young I n & i a n 

Musl ims w a l k i n g i n t h e s t r e e t . They a c c o s t e d me f i r s t , 

tfhen I a s k e d them how they f ^ r e d in C o n s t a n t i n o p l e , 

o n e of them b u r s t o u t a lmos t in t e a r s and s a i t h a t 5f 

h e e v e r r e t u r n e d t o I n d i a , he would l v e o u t a b i t of 

h i s mind t o t e l l h i s Muslim coun trym en how m i s c h i e v o u s 

w a s t h e t e a c h i n g t h sfc I n d i a w a s " D a r - u l - H a r a b " ( a p l a c e 

f war) and how f a l s e t h e id ^a t h a t t h e w h o l e w o r l d 

was t h e home of t h e M u s l i m s . T h a t boy was o n e of t h e 

M a h a j a r i n s of 1 9 2 1 . He had t r a v e l l e d a l l o v e r Muslim 

A s i a from A f g h a n i s t a n t h r o u g h T u r k ! s t a n t o R u s s i a and 

t h e n back to Angora and C o n s t a n t i n o p l e . H i s e x p e r i e n c e 

wan so b i t t e r and h i s c o ' . ^ i t i o n was s o p i t i a b i e t h a t h e 

d e n o u n c e d P a n - I s l orolsm i n r a l h e r s t r o n g t e r m s . T h a t was 

w h a t I l e a r n e d from o t h e r I n d i a n M u s l i m s a l s o , whom I 

met in Tu rk ay and E g y p t , and t h i s i s n a t u r a l e n o u g h . A 

B e n g a l i Musl im i n Egypt d e n o u n c e d t h e K h i l a f a t movement 

in such S t r o n g t e r m s t h a t I c a n n o t r e p r o d u c e h i s 

l a n g u a g e . -Blood i s t h i r k e r t h a n w a t e r , a s t h e y s a y . No 



p a r t of t h e Muslim wor ld excep t Egypt i s e x c e s s i v e l y 

r i c h and p r o s p e r o u s . Everywhere t h e Governmen t s h a v e to 

l o o k a f t e r t h e i r p e o p l e an t h e l a t t e r hgore t o eke 

o u t t h e i r means of s u b s i s t e n c e . How can t h e y be e x p e c t e d 

to p r o v i d e f o r f o r e i g n e r s even tho tgh t h e l a t t e r a r e 

Muslims? The Amir of Kabul was p e r f e c t l y j u s t i f i e d in 

a 3 k i g g t h e * ' a h a j r a i n to l e a v e h i s c o u n t r y . L a t e r on h e 

was f o r c e d , p e r L a p s , f o r d i p l o m a t i c r e a s o n s , t o a s k 

some p r o f e s s H y a n t i - B r i t i s h Musl ims to l e a v e h i s 

t e r r i t o r i e s * S i m i l a r l y i t i s i d l e to e x p e c t t h e T u r k s 

t o h e l p t h e I n d i a n Muslim M a h a j r l n when t h e r e i s so much 

p o v e r t y in t h e i r own l a n d . 

(D) PAS-ISLAI4ISM IN TURKEY AND EGYPT 

The f a c t i s t h a t my v i s i t t o T u r k e y , A s i a 

M i n o r , S y r i a , P a l e s t i n e and E g y p t , h a s c o m p l e t e l y d i e -

i l u s i o n e d me a b o u t P a n - I s i amism. I found i t n o w h e r e . 

Every c o u n t r y i s busy w i t h i t s own home p r o b l e m s and 

t h e y a r e s u f i c i e n t l y c o m p l i c a t e d and t r o u b l e s o m e t o keep 

them engaged a l l t h e t i m e . T u r k e y i s s u f f e r i n g from t h e 

a f t e r - e f f e c t s of a d e v a s t a t i n g w a r . The war h a s denuded 

t h e c o u n t r y of a g r e a t numoer of i t s m a l e work ng h a n d s , 

and t h is i s one of t h e r e a s o n s t h a t h a v e f o r c e d t h e i r 

h a n d s to a b o l i s h t h e Pu rdah sys tem and t r u s t t o t h e i r 

womenhood t o p r o d u c e food f o r t h e . The p r o b l e m of 

e x p a t r i a t i n g C h r i s t i a n s from Tu^k^y and r e c e i v i n g t h e 

Musl ims in e x c h a n g e from G r e e c e i s a h u g * p r o b l e m on 

t h e i r h a n d s . The p r o b l e m of s a f e g u a r d i n g a g a i n s t i n t e r n a l 

e n e m i e s ( G r e e k s , Armen ians and J ews e t c . ) i s s u f f i c i e n t l y 

s e r i o u s . I n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l f e a r s compel them t o keep 

an e f f i c e n t array e q u i p p e d on o u p t o d a t e l i n e a . A l l t h i s 

means a g r e a t f i n a n c i a l s t r a i n . Over and above t h i s , 

t h e y a r e n t q u i t e u n i t e d among t h 3113 s iv e s . As in o t h e r 

c o u n t r i e s 30 i n T u r k e y , t h e r e ar 9 p a r t i e s who t h i n k 



d i f f e r e n t l y in p o l i t i c s . The a b o l i t i o n of t h e K h i l a -

f a t and t h e e x p u l s i o n of t h e K h a l i f a and o t h e r members 

o f t h e r o y a l f a m i l y waa a d e s p e r a t e st«>p which t h e y h i d 

t o t a k e in t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e p r e s e n t c o n s t i t u t i o n . 

They a r e m o j c i n g a moat n o b l e e f f o r t t o c o n s o l i d a t e t h e i r 

p o w e r , to re form t h e i r a d m i n i s t r a t i o n *nd t o r a i s e t e i r 

c o u n t r y t o a f i r s t c l a s s p o s i t i o n l n t h e C o u n c i l s of 

E u r o p e . 

(PaS e 7 co l .4) 

CONDIT (ON OF TU3KJT 

Under t h e c i r c u m s t a n c a s even t h - se who do 

n o t s e e eye t o eye wi th t h e M u s t a f a Kamal and h i s p a r t y 

i n m a t t e r s r a L i g i o u s and p o l i t i c a l nnd who r e s e n t e d t h e 

a b o l i t i o n of t h e K h i l a f a t , a r e o p p o s e d , o u t of p a t r i o t i c 

m o t i v e s , t o t h e r e o p e n i n g of t h e q u e s t i o n , a t l e a s t f o r 

some t ime to come. From my s t u d y of t h e c o n d i t i o n s i n 

T u r k e y ( s h o r t an<J c u r s o r y a s i t was) I cou ld o n l y con

c l u d e t h a t from f i r s t t o 1 s t t h e T u r k s were i n t e n s e 

n a t i o n a l i s t s . k\ t h ^ p r e s e n t moment t h e i r o n l y c o n c e r n 

i s t h e i r c o u n t r y T7h ich theywan t to j r r a s ^ r v e , manage 

%n& r u l e in t h e i n t e r e s t s of t h e T n r k s . The T u r k s 3earned 

to me to be a n o b l e p o p p l e , c l «an i n t h e i r a p p e a r a n c e 

a n o c l e a n in t h e i r d e a l i n g s w i t h o t h e r s . T ^ ^ i r d r e s s 

\n<l t h e i r manner > f l i v i n g i s a l m o s t w h o l l y European 

e x c e p t t h a t t h e men w e a r t h e f e i . About t h e i r r e l i g i o n , 

i n d e e d , I know n o t h i n g , bu t any one who h a s h i s e y e s 

o p e n , can r e a d t h e w r i t i n g o n t h e w a l l . T h e r e d o e s n o t 

a p p e a r so b e much of r e l i g i o n i s m i n T u r k e y . They h a v i 

a b o l i s h e d p u r d a h . I saw l a d y cl ^xks working i n t h e 

Post, O f f i c e and o t h e r p u b l i c o f f i c e s w i t h o u t a v e i l . I 

saw t h o u s a n d s d r e s s e d In European d r e s s w i t h a T u r k i s h 

o v e r - m a n t l e , g o i n g a b o u t in p u b l i c s t r e e t s , and w a l k i n g 

In t t u b l i c g a r d e n s w i t h o u t any v e i l . To me t h e i r d r » n 



- 45 -

seemed p e r f e c t l y d e c e n t , wh ich combined i n a moat 

a p p r o p r i a t e manner t h e f a s h i o n s of t h e Eas t and Wast 

HO ORTHODOX! 

The T u r k s h a v e i s s u e d s t r i c t r e g u l a t i o n s 

which aim a t r e s t r i c t i n g polygamy t o a v a r y l a r g e e x t e n t , 

I f not a b o l i s h i n g i t a l t o g e t h e r . I saw moat d r a s t i c 

r e g u l a t i o n s b e i n g e n f o r c e d a g i i n s t t h e u s e of any b u t 

t h e T u r k i s h l a n g u a g e . T h e r e a r e a l s o v e r y s t r i c t r u l e s , 

s u b j e c t to e x s a p t i o n a , a ^ a l n at e n l i s t i n g n o n - T u r k s i n 

thA army. I o b s e r v e d nop r a j u d i c e a g a i n s t m u s i c , e i t h e r 

v o c a l o r l n s t r u m e n t a l . Ev n d a n c i n g i s i n d u l g e d i n h i g h e r 

c i r c l e s . I wa1 s o r r y to s e e r a t h e r a g e n e r a l u s e of w i n e . 

I n s h o r t I *aw n o t h i n g , e i t h e r in C o n s t a n t i 

n o p l e o r i n t h e o t h e r towns of A a i a Minor wh ich c o u l d 

show t h e T u r k s were i n any s e n s e of t h « term more 

r e l i g i o u s t h ^ n t h e r e s t of t h e n a t i v e s of E u r o p e . E v e r y 

w h e r e I saw s i g n s of sociaL and n a t i o n a l d i s t i n c t i o n s 

and p r e f e r m e n t s . My i m p r e s s i o n s were c o n f i r m e d by t h e 

l a d Ian Muslim r e s i d e n t s of C o n s t a n t i n o p l e who met me. I 

Was a g r e e a b l y s u r p r i s e d to f i n d t h a t i n t h e A l a z h o r 

U n i v e r s i t y t h e q u a r t e r s r e s e r v e d f o r t h e r e s i d e n c e of 

I n d i a n s t u d e n t s were c a l l e d Rawaq-1-Hanud ( I . e . a 

B o a r d i n g Ho"*e f o r H i n d u s . ) 

SYRIA AND PAL STINE 

In S y r i a and P a l e s t i n e a l s o t h e p r o b l e m which 

a b s o r b s t h e Muslim community i s how to r e g a i n o r m a i n t a i n 

t h e i r f r e e d o m . In P a l e s t i n e t h e M-a*l-ms a r e in an o v e r 

whelming m a j o r i t y ov r t h e J e * s . C h r i s t i a n Europe i s 

c r e a t i n g a s t r o n g and w a i l p r o t e c t e d U l s t e r i n P a l e s t i n e , 

which l e a v e s a l m o s t no h o p e of t h e Mus l ims e v e r r e g a i n -

ing t h M . r l o s t p o s i t i o n of s u p r e m a c y . E v e r y w h e r e one 

s e e s w e l l - b u i l t and w e l l - e q u i p p e d c o l o n i e s of J e w s 

s p r i n g i n g up w i t h t h e i r own h i g h l y e f f i c i e n t e d u c a t i o n a l 

and p h l l a n t h r o p h i c i n s t i t u t i o n s and w i t h t h e i r e q u a l l y 
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e f f i c i e n t i n d u s t r i a l c o n c e r n s . They a r e f a s t b u y i n g l a n d s 

of Muslims and C h r i s t i a n s . Money i s p o u r i n g i n from 

Amer ica and Europe* The o n l y " d i s c o n c e r t ! ng" f e a t u r e 

i s t h a t I t i s o n l y t h e p o o r e r c l a s s o f t h e Jews and t h e 

o p p r e s s e d members of t h e r a c e t h a t a r e e m i g r a t i n g t o 

P a l psti^.e f o r p e r m a n e n t s e t t l e m e n t . I n S y r i a t h e C h r i s 

t i a n s form a v e r y i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . In 

n e i t h e r c o u n t r i e s i s t h e r e any communal r i v a l r y c r 

j e a l o u s y be tween t h e Musl ims and t h e C h r i s t i a n s . 

I ara a f r a i d I n d i a n Musl ims a r e more P a n - I s l s x n i 

and excl u e l v e t h a n t h e Musl ims of a n y o t h e r c o u n t r y on 

t h e f a c e of t h e g l o b e , and t h a t f a c t a l o ' . 3 makes t h e 

c r e a t i o n of a u n i t e d I n d i a more d i f f i c u l t t h a n wo u ld 

o t h e r w i s e be t h e c a s e . I am i n c l i n e d t o t h i n k t h a t i n 

t h i s r e s p e c t , a t l e a s t , Sj r Syed1 s p o l i c y was s o u n d e r 

t h a n t h a t of t h e K h i l a f a t . H e d i d n o t ace pt t h e S u l t a n 

of T u r k e y a s a K h a l i f a and h9 was o p p o s e d to t h e Musl ims 

of I n d i a d o v o t i n g much a t t e n t i o n t o t h e a f f a i r s of 

Turkey o r o t h e r Muslim c o u n t r i e s . 

The T r t h u n e d >j*ad December 1 3 . 1 9 2 4 . T>age 3 . 7 , c o l s . 1 . 7 

HINDU MUSLIM PROBELM - I I 

(By L a l a L a j p a t R a i ) 

What I h a v e s a i d a b o u t P a n - I s i a m i s m and t h e 

e x c e s s of Commun*lism among t h e Mussa lmans f s h o u l d n o t be 

u n d e r s t o o d to imply t h a t t h e Hindus on t h e i r s i d e hav > 

b e e n q u i t e i n a c t i v e and i n n o c e n t . One t h i n g , o f c o u r s e , 

I s p a t e n t . Hindus can n o t be a n y t h i n g b u t I n d i a n s . They 

h a v e no o t h e r c o u n t r y and no o t h e r n a t i o n t o l o o k t o . 

They c a n n o t , t h e r e f o r e , be a c c u s e d of any k i n d of P a n -

H.nduTsm, i n t h e s e n s e i n which t h a t t e rm I s u s e d i n 

r e l a t i o n t o I s l a m . Hindu i sm and Indidmism a r e , I n t h e i r 

c a s e , synonymous t e r m s . 

HINDU REVIVALISTS1 AG CS ESS IVI ATTITUDE 

B^t i n t h e i r own way, H^n^11 r e v i v a l i s t s h a v e 
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l e f t n o t h i n g undone to c r e a t e a s t r i c t l y e x c l u s i v e and 

a g g r e s s i v e communal f o o l i n g . E % r ly i n t h e e i g h t i e s of 

t h e l a s t c e n t u r y some of t h e H indu r e l i g i o u s l o a d e r s 

cams t o t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t Hinduism *s doomed u n l e s s 

i t a d o p t e d t h e a g g r e s s i v * f e a t u r e s of M i l i t a n t I s l am 

and M i l i t a n t C h r i s t i a n i t y . The Arya S a m a j i s a k i n d of 

M i l i t a n t H indu i sm. But t h e U u »»« *7 »° means c o n f i n e d 

t o t h e Arya S a m a j . S*&ni Vivekanar .d and h i s g i f t e d , 

d i e c i p l e S i s t e r Hi Y e d i t a , among o t h e r s , were of t h e 

s*jae mind . The a r t i c l e which she? w r o t e on a g s r e s e i v e 

Hinduism a r e t h € c l e i r - s t e v i d e n c e of t h a t m e n t a l i t y . 

FOUNDERS OF THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 

I t mus t h e r m e m b e r e d i n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n t h a t 

w e s t e r n k n o w l e d g e , w e s t e r n t h o u g h t and w e s t e r n m e n t a l i t y 

t o o k h o l d of t h e Hindu mind a t a v e r y e a r l y p e r i o d of 

B r i t i s h r u l e . The Brahmo S a
m *j w * d t h e f i r s t p r o d u c t 

o f i t . I n t h e e a r l y s i x t i e s t h e Brahmo S amaj was a non-

Hjndu body, and u n d e r i t s i n f l u e n c e H i n d u s c h o l a r s , 

t h i n k e r s and s t u d a n t s were "becoming SOUKS c o s m o p o l i t a n s . 
• 

Some became C h r i s t i a n s , o t h e - s took to a theism and 

became completely w e s t e r n i s e d . Thus a wave of i n d i f f e 

ren t ism about Hinduism spread over the coun t ry , The Arya 

Samaj movement and a g g r e s s i v e Hinduism was a r e a c t i o n 

a g a i n s t t h a t nn-Hinduism and ind If f e ren t ism • M0st of t h e 

e a r l y Hindu l e a d e r s of t h e Indian Na t iona l Congress 
# 

were i t h i s s ense non-Hindus.Wha t d id Mr. S.N0 Baner j ea 

o r L&1 Mohan Ghosh o r Ananda M0han Bose ca re for Htn-

duism? Even Makadeo Govind l*aade was hut an i n d i f f e r e n t 

Hindu. G.K.Gokhale was not a H^ndu a t a l l * I w i l l not 

mention o t h o r nam as. ,J?hus the p o l i t i c a l n a t i o n a l i s t 

movement of I n & i a was "brought i n to e x i s t e n c e hy h5gh-

minded Englishmen, e n l i g h t e n e d and high-minded sons of 

Hindus )many of whom i n t h e i r o*n m e n t a l i t y were e i t h e r 

non-Hindu3 or hut i n d i f f e r e n t Hindus) and a few enl igh-
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e n l i g h t e n e d and highminded Muslims* Born under these 

a u s p i c e s , i t was bound to he a movemant of pu re freedom. 

Pure freedom raak a* no d i s t i n c t i o n of r a c e or r e l i g i o n . As 

a ch i ld of the j o i n t d e l i b e r a t i o n s of Dufforin andHume» 

i t was, however, more a "Safety v a l v V than a movement 

of puro freedom. I t wad h a r d l y t h r e e y e a r s old when i t s 

God- fa the r , t he Ma«'nu*s of Buf fe r in , changed h i 3 mind and 

dec ided to s t r ang le i t . The b e s t way to s t r a n g l e i t , 

h e t hough t , was to rob i t of i t s n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r and 

to r a i s e t h e r e l i g i o u s and denominat 3o na l bogey. The l a -

t t e r proved to be a Himalayan g l a c i e r , under whose 

weight i t was bound e i t h e r to p e r i s h or to be cracked so 

badly aa t o remain mangled a l l i to l i f e . 

Page 7 , c o l . 4 . 

SIR SIED'S OPPOSITION 

That Himalayan g l a c i e r was the l a t e S i r 

Syed1 s o p p o s i t i o n to t h e Congress on denominat ional 

g rounds . I do not mean to say t h a t S i r S y e d ' s f e a r s 
* 

* 

about b i s community were absolutely b a s e l e s s , but t h e c ry 

which he r a i s e d was p r a c t i c a l y t h e d e a t h - k n e l l of 

Ind ian n a t i o n a l i s m a t t he t ime . S i r Syed1 s a t t i t u d e 

towards t h e Ind ian Na t iona l Congress was i n f l u e n c e d by 

t h e fo l lowing c o n s i d e r a t i o n s t -

( a ) That in I n d i i the Hindus were i n a 

major i t / 9 and if a form of democra t i c Government t/as 

a ccep t ed a s the p o l i t i c a l goal of I n d i a , t h e Muslims 

were bound to be i n a m i n o r i t y . 
(b) That ft h# Hindus w are both economica l ly 

and e d u c a t i o n a l l y more advanced than t h e Muslims, and 

would monopolism much of Government i n f luence f o r a 
* 

long time t o come. 

( c) Th&t a Hindu R a j might p o s s i b l y m *an t h e 

dea th of Islam i n I n d i a , o r a t l e a s t a p o s i t i o n of s u b -

s e r v i e n c e f o r i t . 
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I a.^ Inc l ined to t b : r k t h a t he d id not 

bn l i eve in the p o s s i b i l i t y of another Mue^alman domination 

i n Ind ia e i t he r with or without the he lp of f o r e i g n 

Militia s t a t e s and he, t h e r e f o r e , favoured the idea of 

p e r p e t u a l B r i t i s h r u l e in t h i s coun t ry . 

Th<* foui^r-rs of the Indian Nat iona l Congre r^ 

on the oth 3* handf wore a b s o l u t e l y honest and s i n c e r e 

n t i o n a i l s t s , Thay did not j n t e r t * i n any anti-Muslim 

i n t e n t i o n s , h i t they knew t h i t na t iona l i sm co^ild take n oo 
* 

n o t l c f d e n o n l n a t i o n i a m . S i r S y e d ' s o p p o s i t i o n , h o w e v e r 

f o r c e d thoan t o t a k e eoms no t i c s of i t . I t was hy no 

c o n - p i r a c y a g a i n s t t h e Musl ims t h a t t h e Hindus of t h a t 

p e r i o d came t o occupy a l a r g e number and p r o p o r t i o n of 

h i g h e r Gov- 'nment o f f ! cos than t h e i r Muslim f e l l o w -

counr rymen , and were more p r o m i n e n t and i n f l u e n t i a l in 

t h e p u b l c l i f e o f t h e c o u n t r y , Sha f t t h e r e f o r e , r e f u s e d 

t o a c c e p t c.?mmxm *1 r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o r t h e f i x i n g of a 

pro p o r t i »n i n s e r v i c e s -and<?r t h e Go v^rnm en t f o r eaoh 

communi ty . T^e s t r u g g l e c o n t i n u e d f o r a l o n g t i m e , u n t i l 

t h e C o n g r e s s s u r r e n d e r e d on the f i r s t p o i n t , t h o u g h s t i l l 

r e f u s i n g to r e c o g n i s e t h e s e c o n d . 

SUPHKMACI OF RBLWIOH OV BR STATE 

F rom a p u r e l y communal p o i n t of v i e w , S i r 

Syed was r i g h t . From a n a t i o n a l p o i n t of v i ew h i s demand 

was f a t a l . The h i s t o r y of t h e s e v e r a l European c o u n t r i e s 

shows t h a t they had a l l t o f a c e a s i m i l a r s i t u a t i o n 

some t i m e o r o t h e r i n t - e p r o c e s s of n a t i o n a l e v o l u t i o n . 

What h e l p e d them t o become n a t i ml * a s a d e c i s i v e r e f u s a l 

t o g i v e i n t o t h e c l a i m s of r e l i g i o n . As a f u n d a m e n t a l 

p r i n c i p l e of t h e i r p o l i t y , thsgr r e a o ; n i s#d t h e sup remacy 

of S t a t e e v e r r e l i g i o n , and g r a d u a l l y removed a l l r e l i -

g i o u s d i s t i n c t i o n s so f a r a a t h e y a f f e c t e d t h e c o n s t l -

t u t i o n of t h e ? t a t e i n c l u d i n g S e r v i c e s u n d e r t h e S t a t e . 
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In I n d i a we have a d o p t e d a d i f f e r e n t , i n f a c t t h e 

o p p e e i t e , c o u r s e , ^he a c c e p t a n c e of t h e p r i l n c i p l e of 

communal r e p r e s e n t a t i o n was a c o n c e s s i o n t o r e l i g i o n and 

i s t h e n e g a t i o n of n a t i o n a l i s m , S h e supremacy of r e l i g i o n 

OTe* S t a t e h a s t h u 3 been e n t h r o n e d . Most Muslim l e a d e r s 

o p e n l y Say t h a t t h e y a r e Musi ra& f i r s t and I n d i a n s 

a f t e r w a r d s , t hough i n 1915 Mr. ttazhar-ui-^aq s a i d from 

h i s p l a c e a s P r e s i d e n t of th»» Muslim League t h a t he was 

I n d i a n from f i r s t t o l a s t . No one can be a t r u e N a t i o n a l i 

e t wbo i s n o t an I n d i a n from f i r so t o l a s t . Ho may be an 

I n d i a n H i n d u o r an I n d i a n Musaalman, bu t he muat be an 

I n d i a n a l l t h e t i m e . A man who » v 3 h e i s p r e p a r e d t o 

s a c r i f i c e t h e f reedom ot If tdia f o r t h e f reedom of 

" J a z i r a t - u l - A r a b » can n o t be an I n d i a n N a t i o n a l i s t . 

CO. UNAL PROBLEM W THE P IK JAB 

L e a d e r s on "both a i d e s a r e e m p h a t i c t h a t t h e 

p r e s e n t t e n s i o n be tween t h e tw 0 c o m m u n i t i e s i s p o l i t i c a l 
* 

and not religious. !n3lims contend that the insuffi-

ciency &n& the unfairness of the Lucknow Pact are res-

ponsible fo i t . H ndus maintain that communal repre-

sentation itself i <* at the bottom of the present trouble. 

B0fch are right In their own w^y. Whether the Lucknow 

Pact is unjust or unfair, i t is certainly responsible for 

the Muslim demand for i ts extension to local bodies, 

Government services and the Educational insti tutions. 

People outside the Punjab have no idea to what extent 
• 

thn principle of communal representation has been or is 

being pushed in the Punjab. Practically all social re

lations between Hindus and Muhammadans, and Sikhs and no n 
sikhs hav ••« ceased. All three communities hav s their 

separate clubs, separate organiz tions and separate 

colleges. 51v * in sporting clubs or social functions 

al l three communities insist 01 communal representation. 
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In my j u d g m e n t t h e t r o u b l e l a bo th r e l i g i o u s and p o l i t i c s ! 

I am c e r t a i n t h a i r e l i g i o n i a ba lng u s e d f o r p o l i t i c a l 

p u r p o s e s , "but I a s a l s o e o r t a l n t h a t ther** i s a c e r t a i n 

amount of g e n u i n e r e l i g i o u s e l emen t in t . 

SIR U, HAILBY1 S DESCRIPTION 

2 h e v ^ r y da^ when I w r o t e t h e a b o v e , S 5 r U. 

H ^ H e y , Govevnor of t h e P u n j a b , made a speech i n t h e 

P u n j a b L e g i i ' l ^ulv«* Counc i l which c o n t a i n e d t h e f o l l o w i n g 

ob s r v & t i o n a "which seem t o me t o be an a b s o l u t e l y c o r r e c t 

d e s c r i p t i o n of t h e s i t M t i >n. 

»WQ h a v e . . a pnDblem f a r mor^ d i f f i c u l t 

t h a n thosfl I h a v e d e s c r i b e d , b e c a u s e i t d e a l s w i t h elernen 

- t s 1*33 t a n g i b l e and f a c t o r s l e s 9 s u s c e p t i b l e of d i r e c t 

a p p r o a c h o r c o n t r o l , w* h s v ? to f i n d some remedy f o r 

t h e t o x i n of in te rcomrounal d i s s e n s i o n which t o d a y I s 

v i t i a t i n g o u r p u b l i c and p e r h a p s o u r s o c i a l l i f e . L e t 

me be somewhat more p r e c i s e h e r e and u s e such f r a n k n e s s 

a s i s pes .>ibi<* i n o n e whose h e a r t f e l t d e s i r e i s t o a l i a / 

n d n o t fco p ro voice d i s c o r d . My r a f a r e n c e i s n o t m a i n l y 

t o communal r i o t i n g o r open d l s b r u b i a c e . T h e r e h aa been 

s u c h i n t h e pa . s t , b u t t h e p r o v i n c e must t a k e c r e d i t f o r 

t h e f a c t t h a t i t h a s of l a t e e s c a p e d open v i o l e n c e which 

h a s been e x h i b i t e d in t h e to raa of some of o u r n e i g h 

b o u r i n g p r o v l a c e s . D i s a s t r o u s aa open d i s t u r b a n c e ma/ b e , 

in e t e r a A a r e i t s ef f a c t a i n p r o l o n g i n g t h e a l i e n a t i o n 

of r i v a l coinmun i t i * 3 , i t I s n o t uhe whole o f t h e p r b l em, 

p e r h a p s n o t even i t * g r a v e s t f e a t u r e . My r e f e r e n c e i a 

r a t h e r t o t h e f a c t t h a t In ev r y s T h e r e of l i f e and a c t i 

v i t y , i n s o c i a l mat* e r e , In almos x> ev <».ry q u e s t i o n of 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , in t h e management of l o c a l a f f a i r s , in 

t h e c u r r e n t d i scusgJ .on of q u e s t i o n s of l aw and j u s t i c e , 
• 

t h e communal q u e s t i o n i n t e r v e n e s . " 

Of co "or ** e I do n o t a d m i - , f o r a moment t h a t 
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t h e Government and i t s o f f i c i a l s h*»ve b3*n o r a r e so 

I n n o c e n t i n t h a m a t t e r a s S j r M. H a l l o y would h a v us 

\>el l^V/3. I n my hun .-la judgment t e e c o r un- . l s i t u a t i o n i n 

t l Futijy.b, muchof i t &t !• tit, 1 B c f th 9 n&klng of t h e 

Gove rnmen t . T h i s , h o w e v e r , i s a cliff r e n t m a t t e r . 

The T r i b u n e d a t e d LftCembef 1 3 , 1934 , . p a ' M 2 L 7 

(By L * l a L a j p a t R a i ) 

The a g g r e i s i v e Hindu i sm p r e a c h e d "by t h e Arya 

Sam sj tfas n o t p o l i t i c a l i n i*« c o n c e p t i o n . T h a t i t h a s 

be^n s t r e n g t h e n e d by p o l i t i c a l con i i d o r a t i o ns can n o t , 

h o w t ^ o r , ho d e n i e d . 

SHUDDHI 

T h i s i s an a p r o p r i a * t p i act* f o r e x a m i n i n g 

t h e o r i g i n a . n d b e a r i n g s of t h e S h u d d h i movement of w h i c h 

we h a v e h e a r d So much o f 1 a t . The mov»m.*nt i s an o l d 

a s t h e Arya S ^raaj o r r-Tin t h e S ikh r e l i g i o n . The A r 7 * 

SamaJ ol oim3 t h a t tha r e l i g i o n p r e a c h e d toy i t i s un i -

v e r s a l r e l ig ion , and a i m s a t b r i n in?; t he whole w o r l d 

u n d e r i t s b a n n e r . In t h i s r s p e c t i t s c l a i m s a r e a s 

a m b i t i o u s and wide a s t h o s e of C h r i s t a i n i t y and I s l a m . 

T h e r was a t i m e when t h e raora, o r t h o d i x s e c t i o n of t h 9 
# 

A rya S^maj used to proc la im from t h e house tops t h a t 

they were non-H Lndus; and t h a t t h e y wer> f r e e to ea t and 

drin ,ji and marry with non-Hindus; and t h a t evon Hindus 

sho Id undergo a c e r t a i n amount of Shuddhi be fo re they 

co uLd be a d n i t ied i n to t h* Ar7* Samaf1.The o t h ^ r sec t ion 

which was b e l i e vod to be more p o l i t i c a l l y minded, was 

opt>oserl- to a l l t h ^ s e c la ims o- t h e i.ahatma p a r t y of which 

Sw*mi Shara^hananad ( then ^ a l a Liunshi Ram) wis t h e h s a d . 

Shuddhi with t h e l a t t e r was ptn&ely the r i t u a l of 

convers ion , i . e . admiss ion in to t h e i r Church, I t had no 

p o l i t i c a l sigftifica^Mhfefanoe * h a t s o o v e r . ffor a t ime , 



L a l a Munshi Ram's p a r t y m a i n t a i n e d t h i s a t t i t u d e , and 

some of thera a t t e m p t e d to pu t i n t o p r a c t i c e what they 

b e l i e v e d in t h e o r y . I t wig then t h a t t h e now famous 

Dharrapal was m&do a h e r o . Soon a f t e r , h o w e r e r , t h e y found 

t h a t by i n s i s t i n g on h i e l d o a and p u t t i n g i t i n t o 

p r a c t i c e t h e y were bound to l o s e t h e p r a c t i c a l sympathy 

of t he Hindu community. Th i s they could no t a f f o r d to 

do a? i t wai t h e g e n e r a l Hindu community t h a t g r e a s e d 

t h e v a r i o u s m i l l s t h e y were r u n n i n g . So b e t t e r c o u n s e l s 

p r e v a i l e d and t hey changed t h e i r a t t i t u d e . 

t I MAL USA ftUlSTIOH 

I know I t i s a f a o t however (%l I wa3 an 

a c t i v e member of t h e Ar>a S^msJ t h e n ) t h a t s e r i o u s 

e f f o r t s were made even then to fcring t h e al i k a n a and 

o t h e r Raj o u t s of t h e U n i t e d P r o v i n c e s and R a j p u t a n a i n t o 

t h e f o l d of t h e Arya Sgjnaj. Some w r> a c t u a l l y *o b r o u g h t 

a t A l i g a r h and in t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g d i s t r i c t s . The 

Malkanas , how>ver t d i d no t want t o ba AryaS* ; what t h e y 

d e s i r e d was t o ha r e - a d r a i t ced i n t o t h e i r own c a s t s ; and 

b r o - h e r h o o d on eqMel i rms . To t h i s t he o r t h o d o x R a j p u t s 

wou d not a g r e e . So t h e m u t t e r r emained i n s u s p e n s e f o r 

a number of y e a r s g u n t i l t h e o r t h o d o x R a J p u t s c o n e » n t e d 

t o t • rTt them in* What w a s a t t h e back of t h e l a t t e r ' s 

mind i n t h i s ehenge of a t t l t t A e , i s a l s o c l e a r . I t was 

t h e communal demands of t h e Muslim community, t h e p o l i c y 

of Mian f a s l l H us s a i n and t h e Mult an r i o t s which 

c r e a t e d t h e a c c e s s a r y a t m o s p h e r e . The p r i n c i p l e of Shu-

ddh l h a s now been a o c e p t e d by t h H.ndu &aha Sabha , and 

I am fre«3 to c o n f e s s t h a t t h e I d e a a t t h e baolc of t h i s 

d e c i s i o n i s p a r t l y p o l i t i c a l , p a r t l y communal and p a r t l y 

h u m a n i t a r i a n , t h e l a t t e r e l eaten t b e i n g more i n e v i d e n c e 

i n t h e shuddhl of t h a u n t o u c h a b l e s . 
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( f a g 3 7 ) c o n t i n u e d from p a g e 2 of t > T r i b u n e 

A E32W CHAPTT 

I t ^ " > t I t mu.it b> c n ^ o s i o d , o n l y n a t u r a l 

t h a t t h e Mn*ll?i3 sho I d b': e x a s p e r a t e d a t t h i s change in 

t h e a t t i t a d s of th** o r t h o d o x H i n d u s , b^causA t h e ch ang a 

^ • n « ou t a,i a n t l r e l y new c h a p t e r in I n d i a n h i s t o r y . The 

q u e s t i o n r a i s ^ l by t h e in^voment i s a fundamenta l one and 

a l t h o u g h o n e can u n d e r * t a n d <\n& a p p r e c i a t e tho Muslim 

po in t f v iew, one can ^e^4 no wa;r of * t o p p i n g t h e move-

meat a* l o n g as non-Hindu af: nc *s a r e f r e e to c a r r y on 

t h ^ i r p r o s i e t y s i n g foric# t h e n o v s a s n t hae com i t o s t a y 

*n& t h i s f a e t she , - id b« - h d l o s o ^ h l c Ally a c c e p t e d . T h a t i t 

h a s d i r r c t pol i t icalV#HJr!# b c a r l n g e can n t "be doni<*d and 

t * only v?..y to m i n i m i s - i"-s lro-ncrtanc* l a to An away 

w i t h communal r epros e n t a t i o n . For t h e p r e s e n t t h e d e o l * 

a l o n s a r r i v e d a t "by t h e Delhi Un i ty Confer r .oe ma "be 

aoc opted a* t h e f i n a l word in t h e m a t t e r * 

THjB :• AIT GATE All A D EA ZIM 

At t h i s s t a g e wo n i g h t d i s c u s s t h e S^ngathan 

and t h e Ton aim mov >xn-*nt t o o . The S^nghathan movement 

a l s o ( o r t o c a l l i t by i t s p r o p e r Bane , t he Hindu S»hha 

movement) r ? p r a e n t s an o l d i d s a. The o b j e c t w _s p r e -

Pent to the mind of t h e f o u n d e r of t h e Arya Sama,i. But 

t h e Samaj s i g n a l l y f a i l s * t o r c e l i - e i t &3 i t went on 

d e v e l o p i n g i t s s e c t a r i a n p r o e l l v l t l »s. I remember t h a t 

wh en I wn a s t ud it of t h e L ah or** do v e r s a en t Co l i e g e i n 

t h e e a r l y e i g h t ! *< a Hindu S a bh . wat* formed a t t h e 

h o u s e of J i H&rbana •• ;h of Shefchupura ^n L a h o r e , 

h a t pahh d ' id i n I t s i r f a n c y . f] l* t h e movp-rumt ??as 

r ev ived tow >rds t h =)nd of t h e l a s t c e n t u r y a t t h e 

hous * of tl e 1**3 Ef B. L a i Gha&d r u t l ^ f e i n t o i t . But 

somehow ty* *h , t h e movement n>v took r o o t . I t h *s 

Lone no go I t o t h * Hfdu community an a w h o l e . I t h a * 

http://mu.it
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b e n e f i t e d I n d i v i d u a l members , b u t i t h a s done no good t o 

t h e Hindu community a s a who le . I t h is two f o r m ! -ab le 

r i v a l s ; on t h e p o l i t i c a l s i d e t h e I n d i a n N a t i o n a l Cong

r e s s , on t h e so c io r e l i g l o u s s i d e , t h e A r y a S amaj f i x e d 

be tween t h e s e two m i l l s t o n e s , i t was n e v « r a b l e t o l i f t 

I t s head s u f f i c i e n t l y h i g h t o be a s u c c e s s . The p r e s s i t 

movement i s a r e a c t i o n of t h e H^ndu-Muslim s i t u a t i o n . 

T h e r e i s n o t h i n g i n i t s a ims and o b j e c t s o r i t s con-

s t i t u t l o n t h a t need make i t a n t i - M u s l i m b u t t o be f r a n k , 

t h e f a c t t h a t I t i s a n t i - M u s l i m i s t h e o n l y t h i n g t h a t 

k e e p s I t a l i v e . The K h i l a f a t Commit tees whichwere o r i g i 

n a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d t o s u p p o r t t h e K h i l a f a t a g i t a t i o n 

h a v « r e g u l a r l y and s y s t m a t i c a l l y c a r r i e d on a r e l i g i o u s 

p r o p a g a n d a to which i s d i r e c t l y t r a c e a b l e a p a r t , a t 

l e a s t , of t h e p r e s e n t b i t t e r n e s s be tween H i n d u s and 

M u s l i m s . At Coconada , i t was g i v e n o u t t h a t t h e K h i l a f a t 

Commit tee would be u s e d t o o r g a n i s e t h e I n d i a n M u s l i m s . 

Tan2im i s i t s a n o t h e r name. I t i s o b v i o u s l y a n t i f H l n d u . 

BOTH WELCOME 

P e r s o n a l l y , I wo vQ.d welcome b o t h t h e moveme? 

I . e . t h e S a n g a t h a n and t h e T a nzim If t h e y co tad u n i t e 

a l l t h e d i f f e r e n t s e c t i o n s of t h e H i n d u s i n t o one o r g 

n i z a t i o n l n ->ne c a s e ; a n d a l l t h e d i f f e r e n t s e c t i o n s < 

t h e Musl im, In t h e o t h e r » f o r t h e n I t would b e a Co 

r a t i v e l y e a s y t h i n g f o r t h e two main o r g a n i s a t i o n s 1 

come t o t e r m s w i t h each o t h e r . But t h e t * s k i a h o p e 

In my judgmen t t h e o n l y p u r p o s e which t h e two moveir 

a r e l i k e l y t o s e r v e i s t o i n c r e a s e t h e a l r e a d y e x i 

e s t r a n g e m e n t be tween th> two c o m m u n i t i e s . The Musi 

movement i s ncontaciKeitfcxs a l s o I n t e n d e d t o keep t h e 

I s l a m i c movement g o i n g . One can n o t helT) n o t i c i n g 

n o t i c i n g w i t h r e g r e t , t h a t wh 1 e t h e Musl ims do 

t h e i r p u r p o s e s f o r t h e r e l i e f of I n d i a n s u f f e r e r 

f a m i n e , f l o o d s , e a r t h q u a k e s , e t c . and t h a t w h l l 
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l i t t e l Muslim money i s spent to improve the educat ional 

and economic condi t ion of Hndian Muslim % thousands and 

lakhs are sent abroad under one name o r o the r . The 

phenomenon i s confined to India . 0ne f inds no evidence 

of i t ino ther Muslim na t ions 1 ke E^ypt t Tu rkey, Morrocco, 

Sudan, Syr ia , e t c . e t c . 

A8 f a r as i n t e r n a l o rgan iza t ion i s concerned, 
• 

both movements a r e bound t o f a l l . The canker of 

sec ta r ian ism i s as f a t a l in one ca e as in the o t h e r . 
t 

In the case of Sanghathan, the Area S^maj and 

t h t S^natan Dharma Sabha wi l l not allow i t to f l o u r i s h 

and succeed. They do not seem prepared to t r a n s f e r any 

of t h e i r func t ions o r inf luence to the Hindu Sabha. In 

the ca^e of T^nzim the d i f f e r en t Muslim s e c t s w i n not 

u n i t e to l e t i t be a success . Both the movements w i l l ; 

however, be much adver t i s ed though to keep a l i v a n t i -

Muslim f e e l i n g in one case and a n t i - H t n d u f e e l i n g in 

the o ther . 

i 

The T r i b u n e d a t e d DftOember 1 4 , 1 9 2 4 , P a g e 2 . c o l . 1 . p . 7 

HINDU MUSLIM PROBLEM XI 

(By L . L a j p a t Ra 1) 

SUGGESTED REMEDIES 

I have so f a r t o u c h e d t h e p a s t h i s t o r y c 

Hindu-Musl im r e l a t i o n s and g i v e n a p i c t u r e of how 

e r s s t a n d a t p r e s e n t . I w i l l now o f f e r a few obs< 

v a t l o n s on how t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n can b e lmpr 

I n t h e p o l i t l c a l f i e l d . 

I t I s s u g g e s t e d on b e h a l f of Muslim 

l e a d e r s t h a t -

( a ) Communal r e p r e s e n t a t i o n w i t h s e p a r a t e 

e l e c t o r a t e s in a l l t h e l e g i s l a t u r e s , l o c a l b o d i e s , U n i 

v e r s i t i e s and o t h e r o f f i c i a l o r s e m i - o f f i c i a l b o d i e s 

s h o u l d be p r o v i d e d . Mr. A . M . J i n n a h i s t h e l a t e s t 
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r e c r u i t to t h i s party , and I r e a l l y cannot understand 

how he c a l l s himself a N a t i o n a l i s t s t i l l . The euphe

mism that t h i s i s only t e n t a t i v e and that a time w i n 

come when the Muslims w i l l "be ready to g i v e up communal 

representa t ion , should d e c e i v e no one. Once you accept 

communal representat ion with separate e l e c t o r a t e s , there 

i s no chince of i t s being ever a b o l i s h e d , without a 

C i v i l War. A c i v i l war, w i l l again, a c t u a l l y mean the 

supremacy of one o f the communities over t h e o t h e r . 

This lends weight to the fear e n t e r t a i n e d by some Hindus 

that some at l e a s t , of the Muslim l e a d e r s are counting 

on the he lp of fore ign Mu3llm States to e s tab l ish Muslim 

rule throughout Hindustan. Whether t h i s f ear i s not w e l l -

founded, i t i s only natural that those who ent e r t a i n i t 

should oppos* communal representat ion with a l l the s t -

rength they can command. Their o p p o s i t i o n , however, can 

not be e f f e c t i v e s the Government seems determined to 
* 

adopt t h e i r course . Therein they s e e the b e s t guarantee 

of the permanence of the present Condi t ions . Communal 

representat ion with separate e l e c t o r a t e i s the most 

e f f e c t i v e reply to the demand for Swaraj, and the surest 

way of I n d i a never g e t t i n g i t . I have never been a b l e 

to appreci * e the menta l i ty of t h o s e who c o n s t a n t l y 

ta lkof turning out the B r i t i s h and a t the sa-ne time i n 

s i s t on communal representat ion wi th separate e l e c t o 

r a t e s . I r e a l l y don't understand what they mean. The 

second i s the s u r e s t way of the f i r s t being never rea-

1 ized. The exper ience of the l a s t t h r e e years i s the most 

conc lus ive proof of i t . The Muslim demand s trengthens 

the p o s i t i o n of a n t i - S w a r a j i s t s both among the Hindus 

and the Muslims, and s u p p l i e s an e f f e c t i v e reply to the 

content ion that l n d i a i s r ipe for Swaraj. Communal rep -

r e s e n t a t i o n by i t s e l f i s a s u f f i c i e n t l y bad p r i n c i p l e , 

d e s t r u c t i v e of, and a n t a g o n i s t i c t o , the idea of a 
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common nat ionhood , but separate e l e c t o r a t e s make t h i s 

v i c i o u s p r i n c i p l e Immeasurably worse . I f our Muslim 

countrymen a r e r e a l l y earnest i n t h e i r b e l i e f i n na

t i o n a l i s m and in t h e i r demand for Swaraj, the l e a s t 

they can do i s not to i n s i s t on s e p a r a t e e l e c t o r a t e s . 

(b) Representa t ion in p r o v i n c i a l l e g i s l a t u r e s 

and l o c a l b o d i e s should be on th* b a s i s of p o p u l a t i o n in 

p r o v i n c e s and p l a c e s where the Muegalmans a r e i n a ma-

j o r i t y . In o t h e r p r o v i n c e s and p l a c e s they should have 
• 

• • e f f e c t i v e " m i n o r i t y r e p r e s e n t a t i o n * 

( c) P o s t s and o f f i c e s under Government shou ld 

a i g o be d i s t r i b u t e d on t h e p r i n c i p l e s t a t e d In c l a u s e (b) 

( d) In the p r o v i n c e s where t h e Muslims are 

in a m i n o r i t y as w e l l as on the A l l I n d i a Departments 

t h e Muslims o ^ght t o have 25 per c e n t , to 33 p e r cent 

of the t o t a l p o s t s . 

We Will take t h e s e c l a u s e s one by one, i n 

t h e i r s e r i a l o r d e r . 

COMMUNAL REPRESENTATION 

The p r i n c i p l e of c l a u s e (a ) i s both t h e o r e 

t i c a l l y and p r a c t i c a l l y a negation of the u n i t e d n a t i o n -
t 

hood. It p r o v i d e s f o r a complete d i v i s i o n of I n d i a , as 

i t i s , Into two s e c t i o n s a Muslim I n d i a and a non-Muslim 

India* I say ddl l b e r a t e l y nonpMusl im I n d i a , b e c a u s e a l l 

t h * the Muslims are anxious f o r , i s a guarantee of t h e i r 

own r i g h t s . A i l t h e o t h e r communities t h e y lump Into one 

as non-Muslims. Let t h o s e who demand communal r e p r e -

t e n t a t i o n with s e p a r a t e e l e c t o r a t e s in a l l the r e p r e -

s e n t a t l v e i n s t i t u t i o n s of the l a n d , h o n e s t l y c o n f e s s 
* 

t h a t t h e y do n o t b e l i e v e i n n a t i o n a l i s m or in a u n i t e d 

I n d i a . The two t h i n g s are a b s o l u t e l y i r r e c o n c i l i a b l e . 

THE POPULATION BASIS 

(B) The demand f o r proport iamat e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n 
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in the L e g i s l a t u r e s i s p e r f e c t l y reasonable provided the 

p r i n c i p l e i s accepted through and through. The p i ea f o r 

f ATf " e f f e c t i v e " minori ty representat ion i s f howgrer, un f en 

abi^i. Mr» Jlnnah has p laced a s p e c i a l interpretat ion 
* 

of h i s own on t h i s term. Let us examine i t i n the l i g h t 

of f a c t s . In Beng J. and the Pnnjab f the Mu3lims are 

in a major i ty , and i f th i s p r i n c i p l e i s accepted , they 

w i l l ru le over these Provinces . The Hindus in t h e s e 
prov inces , aocording to the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of Mr.Jinnah, 

are an e f f e c t i v e minority already; so they are not en

t i t l e d to any s p e c i a l representa t ion . But what about 

the Sikhs? Are they or ara not e n t i t l e d to s p e c i a l 

representat ion? And from whose share are they to ge t i t? 

From the share of the -lindus or that of the Muslms? 

Under no p r i n c i p l e can they get i t from the share of the 

Hindus. They must ge t i t , i f they must, from t h e Muslims1 

share on tho same p r i n c i p l e on which the Muslims them

s e l v e s claim i t in the U.P. , or the other Prov inces 

where they a r e i n a minor i ty . This w i l l i n t e r f e r e with 

the abso lute majority which Muslims demand over th 

Hindus and Si^hs combined. Some Mu9almans r e a l i z e t h i s 

and contend that t h e y w i l l be content with a bare 

majori ty of 1 or 2. But i t i s obvious tha t they csn not 

have every thing In t h e i r own way. Assuming, however, 

that they are al lowed t h e i r own way, do they imagine 

that they w i l l be able to make t h e i r ru le e f f e c t i v e in 

the Punjab? The Punjab occupies a unique p o s i t i o n among 

the Provinces of India. I t i s the home of a community 

who were t h e r u l e r s of t h e Province when the B r i t i s h 

took p o s s e s s i o n of i t . That community i s v i r i l e , strong 

and united. W i n t h i s community r e a d i l y consent to 

occupy the e n t i r e l y subserv ient p o s i t i o n which t h i s 

arrangement invo lves? If nothing e l s e h e l p s them they 
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oppose Swaraj a : they d i d , not l o n g ago. Under c i r 

cumstances I would s u g g e s t t h a t a remedy s h o u l d "be sought 

by which t h e Muslims might g e t a d e c i s i v e m a j o r i t y w i t h 

out trampl ing on t h e s e n s i t l v e n e s 3 o f t h e Hindus and t h e 

S i k h s . My s u g g e s t i o n i s t h a t t h e Punjab flhold he p a r t i -

t i o n e d i n t o two p r o v i n c e s , the ' e s t era Punjab wi th a 

l a r g e Muslim m a j o r i t y , to be a Muslim Punjab, w i t h a 

l a r g e Hindu-Sikh m a j o r i t y , to be a non-MuSlim governed 

P r o v i n c e . I do no t d i s c u s * b e n g a l . To me i t i s unima-

g i n a b l e t h a t the r i c h and h i g h l y p r o g r e s s i v e and a l i v e 

Hindus of Bengal w i l l ever work out t h e Pact a g r e e d to 

hy Mr. Das, I w i n make the Sam s u g g e s t i o n in t h e i r 

c a s e , but i f Bengal i s p repared to a c c e p t Mr. D a s f s 

P a c t , I have no th ing to Say. I t i s i t s own l o o k - o u t . 

M. HASRAT M0HAHIfS PROPOSAL 

Ma-iXLana Hasrat M0hani h a s r e c e n t l y s a i d t h a t 

t h e Muslims w i l l n e v e r a g r e e to I n d i a ' s hav ing Dominion 

s t a t u s under t h e B r i t i s h . W^at they aim a t a r e s-^parate 

M«aslim S t a t e s in I n d i a , u n i t e d with Hindu S t a t e s under a 

N a t i o n a l F e d e r a l Government. He i s a l s o i n f a v o u r of 

s m a l l e r S t a t e s c o n t a i n i n g compact Hindu and Muslim 

p o p u l a t i o n s . If communal r e p r e s e n t a t i o n wi th s e p a r a t e 

e l e c t o r a t e s Is to be t h e r u l e , then Maulana H a s r a t 1 s 

scheme a s to s m a l l e r p r o v i n c e s seems to be t h e o n l y 

workable p r o p o s i t i o n . U n i e r my scheme t h e Muslims w i l l 

h a v e f o u r Muslim S t a t e s ; ( 1 ) The Pathan P r o v i n c e o r t h e 

H o r t h - ^ s t e r a F r o n t i e r ,( 3) We s t e r n Punjab , (3 ) S indh , and 

( 4 ) Eas tern Benga l . I f there a r e compact Muslim 

communit ies in anyother p a r t of I n d i a , s u f f i c i e n t l y l a r g e 

t o form a P r o v i n c e , they s h o u l d be s i m i l a r l y c o n s t i t u t e d# 

But It s h o u l d be d i s t i n c t l y u n d e r s t o o d t h a t t h i s i s not 

a u n i t e d In&la. I t means a c l * r p a r t i t i o n of In&l* i n t o 

a Muslim I n d i a and a non-Muslim I n d i a . 
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THE SERVICES 

( o) From % H a t l o n a l p o i n t of v i e w , I s t r o n g l y 

o b j e c t t o any communal d i s t i n c t i o n b e i n g a d o p t e d f o r 

Government a e r v i c i o r i n She ' J n i v e r s i t i es # l e t i t c-n 

n o t be d e n i e d t h a t Muslim d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n a t t h e p r e s e n t 

c o n d i t i o n of t h i n g s i s w e l l - f o u n d e d and g e n u i n e . Hindus 

must make up t h e i r mind to concede to t h e Musl ims t h e i r 

f a i r s h a r e of t h e l o a v e s and f i s h e s o b t a i n a b l e from 

Government . They must p u t them3 e l v e s i n t o t h e p o s i t i o n of 

t h e Muslms and s *e t h e t h i n g s from t h e i r p o i n t of v i nw. 

Mian f a z l H u s s a i n embodies i n h i s p e r s o n % r e a l g r i e v a n 

c e . Only h e h a s been h o p e l e s s l y wrong i n h i s method of 

removing t h i s g r i e v a n c e , ^ e o ught t o h a v e a p p r e c i a t e d 

t h e Hindu p o i n t of v l ^m and p r o c e e d e d i n a way t o make 

t h e s e e m i n g l y b i t t e r p i l l e a s i l y s w a l l o w a b l e by t h e 

H i n d u s . The t h i n g o u £ h t t o h a v e b e e n done g r a d u a l l y . 

Mian F a z a l H u s s l a n ' s r u l e i n t h e P u n j a b and t h a t of 

Chaudhr i S h a h a b u d d k in L a h o r e h a v o g i v e n t h e H i n d u s a 

sample of what t h e y a r e l i k e l y t o h a v e u n d e r Muslim r u l e . 

To p r o v i d e th-^ra w i t h t h l * s ample w a s p e r h a p s a moving 
i 

s p r i n g of S i r E. Maclagan and S i r J o h n M a y n a r d ' s p o l i c y 

d u r i n g t h e l a s t f i v e y e a r s . They h a v e g a i n e d t h e i r 

o b j e c t . But i s t h a t a f a c t of which llixn F a z l Hus s a i n , 

&8 an I n d i a n p a t r i o t c*n be proud? I f I had b e a n i n 

Mian J a z l H u s s a i n 1 s p o s i t i o n , I wo i&d h a v e t r l o d to g a i n 

t h e s am e o b j e c t in a d i f f e r e n t way and o n l y r e s o r t e d t o 

open a t t a s k s i n t h e l a s t r e s o r t . Wh 4 t h n Musl ims of t h e 

P u n j a b ( I 3ay Muslim l a n d l o r d s , Muslim l a w y e r s and 

Muslim g r a d u a t e s ) s t a n d i n t h e g r e a t e s t n e e d o f , i s 

e d u c a t i o n a l snd econ ;mic o p e n i n g s . T h e r e a r e Muslim 

d i s t r i c t s r h e r o 11 l i t e r a c y i s m o r e w i d e s p r e a d t h a n a n y -

w h e r e e l s e i n the P r o v i n c e . There a r e m i l l i o n s of Mus

l i m s who a r e e x c l u s i v e l y a t t h e mere of t h e i r Muslim 

# 
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and H i n d u l a n d l o r d s . I T ^ a t h a v e ' t h e Muslim l e a d e r s done to 

Improve t h e i r e d u c a t i o n a l and economic p o s i t i o n ? P r o 

v i d i n g p o e t s u n d e r t h e Government f o r a few e d u c a t e d 

Musl ims l a no remedy f o r t h a p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n . S a f e 

g u a r d i n g t h e i n t e r e s t s of t h e few <nd n e g l e c t i n g t h e 

i n t e r e s t s o f t h e many i s h a r d l y a l a u d a b l e t h i n g , hu t 

t h a t i s e x a c t l y what Mian # a s l H u s s a i n h a s a c h i e v e d and 
* 

a t such trCTondou0 co s t l The Musl ims a l l o v e r t h e wor ld 

h a v e y e t t o l e a r n t h a t t h e r e a r e o t h e r ways of making 

money and t h r i v i n g e c o n o m i c a l l y t h a n t h r o u h and by Mus

l i m r u l e . T h o s e who a r d o i n g n o t h i n g to p i ^c modern 

p r o g r e s s i v e i d e a l s b e f o r e t h 9 Mus l ims and s i m p l y empha

s i z e i n g e n i o u s dogma3, h a i r s p l l t l n g d o c t r i n e s and r e l i a 

n c e on Government , can h a r d l y be c a l l e d good f r i e n d s of 

t h e Muslims* I f t h e Muslims of I n ^ i * w«re to 1 nk t h e i r 

f a t e i n d i s s o l u b l y w i t h th -at of t h e H i n d u s , I t would be 

t h e r e l i g i o u s d u t y of t h e Hindus to h e l p them t o w a r d s 

p r o g r e s s i n e l l s p h e r e s of l i f e , b u t i f t h e p r e s e n t c o -

T.munal I d e a l s a r e to p r e v a i l , t h e n t h e y can s c a r c e l y 

c o m p l a i n o f H i n d u a p a t h y t o w a r d s t h e i r a l l e g e d b a c k 

w a r d n e s s . The p r e s e n t communal s t r u g g l e w i t h t h e a t m o s 

p h e r e of v i o l e n c e and c o e r c i o n t h a t h a s b e e n c r e a t e d 

t h r o u g h o u t Upper I n d i a , can o n l y p r o d u c e a r e a c t i o n in 

t h e minds of t h e H i n d u s . 

HINDU MUSLIM PROBLEM — XII 
* 

MUSLIMS AND P ©L IC SERVICES 

I u t h e l a s t a r t i c l e I o b s e r v e d t h a t Mia F a z l -

i - H u s a i n embodi ad, i n h i s p e r s o n , a r e a l g r i e v a n c e . But 

a g r i e v a n c e aga i r*a t whom? C e r t a i n l y n o t a g a i n s t t h e 

H i n d u CDmmunity. I f t h e Hindu3 o c c ^ j y a l a r g e r number of 

p o s t s unde r t h e Government t h a n t h e y would oe e n t i t l e d t 

on a p u r e l y n u m e r i c a l b a s i s , t h e y a r e n o t to be b lamed 
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f o r i t . The Muslim community o i£ht to recognise t h a t the 

f a u l t i s p r i n c i p a l l y t h e i r own. Thoy did not tak^ s u f f i 

c i e n t advant*gj of she educa t iona l f a c i l i t i e s p rov ided 

by tne Government in she ea r ly days of the B r i t i s h riXLe; 

and i t i s t ha t f ac t which i s r e s p o n s i b l e fo r t he p r e s e n t 

cond i t ion of t h i n g s . For the l a s t 50 years t he Government 

have been g iv ing tham spec i a l f a c i l i t i e s f o r making UD 

f o r l o s t t ime # * i t h t he g r a t i f y i n g r e s u l t t h a t they a r e 

now in a p o s i t i o n to hold t h e i r own aga ins t every o t h e r 

community. They i r e p e r f e c t l y j u s t i f i e d In claiming t h a t 

i n f u t u r e they sho uL d r e c e i v e thwir due share of Govern 

ment p o s t s . But a r e they J u s t i f i e d in ho ld ing t h a t 

u n t i l t h e i r p roper p r o p o r t i o n has been Secured to thnm 

no one from the o the r community sho t£Ld be employed? The 

o o n t e n t i o n l s absurd on th<* face of i t . The claim that t h e 

number of Government p o s t s a l l o t t e d to each community 

should be in p r o p o r t i o n to i t s s t r eng th in t he popu

l a t i o n , i s equa l ly absurd. How a r ? tha f i g u r e s to be 

made up? Is the p r o p o r t i o n to be f ixed according to t h e 

number of o s t s or according t the amount of s a l a r i e s ? 

Are promot lo n3, aub p r g t appointments and r e t i r e m e n t s 

a l so to ba reg"tfLflfced by the same standard"? If So f why no t 

say tha t a l l t h o Depart ment3 of the Government shoiXLd be 

d i v i d e d in to Muslim* and "Non-Musi im» s e c t i o n s , e n t i r e l y 

s e p a r a t e and independent of one another? Even t h e s e 

would then h v » to be sub-d iv ided i n t o "Urban* and 

"Bural" , and a g r i c u l t u i a l and n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l . The 

t n o l c thing i3 so r i d i c u l o u s t h a t one wonders how sue 

a claim could be s e r i o u s l y nit forward by men of i n t e l l i 

gence and common-s -nse# 

Again, a r e t h e Muslims q u i t e aur* t h a t t<Ucing 

a l l - I d ia f i g u r e s they w i l l ga in much by th es s p r i n c i 

p l e s being enforced? On what p r in c i p l e w i l l the 

Min i s t erahi-ps be d iv ided? Is i t not wi th in t h e P r o v n c e s 
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i n some D e p a r t m e n t s , t h e y h a v * g o t a l a r g e r number of 

p o s t s t h a n t h e r a t i o of p o p u l a t l o n w o u l d j u s t i f y ? 

PUBLIC SF/RYI^ES COMMISSION 

I wouli hag of my coun t rymen to c o n s i d e r t h e 

m a t t e r in t h e l i g h t nf p r a c t i c a l d i f f i c u l t ! s t and then 

suggest a scheme ky which their reasonable demands may 

be satisfied. I am frea to confess that in the present 

stste of comirunal feolln^ no Depart 3nt should he mono

polised by any one communityor class. An reasonable 

afeg*i*rds against thi3 contingency should be provided. 

P aciut! on3 must also be tak^n against communal intrigues 

or m «chinations. I think the appointment of a properly 

representative Publi c Semises Commission win be a su

fficient guarantee that no community ahall, infuture, 

be improperly deprived of i t s due share of Government 

posts. I can think of no other solution which would me£t 
i 

t h e n e e d s of t h e s i t u a t i o n , flhen, h o w e v e r , S w a r a j y a i a 

a t t a i n e d t h n s o l u t i o n w i n p . t>bably b e s i m p l e . The P r o 

v i n c i a l Gove rnmen t s w i l l hav f u l l powers t o a p p o i n t 

t h e i r s e r v a n t s , and t h e P r o v i n c e s h a v i n g Muslim m a j o r i 

t i e s w i l l , i f t h e p r e s m t s t a t e of f e e l i n g s c o n t i n u e t 

a u t o m a t i c a l l y h a v e a m a j o r i t y of Muslim Government 

s e r v a n t s . In t h e A l l - I n d i a S 9 r v i c e s f a S ^ r v l c ^ s Commiss

i o n w i l l c o n t i n u e t o make ap o i t o t m e n t ^ . 

(,P a.ge 7 , c o l . 2 . 3 . ) 

APPEAL TO HINDUS 

In t h e m e a n t i m e , may I make a r * s p n e t f u l 

app*il t o t h e K i n i u j n o t t o make much f u s s abo xit Crovernmen 

a p p o i n t m e n t ? tfo comn-Tnity can economic aLly p r o s p e r which 

r e l i e d too much on gove rnmen t p a t r o n a g e , What -oe rcen tag© 
e*ra 

of t i e p o p u l a t i o n #$#Jr t h o i r l i v i n g t h a t way? I t i s 
* 

true that Government servants influence communal l i fe 

otherwise than through their Salaries. The amount of 
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such i n f l u e n c e can e a s i l y be e x a g g e r a t e d * As l o n g a s 

t h e p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n s l a s t , I would l e a v e tfce Government 

f r e e to d i s t r i b u t e t h e l o a v e s and f i s h e s at t h d i r d i s p o s a l 

a s t h e y c h o o s ^ . The cream i s , In any c a s e 9 r e s e r v e d f o r 

E u r o p e a n s ; t h e n come A n g l o - I n d i a n s ; I n d i a n s come l a s t of 

a l l . To me t h i s f i g h t o v e r crumbs 3eems to "be t h e mo3t 

i n s e n s i b l e t h i n g f o r any p a t r i o t i c p e r s o n to i n d u l g e i n . 

Under S w a r a j y a , th ' - Gov^nnment of e v e r y P r o v i n c e w i l l 

d e t e r m i n e t h e complex ion and t h e c h a r a c t e r of i t s adio i -

n i s t r a t i v e a g e n c y . I t i s p e r f e c t l y f u t i l e t o e n t e r I n t o 

any p a c t a b o u t t h i s m a t t e r now fir t o q u a r r e l o v e r i t . 

LOCAL BODIES 
• 

T rom G o v a r n m e t S e r v i c e s we descend t o L o c a l 

b o d i e s , I t h i n k t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n of L o c a l oo<iies m u s t be 
* 

S e t t l e d on l i n s d i f f e r e n t from t h o s e of t n e L e g i s l a 

t u r e s . The p o p u l at i n r u l e w i l l n o t be sound in t h e i r 

c a s e . The L o c a l b o d i e s do n o t l e g i s l a t e . They o n l y manage 

l o c a l a f f a i r s . L o c a l a f f a i r s a r e l o c a l , a f t e r a l l , and 

must be m^nag d a c c o r d i n g t o t h e s p e c i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

of e.d ch l o c a l i t y . Bu t , i f t h e Musl ims i n s i s t on t h e 
* 

p o p u l at ton b a s i s , I w i l l l e t them h a v e i t t h a t way. Whi l e 

t h e y w i l l be t h e g a i n e r s i n some P r o v i n c e s , t h e y w i l l be 

t h e l o s e r s i n o t h e r s . 

THE UNIVERSITIES 

As f o r U n i v e r s i t i e s and o t h e r e d u c a t i o n a l 

l n s t i t u i n s , t h e y a r e t h e l a s t p l a c e s w h e r e any communal 
i 

d i s t i n c t i o n s h o u l d be a l l o w e d . T h a t w i l l be p o i s o n i n g 

t b n who le i n t e l l e c t u a l l i f e of t h e n a t i o n . I can u n d e r 

s t a n d and a p o r e c i * t e s p e c i a l f a c i l i t l ^ s b e i n g a s k e d f o r 

c l a s s e s c o n s i d e r e d b a c k w a r d . Give them s p e c i a l s c h o l a r -

s h i p s , open e d u f i a t l o n a l c e n t r e s i n a r e a s l a r g l y o c c u 

p i e d by B u c h c l a S s e s ; even a s s i g n l a r g e r o r s p e c i a l g r a n t s 



from p u b l i c revenues fo r t h e i r b e n e f i t , without d i s l o 

ca t ing or i n j u r i n g e x i s t i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s . In t h i s conn

ec t ion I w i n 3a7 at once that 1 did not I l k o r approve 

of the oppos i t ion of fered by some Hindu members of t he 

Punjab L e g i s l a t i v e Co unc n to t h e opening of In t e rme-

dl st e Colle >S fry x 1th: s Campb<?lln ur, Ty all pur and Guj ra t . 

If they ob jec ted to more money bs ing spent on Arts 

Col leges , the best th ing for them was to suggest t h e 

t r a n s f e r of one or two co l leges from the East to the 

West. I am afra id an a n a l y s i s of t h e conduct of some 

Hindu members of t h e Punjab L e g i s l a t i v e Council both in 

the l a s t co ixicll and in tho p r e s e n t one, w i l l no t 
* 

convince any fa i r -minded person t h a t t h e whole blame for 

the pros nt communal tension in the Punjab c *n be l a i d 

a t t he door of Mian ?asal«*t-Hu3 la in . The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

fo r much of what t h e Mjan has done or i s doing, r e s t s wit 

the b u r e a u c r a t i c Government, Perhaps he h&3 b.ien i t s 

reedy and ̂ i l lag too l 9 as h i s own views coincided with 

t h £ of t he Government. Hindu c r i t i c s should have s««n 

In to t he game and should not have allowed themselves to 

be made the-unconsc ious ins t rxments of the bureaucracy 

in c r a t i n g more bad blood between the communities. In 

any caso, t h e f u t u r e gene ra t i on w i n not a c q u i t them of 

a l l sha re In help in ; hoWefVer unconsciously to br ing 

about t he c r i s i s through which we ar<* akacxifcxttc* p a s s i n g . 

In »7 Judgment t h e #<*#MI*# Non-Co-operation movement 

i s a leo p a r t l y r e s p o n s i b l e for i t . P e r s o n a l l y I do not 

c a r e at a l l about pos t 9 or about admissions In to t h e 

Government Arts ColJS g e s . The case I s , however, d i f f e r e n t 

with the p r o f e s s i o n a l c o l l e g e s . In t h e i r case t h e 

a l l o c a t l o i of numbers to d i f f e r e n t communities r e g a r d l e s s 

of mer i t would lower t h e s tandard of educat ion and t h e 

• ubseQ.uont eff ?.ci ency f t h e success fu l u n i t s . These 

a r e , however, minor m a t t e r s to which undue importance 
be attached. ^HJ^^HI^^I^IH^^H^H 
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SUGGESTIONS SUMMED DP 

N0w to summarise the s u g g e s t i o n * , I have 

m ad e: 

(1) 7ree your minds from the pernicious 

doctrine of absolute rights, 

(2) purge your polit ics of "rel ig ion*1, 

(dogmatic religion), 

(3) Rationalise religion aa much as possible, 

and lay emphasisi only on | i n i i essentials. 

(4) Remove social barriers which separate 

and estrange one community from another. 

(5) Love India above any other country in the 

world, and he Indians f irst and last . 

(6) Concentrate all efforts on improving 

aiditions at home.That does not debar you from sympa-

thising with your fellow-religionists abroad and helping 

them occas loin ally provided that your duty to your own 

countrymen permits of i t . In this respect follow Turkey 

and Egypt. 

(7) Don't fret at Shuddi. It has come to 

stay. 

( 8 ) You c * n t r ••' Sftngathan and Tanzim» if 

you can purge them of Anti-Musi im and Anti-H,ndu feelings 

which, in my opinion, ie very diff icult . 
* * 

(9) Have proportional representation^ 

Legislatures if you may, but do not insist on separate 

el c to rates. 

(10) Divide the Pnnjabinto two Provinces to 

make majority rule effective. 

(11) Don't insist on population being the 

rule of representation in local bodies. Bnt if you must, 

you may,. But here, again, do not insist on separate 

el ectorat >s. 

(12) Have P blic Servic>s Commissions to 

regulate the f i l l ing of Goveriment Dosts on certain 



g e n e r a l "broad p r i n c i p l e s . 

( 1 3 ) N 0 communal r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n U n i v e r 

s i t i e s and e d u c a t i o n a l i s t i t u t i o n s . But s p e c i a l f a c i 

l i t i e s f o r hadcward c l a s s e s may he prov ided w i t h s p e c i a l 

g r a n t s from p u h l i c revenues f o r t h e i r "benefit . 

The Tribune d f t tg4 Q f lcem^r J.71 J.924. Page 2/7 . co l . 1 / 2 - 3 . 

HINDU MUSLIM PROBLEM - XI11 

(By L a l a Lajpat Rai^ 

SAD STATS OF AFFAIRS 

No I n d i a n , whof# l o v e s h i s country , can l o o k 

upon the p r e v a i l i n g s t a t e of t h i n g s except w i t h the most 

e x c r u t i a t i n g pa in and angu i sh . There are men l n t h e 

p u b l i c l i f e -> f the countr / , who h a v e g i v e n t h e i r a l l in th# 

hopothat "before t h e y d i e t h e y may s e e t h e G o d l e s s of 

l i b e r t y r u l i n g ov*r t h e i r be loved n a t i v e l a n d . They h a v e 

p \t XL-O w i th a l l kind<* o f h u m i l i a t i o n s s u f f e r i n g s and 

l o s s e s , *nd S a c r i f i c e d every comfort and c o n v e n i e n c e , 

and even n e g l e c t e d t h e i r c h i l d r e n f o r t h e sake of t h i s , 

the one s i n g l e o b j e c t of t h e i r l i f e . Absorbed i n t h i s 

t h e i r one p a s s i o n they have t r e a t e d with supreme c o n -

tempt a l l k i n d s of ca l cufcn ie s , l i b e l s and s l a n d e r s , 

t h a t have been heaped on t h e i r devo ted heads by t h e 

f o r e i g n r u l e r s o f t h e l a n d , and a l s o by some among t h e i r 

own countrymen. They hsore s e e n t h e i r j u n i o r s r i s e o v e r 

t h e i r heads to the h i g h e s t o f f i c e s under the S t a t e and 

to the most a l l u r i n g p o s i t i o n s i n l i f e . They h *BT e s u f f -

e r e d i n s u l t s and rebukes a t the hands of men who were 
• 

not even worthy of u n l o o s e n i n g t h e s t r i n g s of t h e i r 

s h o e s . They hav i been f o l l o w e d l i k e c r i m i n a l s , impr i soned 
* 

and b a n i s h e d l i k e common f e l o n s , but h a v e n e v e r l o s t hope 

And a f t e r a l l t h i s , t h e y are t o l d most s e r i o u 

s l y and s o l e n l y , both by Hindus and Muslmans, t h a t 
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Hindu-Mus l im u n i t y i s i m p o s s i b l e , which means t h a t 

Swara j i s i m p o s s i b l e , o r i n o t h e r w o r d s , t h a t t h e y h a v e 

been p u r s u i n g a shadow, a phan tom, and l i v i n g in a f o o l f s 

p a r a d i s e and w a s t i n g t h e i r l i v e s j 

UN IT Y AND S tf AHA J 

. Ohl how c r u s h i n g l y p a i n f u l I t i s . Yet in 

t h e l i g h t of what i s h a p p e n i n g , how p l a u s i b l e and a p p a -

r e n t l y u n a n s w e r a b l e ! Amongst t h o s e who h o l d t h a t u n i t y 

i s i m p o s s i b l e t h e r e a r e man of l i g h t and l e n d i n g , men of 

l e a r n i n g and s c h o l a r s h i p , men of i n f l u e n c e and p o s i t i o n 

even men who h a v e a r e c o r d of g r e a t s e r v i c e and s a c r i f i -

c e In f i e l d s o t h e r t h a n TDol l t icaL. On t h e o t h e r h a n d 
* 

Shere are men who as su re us tha t th ?s Is a pass ing phase 

that Hindus and MuSlmans can be made to and w i n even

t u a l l y forget what has happened at Multan, Saharanpur, 

Delhi , Allahabad, L^ck ow, ShahJahanpu r, Lahore, Amritaar 

Amethi, Sambhal, Gulbarga and Kohat, tha t they wi l l not 

only shake hands but embrace each o the r in love and 

f r a t e r n i t y as soon aa the Muslim claims in the p o l i t i c a l 

f i e l d are admitted and accepted. There are s t i l l o t h e r s 

who maintain that peace and good-will wi l l r e ign in 

Ind ia as soon as Englishmen wil l have l e f t us , and that 

t h e r e f o r e , a l l t h a t is wanted a t p resen t Is a union which 

w i n r>stfl.t In the expuls ion of the f o r e i g n e r . They do 

not t e l l us , however, how, in face of t he p r e v a i l i n g 

d i s t r u s t , t h i s union 1 s to be brought about, how the 

f o r e i g n e r Is to be expelled and l a s t l y how the expulsion 

of t h e fo re igne r evenif i t was p r a c t i c a b l e , wo tad, by 

i t s e l f • so lve the problem of Hindu-Muslim d i f f e r e n c e s . 

I s i t t he fo r e igne r t h a t l o o t s and d e s e c r a t e s temples 

and mosques? I s i t he t h a t k i l l s people and burns p r o p e r t j 

I s i t h i s hand that s t r i k e s c h i l d r e n and women or d i s 

honours the l a t t e r ? No, they say, t he hands are t h o s e of 

t he Indians , but the b r a in s a r e of f o r e i g n e r s . 
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T_ha Tribune dated D e c . 1 7 . 1 9 2 4 . page 7 . c o l . 3 . 4 

HINDU MUSLIM PBOBLfiM XIII 

HOW UN ITT 13 TO BE ACHIJflTffl) 

Assuming t h a t t o be i o £ how are we g o i n g to 

put t h e s e b r a i n s out of o p e r a t i o n ? The r e p l y i s , by 

conceding Muslim demands in almost every r e s p e c t , Mahat-» 

ma J i h i m s e l f s a i d that t h e a v e r a g e Mussalman was a * 

b u l l y and average Hindu a cowardice and a l s o t h a t cow

a r d i c e was wor»e than d e a t h , and y e t the remedy he 

s u g g e s t e d w^s that Hindus must concede t o t h e Mus^almant 

flka and o t h e r m i n o r i t i e s a l l that they demanded In t h e 

p o l i t i c a l f i e l d . Apply ing that r u l e t o the Punjab, t h e 

r e s u l t w i l l be Muslims 55 f S ikhs 3 3 t and non-Muslims 

an&n >n-Sikhs 1 2 . I s that the remedy? N 0 f say t h e Musl ims, 

we do not want c o n c e s s i o n s ; we want our r i g h t s , and the 

r i g h t s , as they view them, are what have been s t a t e d 

above. Some of t h e i r spokesmen add: MIf you don ' t do 

t h a t now, we s h a l l d e c l a r e Jehad a g a i n s t you, when you 

have g o t i t . n 'Nationalist1 M-u*lim leaders, men who 

advocate communal representation in al l institutions in 

the land and a fixed proportion of Government services, 

say "OhJ Don't l i s ten to Ziauddins and Fa
z l Huasalns, 

they represent no-body. They are, in alliance with the 

foreigner." They forget, however that the demands put 

fo ward by themselves aire exactly the demands of 

Ziauddins and Fasl Hussains, the difference being no 

greater than that between tweedledum and tweedledee. 

The only difference is that -me is called A*M# Jinnah, 

Esquire, and the other Dr. Ziauddin.These friends of 

course forget that there are a* many Ziauddins and ?a»l 

Hussins among the Hindus as among the M^salmans, and If 

the Hindu Nationalists, had Hastened to them, there woul 

have bs-̂ nno movement for pol i t ical freedom. And without 

that movement there wo ad have been no Shafis, Sarmas 
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and Saprus in the Government of Indi a; nor would t h e r e 

have been Pa*l Husaains and Mahraudabads in the 

P rov inc i a l Gove rnmen t . 

TALK OF JEHAD 

At l e a s t t h i s much c r e d i t must be given to 

the Hindu National i s t s t h a t t h e i r e f f o r t s have been 

p r i n c i p a l l y instrument ai in br inging the country nea re r 

Swarajya than I t would poss ib ly have been o the rwise . The 

Muslim educated community, with a few honourable excep

t i o n s , had in the pas t ana u n t i l only a short while ago, 

con i s t e n t l y opposed t he se e f f o r t s . The Hindus do not 

Want any Specia l f avours . A n they ask for i s J u s t i c e and 

f a i r p lay . If the p resen t s i t u a t i o n i s in any way un-

favourable to the Muslim community, they wi l l be only 

• too w i n i n g to agree to any changes which the Muslims 

d e s i r e , subject only to one condi t ion . They w i l l not 

w i l l i n g l y an d v o l u n t a r i y be p a r t i e s to any compromise or 

arrangenent which w i n make real and l a s t i n g u n i t y im

p o s s i b l e . Tor God's sak-3, don ' t t h rea t en us with Jehad* 

tfe have seen many "Jehads"J For t h e l a s t twelve 

hundred years we have heard that cry every day of our 

na t i ona l ex i s t ence . Yet, Jehads have not succeeded in 

k i l l i n g us , and God w i l l i n g , no t h r e a t of Jehad w i n 

inf luence us by one h a i r ' s breadth in our de te rmina t ion 

to continue to l i v * . We are prepared to subord ina te 

our communal l i f e to na t i ona l l i f e . For uni ted n a t i o n a l 

e x i s t e n c e , we would do anything, but we sha l l not submit 

to t h r e a t s or to coercion. I t i s t r u e that Muslim d i s t r u s t 

of Hindus can succes s fu l l y block the avenues of Swarajya, 

hut b ro the r Muslims] don ' t forget that a c t i v e Hindu 

h o s t i l i t y aay a lso b s product ive of some harm to th^ 

Is lamic world. Away, then , with t h e s e t h r e a t s and d i s -

t r u s t . Let us l i v e and s t rugg le fo r freedom as b ro the r s 
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whose i n t e r e s t s a r e one and i n d i v i s i b l e . L e t us l i v e 

and d i e f o r each o t h e r , so t h a t I n d i a ma/ l i v e and 

p r o s p e r as a N a t i o n . I n d i a i s n e i t h e r Hindu nor Muslim 

I t i s not even b o t h . I t i s o n e , i t i s I n d i a . 

TO THE H INDUS 

To the Hindus , I w i l l s a y , w I f t h e r e a r e any 

am s t i l l earn in t h is c o u n t r y ; 

who th ink they can crush t h e Mussalraans and be t h e 

l u p r ^ n e power i n t h i s l a n d , t e l l them t h a t t h e y a r e 

f o o l s , o r tobe more a c c u r a t e f that t h e y a r e i n s a n # ^ 

and that t h e i r I n s a n i t y w i l l ruin t h e i r Hinduism a l o n g 

w i t h t h e i r c o u n t r y . For God' s sake d o n ' t l i s t e n t o them 

and d o n ' t be g u i l t y of p a t r i c i d e . You have t o ->ne o u t s i d e 

I n d i a to h e l p y o u . Y0u are l i k e a l o n e l y waif in t h e 

world and your p o s i t i o n i s e x t r e m e l y d e l i c a t e , ^e s e n s i b l e 

and show your r e a d i n e s s t o l i s t e n to t h e d i c t a t e s of 

j u s t i c e , f a i r p l a / and p a t r i o t i s m . Be even ready t o make 

a c r i f l c e i f such s a c r i f i c e does not s t u i i f y you o r 

n u l l i f y your d e s i r e f o r n a t i o n h o o d . G i v e 5»p yomr p r i d e 

and l i s t . < « to reason and commons ense . That i s t h e o n l y 

way t o s a l v a t i o n . " 

TH3 ACTUAL IT I S3 

To l e a d e r s l i k e Mahatma Gandhi I would s a y i n 

a l l h u m i l i t y : " S i r s , do not put t h e c a r t b e f o r e t h e 

h o r s e . Do not assume the e x i s t e n c e of c o n d i t i o n which do 

n o t e x i s t . L i s t # i t o the v o i c e of e x p e r i e n c e and c a u t i o n 

I t i s b e t t e r to p r o c e e d s l o w l y than to run away w i t h 

a s s u m p t i o n s and pre3 imp t i o n s which would n o t o n l y do no 

good but might l a n d y o u r c o u n t r y i n t o p i t s . Do not t r y 

to change human n a t u r e s imply by r e s o l u t i o n s and e x h o r 

t a t i o n s . G i v e i t t i m e , * I s*n c o n v i n c e d that I f in 1920 

and 1 9 2 1 , ^ ah a t ma Gandhi had l i s t e n e d t o t h e v o i c e o f 

t h 
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t h o s e who had g r e a t e r e x p e r i e n c e of t h e p u b l i c l i f e of 

t h e c o u n t r y , t h e r e a c t i o n of 1 9 2 3 and 1924 would no t 

h a v e heen s o t e r r i b l e * The a s sump t ion t h a t 7 c r o r e s 

of Muslims h-\d a c c e p t e d n : n - c o - o p e r a t i o n , was a b s o l u 

t e l y u n w a r r a n t e d . I t was t oo much t o e x p e c t e d u c a t e d 

Musl ims t o g i v e up o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f p r e f e r m e n t and 

p r o m o t i o n which w h i c h t h e y were j u s t "beginning t o g e t , 

t h e H indus b e i n g a l r o a d y much in a d v a n c e . T h i s was a 

demand which was bond t o and d i d e v e n t u a l l y s t r a i n t h e i r 

l o y a l t y t o t h e l o a d e r s . I d o n ' t b lame them f o r "no t 

l i s t e n i n g to t h e l a t t e r * . L e t us r e s t a r t our work w i t h 

g r e a t e r r e g a r d t o t h e a c t u a l i t i e s of l i f e and t h e 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s of human n a t u r e , and we may y e t l i v e to 

s e e o u r e f f o r t s p r o v i n g f r u i t f u l . Amenl 

I h a v e n o t s a i d a l l t h a t I wan ted to s a y . 

I have d e l i b e r a t e l y k e p t back some i m p o r t a n t and u n s a 

voury f a c t s t h a t r e c e n t l y came t o my knowledge , i n t h e 

h o p e t h a t t h e r e w i l l be no need t o & ve p u b l i c i t y to 

th am. 

The T r i b u n e da t?A December 1911924 , Page 4 . c o l . l . 

THS CENTRAL SIKH LEAGUE 

RESOLUTION ON OUBBENT AFFAIRS 

(F rom t h e S e c r e t a r y ) 

The G e n e r a l Commit tee of t h e C e n t r a l S i k h 

L e a g u e met on t h e 15 th i n s t a n t i n t h e o f f i c e s of t h e 

L e a g u e f H a l l B a z a r , A r a r i t s a r , u n d e r t h e p r e s i d e n c y of 

S a r d a r Mangal S i r g h and p a s s e d amongst o t h e r s t h e 

f o l l o w i n g r e s o l u t i o n s ; -

( 1 ) The G e n e r a l Commi t t ee of t h e C e n t r a l 

S ikh L e a g u e , w h i l e f i r m l y of o p i n i o n t h a t t h e a n a r c h i c a l 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s wo \tLd n o t s e c u r e S w a r a j , f o r I n d i a , 

• 
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s trongly oondemss the arb i trary a c t i o n of the Govern-

ment of India and Government of -Bengal i n promulgating 

and recommending a l a w l e s s ordinance without consu l 

t a t i o n with the L e g i s l a t i v e Assembly and applying an 

o b s o l e t e r ^ u i a t i o n thus endangering the l i b e r t i e s of 

m i l l i o n s of peaceful and innocent inhab i tant s of Bengal. 

The League i s further of op in ion t h a t , in v iew 

of the past experance and in view of the fac t that many 

prominent Swaraj i s t s have been a r r e s t e d under t h e s e 

measures, the How i s r e a l l y aimed at the Swaraj i s t s i n 

Bengal who were becoming rather inconvenient f o r the 

Government of Lord Lytton. 

(2) The Central Sikh League deeply f e e l s 

for the f a m i l i e s of the returned emigrants who were 

imprisoned and hanged during Sir Michael O'Dwyer1 • 

regime and c a l l s upon the people to send donations for th* 

for the Pr i soners R e l i e f '"And organised by the League. 

I t was a l so decided that a deputation c o n s i s t i n g of 

S. Amar Singh Jh&bai, sonof flarchand Singh t R a i s Lyal lpur 

S# Thakar S i ^ h Domeli and S. Wadhava Singh sho tfLd go 

out to c o l l e c t s u b s c r i p t i o n s for the P r i s o n e r s 1 Family 

R e l i e f *und. 

* 
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T3R A^ALI LEADERS* TRIAL 

L a h o r e , J a n . 6 - Not o n l y t h e w e i g h t of 

p u b l ic o n i n l o r . b u t a l s o t h e f o r c e of a rgumen t w^s on 

t h e -side of t h e o p p o s i t i o n i n t h e d e b a t e c o n c e r n In- t h e 

A k a l i l e a d e r s " t r i a l t h a t took p l a c e a t t h e f i r s t m e e t 

i n g of t h e iew P n n j a b L e g i s l a t i v e C o u n c i l . T h e G o v e r n -

ment had a l r e a d y o b t a i n * ! t h e sum of t w e n t y - f i v e 

t h o u s a n d r u p e e s from t h e C o r n e l l i n t h e month of O c t o b e r 

f o r t h e c o n d u c t of t h e A k a l i t r i a l . I t now wan ted an-

o t h e r 1 skh of r u p e e s f o r t h e same p u r p o s e . And / e t t h e 

a u t h o r i t i e s were f u l l y a w a r e of t h e e x t r e m e u n p o p u l a r i t y 

o f t he po l ic. t h * t h a d l e d to t h i s t r i a l b o t h i n t h e 

C o u n c i l *nd. o u t s i d e i t ; and S i r J o h n fcaynard i n o r d e r 

t o make a sh)w of r e a s o n a b l e n e s s and G o v e r n m e n t ' s l o v e 

of economy e x p r e s s e d i t * r e a d i n e s s t o a b a t e t h e demand 

by h a l f and a c t u a l l y d i d s o . The o p p o s i t i o n , h o w e v e r , 

c o u l d n o t be m i s l e d by t h i s a s t u t e move on t h e p a r t of 

t h e Y\ nance Member, and mo r •* t h a n o n e member as 'ced t h e 

Government w h e t h e r i t wa^ a r e a l r e d u c t i o n i n e x p e n 

d i t u r e o r w h e t h e r I t was a mere b l i n d and t h e Government 

) ro o s e d t o come f o r w a r d a t t h e n e x t s e s s i o n o f t h e 

C o u n c i l w i t h a f r e s h demand. As r e g a r d s t h a t s t r a i g h t 

f o r w a r d q u e s t i o n t h e Government m a i n t a i n e d a d i s c r e e t 

md c o n v e n i e n t s i l e n c e . 

Nor h a d t h e Qo^ rnment any e x p l a n a t i o n t o 

g i v e a s to why t h e y a t t a c h e d s u c h e x t r a o r d i n a r y i m p o r 

t a n c e to t h e t r i a l , and why i t waa c o n s i d e r e d i m p e r a t i v e 

t o a p p o i n t a S] c i a l c o u n s e l on a n e x o r b i t a n t f e e f o r 

t h e p r o s e c u t i o n of t h e A k a l i l e a d e r s . Th* a r g u m e n t t h a t 

t h i s was n e c e s s i t a t e d by t h e d e f e n c e e m p l o / i n g a b l e 

l a w ers was u n c o n v i n c i n g . In t h e f i r s t p l a c e , t h i s 

a r g u m e n t i g n o r e d a c t u a l f a c t s . I t was l o n g a f t e r t h e 
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t h e Government had r e t a i n e d a s p e c i a l counsel fo r t h e 

ca se , tha t the accused engaged t h e i r lawyers ; and the 

Government had no me^ns to knowing beforehand the iden

t i t y of the la./werS whom the l a t t e r wo "ULd employ for 

thefrr defence . A^ Ŝ  r Jolia Maynard himself s t a t e d , the 

Government had e n t r u s t e d the case to t h e i r Counsel a t 

l e a s t f ive weeks before the ac tua l t r i a l commenced or 

the complaint was f i l e d in Court. With what cons is tency 

could he then urge t h a t i t wad the a c c u s e d ' s choice 

of t h e i r Counsel t h a t determined the Government's 
i 

choice? I s not the presumption f a r more l o g i c a l and 

c o n s i s t e n t with com M>n sens e tha t i t was the accused 

pe r sons who were to some extent inf luenced by t h e a c t i o n 

of t h e Government in choosing t h e i r Counsel? 

"!?en supposing fo r the sake ef argument tha t 

the fac ta were not what they a r e , the Government had no 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n to make an exception of the case and r>lace 

an e x t r a burden on^ the f inances of t he province which 

were a l r eady in a dep lo rab le s t a t e . The lawyers 

engaged in the defence of the Akal i l e a d e r s a r« every 

d a : a-o^earlng in the cour t s of the Province In o r d i n a r y 

c r imina l t r i a l s , and t h e T>ros>cution in those cases i s 

alwa s e n t r u s t e d to t he regu la r members of the law 

depar tment . Where was the n e c e s s i t of Government 

t r a t i n g t h i s t r i a l as one of such excep t iona l im o r t -

anc e as to r e q u i r e the s e r v i c e s of a s p e c i a l counsel? 

One can understand a person accus d of a c r imina l off en 

employing the beat a v a i l a b l e counsel whole charges he 

can convenien t ly moetf and, o r d i n a r i l y , the weaker a 

case the a b l e r is the counsel whose s e r v i c e s a re l o ^ h t , 

The same c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , however, do not and cannot 

apoly to Government. All c r imina l c - ^ 8 ought to have 

the same importance to Government, r e g a r d l e s s of t he 
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i n d i v i d u a l i t y o f t h e accused , u n l e s s , o f c o u r s e , t h e r e 

i s a p a r t i c u l a r r e a s o n f o r Government to d e s i r e a conv

i c t i o n . T h i s f as S^r John Maynaid s a i d , was not and 

could no t be the i n t e n t i o n of the Government. In that 

c a s e , a l l that was n e c e s s a r y f o r Government to do as 

to appoint one o f the p u b l i c p r o s e c u t o r or the Government 

Advocate to conduct t h e t r i a l , because the duty of t h e 

p r o s e c u t i n g agency i s s i m p l / to p l a c e t h e e v i d e n c e 

b e f o r e the c o u r t , and f o r t h a t pur os e the s e r v i c e s of 

any p u b l i c o rose cut or ought to have been regarded as 

s u f f i c i e n t . 

I t i s t r u e that the Counci l has by a m a j o r i t y 

granted Ha.75 ,000 f o r the p r o s e c u t i o n of the cas and 

may a l s o in f u t u r e grant e q u a l l y h eery sums f o r t h e pur-

p o s e . But l e t the Government remember t h a t t h e v a s t 

bulk of Hindu and Sikh e l e c t e d members voted a g a i n s t t h e 

p r o p o s i t i o n and the P r o v i n c e g e n e r a l l y l o o k s upon t h e 

a c t i o n of t h e Government w :th d i s f a v o u r . Of the 41 mem

b e r s who v o t e d f o r t h e Government more th =m h a l f we~e 

o f f i c i a l s o r nominated members, w h i l e o n l y 3 o r 4 were 

rttfiwof M0*## non-Muslim e l e c t e d members. 0 n the o t h e r 

s i d e , t h e r e were 7 Mus salm ans, 10 Sikhs and 17 Hindus . 

The Government thus c a r r i e d the day simpl on t h e s t Ten

th of o f f i c i a l or s e m i - o f f i c i a l v o t e s ; and t h i s t h e 

Government can do in rega d to a lmost a l l m a t t e r s so 

l o n g as the C o u i c i l i s c o n s t i t u t e d as i t i s . I f the 

Government d e s i r e s to ru l e the P r o v i n c e on t h e mere 

s t r e n g t h of o f f i c i a l o r r e a c t i o n a r y v o t e s i n the 

Counc i l , we h a v e n o t h i n g to Say; i f i t does not want to 

o s o , t h e path of duty i s p l a i n b e f o r e i t . 

r 
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The Tr ibune d a t e d January 24 . 1 9 2 4 . p a g e 5. c o l . l 

SATYAGRAHA AT BHAI PilEHU 

TH3 OFFICIAL VERSION - THE MUTATION OBDEH 

The Deputy Commissioner of Lahore sends 

to us the f o l l o w i n g f o r p u b l i c a t i o n r e g a r d i n g the 

a r t i c l e e n t i t l e d "Satyagraha at Bhai Pheru" p u b l i s h e d 

in The T r i b u n e of 1 9 t h i n s t a n t . 

( i ) Mr. Bhagat i s q u i t e r i g h t in h i s 

s t a t e m e n t t h a t t h e l a n d s in d i s p u t e at Bhai Pheru form 

p a r t o f t h e p r o p e r t y of the Gurdw*ra. T h i s p r o p e r t y 

was f o r m e r l y under t h e maneg^m^nt if Mahant / \ lshan Da8; 

in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the muta t ion o r d e r i t w i l l now be 

shown in t h e reTenue p a p e r s as t h e p"oi>erty u n d e r the 

management of t h e Shirora*ni Gurdwara Parbandhik 

Commit t e e . 

A p a r t of the p r o p e r t y i n c l u d i n g t h e l a n d 

i n d i s p u t e h a s b e e n f o r a l o n g t i m e i n p o s s e s s i o n of 

c e r t a i n Jd*s i Jadhus. T^e p o s i t i o n of t h e s e t man t s 

w h o . . . are e n t e r e d i n t h e r venue r e c o r d s ( a s t e n a n t s -

a t -wi l> l ) i s d e s c r i b e d in t h e f o l l o w i n g e x t r a c t from 

t h e m u t a t i o n o r d e r x which Mr. Bhagat o m i t t e d t o , , , , , : -

The S . G . P . C . has not y e t o b t a i n e d . . . . t i r e 

p o s s e s s i o n of t h e whole o f t h e Gurdwara l a n d s . A p o r 

t i o n of them i s . . . . I d by Udasi Sadhus who f o r some 

t ime have h e l d f o r f r e e o f rent and in some c a s e s / f r e * 

o f r e v e n u e . S e v e r a l o f th*m hav * admit ted t h * c o n t r o l 

t h e S. 0 . P# C. and h av * e n t e r e d i n t o agreement w i t h 

i t ; but t h e m a j o r i t y a r e i n t h e sam* p o s i t i o n 

a s they . . . w re under t h e Mahant , t h a t i s to « v f 
p r o p r i e t a r y 

y c l a i m ]ft##ft#r## o r o c c u o a n c y r i g h t s . I am not 

c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e s e c l a i m s i n t h e p r e s e n t p r o c e e d i n g s . 



- 5 -

it and when S. G. p . C. i s s u e s n o t i c e s f o r e jec tment 

a a i n s t them, they can regu lar s i l t s to 

e s t a b l i s h t h e i r c la ims . 

The law r e l a t i n g to t enants i s conta ined 

i n s e c t i o n 41 to 47 of the Punjab Tenancy Act. B r i e f l y 

i t prov ides . • t b a t n o t i c e s of e iec tment s h a l l be 

Issued through a revenue o f f i c e r md if any tenant 

a g a i n s t whom the n o t i c e i s i s s u e d shal have the 

r i g h t to con h i s l i a b i l i t y to obiactment by 

means of ». a regular s u i t f i l e d in a revenue court . 

If he does not f i l e a s u i t , or i f the f a i l s , the 

*evenue o f f i c e r e j e c t s the tenant; but the e jectment i s 

not ordi &###£©# carr ied out at any o t h e r 

time between the f i r s t of Ma/ and the . . . . of 

June. Theobject of t h e 1 aat pro - i s to d i s t u r b 

as l i t t l e as p o s s i b l e course of a g r i c u l t u r a l 

o p e r a t i o n s . 

The e f f e c t of the mutation order i s to 

p lace the S. B. p . C. in a p o s i t i o n to apply f o r t h e 

i s s u e of r e g u l a r of ejectment a g a i n s t any 

tenants whom i t - w i s h e d to e j e c t . when t h e s e n o t i c e s 

ha* been i s s u e d the t enant s , i f they so wished, 

f i l e s u i t s to e s t a b l i s h th» occupancy or r> ro-p ri e tary 

t i g h t s which they claimed, but the burden f o r proving 

t h i s claim would re^t on them. 

The p o s i t ion had b • n ex l a i n ed by 

p e r a o n a l l y to the r>a°ties on s e v e r a l s i o n s 

when prev ous t r o u b l e * a s tened at Bhai Pheru. 

I t was f u l l y c i a t e d by rhz counsel r e p r e s e n t i n g 
pro ceed ings 

the | . &. P. C. i n he mutation ##**4#iAt**n and the 

procedure i s of such *• common occurrence h it i t i s 

known to owners of l and . From the o u t s e t i t was 



made c l e a r t h a t d i sposses s ion by fo ce would not be 

pe rmi t t ed . 

( e) Ins tead having r e s o r t to the o rd ina ry 

p r o c e s s e s of law, b ands of Akal is f easing to 

a c t under the o rder of the S# G# P . C. have been a t t empt 

ing s i n c ^ the 1 s t of January to obta in f o r c i b l e -posse

s s i o n of the land in the occupat ion some of these 

t nants a r e b^ing given and wi l l be given the p ro t ec t i on 

a g a i n s t l o r d i s p o s s e s s i o n to which they a r e 

t i t l e d an the bands of Akal i s have b^en d e a l t 

wi th under the c r imina l law. But t h e r e i s no i n t e n t i o n 

what*v*r to , ive any t enan t more p r o j e c t i o n tha tn thfrt 

to which he has a l e g a l r i g h t . »hen and i f n o t i c e s of 

e.iectment of the t e n a n t s a r e i s sued , r e g u l a r e jectment 

of the t enan t s w i l l fol low in t h e o rd ina ry courso of law, 

u n l e s s they can prove occun xicy and n r o - r i e t a r y r i g h t s . 

In sho r t , the l eg d road i s opon to any one 

who cares to take* i t , t he way of l aw le s snes s i s closed 

remain c losed . • ^ ^ • • H H H ^ H ^ ^ ^ B 

« 

» 
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The Tribune dated f f b r u i r y 23 924 

I IK fNG AT JAITO 

SEVERAL CASUALTIES R3P0R 3D 

DR. KIP^CHlH AND MR. GIDWANI ARUSSTED 

L a h o r e , February 22 -

News has r e a d i e d h e r t h i s morning t h a t on 

/ t h e a r r i v a l of the J a t h a of 500 Akal is t J a i t o y e s t e r d a y 

a f t e r n o o n t h e y were f i r e d upon * a r e s u l t o f which a 

number of oers s hav ^ been k ed and wounded, 

o f f i c i a l i n f o r m a t i o n i s f o r t h c o m i n g . 

But no 

J33FOR THB JAi'HA ARHIYKS 

Two I*.L.A fS Turned ^ack# 

Mr. Shai-mukhain Chatty . k . L . A . , a I R a l z a d a 

ans Raj , M.L .A . , who had gone t o J a i t o on the morning 

of the 2 i s t In t .*nt f r # » > ' * l h l to watah the a r r i v a l o f 

t h 9 S h a i i d l J a t h a and, i f n e c e s s a r y , t o *rtJoin ur>on i t 

t h e I m p e r a t i v e ne-?d o f m a i n t a i n i n g p e r f e c t n o n - v i o l e n c e 

w^re turned back from t h e p l a c e under o r d e e of Mr. 

TTli son- o h n e t o n , t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r of t h e Habha S t a t * . 

I n t e r v i e w d by a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e T y ibun§ t h e y 

s t a t e i . t h a t t h e y were a c c o s t e d by c e r t a i n p o l i c e c o n -

s t a b l e * as soon as t h e y a l i g h t e d a t t h e J a i t o ? # # i c * # 

s t a t i TI and were a s k e i to go back. ^hereupon, i t t h e i r 

r e q u e s t t h e y were taken to a s u b / i n s o e c t o r of p o l i c e 

who a f t e r r e f e r r i n g t h e m a t t e r to trie A d m i n i s t r a t o r 

d i d n o t a l l o w th »m to e ~ t - r th own and made the two 

*"antia«en l e a v e J a i t o by t h e f i r s t tra^n f o r Lahore . 

The J a t h a had not a r r i v e d when t h e y * l e f t a t 3 -30 r>.m 

(From the Yern^.c i l a r P r e s s ) 

C0MIN8 OF PH JATHA 

The a h a h l d l j :ha , which a f t e r t a k i n g th 

vow o f n o n - v i o l e n c e s t a r t d from A r i t a r on t h e ? t h 

• 



February wi th t h e obj c t of r e - s t a r t i n g t h e Akhand Path 

at the Gurdwara Gangasar reached t h e boundary of the 

Nabha S t a t e on t h e 2 l s t i n s t a n t . P o l i c e men were, i t 

i s s t a t e d , a t every f i f t y y a r d s between Gurdwara a n d 

J a i t o . Df.Kltc-hl aw, P r i n c i p a l G id want and an American 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the New ,. n rk Ti ties had a l r e a d y 

reached t h e boundary by motor and war e prevented from 

go ing f u r t h e r by c e r t a i n o i c e r s who shook hands with 

Messrs Gidwani and Kitchlew and t o l d them t h a t they 

w e r e not permi t t ed to s n t e r the Sta*e T e r r i t o r y . Dr. 

K i t ch lew , thereupon, asked i f t h e r e was any order to 
# 

t h a t e f f e c t and was handed a pap r i n rep ly which was 

fonnd to b i meant f o r the Ja tha . On Dr. Kitchlew i n d i 

c a t i n g t h i s , t h e P o l i c e Off icer asked them to wait t i l l 

a messenger , whom he was Sending to the Adminstrator 

broght a rep ly . In the meantime t h e Jatha had a l s o 

a r r i v e d and two p o l i c e o f f i c e r s attempted to read out 

t h e orders to i t , but couldnot succeed on account of the 

n o i s e c r e a t e d by the crowd accompany ng t h e J a t h a . 

THE ?IHING 

The Jatha proceeded oiwards and when i t 

approached t h e Gurdwara G <,ngasar, Mr. Wilson J o h n s t o n , 

the A d m i n i s t r a t o r , and o t h e r o f f i c e r s at tempted to 

read out ±t to I t the same o r d e r , i . e . on ly f i f t y men 

could enter t h e Gurdwara on undertaking to r e t u r n a f t e r 

i t n i s h l n g t h e Akh And * a t h . B^t h e r e to 3 t h e r e was too 

much n o i s e to a l l o w t h e order t o be heard by t h e j a t h a . 

They were than asked t o d i s p e r s e o r they would be f i r e d 

upon. The l a s t words were repeated t h r e e t i m e s . A f t e r 

a wbil*» f i r i n g commenced. Som pe>p le c r i e d o ut th t t h e 

f i r i n g was blank. The f i r i n g c o n t i n u e d f o r about two 

m i n u t e s , a f t e r which t h e r e was a s earch f o r t h e wounded 

and t h e dead. B a r e l y t h r e e minutes had e l a s p e d when 
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f i r i n g recommenced r e s u l t i n g , i t i s r e p o r t e d , i n s e v e 

ra l dea ths and wounded. L i t t l e c a r i n g f o r the f i r i n g 

the Shahidi J a t h a in f u l f i l m e n t of th.3 vow p r o c e e d e d on, 

By t h e t ims *hen f i r i n g ceased,, t h e y had entered t h e 

UESSRS. CXtOBLIf AMD GI tfANI ARiESTED 

0n bein/* informed of t h e f i r i n g on t h e J a t h a , 

Messrs . Gldwani and 3 i t c h l « w p TC ded towards t h e s-oot 

and wer* almost immediate!? a r r e s t e d . 

The r e p o r t e r of the Punjab Khi la fa t Committee, 

Dr. Kehar Singh and a l l the Sevadars a r e Said to have 

been a r r e s t e d . The p o l l c took p o s s e a s i o n o f t h e c a r t s 

c o n t j d n i n g p r o v i s i o n s and l u g g a g e . 

TELEGRAM TO NABHA MINISTER 

Dr. Khan Chand Dev, S e c r e t a r y , N a t i o n a l 

Medical C o l l e g e , Lahore , bias sent t h e f o l l o w i n g t a l ^ g r a a 

to t h e Nabha A d m i n i s t r a t o r : -

0 n b e h a l f of N a t i o n a l Medical C o l l e g e r e q u e s t 

p e r m i s s i o n io dozen ambulinca m^n under q u a l i f i e d 

d o c t o r to render a id t o wound-d a t J a i t o . In a n t i c i 

p a t i o n of 7>e m i s s i o n md to aave t ime t h e p a r t y I s l e a v t n 

t o n i g h t 

•HAHt'JI JATHA 

TT, 'GR TO TIC SHOT 

v The f o l owing t e l o g r m a* sent by Sirdar 

Guruba^iish S*ngh,M.L.C. t o the V ic >roy, De lh i , Governor, 

^ahore and Administrator Sabha at 4-40 p.m. on the 19th 

Inst ant: 

"Akhand Path r e l ; ions f r a c t i o n Sikhs d e t * r -

nined perform pious duty J a i t o In ter ference r e l i g i o u s 

r i g h t s create c r i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n . *o arbl tra ly l i m i t 

can be put for attendance Hope Government I s s u e orders 

before 2*t avert fur ther f r i c t i o n . " 
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The Tribune d a t e d February 24. 1934 , pa ge 1 . c o l . 1 - 2 . 

FILING AT JAITO 

lahorf t , Sunday, February 24 -

I t l i a s t r i k i n g col c l d e n c e t h a t on the very 

day and perhaps about t h e very t ime when the L e g i s l a t i v e 

Ag^embly was l i s t e n i n g t o ' H r . ^angach a r i a r ' s expl *n *t lo n 

of the B i l l to r e s t r i c t t h e use of f i r e arras f o r t h e 

d i a p e r s j . o f a s s e m b l i e s to r e a l l y n e c e s s a r y c V s e s , there 

happened a t a p l a c e , not f a r from t h e C a p i t a l , of I n d i a , 

one of t h o s e grim t r a g e d i e s though t h e u»e of f i r e arms, 

which, no mat er what might be t h e i r r i h t s or wrongs, 

are bound t o be u n i v e r s a l l y d e p l o r e d . We do not a t t h e 

ti me of w r i t i n g know a l l t h e fact<* of the c a s e and so 

f a r a s we do know anything about t h e *rt # # # # * ! * i n c i d e n t 

th err are c l e a r l y tw0 v ^ r s i n s which c o n f l i c t i n some 

m a t e r i a l p a r t l c XQ. ar* . But i t i s not n e c e s s a r y t o know 

more about the i n c i d e n t t h a t we do t o See t h a t i t r a i s e 

e x a c t l y t h e q u e s t i o n s which Mr. Rangachariar 1 s B i l l i s 

an attempt to s e t t l e , namely, whether f o r t h e o b j e c t 

which t h e a u t h o r i t i e s had in v iew f i r i n g w as an a two l u t e 

n e c e s s i t y , *nd whether assuming t h a t i t f a s n e c e s s i t y , 

t h e c o i t i o n s t h £ required to be f u l f i l l e d b e f o r e f i r i n g 

was r * s 0 r t e 3 to were #4Hf#t##1Mhitf s a t i s f i e d . Another 

q u e s t i o n which t h e i n c i d e n t r a i s e s i s a s i aDor tant as 

e i t h e r of t h e above two, though i t i s not touched by 

Mr. lUngac. i r i a r 1 9 3111, so f a r as once can Judge from 

h i e e x o l a n a t i o n , namely, whether assigning t h a t f i r i n g 

w«* j u s t i f i e d , s t e p s were taken to ensure i t s b e i n g 

c o n f i n e d to w i t h i n s t r i c t l y n e o e s s a r l i m i t s , so t h a t the 

c a s u a l t i e s s i g h t be no h e a v i e r than the c i r c u m s t a n c e s of 

t h e c *e made imp^r i I v e . A l l t h e s e qu s t l o n s must be 

answered \j&to?e the p ubl ic can be s a t i s f i e d that the 

de l o r a b l e t raged that h a s j u s t taken p l a c e was un-

avo idabl % 
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The t raged i t a part of t h e s t r u g g l e which 

h a t been g o i n on f o r some t ime between t h e Sikh commu

n i t y an the Government makes i t a l l t h e more n e c e s s a r y 

f o r t h e l a t t e r to l o s e no t ime not on ly in answering the* 

q u e s t i o n s by p u b l i s h i n g a l l the f a c t s of the oase - -

i t hat a lready done something i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n by i s s u 

ing a communique on which we r^Srrve our comments ----

but i n s a t i s f y i n g t . e p u b l z tb *t i t s own v r s i o n of the 

i n c i d e n t i s c o r r e c t . There i s one and but one way i n 

fcchich i t c*n do so f by ho ld ing a earch lng e n q u i r y iA-» 

t o t h « occurrence by means of a mixed committee i n 

c lud ing amongst i a members popular reprsS -*nt at i v e s i n 

t h e Assembly as w e l l at t h e Punjab Council noted for 

t h e i r p r o b i t y and t h e i r independence; and t h a t i s the 

s t e p * ich we c al l tpon th« Government with a l l the 

s t r e n g t h and e a r n e s t n e s s at our command to t a k e . Let i t 

not make tho mistac** i t h a s so o f t e n made in t h e pas t 

of proceeding on t h e assumption th it i t i s enough to 

s a t i s f y i t s e l f by a m* r* ly o f f i c i a l enquiry . That 

assumption can only m-ike as i t has i n the p a s t always 

made, i t s case worse . India may not be under r e s p o n s i 

b l e g o v e m m n t * # * e 4 i # e M*#A h*M * y e t f but she w as 

l e s s under r e s p o n s i b l e goveriment a decade and a h a l f 

ago when Lord Morley d e c l a r e d that i t was not o n l y 

p o s s i b l e but in the h i g h e s t degree exoendient f o r 

England to o b s e r v e the s p i r i t of p-trl lament ary demo-' 

c r a t i c «or*rrxn<*nt In India , even though i t s forms d id 

no t e x i s t i and inf t n i t a ; y l e s s so e ^hty ears ago 

wh^n the Court of D i r e c t o r s , the then master of t h e 
• 

Gov rnmett* o f I^dla , l a i d down the sov<*r^ign r i n c i p l e 

t h a t i t was m t enough to do j u s t i c e , but to s a t i s f y 

t h e part lee th it j u s t i c e h 1 been Lae. In t h i s mat ter 

of t YB Sikh s t r u j ln the Government . from t h e f i r s t 

d i s r e g a r d e d t h i s e lementary p r i n c i p l e of government 
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of gov- m a e n t under modern c o n d i t i o n s . Let i t n o t 

r e p e a t t h a t d i s a s t r o u s m i s t a k e i n the p r e s e n t cjiae. 

To f i r e upon a crowd and i n f l i c t c a s u a l t i e s upon i t 

to t h t e n t - f at l e a s t 1 4 k i .ed and 3 4 wo nded 

i s a much more s.-virjs t h i n g than eTen b e a t i n g non

v i o l e n t Jmt 3 to anc o:: c i o u s n a » 8 t a s was don", a t Gur i -

ka-Bagh, and t e G-ov mm ant must c l a r l y s e e i f i n i t e l y 

g r a t e r < ;er i n t h e one c a s e than in t h e o t h e r o f 
i 

l e t t i n g jndgmoat go a g a i n s t t by d e f a u l t . 

The Tribune d a t e d i n u r u a r y 24, 1 9 2 4 , T>ag ^ 3, c o l s , 2 . 3 . 4 

THE JAlTO fSAOEDY - 1 4 I I LID ASD 34 WOUNDED 

THB OFFICIAL V .5 'ON - H Of THE IHI WAS 

- . OP- ) - JATHA D TSO • . IDBR T :• 3T0P 

A n r l t s a r , Sebru ry 21 - S e n s a t i o n a l n ws 

from J a l t o ] -s r e a c h e d re ; and a repor t from a n o n -

o i k h a y e - w i t i e s s d e s c r i b e s that the Shah id i J a t h a of 

500 ^ k a i i s , which s t a r t e d o n t s 9 t h i n s t a n t , r - iChed 

b o u n d a r i e s of Nabha S t a t e a^terday JLI about 1 2 noon. 

r. ^ idwani and ^r , Zimand of t h e Sew r 0 r k Times who 

had p r o c e e d e d in a car had been s t o p p e d . Some S i ^ h o f f l * 

c* s of the S^ate met t h e J a t h a on t h e boundary of t h e 

abha S t a t » t and announc I an o r d e r p o i t i n g out t h a t 

o n l y f i f t y o f them could go %c t * GurdwaTa on g i v i n g an 

u n d e r t a k i n g t h t thgy would -«turn f o r t h w i t h a f t r t h e y 

had t>aid t h e i r r e s p e c t s . The J a t h a i s m e n t i o n * ! a s 

h a v i n g r e p l i e d t h a t i t would go to t h e G^ngaear Gurdwara 

and resume t h e Mchand ^ a t h . The J a t h a which fcixaxJc was 

f o l l o w e d by innumerable crowds s h o u t e d Sat S r i A k a l . 

and any f u r t h e r o rdors were h a r d l y a u d i b l e . The j a t h a . 

h o w e v e r , a d v a n c e d , s i n g i n g Shab ids: and huge crowds 

e a g e r l y and out of s h e e r c a r i o s i t y f o l l o w e d . Aa i t 

r e a c h e d t h e urdwara T i b i S a h i b , a s m a l l e r s h r i n e 
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s h r i n a about two f u r l o n g s from Gurdwara Grangaearf t h e 

S t a t e o f f i c e r s f o l l o w e d by sowars kppt t h * J a t h a in ch<»ck 

anc ordered t h e J at ha to r i rs, f a l l i n g which i t was 

p o i n t e d rat t h a t f i r i n g w o l i b* on en ad. 

The J a t h a i s s t a t e d to h a r e s tood unwarered 

and was, de termined to advance. 

The a y e - w i t n e s s then d p s c r i b s thit a t t h i s 

s t a g e t h e a u t h o r i t i e s opened f i r e , and t h e r e ware some 

c a s u a l t i s bo th from amongst the crowds and the «*atha 

which ad drawn i t s e l f in two l i n e s , one in f r o n t and 

a n o t h e r behind w i t h ^uru Ur-jath Sahib between t h o s e two 

rows. After a shor t whi l e when f i r i n g was s t o p p e d , t h e 

°ath.a. p e o p l e l i f t e d t h e i r k i l l e d and wounded companions 

and advanced. The e y e - w i t n e s s s a y s t h a t f i r i n g was 

opened second t ime . k% t h i s point the crowd s topped; but 

t h e jatha. ad vane • ; *nd th er e we r^ a few more c a s u a l t i s, 

and as the ^atha r iched tha p o l i c o corden f i r i n g was 

s t o p p e d . The e y ^ - w i t n e « s " ©turned at akout 4-30 p.m. and 

didm t n o t i e e a n y t h i n g f u r t h e r . 

AMlHiC'H JOURNAL I S 1 5 V2SSI0N 

TIES OPENED OHLI ONCE. 
• 

A m r i t s a r f ?eb . 21 • Noth ing f u r t h e r i s h *ard 

about t h e happening at J a i t o , r. Zamand r e p r ^ a e n t a t i r e 

o f t h e "B#w T 0 rk Tiems* f who re turns h e r ^ today , does not 

a g r e e w i t h the v e r s i o n o f t h e n o n - S i k h e y e w i t n e s s wired 

t h i s a f t rno on. He Sa a t h a t as so >n aa he had re ched 

t h e s a b h a t e r r i t o r y , an o f f i c i a l o f t h e S t a t e had 

informed Dr. X l t c h l e w t h a t they c o u l d n o t e n t e r the 

S t a t e boundary .^r . Zlmand at once g o t out of t h ^ e a r , 

s t a t i n g t h a t h e wa* n o t prepared to d i s r < # p e c t o r 

d i s o b e y t h e l a t a and o r d e r s of any ov rnment. A t a 

m a t t e r of f a c t , he was t Leave f o r ^eshawar t h e day 
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he lef t for Jaito on the advice of cert n friends. He 

says that he *as roost courteot*ly treated by a Sikh 

off icial of the State t who arranged for hie convey nee 

on return. Being at a considerable distance from the 

scene of action9 he did not se^ anything. It is further 

understood that there was firing only onc^, and not 

twice aa mentioned before. At about 6 p.m. that evening, 

the Jatha *ae arrested by the State i'oli oe. 

The affair has caused concern at Amritsar 

which is apparent from the enthusiasm and excitement in 

the city. In front of theAkal Takht this mornin t t h e 

a c c o u n t of t h e o c c u r r e n c e was heard by a huge crowd 

almost in t e a r s . I t i s understood th %X p r e p a r a t i o n s are 

a f o o t to o r g a n i s e another s i m i l a r j a t h a composed of 

1000 i n s t e a d of 500 f and i t w i l l march e a r l i e r than 

p r e v i o u s l y contempla ted , l ioc tora B h a t i a , tdan, *ar tap 

S ingh , and 3%nt B % i s hare a l s o l e f t in motor caro t o 

render medica l a s s i s t a n c e t ;> th<*wo wded p e r s o n s . 

THJ OFFICIAL SM ION 

ALL»«D USE OF FIRB AH 3 BY AKALIS 

1 4 KILLED AND 34 WO IN DJSD 

S * l h i 9 February 22 • i'he f o l l o w i n g communique 

i s i s s u e d * -

Ihe r e c e n t order i s s u e d by the A d m i n i s t r a t o r 

o f ^abha Sta^e» r e g a r d i n g t h e c o n i i t ; o n s of a d m i s s i o n to 

t h e ^urdwara a t J a i t o , has ^oeen d i s r yarded by the Akal is 

i n s p i t e o f f r e q u e n t i n t i m a t i o n s ; and the j a t h a of 500 

l e f t Bargari i n thn F a r i d k o t S t a t e s h o r t l y a f t e r t h e 

no a y e s t e r d a y and advanced on J a i t o creened by a body 

o f some 6000 o t h e r A^al 9 who moved on six hundred 

ards in front in great th i,nued with lathis , chhavis 

spears and firearms. The Admin is tr-it r with five State 
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Of f i c l a w advanced about a hundred yards to meet the 

A k a l i s , ave them f u l l warnings, t h a t I f the;/ d id not 

comply with the orders he wo f̂td be compelled to open 

f i r e . This warning w*s u t t e r l y d i s r e g a r d e d by t h e A k a i i e f 

who h o t l y *±3tnu pursued t h e Admin i s tra tor and h i s p a r t y . 

At t h i s p o i n t , a ^abha v i l l a g e r r e c e i v e d a wound f r m a 

b u l l e t f i r e d by the A k a l i s . The Admin i s t ra tor gave o r d e r 

to f i r e three rouids of buck-shot a t th^ l e a d e r s who were 

w i t h i n a few y a r d s . She l i n e of A k a l i s then swered to 

t h e i r r ight where a p l a t o o n of Nabha Infantry was in 

p o s i t i o n . The order to f i r e t h r e e rounds c o n t r o l l e d 

f i r e with s e r v i c e ammunition was riven by t h e Administ 

r a t o r . The Akal is and t h e j a t h a th *n made for a smal l 

o u t l y i n g Gurdwara c a l l e d t h e T i b i S^hib; and one squadron 

of c*v±lry moved over to try and h^»ad them o f f . The 

A k a l i s at t h i s moment i n c r e a s e d tb i r f i r e and d e l i v e r e d 

a determined a t tack l e d by a mounted A a l l who ^ave 

o r d e r s in tfn^lish to h i s comrades to charge . The f i r e 

from ten dismounted caT«tlry checked the A k a l i s , but t h e 

J a t h a advanced under the T l b i Sahib. Whilst about two 

thousand A k a l i s swarmed Into the T i b i Sahib <*urdwaraf 

the remainder were a l ready moving o f f ; and the p a ? t y of 

2000 g r a d u a l l y broke Up l e a v i n g on ly 100 who are now 

under a r r e s t at J a i t o . Medical A ^ s l s t a n c ^ w*3 promptly 

rendered to the wounded. A f t e r t h e f i r i n g r. Xl tchlew 

and Prof et so r Uldwani a r r i v e d on the scene in I motor, 

and w ore tak >n into cus tody , Tota l c a « u a l t i is so f a r 
* 

a s c e r t a i n e d are fou *een dead and t h i r t y - f o u r wounded. 

The J a t h a i t s e l f *as not f i r e d on , and no member of i t 

was i n j u r e d . Great c are was taken not to i n t e r f e r e with 

t h e "Granth S^hib" which has been d e p o s i t e d w i t h d ;e 

r e s p e c t In the DharamSala. A S p e c i a l enquiry by a 

M a g i s t r a t e ha« been ordered . 

contd. 
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AH EYE-WITNfiSS'S STORY 

We have r e c e i v e d t h e f o l l o w i n g from an e y e 

w i t n e s s to the J a i t o a f f a i r : -

The J a t h a of 500 a long wi th thousands of 

p e o p l e s t a r t e d f o r J a i t o from Barg tr i at no n t p r e c e d e d 

by a motor car carry ing Dr. K l t c h l e w , Mr. Gidwani and 

an Am eric-in r e p r e s e n t at i r e of a newsp*p-r # Before e n t e r -

ing the ' a h h a t e r r i t o r y , the car s topped at t h s r e q u e s t 

of the Am e r i c i g -ntieman, so fch \ t he may take a f u l l 

v i e i of t h s advance of the J a t h a . About 50»0n0 p e o u l e , 

some of whom h i d l o n g s t i c k s in mdg were with t h e J a t h a 

a id most of tha;o w*r* l e a d i n g the Jatha,, Aft^r tak ing a 

bi i - e y s vi*w o f the Jatha le c i r went f u r t h e r , t i l l 
% 

th r e c e i v e d an order from the -abha a u t h o r i t i e s not to 
* 

enter t h o i r t e r r i t o r y . 3?hen t i i e J a t h a o v e r - t a k i n g the 

c x l e f t i t behi and went f u r t h e r . The crowd w ent 

ahe 1 and d id sot h ; *d the orders g i v e n by some m i l i t a r y 

o f f i c -ra wh^ were Englishmen. It i s l i k e l y that t h e order 

were an i t 1 ; i b l e to the p e o p l a . 

At t h i s , t h e m i l i t a r y op l ed f i r e . The t a l l 

o f t h e crowd turned h e e l s , but most of the p e o p l e ad-

vanced on wi th the J a t h a , who w e r s surrounded on a l l 

s i d e s by the p s o p l e of th * v l l l a e s , most of wham w e r e 

wearing w h i t e t u r h a a s . The f i r ag cont inued f o r 3 minutes 

n e a r l y and i n f l i c t e ' soma oas la] I s . Thsn i t c e a s e d . 

But the p e o p i s la fchoaemds went oa. Ths f i r i n g was opene 

a g a i n . But t h s poor>l^ and Jat a n ved on In s -o i te of t h e 

f i r i n g . T h i s t i n s t h e f i r i n g was mo n s r i o u s and caused 

many c a s u a l t i e s . I ffaa behind t h e advanc ing crowd. But 

the p e r s o n s who were in th t it say t h a t t h e number of 

t h e c a s u a l t i e s may bepufc. betw^sn 60 to 70 r o u g h l y . 

Deaths were ap roxima a y 1 5 or mor . 

/ f t e r t h e f i r i n g c e a s e d , t h e o a r a iry b->at 
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t h e p e o p l e . Bnl t h e J a t h a wi th 13 o r 15 thousand p e o p l e 

had g a i n e d t h e Gur iwara M b b i S a h i b . They a t t e n d e d t h 

wounded and gav^ thorn water to d r i n k . :rh«y * i t h a good 

d e a l of d i f f i c u l t y managed to c a r r y a c a r t l o a d of 

r a t i n e . But a l l o t h a r c a r t a c a r r y i n g l u g g a g e and t e n t s , 

e t c . , w r e s e i z e d bythe p o l i c e and the m i l i t a r y . A f t e r 

d i s p e r s i n g the crowd, t h e m i l i t a r y t u r n e d t h ei r a t t e n 

t i o n t o t h e J a t h a i t s e l f . I t i3 s a i d by t ; ie p x> l e on 

the Spot t h a t they e r e bea ten w i t h t h e s t i c k s -no'anted 

w i t h p i k e s and they t i e d hand id f o o t and l o a d e d i to 

b u l l o c k c a r t s *nd c a r r i e d aw a . >/ use of t h e w e l l s 

wa* a l so p r o h i b i t e d . Th^n t h e p o l i c > asked t h e p e o p l e 

n t h e T i b b i Gmrdwara to go aw r. I t cannot be a *id 

what f a t e they met . 

>r. Kit chi ew1* motor car was behind in t h e 

F^r ld :o te t e r r i t o r y i t t •» t i i • of f i r i n g . But new a 

come tL*t a l t e r th n f i r i n g waa v r t th o p a r t y r e c h e d 

t h e s p o t . in is iv -n ou t a s wel l t h * t idr# Gr idwan iand 

L r . K i t c h l u w w^re a f t e r w a r d s a r r e s t ? ! . I was w i t h t h e 

J a t h a t i n t h e f i r i n g s t o p p e d , nd w*3 a l l alon.^ watch ing 

t h e e v e n t s from b e h i n d . 

The T r i b u n e d a t e d * ^brua 1924 C o l * 3 

H AIT'J AFFAIR 

I t must be cl *ar lo Government t h a t t h e 

J a i t u a f f a i r h a s caused t h e g r e - . t e s t s e n s a t i o n in t h * 

c o u n t r y , >md t h a t t h e S ikh community In p a r t i c u l a r la 

daex>iy s t i r r e d o v e r i t . According t o the Amri t a a r 

c o r r e s p o n d e n t of t h e C i v i l and M i l i t a r y &az*t e " t ha 

hapoen inga a t J a i t o h a v e •roused * g r e a t d e a l of i n d i g 

n a t i o n *ao;\g t h e A l sa l i s " and t h e e x c i t e m e n t t o o k t h * 

form of f ,half a dozen publ ic m e e t i n g s • w i t h i n a few 
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h o u r s a f t e r r e c e i p t of t h e n e w s . Oar own i n f o r m a t i o n 

i a s u b s t a n t i a l l y s i m i l a r , and t h e Sane , a 3 f a r a9 we 

h a v e b e e n a b l e t o g a t h e r , i s t h e c a s e w h e r e v e r t h e r e i s 

a s t r o , S i k h M/im u n i t y . The con r u n i que l s u e d by 

t h e G o v e r n m e n t o f I n d i a , n d o u b t on i n f o n n a t i o r e c e i 

v e d from t h e Nabha a u t h o r i t i e s , so f a r from a l l a y i n g t h e 

f e e l i n g of i n d i g n a t i o n and b i t t e r n e s s h a s c o n s i d e r a b l y 

ace n t u a t e d i t . I t i s s t o u t l y d * n i o d t h a t t h e crowd 

was a rmed w i t h f i r e a r m s o r t h a t any member of t h e crowd 

f i r e a a b u l l e t w h i c h wo u ided a tbha v i l l a g e r , o r 

f i n a l l y t h a t a s u b s e q u e n t atag*> t h e A l a l i a i n c r e a s e d 

t h e i r f i r e and made a d e t e r m i n e ! a t t - a c k upon t h e S t a t e 

o f f i c i a l s and t h 0 S t a t e f o r c e s . As many a s f o u r e y e -

w i t n t s s e s s a ^ a u d i t M a l a v i y a w h i l e h e was a t L a h o r e 

and. we kAo* from h i S p e e c h a t t h i nd U Conf a r ^ n c e t h a t 

t h e y 11 Svo r e b e f o r e hi jn t h a t t h e r e had been no f i r i n g 

on t h * p a r t o f t h e A k a l i s . The s -ea a s t a t e m e n t i s empha-

t i o a l l y r e p e a t e d by S a r d a r G u l a b S i n g h , U . L . A . , who 

c h a r n c t e r s i s e s th a t a t e r n ^ n t in t h e o f f i c i a l communique 

a s " a b s o l i 1 f a l t e " and s a y s t h a t " a s u f f i c i e n t 

number of r e s p e c t a b l e w i t n - s e e s w i l l be f o r t h c o m i n g t o 

e x p o s e t h e s t a t e m e n t . " I f a n i n d e p e n d e n t en qur y i s h e l d . 

A i l t h e s e c i r c u i t i i o s , c o u o l e d w i t h t h e e x t r e m e 

s e r i o u s n e s s of t h e t r a g e d y i t s e l f . Bake i t a b s o l u t e l y 

i m p e r a t i v on t h e r>a r t o f t h e G o v e r n m e n t t o h o l d an 

i m m e d i a t e e n q u i r y i n t o t h e m a t t e r by means 6f an 

i n d e p e n d e n t c o m m i t t e e i n c l u d i n g a s u b s t a n t i a l n u m b e r f 

p o p u l a r r ^ p r e s ^ n t a t i v e s who e n j o y t h e c o n f i d e n c e of t h e 

p u b l i c g e n e r a l l y and t h e S i k h communi ty in p a r t i c u l a r . * 

9 do h o p e no t i m e w i n be l o s t i n ap 1 in t i n g s u c h a 

comm i t &e e. 

I H 3 NABHA AUTHo IT I 3« JBL UNI) BE 

On o n e p o i n t even t h e C i v i l a n i M i l i t a r y 
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^ a s e t t a f e e l s c o n s t r a i n e d to eondomn th *6 t i nno f t h e 

Babha a u t h o r i t i e s , tho ugh i n i t s own w -. H/>fe*rin.<* to 

t h e e x c i s i o n of -.it. Zini.md from t h e ffebh* t e r r i t o r y , 

t h e tfazette wri o H 
* 

••from a j o u r n a l i s t i c n o i n t of v iew and -nosa ib ly 

an I m p e r i a l s t a n d p o i n t i t i s r a t h e r u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t 

Mr, Zim and s h o u l d haT » been -orsven tod from r e a c h i n g 

J a i t o f f o r he r e p r e s e n t s an i n d e p e n d e n t Ameri an news

p a p e r of s t a n d i n g a s opposed t o t h e 'Ye" low A r e a s ' 

which p u b l i s h e s t h e most g a r b l e d r e p o r t s of I n i i * n t o p i c s 

g e n e a l l y u n r e l i a b l e and o f t e n a b s o l u t e l y u n t r u e , 

of c o u r o e t h e G a z e t t e adds in t h e Same b r e a t h th i t 

• t h e a c t i o n of t h e *l abha a u o h o r i t i e i n r e q u e s t i n g him 

n o t to eno r i s e x c u s a b l e en ugh i n v iew of t h e n a t u m 

of h i s c o m p a n i o n s , 1 Bu t t h i s l e n e i t h e r l o g i c n o r 

commons enae , but i s m e r e l y a ch ar »ct * r s t i c . i n g a t 

two of t h e most r e s p e c t e d nu-n in t h o n a t i o n a l movement. 

As r e g a r d t h e a c t i o n i t i f , ' t h e j o u r n a l h a s only t o 
r e e d S . r d a r O u l a b S : z ^ h ! s s t a t e m e n t t o know what 

i n t e r o r e t a o i o n i s b e i n g p u t u->on i t hy t h i l ^ v i t a l l y 

co nce rned , 

A CIHIOUS BAT'LEJ 

I t i s amus ing , i n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n f t o 

n o t i c e t h e - p e r s i s t mc/ w i t h which t h e G a z e t t e h*a been 

e s c r i b i n g r,he n c i d e n t at J a i t o a s a b a t t l e . The most 

wonde r fu l t h i n g i s t h a t n e i t h t e r t h e G a z e t t e n o r any 

one f i s ? h a s so f a r t o l d US what w e r e t h e c a s u a l t i e s on 

t h e o t h e r 3 i d e i n t h i s b a t t l e ^ Th** m u s t , I n d e e d , be 

T o r y c u r i o u s b a t t l e In which in s r> l t e of " f i r e " and 

" i n c r e a ^ i f iBe M a n d "a d e t e r m i n e d a t t a c k " made by one 

i d e on t h e o t h e r , a l l t i le castflLani«* a r e on t h i d e 

f t h e f o r m e r . We c o n f e s s we h a r e n e v e r y e t r e *d o r 

i • 

h e a r d of any such b a t t l e 
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The Tribune da ted February 28 . 1 9 2 4 , page 1 . c ^ . 1 ^ 2 , 

JAITO IN THE AS SIMPLY 

We have no h e s i t a t i o n In s a y i n g that p u b l i c 

o p i n i o n a l l o t a r t h i country w i l l s t r o n g l y d e p r e c a t e 

t h e a c t i o n of the r e s i d e n t o f t h e L e g i s l a t l v Assembly 

i n d i s a l l o w i n g P a n d i t Malaviya 1 s motion f o r adjourn* 

n e n t of t h e Ho^&e to d i s c u s s the o c c u r r e n c e o f the 

2 1 s t I n s t a n t at J a i t o . The d e c i s i o n would have been 

r e g r e t t a b l e from ev rypo int of v i e s even i f the a u t h o 

r i t y of t h e r u l e s qu) ted by the p r e s i d e n t in support of 

11 h al been c l ear f though , of c o u r s e , in that c a * e he 

would hare had no c h o i c e In t h e * t t e r . But ae b a n d i t 

Malaviya p o i n t e d out with conv inc ing f o r c e , t h e nr es m t 

case was e a s i l y dl 9t i n g u l a h a b l e from t h o s e contemplated 

In the r u l e s . The t e r r i t o r y in which t h o i n c i d e n t 

occurred was undoubtedly an I n dian S t a t e t e r r i t o r y , but 

t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n w a s whol y B r i t i s h and was c a r r i e d on 

In t h e name and on behalf of the Government of I n d i a , 

When such an a d m i n i s t r a t i o n makes i t s e l f r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 

an i n c i d e n t which d e e p l y s t i r s the h e a r t of the whole 

c o u n t r y every c o n s i d e r a t i o n of l o g i c , of exped iency and 

f a i r n e s s , of commonsesnse I t s e l f demands t h a t i t s h o u l d 
* 

come under t h e purview of the L e g i s l a t u r e . But t h e c a s e 

i s even s t r o n g e r than t h a t . As Pandi t Malav iya p o i n t e d 

o u t I t was not mere ly t h a t the Government of I n ^ i * as 

whol ly r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of t h e S t a t e , 
i 

but t h e p e r s o n s who i n t h i s c a s e had been e i t h e r k i l l e d 
4 

o r wounded as t h e r e s u l t of t h e f i r i n g r e s o r t e d to under 

the o r d e r s of t h e A d m i n i s t r a t e were a l l His Maj * t y ' s 

s u b j e c t s . Sut) 0 96 f o r an i n s t a n c e such an i n c i d e n t 

had taken p l a c e no t wi fein t h e t e r r i t o r y of an t n d i an 

S t a t e but in an a b s o l u t e l y f o r e i g n and independent 
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country. Does any one r e a l l y b e l i e w e that the Ind ian 

L e g i s l a t u r e could have remain! unconcerned In regard to 

It? H0w much unreasonable i s i t to ask i t to remain 

unc oncerned when the in ci lent a c t u a l l y happened wi th in a 

t e r r i t o y r which i s I n dian in ev ry sense of the term 

and which id adminis tered for the mom en t by t h e Governm»n 

of India i t s l e f . which I t I s the ch ie f b u s i n e s s of the 

Indian L e g i s l a t u r e to i n f l u e n c e ! If the ru l e s d id rea l l y 

prec lude a d i s c u s s i o n of such % matter by the L e g i s l a -
a 

ture e l t h a r in the way proposed byPandit Malaviya or in 

the ordinary way by me ins of a r e s o l u t i o n , ev*r r ight 

th inking pwson would agree wi th M r . J^ngac ar tar that 

t h e y should at once be modif ied. But e do n i t b e l i e v e 

for one moment that i t co Id hare been the I n t e n t i o n 

of t h e r u l e s to p r e c l uie the d i s c u s s i o n of such a matter . 

The ^ r e s i d e n t asked Mr, Rangachariar what he wo ild have 

done i f he had been in the cha ir . We do n->t th ink there 

can be any reasonabl a doubt on th*t p o i n t . The very 

q u e s t i o n Ixaa be put to the Pres ident showed that he 

would have al lowed the motion. 

But i f puhl I c opin io n wil s t r o n g l y depre

c a t e the a c t i o n of the ^ r ^ l d e n t . I t w i l l condekn f a r 

more s trongly the a t t i t u d e ta<en up by the Homa Member. 

I t was at h i s i n s t a n c e apparent ly t h a t t h e ?r s i d e n t took 

t h e a c t i o n he d i d , and whi le that a c t i o n wo Hi be 

g e n e r a l l y regarded on ly as a grave error of judgment, 

the only impress ion created by the Home Memb r1 s 

i n t e r v e n t i o n w i n be that he and t h e Go '*rnm*nt of which 

he was t h e spokesman were anxio * that t h i s matter shoul( 

not be d i s c u s s e d in the H 0use f and S i r Malcolm Hai l ay 

Is too shrewd a man to have any doubt as to the 

i n t e r f e r e n e that w i l l be i n e v i t a b l y drawn from t h i s 

supposed a n x i e t y . A wise and s t a t e s m a n l i k e Government, 
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• o f a r from n l a c i n g an o b s t a c l e in the path of such 

a d i s c u s s i o n , would have welcomed i t , i f only because 

i t would have afforded i t an e x c e l l e n t opportuni ty of 

a l l a y i n g the f e e l i n g of ind ignat ion that the inc ident has 

undo btedly created i n the pub l i c mind. That f e e l i n g i s 

e i t h e r j u s t i f i e d or not . If i t i s , not j u s t i f i e d and i s 

due t o an iginorance of what took p l a c e , the Government 

has only to make f u l l statement of a l l the f a c t s of 

the case to a l l a y i t . I f , on the o t h e r hand, i t i 

j u s t i f i e d , a l l that the Government has to do, and t h i s i 

what a wise Government would do a t one?, i s to mike a 

p u b l i c d e c l a r a t i o n of i t s det eiminat io n to hold an 

immediate enquiry i n t o the matter ani. do the f u l l e s t 

J u s t i c e . Pa d i t ^ a l a v i y a wo ULd probably have asked f o r 

an independent Committee of Enquiry. What the Government 

of India o \g ht e s r l y to have done was to hav* immediately 

acceded to the request or even a n t i c i p a t e d i t by announ

cing the appointment of such a Committee i t s l >f# In

s t ead of f o l l o w i n g t h i s w i s e and commonse*ne c o i r e e , what 

S i r Maloolm H a i l e y did wai to eeek to shut out a l l 

d i s c u s s i o n of t h i s subject on the t - c h n i c a l and c e r t a i n l y 

qu gt l ovab le ground that such a d i s c u s s i o n was not p e r -

m i s e b l e under the r u l e s . A s i f a mere t e c h n i c a l 

adherence to supposed ru l e s was ev -xything and the 

p a c i f i c a t i o n of a p e o p l e n o t h i n g . As i f . moreover, to 

hut o ut a d i s c u s s i o n in the L e g i s l a t u r e was t h e same 

thing as to prevent t h a t d i s c u s s i o n ev^rytrhere e l s e , in 

the p r e s s , on the platform and in t h e market p l a c e and 

was n o t , indeed, the beat means of s t i m u l a t i n g such 

d i s c u s s i o n in a l l l i k e l y and unlke ly p l a c e s ] f a t the e 

ever f o l l y l i k e t h i s ? 

Now that the P r e s i d e n t has given h i s ru l ing 

we th ink the L e g i s l a t u r e as a body i s c l e a r l y out of i t , 

u n l e s s , of course , means can be found by a r e s o l u t i o n to 

d i s c u s s the P r e s i d e n t ' • ru l ing i t . e i f 0 r t h e r u l e can 
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be modif ied immediately to make the d i s c u s s i o n p o s s i b l e 

w i th in a reasonably sho rt time. But th is ought not to 
• 

f i n i s h the b u s i n e s s o f the Leg*l t o r s ehtemselv s i n t h i s 
* 

v i t a l l y important mat ter . r%ndtt M^iaviya Barked h i s 

p o t e s t a g a i n s t the act ion of the Pres ident by l e a v i n g the 

Council Chamber accompanied by a number of o t h e r s . . 

This form of prot st i s p e r f e c t l y j u s t i f i a b l e and i s 

f a m i l i a r enoughf but I t does not l ead to an important 

r e s u l t un le s s efSfc^tfiv ••>#### i t is f o l l o w e d up by oth r 

and more e f f e c t i v e a c t i o n . that t h i s a c t i o n should be 

i t i s f o r them to determine , but we are sure they w i l l 
% 

n o t , a s they can o t , l e t the matter drop. Once aga n has 

t h e whole quest ion f the r i : h t s of tha people come to 

t h e fore i n the most unpleasnt form in which i t could 

p o s s i b l y a r i s e , a form which b > *rs a s trong resemblance 

to that i i which i t a r o s e on the morrow of Martial Law. 

Once again has an assembly, which according to the 

v e r s i o n of n o n - o f f i c a l e y e - w i t n e s s e s was peacef H and 

n o n - v i o l e n t , been f i r e d upon in c ircumstances when, again 

iccord.ing to that v e r s i o n , there was no J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

whatever f o r r e s o r t i n g to f i r i n g . The f a c t that there i s 

another and a t o t a l l y d i f f e r e n t v e r s i o n which r e p r e s e n t s 

t h e crowd not only as having been v i o l e n t but as havi g 

been a c t u a l l y t h e f i r s t to open f i r e makes no d i f f e r e n c e 

to the general p o s i t i o n . I t shows a l l the more c l e a r l 

the impeat ire n e c e s s i t y both of f i n d i n g out the t ruth 

by an independent and a b s o l u t e l y i m p a r t i a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

and of an a u t h o r i t a t i v e d e c l a r a t i o n of the r i g h t s of 

both the p e o p l e and t h e Government. I t i s the c l e a r duty 

of L e g i s l a t o r s and of t h e p t f c l l c g e n e r a l l y to r e s o r t to 
/ 

every c o n s t i t u t i o n a l means in th ir po *er to secure 

both t h e s e o b j e c t s . 
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The Tribune dytad i ^ b r u i ? 

THE JAITO AFFAIR 

I f t h a c t i o n of the r e s i d e n t of the L e g i s 

l a t i v e Assembly in d i s a l l o w i n g t h e mot ion f o r a d j o u r n 

ment of t h e I ^ u s e to d i s c u s s tha occurenc s of t h e 

2 l s t i n s t a n t at J a i t o was a grave e r r o r of Judgm «ntt the 

r u l i n g of the P r e s i d e n t of t h e Punjab L A g i s l a & l v - Council 

d i s a l l o w i n g S a rdar Jodh Singh1 s mot ion on Tuesday 

w^s even more i n d e f e n s i b l e . While Pandit * a l a v i y a f s 

motion w as p r i m a r i l y and p r i n c i p a l l y one f o r t h e i s -

c u s g i o n o f t h e concurrences at J a i t o , Sard *r Jodh S j n ^ i ' i 

mot ion did not aim at d i s c u s s i n g t h e J a i t o a f f a i r a t a l l 

but s imply t h * s i t u a t i o n crea ted i n t h e B r i t i s h Punjab 

as t h e r e s u l t o f t h e s h o o t i n g of a l a r g e number of Akal i s 

( B r i t i s h s u b j e c t s ) at J a i t o . I t must be o b v i o u s to 

every d i s p a s s i o n a t e mind that t h e m o t i o n , as i t was 

worded, d i d not attempt to r * i s e a d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e 

a f f a i r s of an I n d i a n S t a t e , eren though th*t S t a t e be 

not under t h e r u l e of an Indian P r i n c e , but under t h e 

d i r e c t c o n t r o l and management of . the Gov*rnm«nt of Ind ia . 

A l l t h a t i t purported t o do was to d i s c u S s t h e 
t h e B r i t i s h Punjab by the s h o o t i n g of 

a t i o n crated i n ^ c e r t a i n B r i t i s h s u b j e c t s of t h e 

i t u -

punjab at a p l a c e which was de jur e a p a r t o f t h e 

t e r r i t o r y of an Ind ian S t a t e but de f a c t o a p a r t of 
* 

the t e r r i t o r y a d m i n i s t e r e d by the B r i t i s h Government. 

I t was c l e a r l y s t a t e d by Sardar Jodh Sfngh and S a i d a r 

Narain S^ngh whohad g i v e n n o t i c e of t h e mot ions t h a t thgpr 

d i d not want to d i s c u s s t h e f i r i n g at J a i t o , but merely 

t h e s i t u a t i o n c r e a t e d by i t in the B r i t i s h Punjab, and 

y e t t h e P r e s i d e n t by a p i e c e of r e a s o n i n g which I s as 

f a r f e t c h e d as i t i s f a n t a s t i c , a r r i v e d at t h e 

c o n c l u s i o n , t h a t h e must r u l e i t out of o r d e r . A f t e r 

s t a t i n g that the r\JLes do n >t permit i s c u s s l o n of t h e 

a f f a i r s of I n d i a n S t a t e s , t h e P r e s i d e n t ^oes on to say: - i 
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"It has to be cons idered , there ore , how the 

d i s c u s s i o n which i t i s propose to r a i s e c*n be carr ied 

out without i n f r i n g i n g the r u l e s , and I asked the 

Hon'ble membors to giv e me an o u t l i n e how they proposed 

to c cnduct the d i s c u s s i o n . Their reply centre* on the 

a c t i o n pact and fu ture of the Punjab Government in 

r e s p e c t of J a t h a s , what Governs >nt w i l l do to ease the 

e x i s t i n g s i t u a t i o n and t h e i r f ear that i f nothing i i 

done c e r t a i n events may be repeated . Such m a t t e r s , i n 

•o f a r as d i s c u s s i o n thereon night remain in order , 

m erei d e a l , i t seems to me, with one aspect of t h e 

quest ion ra i sed by the pro osed motion; and t h e more I 

have considered t h e s u b j e c t , the more I f e e l that t h e 

r al s i t u a t i o n in the unjab which i t i s proposed to 

d i s c u s s ie something qu i t e exceeding the l i m i t s which 

t h e Hon'ble members w0uld. have to observe during the 

debate they pro o»e to r a i s e , " 

In o t h e r words the ru l ing of the P r e s i d e n t 

cnm es to thi «# If you attempt to d i s c u s s the whole matter 

the motion must be d i sa l l owed under t h e r u l e s ; i f , on 

the oth«r hand, you conform to th*» rul »s and n*r ow down 

t h e scope of your motion, the d i s c u s s i o n t i l l , i n that 

case be merely " f r a c t i o n a l " and the "whdle s i t u a t i o n * 

cannot be d i s c u s s e d in any manner approaching complete

n e s s . * Brgo, t h e motion cannot be a l lowed in any form 

whatever. A more unjust and i n d e f e n s i b l e r u l i n g i t i s 

d f f i c u i t to i m ^ i n e . 

i 
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T h e T r i b u n e d a t e d l /nrch 2 . 1924» p i g s 9 . c o l . 3 ^ 

JAITO THAO.EDT 

CONDEMNATION BY DELHI MEETI TO 

LORD OLIVER1S ST AT K M T - MR, MOHDMFS 3TR0NG- SPEECH 

D e l h l , F e b r u a r y 28 - A l a r g e i t t e n d e d p u b l i c 

• e a t i n g of t h e c i t i s e n s of D e l h i as h e l d l a s t e v e n i n g 

a t t h e P a t a u d l h o u s e to -oro a t a g a i n s t t h e a c t i o n of 

Government a t J a l t o and d e p l o r e t h e l o s e of s e v e r a l 

l i v e * . B e s i d e s A l l b r o t h e r s *nd s e v e r a l Members of t h e 

C e n t r a l L e g i s l a t u r e I n c l u d i n g P a n d i t s Mot i L a i Hehru , 

Madan M0han M a l a v i y a and K r i s h n a Kant h a l a v l y a and 

M e s s r s K a r a n d i k a r , * 4 1 k a r , Shamukh in C h a t t y and Maungkin 

w e r e p r e s e n t , Moulana Shauka t A n p r e s i d e d . Almost a l l 

t h e s p e a k e r s S a i d t h a t r e a l f * c t s had no t been d i s c l o s e d . 

Tjx« mee t ing p a s s e d t h e f o l l o w i .g r e s o l u t i o n s u n a n i m o u s l y : 

(1) This public meeting of the representatives 

of all sections of the Indian Communit - present in Dalhi 

places on record i ts abhor ence of the action of th? au-

thorlties in sanctioning Indiscriminate and ruthless 

firing at Jalto on the unarmed and nonviolent A kalis and 

lthe spectators r>res*nt which resulted in haav / casual-

ties and injuries to unoffending men and women. 

(2) In view of the fact that the Akal i ^athas 

have hitherto faithfully adhered to the vow of non

violence even under most trying codlti as, his meeting 

doe* not believe the allegation that the Avails were 

armed with ohhavls, apears and fire arms and be gzn 

firing. If the Government p*r9i^ts in making assertion 

to the contrary, it should give necessary faci l i t ies to 

a committee of iddependent gentlemen to investigate the 

whole t ragady#B^HB|j^|^|^9^H^|^^^H9H^I^IHH 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ M ^ 
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( 3 ) T h i s me t ing p l a c e * on record i t s empha

t i c o p i n i o n t h a t a l l r e s t r i c t i o n • imposed on the Akali • 

p r o c e e d i n g t o the Cangasar Gurdwara at J a i t o , t o comp

l e t e and carry on t h e Akh and Path of t h e Or snth s * h l b , 

a r e unprecendent ed and u n j u s t i f i e d . The A k a l i s h a r e * 

r i g h t to carry on without any h i n d r a n c e so l o n g a* they 

do n*t commit any o f f e n c e . 

M*. MOHAMMAD ALI 

Moulana Uohamd All was the p r i n c i p a l s p e a k e r 

who said th&t t h e i n c i d e n t s such as that t r a g i c a l l y 

enacted so r e c - n t l y at J a i t o , o c c a s i o n no s u r p r i s e to 

him. L i k e S ikhs he "belonged to a corn-nun i t th 4 had 

o f t e n been r^-orochad f o r i t s extreme l o y a l t y t o t h e 

Government and he would l i k e to t e l l t h o s e , who had e x 

p e c t e d from t h e Government anything o ther than what had 

o n c e more happened now i n the P u n j i b , t h a t he had not 

so v^rym*ny yo r s igo shared t h e i r e x p e c t a t i o n ? a* one 

member of a community who3e l o y a l t y bordered on sycopha-

ncy# But e v e n t s in the Punja in 1919 had cured him a l l 

of such v a i n d e l u s i o n s , and now he expec ted from t h e 

Government n o t h i n g b e t t e r than a r e p e t i t i o n of J a l i i an-

wal a baghs and J a i t o c , and s i n c e he was not d i s a p p o i n t e d , 

he had no c o m p l a i n t s to make of t h e r e c e n t a c t i o n o f t h e 

Government. In no o t h e r country in the world d i d t h e 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n show such u t t e r i i sret f *d of t h * s a n c t ; t 

of human l i f e on the l e a * t prov> c a t i o n . Those i n a u t h o r ! 

- t y r e s t o r e d to the use of f i r e arms and r u t h l e s s l y s h o t 

down unarmed crowds. l ^ n i f ev r j word >f the o f f i c i a l , 

r e p o r t o f the happenings at J a i t o wo I d be taken to be 

t r u f , and ther* w s no chance of any tody be ing p e r 

m i t t e d by the Gov ernin ent to ho ld an independent enquiry 

i n t o them, sveft i n that c a s e then* was no J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

f o r f i r i n g on t h e J a t h a or on tha crowds , £ it why need 
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(xOTtmient l a b o u r to prora t h a t t h e crowd had t i c k s 

and chhav l s a t e . Tha speaker a»kad whether t h e r e 

p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e Government a t J a i t o would h a v e p e r 

m i t t e d the J u t h a or crowd to proceed to the Gurdwara 

e v e n i f th^re ware no s t i c k s and no c h h a v i s and would h e 

not h a v e orderad f i r i n g then j u s t t h e Same i f they 

had p e r s i s t e d in advancing? He d i d not f o r a moment 
* 

b e l i e v e t h a t the j a t h a or t h e crowd had used any v i o l e n c e 

r were armed w i t h a n y t h i n g a© dangerous as to c a u i e 

g e n u i n e appr h9ns ions of v i o l e n c e on t h e i r p a r t and t h e 

whole t h i a g seemed to be a poor analogy f o r reasona 

j u s t i f y i n g t h e opening f̂ a f i a on a p e a c e f u l hut 

d e t rmined Set of brav e p a o p l a . / Ef the S i k h s , many of 

whom had served t h e iovarnment in i t s w a l l - t r a i n e d armyf 

d i d u s e f i r e arms, sfct how w a s i t t h a t tha A m i n i s t r a t o r 

h i m s e l f escaped even at such c l o s e q u a r t e r s and t r o o p s 

did not rec ve a scratch? Why was i t reaerved f o r an 

u n o f f i n d i n g Nabha v i l l a g e r , h i m s e l f pobably a Sikh 

and an Akali t o r e c e i v e the on ly b u l l e t ? 

LOAD OLIVER'S SlA^BMB^T 

The i n c i d e n t a t *Tait s i g n f i c a n t l y o c c u r r e d 

j u s t when the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e was n u r s i n g and r s -

t o r l n h i s throat at the s e a s i d e b e f o r e h e made h i s 

p o r t e n t o u s pronouncement on the c nst i t ut i o i a l Reforme 

a f t e r the Governments d e c i s i v e defe - i t i n the Agsembly. 
* 

The speaker ea*d that hehad j u s t re±d tha Rauter 1 a 

sumitac of Lord O l i v e r ' s spe**h -ml i f t h i s was a l l th i t 

the Fabian 3 e c r e t - . r y of S t * t e had t o *s& t o I n d i a on t h i e 

c r i t i c a l o c c a s i o n he nead not have wa i t ed ao l o n g to 

r e c o v e r h i s v o i c a . "Why Said t h e Maul an a" flven I with 

ny h o r r i b l e cou^h and almost c h r o n i c hoarsen s s could 

h&e s a i d something more c o n s o l l i n g to the S w a r a j i s t s 

and I n d e p e n d e n t s , not to mention t h e Moderates . For a 
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S i r e n . . o n g - Lord o i l r e r 1 * d i s c o u r s e *as t e r r i b l y 

d i s e . . . . n t ing. " 

Continuing Maulana# Mohammed A l i s a i d t h a t 

the major i ty of t h e Congressmen had kept away from the 

l e g i s l a t u r e s and the Swaraj i s t a1 m i n o r i t y of Congressmen 

too had toned down i t s demand out of d«fer«nce t o the 

extreme moderation of the Independents . But i f Lord 

O l i v e r ' s s tatement f o l l o w i n g on the J a l t o t r a g * t y was a 

response to the c o - o p e r a t i o n which t h e n a t i o n a l i s t Party 

had o f f e r e d , he f e l t s u r e th €* no s -af re spec t ing peson i n 

t h e country aouLd c o - o p e r a t e with t h e Government any 

f u r t h e r . On th© Mahatma's r e l e a s e , reminded th 1 speaker, 

h e had expressed t h * w i l l i n g n e s s of those , whom he 

r e p r e s e n t e d , to grasp the hand that would he h e l d out by 

Government f o r r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . But t h e only hand t h a t 

was so f *r v i s i b l e was t h e one t h a t liad p t a i e d the 

t r i g g e r at J a i t o and, with gre«t r e l u c t a n c e and In a l l 

h u m i l i t y , h d e c l a r e d that n e i t h e r h e , nor t h o s e wh-.m 

h e r e p r e s e n t e d , could grasp th*t hand. 

^ 
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THE JAITO T RAG £DT 

OFFICIAL HWUIHY - FINDINGS OF S. JBAL*AffT SINGH 

Delhi , March 1 2 . 

The f o l l o w i n g r.<r?ort 13 I s s u e d by S f trdar 

Baiwant Singh Bar at Law. 2.G.S.. M a g i s t r a t e f i r s t e l i t e , 

who wa« deputed to e s q t i r e into the i n c i d e n t e that took 

p l a c e t J a i t o on t h e 2 1 s t February, 1 9 2 4 -

Under the o r d e n of the l o c a l Government, 1 

have h e l d an enquiry i n t o the u n f o r t u n a t e i n c i d e n t s that 
I 

took p i 806 on tha 2 l a t of V+bTU&y, 1924 , at J a i t o in 

t h e *atfrs S t a t e in connect io .iwith t h e a r r i v a l o f the 

Shah id 1 J a t ha of 500 men with the 4 M M 4 0 M announced 

o b j e c t of resuming the ai .egad i n t e r r u p t e d "Akhand Path" 

in t h e Gurud^ara G^ngasar. I have examined so many ae 

56 w i t n e s s e s . Inc lud ing the A d m i n i s t r a t o r of t h e **abha 

S t a t e , Mr. J .Wl ion J o h n s t o n , P r e s i d e n t and two members 

o f the F aridko*.e Counci l o f ^^g^ncy, m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r s 

in charge of th^ope a t i o n s on fchit day* L t . C o l . J . C . 

Colrigtre^n, D .C # F?rozepore , L t . Col . S.G.Gregson f Super

i n t e n d e n t of P o l i c e , F Q rozepore , sev ral R a i s i s and 

v i l l a g e r s of t h e Nabha s t a e and tome Akali members of 

t h e Shah *d: J at ha. 
• 

* 

'OB.T3CT OF SHAHIDI JATHA 

Before g o i n g i n t o the e v i d e n c e g i v e n by 

w i t n e s s * * , i t may be e x p l a i n e d h *r e t h a t a batch of about 

22 A v a i l s i s b e i n g d a i l y a r r e s t e d by t h e ^abha Sta e 

a u t h o r i t i e s a t J a i t o on t h e i r way to the Gurdwara to 

resume akh and p a t h . They are usual y n o n v i o l e n t i n t h e i r 

c h a r a c t e r * But t h e d e c l a r e d o b j e c t of t h e S^ahldi J a t h a 
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as i t * nam* i n ^ l l e * , was a d i f f e r e n t on* . I t was to enter 

the fturudwarn and t o resume akhand path a t a l l c o s t s and 

n o t to s b e - p i s h i y surren e r t h e m s e l v e s l i k e o t h e r A leal i s 

t o be u s u a l l y a r r e s t e d >niy on t h e i r way t o t h e Gurud-

wara; and even i f they were once turned o u t , t h e y would 

• g a i n and again come, and i n the attempt they would even 

go to the e x t e n t of l o s i n g t h e i r l i v e s , so t h e o b j e c t 

o f the J a t h a was u n u s u a l l y s t rong and a d i f f e r e n t one . 

At l e a s t i t i s o b v i o u s enough th *t marked d i s t i n c t i o n 

d id r e a l l y e x i s t . 

From t h e e v i d e n c e on r e c o r d , i t seems t h a t 

t h e an noun com on t of the format ion of such a J a t h a was 

indeed a g r e a t neW3 f o r t h e Akal i oubl^c and f o r the ^abh 

p e o p l e . I t was an o p p o r t u n i t y for the dar ing ones to 

come to the f o r e f r o n t to g-»t t h e m s e l v e s e n l i s t e d i n the 

r a i k s of t h e J a t h a and t o do somahting p r a c t i c a l . I t was 

a l s o a welcome news f o r t h e e x t r e m i s t s e c t i o n of t h e 

C o n g r e s s , as i s shown by the pr aence of P r o f e s s o r 

OidWini and Dr. K l t c h l e w with t h e J&tha. So t h e a r r i v a l 

o f such a J a t h a n a t u r a l l y a t t r a c t Ad l a r g e crowds *t 

every h l t i n g p l a c e a l l a long t h e i r way to J a l t o . Some 

o f them brou t s w e e t s and re freshments f o r them, o t h e r s 

c i n e a* mere s p e c t a t o r s , pa id t h e i r urshan to the 

^ a t h a and w ant away, but many more .»cc ,mpan iedthem, 

encouraged them, and o p e n l y d e c l a r e d t h e i r i n t e n t i o n s 

of u s i n g f o r o e age n s t t h o s e who happen to i n t e r c e p t 

t h e onward march of t h e Shahidi . l a t h * . 

OFT EH TO THE JATHA 

A member of t h e 3h%hld J a t h a , *Jagat S i n g h , 

r e l a t e * t h e inc ent i f an ->ffer nf a s u b s i d y of 500 

mento t h e J a t h a . There i s ev idence %o show th <.t a t H a r i 

*e P v a n , D r o l i , J a t h a v i s i t e d t h e Shah Id i J a t h a , but 
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t h e y w e r e t o l d t o go away and r a p l fed t h a t t h e y would 

go away t h e n , bu t would j o i n the S h a h i d i J a t h a e i t h e r a t 

L a n d e o r # a r g * r i . I t a p p e a r * t h a t a t Land a, a l a r g e 

number of t h e D r o i i J a t h a a r r i v e d , i n c l u d i n g many who 
0 

had v i s i t e d & a r i *e P a t a n . I n a dawan h e l d t h e r e i n t h e 

e v e n i n g , a member of -Droli J a t h a i s Sa id to h a v * a d d r e s s e d 

t n e Shafcidi J a t h a , s a y i n g t h a t h e had b r o u g h t 500 men 

f o r t h e i r s a f e t y , b u t t h e 3h*bid J a t h a must a r r a n g e f o r 

t h e i r food i n t h e i r l a n g a r which was s e p a r a t e from th * 

which was t>~ovid*d f o r o r d i n a r y p e o p l e coming t o * s e t h e 

J a t h a and w h i c h h a " up t i l l t h i been e x c l u 3 i v e l y u s e d by 

t h e nambgrs of t h e S h a h i d i J a t k a . ^ c c o r i i n g l y t h e members 

of t h e Shan: i i J a t h a f e d them In t h ^ i r l a n g a ? . f u r t h e r 

thr»r i s a l s o e v i d e n t h * t on t h e i r way from B a r g a r i 

t o J a i t o t h e Ch ie f J i t h e d a r h a l t e d t h e J a t h a and a d d 

r e s s e d t h e D r o l i J a t ha t h a t t i m e f o r t h e i r work had 

come, i 'here i d e v i d e n c e t o aho" t h a t t h e S h a h i d J a t h a 

i n s t e a d of p r o c e e d i n g to Sama^sar s c c o r d i n g to t h e i r 

p u b l i s h e d pro^ramm^, weut t o L^ade v i l l a g e i n t h e Moga 

i ' ^ h s i l t o which t h e p r i n c i p a l me.moers of t h e r o l l J a t h a 

b e l o n g , a p p a r e n t l y w i t h t h e o b j e c t of o b t a i n i n g h e l p of 

a l l s o r t s from members of t h e D r o l l J a h a , 

LT. COL. COLD8*X1AUf Depu ty Commiss ione r , 

X ^ r o z o p o r e , s t a t e * t h * t he r e c e i v e d r e p o r t s from t h e 

2 * h s i i d a r of oga a f t e r t h e «*atha had l e f t i s 1 s t 

camp in t h e F.^ro 2epo m d i s t r i t , th i t D r o l i mm had l e f t 

w i t h S h a h i d i J a t h a and soma of th^ra were armed w i t h 

r e v o l v e r s . In s p i t e of t h e s t a ^ e m s n t t h a t t hey w*re 

so mixed up w i t h t h e crowd t h a t i t * as h a r d t o d i s t i n g n i s 

them from o t h e r s t h e r e i s an ove rwhe lming e v i d e n c e t o 

show t h a t t hey w^r r e a l l y t h e l e a d e r s of t h e most n o i s y # 

y e l . i u g and d i s o r d e r l y m a j o r i t y of t h a mob f o l l o w i n g t h e 

J a t h a . U l t i m a t e l y a t B a r o l i i n S ' a r i d k o t t e r r i t o r y , t h e 

l a s t h a l t i n g p l a c e of the* J a t h a , t h e number o f t h e mob 
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• w e l l e d up be tween 8 to t e n t h o u s a n d . T h e r e i s e r i d e n c e 

t o show t h *t a t ^ a r o a r i a l a r g e number of men b e l o n g i n g 

t o t h e * a b h a S t a t e w a i t e d upon t h e S h a h i d J a t h a t o 

r e a s o n w i t h thvvn and t o d i s s u a d e them from coining i n such 

l a r g e number s and l a t h a t m i l i t a r y f o r m a t i o n . L a l a I z a t 

R«-l t a meml r of t h e J a r l d k o t e C o u n c i l %n± o t h e r w i t n e s s e s 

s t a t e t h t th*> mob, a f t e r t h e y h a d l e f t B a r g a r i , armed 

t h e m s e l v e s w i t h tain baa ( c u d g e l s ) , f ' e s h l y chop ed o f f 

from a t t r e e s . 

ARRANGE K7*1 3 AT J A ITO 

w 

On t h a o t h e r s i d e t h e Nabha S t a o o f f i c i a l s 

e r a m a k i n g p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r t h e f e e a p t i o n of t h e J a t h a 

T h e i r a r r a n g e m e n t a as i s s t a t e d byMr. ' i l e o n J o h n s t o n 
* 

w e r e a l l f o r t h e c o n v e n i e n t h a n d l i n g of t h e s e 500 men 

and t h e i r " J 6 w a d a n which w e r e e x p e c t e d to be n o t more 

t h a n 200 t o 300 , s p l i t t i n g them i n t o s m a l l p a r t i e s by t h e 

u s e of b a r b e d wi -es *nd b a r r i a v s i n o r d e r to f a c i l i t a t e 

t h a i r a r e s t . y>v#n i n s p i t e of t \ Y - i r i o t s r e p o r t s which 

t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r r e c e i v e d from t i n e t o t i m e t h a t a mob 

of A l a l i a w e r e f l o c k i n g round t h e J a t h a i n l a r g e n u m b e r s , 

h e seems t o h a v a n e v * r t h o u g h t t h -t a l l t h l s m a s s of u n -

c o n t r o l e i i n d i v i d u a l s would r e a l yaccomoany t h e S h a t t d l 

J a t h a . 

) ^HTATIOtf 0? VIL-.A -iRS 

A depxrtut t ion of t h a v i l l a g e s of t h e ( i l a k a # 

Nabha) a s a b o r e m e n t i o n e d , r e q u e s t e d t h e S h a h i d l J a t h a to 

s end away t h e s e b i g c rowds and e s p e c i a l l y i r res -oonsl bl e 

) r o l i s whom t h e y f e a r e d mo3t a i d a l s o t h a t t h e y were 

welcome t o e n t e r t h e Gurudw^ra i n b i t c h e s of 50 a t a 

t i m e ; b u t a l l t h i s was to no p u r p o s e . T h e r e i s v i d e n c a 

t o show t h a t t h e m e b e r s of t h e D s p u & t i o * w e r e n o t o n l y 

r i d i c u l e d , b u t were t r e a t e d w i t h C o n s i d e r a b l e r u d « n » i 8 

by t he mob. 
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On the morning of the 21 a t , a mob of about 

10,000 Aka l i s , ranging on a f r o n t of ha l f a mi le in 

l eng th s t a r t e d from Barga r i . I t m iy be noted t h a t the 

mob was rr.et by the S t a t e o f f i c i a l s at tho c ina l l i s t r i -
a 

b u t a r y w i t h i n t h e N a b h a l a r i t o r y an a n o t i c e w r ead 

o u t t o them, a e k l n g thera n i t t o p r o c e e d in such l a r g e 

n u m b e r s , bu t t h a t t h e y shou ld com s a c c o r d i n g t o th<j 

p»*o c l a i m a t i o n i s ued , t h a t i s , 60 ^ t a t i m e f on t h e 

co d i t i o n t h a t t h e y wonl i \c >v t h e ^ a b h a t e r r i t o r y a f t e r 

t h e Akhand * a t h had f i n i s h e d . But t h e y r e f u s e d t o l i s t e n 

to them and moved on *nd n. I t may i-lso be p o i n t 1 h e r e 

t h a t iip to B a r g a r i , t h e G-ranth 8 a h i b ( S i k h s c r i p t u r e * ) 

w e r e i n f r o n t of t h e p r o c e s s i o n , b u t from B a r g a r i onwards 

i t was rentov.jd t o t h e c ^ n t r %nd t h e ba-id which had a c e -

ompemie dthein a s d i s m i s s e d . T h e r e i s e v i d e n c e t o nh-m 

t h a t t h s a r r a n g e m e n t ^a* d - u i b e r a t o l y made to p r o t e c t 

a s a c r i l r g e i n e a s e of c o n f l i c t and ohe D r o l i J a t h a 

book up on t h o i r f l a n k s . 

ARRIVAL OF JATHA 

A3 t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r n e v e r in agin-id t h a t h e 

would ev r s t a n d i n nazd of us ing t r o c p f in a r r e s t i n g 

t h e J a t h a , ha had o n l y soma v i l l a g e r s , p o l l ce, and some 

m m. of t I S t a t e i n f a n t r y w i t h hirn. i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n 

o f 20 p o l i c e men, who war a armed w i t h smooth bored g u n s , 

a l l t h e r e s t had d m g c , I t was a l i t t l e t i m e b e f o r e t h e 

J a t h a came in B i g h t t h a t o n e of t h e sowers and L • I s a t 
» 

Rail a mamb r of the Far idkot Council , warned him of 

the s-r iousnest of the s i t u a t i o n . Ha o rdar d a p l a toon 

of the S ta te I n f a n t * / to go and change t h e i r l a t h i s for 

r i f l e s . Colonel U u i r h ^ d , meanwhile a r r i v e d . The c louds 

ef Ins t and the consequent enormity of the numbers of 

r,he ob coming in advance of t he Jet ) a thus g r e a t l y 



e x c i t e d In mood, the d i s o r d e r l y Way in which they wore 

advancing and t h e b r a n d i s h i n g of a l l co r t« of weanons 

with which they w *r armed made t h e Adra in4 «t r a t o r change 

hi * former arrangements and iftauad o r d e r s to t h ^ v i l l a -
* 

g e r s to withdraw from the scone, ^ e a l i s - * the s e r i o u s -

neB3 of the s i t u a t i o n . Colons? . u l rhdad ^-l«o c a l l e d in a 
* 

*qua dron of Skianara Ho 7** aid *t v loned their, on t h e 

l e f t of t h e road froa Bare r i to J a i t o , to command * more 
* 

c e n t r a l o o s i t i o n , wiiile t h e 6 ol i toona of O-urshag were 

c a l l e d c l o s e r in r - ^ e r v a . The Shahidi .Tatha was at the 

t ime t o t a l l y sc reened aid hemned in by t h ie d i s o r d e r l y 
i 

r a b b l e , who seemed t o be p repared f o r an ons l augh t , 
* 

U0» FOLLOWS ADMINISTRATOR 
* 

The A^al i mob wae a t a d i s t a n c e of about 200 

yards from the f i r s t b a r r i a * *her_ Mr. J# ^ i l e o n T0hns*an 

a long with some o t h e r S t a t e o f f i c i a l s , advanced to m**t 

th*m and w i t , o u t s t r e t c h e d arms s h o t t e d a t t h e tot> of 

h i s vo ice ask ing thorn to h a l t arid to d i s p e r s e and 

r*peat<3dly warned them of h i s bel&g o b l i g e d to op«n f i r e 

In case they r e f u s e to do so . But they d id not 1 i st >n to 

him and de f i ed him by making a wi ld d i s p l a y of t h e i r 

Tarlsius weapons and t o l d him that th 3y had come th**r* to 

d i e so much so t h a t ha had to run back to the b a r r i e r s . S: 

The mob fol lowed him racicleQsly and seems to have abso-

l u t e l y f o r g o t t e n t h e aa r . c t i ty of t h e v>ro:oSed non-v io l enc 

o b j e c t of t h e >̂h ahid J a t h a . The l e a d i n g men of the mob 

were a t a d i s t a n c e of 3 t o 10 paces from * r . J# * i l s o n 

wh) i s sued o r d e r s to the p o l i c e to f i r e . Three rounds 

c o n t r o l l e d the f i r e . 
* 

- a i NO J0SfIfI«D 

Now in ord;*r to judge whoth^r th*3 f i r i n g wag 

j u s t i f i e d o» n o t , we must r e i t e r a t e s^me of t h e even t s 
* 

a l r e a d y mentioned. The J a t h a , as u s u a l , s t a r t e d on t h e 
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i n s t r u c t i o n s o f Shr i Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee and 

had sworn t o remain n o n v i o l e n t und r c i r c u m s t a n c • of 

g r a v e s t p r o v o c a t i o n ; hut t h e i r amal mat ion w i t h t h e 

v i o l e n t J a t h a s , t h a t la t h * D r o l l J a t h a e t c . and huge 

crowd.3 armed with a l l aorta of weapons which t h e y co id 

oath h o l d of , w La c e r t a i n l y a b r e a c h of t h e p r e c e p t . 

The l o p p i n g o f f iambas from t r e e s on t h e way i s a proof 

o f t h e mob's p r e p a r a t i o n to us f c r c e i n c a s e an a t t empt 

*as made to a t o p t h w . K 1 the J a t h e d a r of t h e ShaUd 

J at ha t r i e d In e a r n e s t to send o f f t h e g a t h e r i n g crowd, 

he co iX5 1 do so by v i g o r o u s l y p p t a l i n g to t h e mob and by 

axpouading t h e s a n c t i t y of *hs m i s s i o n # ^h« wayin which 

t h e Sh aW d i J a t h a men snco uragod t h e D r o l i J a t h a men and 

o t h e r s to accompany them a c c e p t e d a l l o f f r s of s w e e t s 

from t h e n , h a d a common l a a c a r at T a r i n t a r n and ^ a r g o r i , 

d i d not cite ck them from l o p p i n g o f f t h e c u d g e l s from 

t r e e a on t h e way, a l l o w e d them to make a l l s o r t s o f n o i s e 

round th-s G-raith 3 a h l b and ch an ^ e i t h s i rw ay from Smalsar 

L a n d e I s s u f f i c i e n t l y i n c r i m i n a t i n g . 

Ui;i)JPL0HA3LS C I 101 )I SH^HIDI JATHA. 

But on t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e r e p e a t e d r e q u e s t s 

o f t h e S h a h i d i J a t h a d a r i n a sk ing them to a l l o w h i s 

J atha. t o p r o c e e d on unat tended t o ^ a i t o and a l s o h i s 

s t a t e m e n t s t h a t they had takgn t h e solemn vow o f remain ing 

non - v i o l e n t , rda and i n a c t i o n , makea one 

b e l i e v e tlmit t h i s waa mere ly a s u b t e r f u g e e s - p n c i a l l y i n 

v i « » o f h£a a c t i o n I have n o t e d above , o f c a l l i n g on t h e 

D r o l i ^auha to do t h e i r p ?c t when t h e mob was n^ar lng 

J * i i t o . T^us i t i a o b v i o u s t h a t t h e mob as a m a t t e r of 

f a c t accompanied the J a t h a with i t s c o n n i v a n c e , i f n o t 
0 

w i t h e x p r e s s e d c o n s e n t ; and so trie B e r b e r s of t h e Shahid i 

J a t h a hy t h e i r unpardonable conduct put t h e N a bha 

a u t h o r i t i e s l a such an iwkward p o s i t i o n th i» t h e y c o u l d 
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not hare s a y e d the s i t u a t i o n w i t h o u t f i r i n g on the mob. 

As a l r e a d y ehown they r i d i c u l e d and rudely t r e a t e d the 

panchayat and ke-ot on advancing towards J a i t u . They d id 

n o t care f o r anyth ing and went on with a i l t h e i r chara-

c e r t e r i s t i c rowdyism. They d e f i e d the A d m i n i s t r a t o r ani 

t h e S t a t e o f f i c i a l s and even t h r e a t e n e d him by c l o s e l y 

f o l l o w i n g him at h is h e e l s and wared t h e i r weapons i n 

a way which c l arty showed t h e i r i n t e n t i o n of break ing 

through the b a r r i e r s and making short work of a l l t h a t 

f e l l i n t h e i r way. The mob seemed to be determined in 

the c o u r s e t h e y had adopted , as i s shown by t h e i r sub-

sequent conduc t . They went on eren when they were warned 

th * they w i n be f i r e d upon. 

WHY PIRING WAS OPENED U 

The A d m i n i s t r a t o r , a f t e r do ing a l l t h a t he 

could r e a l l y do to p » c e f u l l y ward o f f t h e danger to t h e 

Gurdwarat v i l l a g e , an t h e v i l l a g e r s of J a i t u , became 

h e l p l e s s . The s i t u a t i o n In which he was thus p l a c e d 

was simr>ly h o p e l e s s and t h e o n l / s o l u t i o n to t h e impen

ding danger was to d i s p e r s e them by u s e of f o r c e . The 

e f f o r t s o f t h e o f f ! r s of t h e *ero sepor e Dl s t r i ct at 

T lwandi Bhai t o br ing them t o r e a s o n , of Fardidkot 

a u t h o r i t i e s in f o r b i d d i n g t h e i r s u b j e c t s to j o i n them, 

the w a i t i n g of panchayats ur>on theraf the o f f e r s of the 

a u t h o r i t i e s t h a t t h e y could come to the gurdwara i n 

b a t c h e s of 50 a t a t ime, and f i n a l l y t h e l o u d warnings 

o f t h e Admin e t a t o r , a r e a l l s u f f i c i e n t p r o o f s o f t h e 

c o o l headed way In which they were ha ix l l ed . But they 
• 

seemed to be bent u on what they d i i and so I t was, I 

b e l i e v e , a s an a b s o l u t e n c e s s i t y that the Administrator 

opened f i r e and tha t none too soon. 
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THE SECOND FIRING 

ETen a f t e r th i s sh ~t burst of f i r e t h e mob 

showed no s i g n s of r e t i r i n g . T^ey swerred on to t h e i r 

r i g h t and made a dash towards Tibbe S A h i b . The s i t u a t i o n 

be tog grave and c r i t i c a l , once more Mr. J . * i l s o n John

s t o n had to o r d e r the S t a t e p l a t o o n to f i r e which w XM 

a c c o r d i n g l y done . 

USE OF FIRE ARKS BY ;40B 

T h e r e I s e v i d e n c e to show that f i r e aims were 

a l s o b e i n g used by the Akal i s* s i d e . One im^nuddin, a 

r e s i d e n t of -Bubri Xhana, a v i l l a g e I n the Nabha Sta e, 

r e c e i v e d a shot under h i s i * f t t h i g h , one b u l l e t pass€& 

through t h e turban of Hasura S^ngh (W.No.13) a n o t h e r 

p i e r c e d through a door of a c a t t l e sh^d, b e l o n g i n g to a 

r e s i d e n t of J a l t u and s e v e r a l o t h e r s mis sed by the 

v a r i o u s -Br i t i sh O f f i c e r s and S irdar Bahadur S. Indar 

S 4 ngh, P r e s i d e n t o f t h e ? f t r ldkot C o r n e l l , e t c . The Akal l 

Shahld i w i t n e s s e s a l s o t e l l us about t h e u s e of A . - ^ . B . 

gun by one J a g a t Singh of t h e D r o l l J a t h a . Imraartu i in 

Hasara Sjngh andSa uiar Bahadur S a rdar Inder Sigh €* c. 

t h e witn esse above r e f e r r e d t o , were behind t h e f i r i n g 

p a r t y . So i t i s h i g h l y improbable f o r t h * s e s h o t s to hav 

come f om any o t h e r s i d e than t h e A v a i l s . There i s no 

deny ing t h e f a c t that t h e J a tha was accompanied by a 

l a g * mob under the l e a d e r s h i p o f the D r o l l Ja tha whose 

r i n g l e a d e r s were Sncha S^ngh and D u i l a S^ngh, badmas 

NUMBER OF GUNS 

But the e v i d e n c e g i v e n b e f o r e me t h a t the 

number of guns with t h e Akall s ranged from 5 to 10 or 1 2 

do *s not seem to be c o n v i n c i n g . For t h e p u r p o s e o f t h i s 

e n q u i r y , however , I t h i n k I t i s no t n e c e s s a r y f o r me to 
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da tearmine t h e e x a c t number of guns t h e Alcalis p o s s e s s e d 

o r u s e d . A l l t h a t I h a r e g o t t o d e t e r m i n e i s w h e t h e r the 

d i d u s e any f i r e a r m s . 

t h i 3 f I am 

A f t e r g i v i n g a t h o u g h t f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o 

of o p i n i o n t h a t they had a few guna and t h a t 

t h e y u s e d them a l l r i g h t a t the t i m e . 

WHO BEGAN FIRING 

As t o t h e q u e s t i o n who began t h e f i r i n g I 

c o n s i d e r t h a t w h i c h e v e r p a r t y b -g an t h e f i r i n g d o e s n o t 

m a t t e r much, a s t h e r e i s overwhelming e v i d e n c e t o show 

t h a t t h e mo b p r e p a r e d t o a c h i e v e i t s end by a l l 

p o s s i b l e means and were So c o n s t i t u t e d t h a t p r u d e n t man 

u n d e r t h e c i r c u m s t a n c >B had no o p t i o n bu t to op ^n f i r e to 

r e p e l t h e i r menacing a d v a n c e i n t h e m i l i t a r y f o r m a t i o n . 

How when t h e A)c*li mob became a b s o l u e l y v i o l e n t a s i s 

shown by t h e i r conduc t in o p e n l y exchanging s h o t s , w i t h 

t h e s t a t e f o r c e s , t h e a u t h o r i t i e s w e r e f r e e t o d e a l 
* 

with them in a way tha t moat b e f i t t e d t h e i r conduct. Had 

they d i spe r sed and r e so r t ed to t h e i r usual p acef ul 

way, the a u t h o r i t i e s who, as has been shown above, were 

i l l - p r e p a r e d fo r an o n s l a u ^ i t , would have c e r t a i n l y 

stopped f i r i n g . But the unfor tunate mob made a b a t t l e 

of the whole show. They scouted on to t h e i r r i g h t in 

f u l l force in o r d e r to capture theGurdwara Tib bi Sahib 

by a general a s s a u l t . The Adminis t ra tor once more 

observing the f r a n t i c rush of the mob to the l e f t 

ordered another t h r e e rounds of c o n t r o l l e d f i r e . 

In the meantime ^a jor Bell Kingsley, f ind ing 

t ha t a mass of Akal Is was t r y i n g to r ach t h e Tlbbl 
s 

Sahib f rem the s ide where he had taken up h i s pos i t ion 

with a p la to -m of 104th Gurkhas , f i r e d upon them. Ba 

s t a t e s t h a t h i s men were a l so exposed t o a g rea t danger 
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and some of t h e "bullets f r •in t h e Afcali * lde a c t u a l l y 

f e l l at a d i s t a n c e of a f*w paces from him. Af ter t h i s 

the mob f a l t e r e d f o r a few moments, but when they had 

once gone out of c o n t r o l , t h e r e was no rec ding back. 

They swept on f u r i o u s l y un ier the l e a d e r s h i p of Sucha 

Singh, mounted on a whi te pony w i t h a drawn sword in 

h is hand and i s s u e d orders in E n g l i s h . T h i s w*s moat 

d e s p e r a t e charge which they made. B^t Majorr Lorrimer 

and h i s ten dismounted sowars complet e l y d i s p e r s e d them 

a f t e r two short b u r s t s of f i r e . T^e Akal i s broke up 

f i n a l l y and had t o be -oursued f o r a d i s t a n c e by Colonel 

Murh sad to s t o p t h e i r rejoin ng the p a r t y that had 

reached t h e Tibbe Sahi . Ho v i o l e n c e was used in t h e i r 
• 

f i n a l d i s p e r s a l by the Sowara and i t was s trm>ly don i to 

• t l m u l a t t h e i r f l y i n g Akal • i n t o f u r t h e r e f f o r t s to 

v a n i s h . 

The s u g ; e a t i o n t h a t i t wa«ld h a v e been much 

b e t e r , h a d t h e a u t h o r i t i e s used some o t h e r f o r c e , say 

t h e u s e of l a t h i s i n s t e a d of t h e f i r i n g , la s u g g e s t e i n g 

mething which , in my o p i n i o n , c o u l d not meat t h e 

e x i g e n c i e s o f t i m e . The mob waa, a s has b e e n shown 

a l r e a d y armed w i t h a l l s o r t s of weapons i n c l u d i n g f i r e 

arms. How was i t p o s s i b l e to s t o p them by t h e u s e of a 

co rrespo ruling and r a t h e r u n s u i t a b l e u s e of a f o r c e 

l i k e t h a t o f t h e l a t h i s . I t would h a r e been s t i l l 

w o r s e and s t i l l more i m p o s s i b l e t o d i s p e r s e them i n 

t h i s wa. 

NUMBER OF CASUALTI <S 

From t h e e v i d e n c e b e f o r e me I g a t h e r t h a t 

1 4 A k a l i s were found s h o t dad and 34 wounded on t h e 

e v e n i n g f̂ t h e 2 l » t # out of whom f i v e d i e d n e x t day , 

t h e t o t a l number of c a s u a l t i e s t h u s coming up to 19 dead 

and 29 wounded in a l l , 3 ID unded w e r e brought i n from 

F e r o s e p u r by t h e p o l i c e on t h e 3rd day* 
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MINIMUM fOROB USED 

Keeping in view the c o m p a r a t i v e l y s m a l l number 

of c a s u a l t i e s o u t of such a huge carowd l e ^ d s me t o b e l l e re 

t h a t t h e f o r c e used waa mlnimoxn and t h e f i r i n g was 

c o n s i d e r a t e . My v i e w i s s t r e n g t h e n e d by t h e f a c t t h a t 

t h e p a r t y was d e l i b e r a t e l y l e f t to p r o c e e d unharmed to 

t h e Tibbe S*hlb . Had t h e S t a t e d i r e c t e d t h e i r guns to 

t h e p a l l i n q u l n c o n t a l n g t h e G ^ n t h S a M b , I t h i n k i t 

h i g h l y Improbable tlat I t co i l d h a r e r e a c h e d . T l b b e Sahib 

u n m o l e s t e d . T h i s undoubt el y showa th^t th* S ta t e o f t ' l c i a l s 

h ad no I n t e n t i o n to f i r e upon t h e S h a h i d i J a t h a i * they 

did not r e s o r t t o any v i o l e n c e . The S h a h i d i J a t h a l o s t 
* 

a few of i tw members o n l y on acco wit o f i t s be ing t h o r o 

ughly hem*n ed in and s c r e e n e d by the s tampeding mobf who 

were t r y i n g t o c a p t u r e the Gurdwara by a g e n e r a l a s s a u l t . 

MEDICAL AID TO WoUNDSD 

The e v i d e n c e of a l l the w i t n e s s e s from t h e 

A d m i n i s t r a t o r downwards i n c l u d i n g t h e Afcal J a t h a men 

and t h e m e d i c a l a t t e n d a n t s on b o t h s i d e s , shows that 

a f t e r t h e f i r i n g had c e a s e d , a l l t h e w o o d e d war e p r o p e r l y 

a t t e n d e d to by t h e d o c t o r s and t h e y were a l l conveyed 

• 

to t h e camp a f t e r t h e f i r s t a i d had been rendered t o them 

Ths s t a t e m e n t of t h e Sub A s s i s t a n t Surgeon , ^ehar S^ngh, 

who had accompanied t h e J a t h a throws s u f f i c i e n t l i g h t 

upon t h e good t r e a t m e n t t h e wounded men were meted out by 

t h e n e c e s s a r y d r e s s i n g m a t e r i a l s by t h e S t a t e a u t h o r i t i e s 

and that he was in no way r e n d e r i n g media^1 

a i d t o h i s men. N e i t h e r he nor any o f t h e i r m e d i c a l 

. -

t a f f was b e a t e n o r i l l - t r e a t e d . The a u t h o r i t i e s then 

a r r e s t e d t h e S h a h i d i J a t h a on t h e s k i r t s of t h e mound o£ 

n h i c h T i b b e S a h i b s t a n d s , but t h e y d id not touch t h o s e 

who wsrs In Immediate charge of t h e p a l a n q u i n of t h e 

So ri Sahib and request d the par ty to convey the Granth 
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S a h i b e i t h e r t o the v i l l a g e Dharmsala o r t o t h e Gurdwar*. 

t o s*ve i t from the d i s g r a c e of i t s b e i n g n l a c e d en 

unci *an ground. The p a r t y r e f u s e d a l l t e r m s , hut they 

v o l u n t a r i l y withdrew a t about 10 v.m. whan tome of the 

s e l e c t e d Sikha of the S t a t e took the Grenth S%hib t o t h e 

v i l l a g e Dhar*ms*la w i t h due r e s p e c t -aid c »remonyf 

SU ART OF ?THHNGS 

To tun up I t i s a b u n d a n t l y c l i r t h a t t h e mob 

and t h e Shahld l J a t h a d e f i e d a l l e f f o r t s on t h e p a r t o f 

t h e p e o p l e and a u t h o r i t i ea of t h e ^abha S t a t e to reason 

w i t h them and c h o s * an u n r e a s o n a b l e c o u r s e an t h a t t h e 

mob was In an e x c i s e d mood and armed w i t h a l l s o r t s ef 

weapons , i n c l u d i n g f i r * arms and wee p r e p a r e d t o s e e 

through the game, T^oy a l l to ew what the game was and 

even went t o t h e e x t e n t of I n s u l t i n g the Adrainis tr * t o r , 

and a f t e r b r a n d i s h i n g t h e weapons, t h e y a c t u a l l y used the 

f i « arms. I t v-as b u t n a t u r a l and t h e o n l y c o u r s e l e f t 

to the A d m i n i s t r a t o r was to order f i r i n g which was don« 

n o t t o o floon. Th« smal l num er of c a s u a l t i e s in a such 

big mob shows t h a t t h e f i r i n g was c o n t r o l l e d and d i d n o t 

exceed t h e e x i g e n c i e s of the moment. The wounded were j 

a f t e n d a d t o at o n e s and t h a t but f o r t h e compl i c l t y of th 

D r o l i J a t h a t t h e u n f o r t u n a t e e v s n t cou ld n t hav i happened 

The T^lbuna d a t e d March . c o l s . 1 - 3 

Ti l l SK001ID SHAHIDI JATHA 

MILITARY DISPLAY AT JAZffO - M l POUdPAffl-JBRS 

JATHA AHR&3T}£D 
LS 

J a i t o , March 1 4 - P a n d i t M a l a v l y a , M e s s r s . 

Gulab S ingh , K a r t a r S t n g h , V*damurthi , D . p . S i n h a , 

Haag*»" a i n l Ayengar and K.S# dhat i a r r i v e d from Del i 

a t 7 - 3 0 t h i s morning , ^ e - s r s . Uaqbul Mahmud# Jawahar 

S i n g h , D u l l c h a n d , Punjab C o u n c i l l o r s , had a r r i v e d on 
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t h e p r e v i o u s day . P a n d i t j l and p a r t y had a long conYer-

• a t i o n l a e t i n g t i l l 11 a.m. with t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r , 

e x p l o i t i n g a l l a t enups of compromise. The Admin i s t r a t o r 

was w i n i n g t o recommend p m i s s i o n to f u l l j a t h a to 

• n t e r t h e Gurriwara i f P a n d i t j l *ould g i v e him an a s su 

rance on beha l f of t h e S .G.p .C. tha t t h e Akhand Path w i l l 

be f i n i s h e d wi th in a ve ry shor t d e f i n i t e t imo, say 

s e r en d a y s . Th<3 Admin 1s t r tor wanted such a g u a r a n t e e 

from r e 3 p o n a i b l e q u a r t e r s as the b a s i s to go m o n . 

P a n d i t j l s a i d he could not glTe such g u a r a n t e e and p r o 

posed th.i t t h e commencement of 'Akhand Path*1 should be 

p e r m i t t e d and t h e S. G. P» C. would be moved to a d v i s e 

s i m u l t a n e o u s Ak>and Pa ths and thus f i n i s h th <sni w i t h i n a 

s h o r t t ime . The A d m i n i s t r a t o r , was no t p r epa red to 

a l l o w t h e coiomenoemrtnt of th*3 "Akhand Pa th" u n l e s s t h e r e 

was a d " f i n i t e g u a r a n t e e of t ime, suggested t r u c e of 4 

2 o r 3 days to a r r i v e at some s e t t l e m e n t t h e J a t h a t o 
* 

wai t in pens and b i d e time t i l l t h a t wŝ s done. P a n d i t j i 

and p a r t y went by motor and met t h e J a t h a a m i l e and a 

h a l f beyond the Xabha border and t a l k e d to some J a t h a 

p e o p l e who s a i d , they had sa id Ardaaa i n t h e morning 

and had vowed to s t a r t t h e HAkhand ^a th »• in the Gurdwara 

t o d a y , but a f t e r s t a r t i n g t h e "Akhand P a t h " t h e y wotfld 

obey t h e o r d e r of the "Akal Takht" t ha t may be com• unl -

ca ted l a t e r , a s t o t h e t i m e . The Adm in i t t r a t o r i s not 

p r e p a r e d to a l low the commencement of t h e "Akhand Pa th" 
* 

w i t h o u t g u a r a n t e e h e o r i g i n a l l y wanted. The J a t h a now i s 

two and a h a l f m i l e s from J a i t o . 

( L a t e r ) 
* 

\y J a i t u , March 14 - As I ro m t i o n e d i n an e a r l i * 

t e l gram d e s p a t c h e d today - a n d i t ^ a l a v i y a , Sa rda r s K a r t a r 

Sln^h and G-ulab Singh, and Messrs D.P.S aha , K.S. .Bhat t f 

http://th.it
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^ a n S » s w a m l I y e n g a r and V e d a m u r t h i a r r i v e d h e r t f r o 

Del i a t 7 -30 t h i s m o r n i n g . 

THE POURPARLERS 

I m m e d i a t e l y on a r r i v a l t h e y , a l o n g w i t h t h e 

P u n j a b U , L . 0 * f I a l r e a d y h e r e , i . e . M e s s r s . J a w a h a r S i n g h , 

Maqbool toahmud and Dul iCh*nd f h a d a l o n g c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t 

t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r l a s t i n g t i l l a b o u t 11 o ' c l o c k . L u r i - g 

t h i s t i m e P a n d i t H a l a v i y a and p a r t , a l s o v i s i t e d t h e 

G u r d w a r a ( r a n g a s a r and a g r e e d t h a t t h e h a l l of t h e a ur-

dwara could accommodate 400 people and t.ie courtyard 

into which the doors of the ha. I opened, w f̂ tip a clous 

*nough to accommodate 1,000 people. Pann.it Halaviya and 

party w^re of the opinion, of which they ap-orised the 

dmini atrato r, that at one time only one Aicoad Path 

could take place with due propriety but that If i t waa 

desired to hold simultaneous paths 3 co uLd be held with-

out iayropriety* i n tnis w*. i t won i take 10 months 

if one T) at h were performed after the other while 3 at a 

titi* would occupy about 3g months for 101 Akhand Paths 

which the ShaM&i J^tha were pledged to complete. The 

Administrator «n4 said that the dut/ he owed to the 

subjects of the State made it impossible for him to allow 

an invasion ot the State terr i tory by outside reople for 

a Period of ten montha or etoi for that of three months. 

Re said the only basis on which a compromise could be 

considered or negotiations opened was a precedent 

guarantee fr • , » » tin S . G. p . C. t h a t t h e Akhand P a t h s would 

be f i n i s h e d i n a v e r y s h o r t d e f l n l e p e r i o d , s a y , s e r e n 

d a y s . Ur. ' J o h n s t o n p r o p o s e d f o r t h i s p u r p o s e t h e h o l d i n g 

f 1 0 1 , a t l e a s t 5 0 « o r p a t h s 3 i o u i t a n e o u s l y 

AS a r e s u l t of t h e d i s c u s s i o n he a s w i l l i n g t o admi t 

t h e j a t h a I n t o t h e G u r d w a r a h u t o n l y on t h e c o n d i t i o n 

t h a t P t . ^ a l v i y a s h o u l d g i v e t h e r e q u i r e d g u a r a n t e e on 
; 

http://Pann.it
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b e h a l f of t h e S. £. p . C. T h i s P a n d i t . i i was n o t i n a 

p o s i t i o n to d o . P a n d i t j i e m p h a s i s e d on t h e o t h e r hand 

tha t the o n l y p o s s i b l e b a s i s o f s o l i t i o n co uld be t h e 

u n c o n d i t i o n a l a d m i s s i o n of t h e j a t h a i n t o t h e Gurdwara, 

s i n c e they were p l e d g e d to S t a r t t h e Akr.and P a t h , and 

t h e n t o c a r r y on n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h t h e S . ^ . P . C . He hoped 

t h a t in vipff o f t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e p r i n c i p l e o f 

r e l i g i o u s l i b e r t y by t h e u n c o n d i t i o n a l a d m i s s i o n of t h e 

j a t h a t h e S . t i . P . C . would be p e r s u a d e d to i n s t r u c t t h e 

J a t h a so a s to f i n i s h the 101 -?aths w i t h i n a s h o r t t i m e , 

a l t h o u g h P e n d i t . ' i was n o t p reoared t o admit t h a t any t i m e 

l i m i t can be l e g i t i m a t e l y p l a c e d on a f a l l o w ' s w o r s h i p , 

whi ch he i s e n t i t l e d t o c a r r y on u n i n t e r r u p t e d l y even 

f o r bhe whole o f h i s l i f e . Mr. Johns c o n ' s main o b j e c t i o n , 

h o w e v e r , fas t i m e . 

As i t was a l r e a d y about 11 o ' c l o c k an d Pand ItJ 

and p a r t y d e s i r e d to m«et t h e J a t h a on the way t o a s c e r 

t a i n t h e i r v i e w t h e y 1 elk t in two motor c a r s t o w a r d s 

^argari where t h e j a t h a were r e p o r t e d to be h a l t i n g , 

MILII; LI ittK&'itt MANOEUVRES 

The f i e l d s on b o t h s i d e s of the Kachcha p a t h 

p r e s e n t e d t h e s i ^ i t of a v e r t i a b l e f i e l d o f b a t t l e w i t h 

t h e o b s e r v a t i o n r?oste t h e f l a s h s i g n a l s t a t i o n * , s m a l l 

squadrons o f t r o o p s l y i n g beh ind c o p s e s an- ibushes , 

c a v a l r y P e o p l e r i d i n g r e s t l e s s l y h i t h e r <in(i t h i t h e r a c r o s s 

t h e c u l t i v a t e d f i e l d s , and c o u r i e r s c o u r s i n g a l o n g t h e 

p a t h w i th w i m p o r t a t n " m e s s a g e s abo xt t h e movements of 
\ 

t h e j a t h a * And a l l t h i s enormous m i l l t a r y d i s p l a y f b e -
* 

« 

s i d e v e r y much mow which I w i l l p r e s e n t l y d e s c r i b e , 

to mo t a j a t h a of 500 a d m i t t e d l y n o n - v i o l e n t p e o p l e who 

h a d , a s t h e l a t # S t o f f i c i a l i n f o r m a t i o n i t s e l f w e n t , no 

S a n g a t w i t h them. 
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MIMING THE J AT HA 

P a n d i t Malav iya and p a r t met t h e J a t h a , 

which v&* p r e c e d e d a l l a l o n g V about 100 f u l l y equipped 

mounted t r o o p s and about SO i n f a n t r y men. I t v a s r e a l l y a 
• 

•oxa s t i r r i n g s i g h t to s e e 600 f a c e s beaming w i t h £agt 

t h e h a p M n e e * of e x n e c t e d martyrdom. They w e r * a l l 

unarmed, e x c e p t f o r the Kirpans , and t h e r e wal not one 

s p e c t a t o r accompanying them, e x c e p t , of c o u r s e , f o r two 

pr««A r e p o r t e r s and t h e i r red c r o s s b r i g a d e . P a n d i t 

M a l a v i y a and S i r d a r s Kartar Singh and Gulab Singh t a l k e d 

t o some o f t h 9 j a t h a and were t o l d th 4 they w ere T>1 edged 

to b^gin t h e Akhand a t h today and had no d e s i r e to h o l d 

s i m u l t a n e o u s Akhand Paths* They ' e r e , howeYer, a l w a y s 

p r e p a r e d to obey t h e o r d e r s of the Akal Takht. 

P a n d i t j l and p a r t y - c a m e back and aga in d i e -

c u s s e d t h 8 s i l a t i o n wi th ^ r , J o h n s t o n , who was not 

p r e p a r e d to e n t e r i n t o any n e g o t i a t i o n s u n l e s s t h e 

r e q u i s i t e g u a r a n t e e were f o r t h c o m i n g , f o r which t h e r e was 

a b s o l u t e l y no t ime l e f t . 

Thereupon a l l t h e g e n t l e m e n , who had come up 

from De lh i and who * we p r e s e n t behind the Ourdwara 

T i b b t S^hib, where the d i s c u s s i o n was t a k i n g p l a o * , 

w r o t * o u t a l e t t e r to t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r embodying t h » l r 

v i ^ i o f t h e s i t u a t i o n . They r e q u e s t e d 8# Jawahar Singh an 

Ch. JJuli Chanel, Punjab \ : . L . C . « e p r e s e n t t h e r e to s i g n i t . 

Thee e g e n t l e m e n , however , r e f u s e d to do s o , When the 

l e t t e r was p r e s e n t e d t o t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r he s a i d he 

was *o% pr^parad t o take i t at t h a t t i m e . 

JAlHA SIGHT 3D AT JAlTU 

An hour or so l a t e r the J a ; h a was s i g h t e d and 

t h e danda p o l i c e , m i l i t a r y men, and t h e c a v a l r y w e r e 

s t a t i o n e d a t the b i f u r c a t i o n of t h e roads to meat i t . 
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The J a t h a a r r i ed a t 3-10 p.m. 0n Mr. Johns ton c a l l i n g 

a h a l t fchey h a l t e d and were 1mm >dia ta ly surrounded on 

a l l s ides "by t h e p o l i c ? . Mr. Johnston ;he-i spoke b;/#*M 

to some of the j a t h a men and off are d to allow them a l l 

t o s t a r t t h e Akhani path in Gurd i ra Ganga^ar provided 

t h e y promised bo coti out of the Gurd^ara a f t e r t h e 

f i r s t Pa th had f i n i s h e d and await the r e s u l t of t h e 

n e g o t i a t i o n * with t h e Akal T akht (which ha was to ld by 

t h e J a t h a men was t h e proper a u t h o r i t y and not the 

s . G . P. Ga) Thia the J a t h a men r >solu t e l y r e fused to 

a g r e e t o . For them to 1 eav a the Gurd^ara with out comp

l e t i n g 101 pat wae as saorellgloUfl *B to break the 

c o n t i n u i t y of one Akhand p a t h . They al*o d e f i n i t e l y r e -

fus b i d e t ime, v o l u n t a r i l y , t i l l aonii s e t t l e m e n t was 

a r r i v e d a t . They a*id they had taken a wow to commence 

t h e Path today or d i e in t h e a t t empt . They were p r epa red 

f o r b u l l e t s , beaming *nd t in f a c t , any th ing . 

All t h i s pa ft eying took about two hours a f t e r 

which t ime, the j a t h a , having r e s o l u t e l y refused to 

a c c e p t any crmpromi ^ which would t»k« aw*y from t h e i r 

o a t h , w*e t - lace ' ' Wide* a r r e s t and »e*e l a d w i t h o u t , 

hap i l l y , t h e use of M»y f o r e ? , to a pen I n s i d . the F o r t . 

They a l s o i n s i s t e d on t a k i n g the S o » » n S shib with them 

and w ? r e permi t red to do BO. A S h a m a n , and a Takht were 

p r o v i d e d f o r Guru Gran to S ah lb i n s i d e t h e pen . 

P t . Malaviya, a* a l l o t h e r s , . r • a l l t h e 

^ t i n t or sent on ev >ry o c c i e i o n . P rev ious to t h e a r r i v a l 

of t h e J ^ t h a P a n d i t Ual aviya remons t ra ted with Mr. 

Johns ton t h a t , s i n c e the J a t h a w *• coming unarmed and 

t h e r e was no Sangat with i t , no tti* of f o r c e could be 

/ 

j u s t i f i e d . 

Immediate ly on the a r r i v a l of t h e J a t h a t h e 

two p r is a r e p o r t e r s t ha t « *c e accompanying i t w ^ r e p l a c e d 
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under a r r e s t . One of then i s a r « p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e 

B a n i e n a t r y . Lahore. They w i l l be Sent away to t h e i r 

p l a c e * tomorrow morning. 

I cannot c l o s e tody1 a tocotmt without ix^r*-

^f»ln.^ my thankf l i n e s * for the uniform courtesy shown 

by Mr. * i l « o n Johnston, the Adminis trator . 

(BY 0 / TG IAL COMMUNIQUE 

J a i t o , March 14 5-25 #m# - - The second 

S h a h i a i Jatha a r r i v e d un*ccov>n am led and was met and 

i n t e r v i e w e d bythe Adminis trator , Un : r a v i c e of members 

of the AesembI, and l^eglnl i t i v o Council and Sikh Sirda rs 

i t c ni on ted to *c*f\*l a r r e s t pending n e g o t i a t i o n s 

between t h e Members and the S .G.p .C. regarding the Akhand 

Pat , subjec t to reasonable c o n d i t i o n s l a i d down by the 

Adminis trate r. 

AT PfS AT C' PI II S ^ 

, i i t u , Mar. 14 - A party of s v -a manors of 

the Indian L e g i s l * i e trrlvad har*> to \ *f c o n s i s t i n g of 

P*ndi t M a l a v i y i , S^rd r Kartar S ingh , Sardar Ohulab Singh 

Mr. Devakiparead and *r% -*hat (Members of t h s As^embl ) 
» 

and Mr. ^n^aewami Iyengar, and Y^damurti ^Members of 

the Council of Sfca e ) . They conferred w i t h Ms. Wilson 

Johnston f o r four h o u r s , dr. Wilson Johnston expressed 

h i s w i l l i n g n e s s to c o n s i d e r a compromise >n r e a s o n a b l e 

terms . I h e p a r t y proceeded to m t tho Jatha b e f o r e i t 

e n t e r e d the town. Endeavours are being made to a r r i v e 

a t a temporary agreement with tho Jatha to a l low a 
p e r i o d for n n g o t i a t i o n . 

• 
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ARRIVAL OF JATHA AT JATTO 

.TATHA ARREST D WITHOUT A»Y HTTCH 
\s 

H - i i t o , M i r . 14 - P a n d i t J a l s v l y a and p a r t y 

mot t h e J a t h a a m i l e and a h a l f u e f o r a : t e n t e r e d J a i t u 

and aakad th a J a t h a l e a d e r s whether t h e y TO -old w a i t f o r 

o r d a r a from t h e G u r d a r a , Commit t a e . The J a t h a d e c l i n e d 

on the g round t h a t t h e y had t a k e n o a t h t o a s x i s u 

coann«nc.3 thaAkhand. P a t h t o d a y . The J a t h a a r r i v e d a t 

3 p . m . , and Mr, W i l s o n J o h n s t o n s p o n t e v e r an h o u r In 

d i s c u s s i n g t h e t e r m s of compromise , which t h e j a t h a r e 

f u s e d . E v e n t u a l l y t h e j a t h a was a l l o w e d to p r o c e e d a 100 

y a r d s n * a r t h e G u i d * a r a wherci t h e y o f f e r e d t h e m s e l v e s 

f o r A r r e s t . T h e y *?>3ro a r r e s t e d w i t h o u t any h i t c h . Th 

s i t u a t i o n i s q i e t . 

The T r i b u n e d a t od March 19 924 

AKAL I L "AD ITlS • CAS1 

The s i t t i n g s of t h e P u n j a b L e g i s l a t i v e Counc i l 

on T h u r s d a y and S a t u r d a y were l a r g e l y o c c u p i e d wi th t h e 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e p o l i c y u n d e r l y i n g t h e Akali l o a d e r 1 

c a s e . Thfl d i s c u s s i o n a r o s e out of t h e mot ion/ : of B a i 
* 

B a h a d u r Sa*ak H%5» ***** tfc g r a n t in r e Spec* of S p e c i a l 

P u b l i c P r o s e c u t o r s be r e d u c e d by R e . l . i n o t h e r words t h e 

h o u s e s h o u l d e x p r e s s i t s d i s a p p r o v a l of t h e p o l i c y of 

a p p o i n t i n g S p e c i a l P u b l i c P r o s e c u t o r s . A l t h o u g h t h e form 

in wh ich t h e m o t i o n was p u t b e f o r e t h e H 0 u s e was thu 

g e n e r a l , i t F * S in r e a l i t an a t t a c k upon t h e a-Dx>ointm*nt 

of S o e c i a l P u b l i c P r o s e c u t o r s i n one p a r t i c u l a r c a s , t h e 

6 m 9 a of t h e A k a l i l e a d e r s , on t h e t w o f o l d g r o u n d th t t h 

c a s e i t s e l f o u g h t n o t to h « r e b . ? e n s t a r t e d and , h a v i n g 
now 

b e e n s t a r t e d o u t n / ^ t o be d r o p - a d and t h a t ev*n i f i t 

was c i n s i d e r *d n e c e s s a r y to c o n t i n u e t h e p r o s e c u t i o n , i t 
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be conducted by o r d i n a r y P u b l i c P r o a . c u t o r e andnot e p e c i a l 

p r o s e c u t o r * a t he-wry c 0 a t to t h e f1r.?<i««» of t h e P r o T i n c e . 

On t h e f i r s t j o i n t i t «a> eoa%eaa«d by t h e 

i m p o r t e r « of the mot o n t h a t the g e n t l r a e a who Wt» 

b e i n g t r i e d were t u « cre*ia of t ^ e Sikh c o n - u n i t y , t h * t 

t h * i r t r i a l had cr i t ad a f ^ e l i i g n^t only among t h e 

S i k h s Vat a l s o amongst o t h e r s , t h a t t Governm-nt was 

f o l i o s ; a v i n d i c t i v e p o l i c y , i t s r a l o b j e c t bei^g to 

ut toV* theAkal movement in i t ha t i t Wt3 ho tftd to do f a r 

g r ^ a t * r h a m th^n good, *vea i f i t 00*0.4 do any good a t 

• 1 1 . Who * e r e the men. I t w*a asked sh * e r e on t h e i r 

t r a i l ? They ware t ha I s a d o r a of ths 3 , G . P . C# i t h e 

rapr#-.s .nt i t l v e body of tha Sikhs in k&a mate r of Gurd-

*ara r s f o m , whose in ambers had been 3 l e c t e d by t h e i r f r e e 

v > t e and who s# ho ld on t h e community g e n e r a l l y was 

c l -^ar frvn t:i<* f a c t t h a t i n t h a r e c e n t s i 00%Ions between 

80 and 90 p r Mnt of t h a Siku v o t e s had bean c a s t In 

f a v o u r of i t s nominees , Was the p r o s e c u t i o n of such man 

c-iic a a t ad t o a p p r o * a t h e r e l a t i u s between t h e comnun i t y 

they r e p r *sentad and the Government? A a r j g ^ r d s t h a 

second p.-.int t h e c o n t e n t i o n of the s u p p o r t e r s of t h e 

mot ion wan t h a t ev i i f i t was c o n s i d e r e d n e c e s s a r y t o 

| 0 :n wi th t h e c*se in t h a too th of e n l i g h t e n e d p u b l i c 

o p i n i o n in the V r o v i n o e , i t was *t l ^ a a b on i . r i g h t t h a t 

t h a im r a s j i o n should n j t be c r e a t e d t h a t t h e Government 

waa 

accufl 

xcs»s iv :» iy anxio >» to o b t a i n t h e c o n v i c t i o n of t h e 

aed , an ! t h a t t h . s Impres s ion w*3 bound to be c r e a t e d 

if i n s t A of l e a v i n g t h e c a s e t^ be conduc ted in t ; \e 

oar* by t h e o r d i n a r y p r o c e e d i n g agency t h e Government 
* 

c r e a t e d a SpaOial agency a t enormous cos t f o r p u r p o s e s 

of t h o cane . 

9h%t was tho r e p l y of Government to t h «se 

c o n t e n t i o n s ? On t h o Saoond p o i n t p r a c t i c a l l y no r e p l y 
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was a t t empted beyond cor «c t in^ the m i s e t ^ t 3 i « n t in one 
• 

of t he speeches on t he s i d e of she motion t h a t one of 

t he s p e c i a l p u b l i c p r o s e c u t o r s engaged in t h e ca se wai 

b ing paid Ha.600 pe r d&y. As if i t ma t t e r ed in t h e 

l e a s t whether the a c t u a l payment was Eg. 500 or 600 when 

the case was to go on. Heavon only knows f o r what 

l e n g t h of t ime, e e r t a i n l y f o : many iconth*.. As r ega rds 

the f i r s t Doi i t he I i 'inanc^ Umber took up the e x t r a o r d i 

nary p o s i t i o n tha t the only e l * r n a t i v s to the p r e s e n t 

p o l i c y which had b ? a sugges ted , namely, a p o l i c y of 

r e l e a s e s and an amendment oi t h e law had both been 
i 

t r i e d ind had f *dl ed, and, t h e r e f o r e , t he p r e s e n t was the 

on ly p o l i c y t ha t remained. We ar exjreprerrnrsi to assume 

for the moment t h a t both the al torn tiv ?e r e f e r r e d to by 

S i r John h & s r e l l y been t r i * d sjad hav«» f a i l e d , thoi^h 

f o r o u r p a r t we do not t h i n k e i t h e r has been t r i e d in t h e 

only c o n d i t i o n s t ha t could prcmis e succes s . Does ±% f o l i o 

t ha t t he p r e s e n t p o l i c y w i l l succeed any better"? For one 

t h i n g , can S^r John dony t h a t t h i s p o l i c y too , l i k e the 

o t h e r two, in f ac t f a r l o r e than - 1 o t h e r two, has been 

t r i e d before now and th ±t I t has 5*t l e a s t as - i gna i iy 

f a i l e d aa e i t h e r of them? Secondly, could any man with 

even a tenth p a r t of S i r n1-: shrewdness and h i s i n s i g h t 

i n t o man and t h i n g j for a :a.>maat b e l i e v e t h a t whera a 

whole commun Ity i s c o n o m e d a p r n i t i v * p o l i c y i s more 

l i k e l y to succeed than a p o l i c y of c o n c i l i a t i o n ? I t wae 

a d i s t i n g u i s h e d B r i t i s h s ta tesman who sa id on a memorable 

occas ion t h a t ho did not know the method of drawing up an 

ind ic tment a g a i n s t a whole n e - p l e . Our wise Punjab Govern 
is 

ment^in t h i s ca»* not merely drawing uo an indic tment 

*g* ins t a whole community, bus a c t u a l l y hoping to win 

i t s h e a r t by punish ing i t . no th ing e l s e can be me*nt by 

S i r y o b n ! s e t a t anent t h a t a l though he and h i s co l l eagues 

had roetfitt ni rj e f f o r t s which had bean i n f r u c t u o u 3 , they 

I 
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had not l o s t t h a i r p \ t l i n e s o r hope. 

We a s s u r e t h e Government with alx t h e s t r e n g t h 

o l emphasis we can command t h a t i t i s fo l lowing a p o l i c y 

f r augn t wi th d Igor ana with d i s a s t e r . I t may be tha t t h e 

f a s t e f f o r t 3 a t c o n c i l i a t i o n hava f a i l e d ; we a r e o u r -

e l v - 3 f a r from denying tha t some e f f o r t s h ar 3 beon made 

to c o ' i c l i i a t e the S ikhs in the p a s t . But the f a i l u r e of 

those* e f f o r t s coula on ly be due to JHO of two c a u s e s , the 

I n h e r e n t d i f f i c u l t y and complexity of t h a o rob leu o r t he 
• 

inadequacy of th 3 e f f o r t s them s e l v e s , pe rhaps to a 

combinat ion of th t h e s e causes . And j u s t because i t 

wao )f i t Is tl 1 c l e a r du ty of th* Sovprnm«»nt to proofed 

aioi ; t h e > ,'.; in *ral l i n ^ a , only » th g r e a t of e a l , 

e i r, s t n e e s « o l r cuaspeo t i e& 9 boeau.^e only alon*- those 

1 m <* loo i tho hop*? of s u c c e s s l i e . I t l a madnaaa to 

i ^ag iuo t h a t I t can be found on any oth r r ,ath f and 

e s p e c i a l l y on t h e path .h*t l e ^ a s n a t u r a l l y and i n e v i t a b l y 

to g r e a t e r e4fcraag»j.iient besweon th?; Government end the 

conn uai ty . 
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Thi' T r i b u t e ifla.19-^, ft^lJL. 

S IKE J AH D GOT/'KHIIJIT 

AKAI, I U0VKMEH2 NATIONALIST I I TJTLOOI 

3 . UA3JOAL JIT»»H*3 STATS!!";* 

Si * «» 

S a r i a r Manual S\ ngh, P r e s i d e n t f t h e C e n t r a l 

LsMgw *nd a iraub-ir of -.he Working Committor of t h o 

H a t x o a a l 0onp;r.33'?, has n a d i t h o f c l owin:; etatr-roant t o 

b o Akal i Sahayak Bisrnru: * 

* s f f o r t s ^ 3 />batn~ nada ke » r e » t e *n 

lmpreSeiCQ in tho n l n d of t h e y t t t l t *h * t h e S 1 ' i h 8 a r a 

no t w i l l i n g to g r *p the hand of f r i e n d s h i p which t h e 

GOT e r n e a n t -joxares i s a lways e* te»de4 to them. I h*Y* 

no d o u t t khe co... u n i t y much a o o r o e l e t w t h e s e n a r a o u s 

r emarka which both t h o S # « * e t , r y of I t a t e f o r X * 4 L i n 

t h e Hou*e of Lo'** *»& t h « H o m e ****** i n t b * A 9 8 - B b 1 7 B a d 

*'uo ut -haoi. But I am * o r r y 
t h « t io . . t twnpt i e b e i n g ff.ade 

to undo ^ ^ n d Ihfi Si** POiat of T l U and to ^n 

I t i » 

i »otOl 

*k CoBHiltteo *• »•*»« « a r e » e . a e . o W , What a r e t h « 

i h o S . G . P . C ^ d t h e • i r o m . n i Akoli S . l , » h U h 

0 
and rep*'>•** 

t h e S ikka kav < » • 2 3 
Cfcl 

an 
worke r t hav been 

e lapped. 
i n t o j a i l * . * » • p f i n a . 0##B f o r b i d d e n to 

. O . . « | i 0 » t i o a t ! • • » • * ^ » * • S t r o m a . i 
pub 113hB -1 1 

0 O - 1 V - — • » • • * • i l T l ^ l 0 a a t l ° t > g 
to t h e Commi*see* 

and 

, r f . . i to too C » . l « « . * • » " < > : 
a r e n o t 

^ 9 gym? A t h e t l c towardg 

* 

t 
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which 

an d iiy g o i M t o „ h a l r , r f t . n f m t e b | g U a l a < o f 

19 a4 *r» t r r « M » d t t r l I and convicted *nd sentenced and 

to Uultao J a i l then *nd t h . r e . s i m i l a r l y from 14th s^n» 

oi' Septdmbev d * t l y j a t h a a of 25 maa h i V 3 been going to 

J * i t o to r e ^ » 9 t he Akhand P a th :>r the u n i n t e r r u p t e d 

reading of the s c r i p t u r e . Th<-y ara a r r e s t od and depor ted 

to Bawal and l e f t i ft Juag le t h e r e . The t r -a t roent meted 

out to t he Shahidl J a tha I s Wellknowa. A r^gulnr c^ra^algn 

! • ear l ad on in th* T i l l * - « il^r«» people who i n eym-

p i t i w i i c to the Akoii* *ra a r r e s t ed* H i s a f t s r thus 

t r y i n g the acMUftlty h=ind and foot -»nd af&er gauging 

khan, e f f e c t i v e l y thai t \ e "hand of f r lendahip l a o f f e red 

bo the* • ih« l i k h e h+r < ;>1"'tya b«*n ready f o r an 

honourable se t t l emen t nd gvrm today they are prepared 

to grasp t i u hj.rul.of i .1 en ash Lp provided th3 of f*r i a 

ge&uine and *'eal« But lf» ^ t s u s n - o t , the off a t l a 

I ^ I A only * l t h t h e ob jec t of gain ng a t a c t i c a l advan

tage lo would not d e c i d e t * Sikha. The Sikhs are a 

s imple , s t r a i g h t forward peop le . T^a game ;f diplomacy 

if fo re ign to bhem. Wfc en th^r* w i l i b* a genuine g e s t u r e 

of f r i endsh ip on tne ^ a r t of Government I am aure they 

• i l l only b* g id to OlaOp the prof e r red h m d , But i f 

o the o t h e r h iad Government wants to t ry r e p r e s s i o n , 

i t u bound to f a i l *i th the Si*hs« I t be t ray a a w0ef il 

lgnorjinoe of Sikh peyo] O.o ,y «id h i s t o r y . The Sik s 

f ie i r i sh un^ier r e p r e s s i o n and the Xhal *a ha* fcrown with 

the blood of the laar tyr*. 

S ide by s id* with the p o l i t y of r ep re s s ion 

t h e r ^ i s al »o campaign to mis rep resen t •i'ilon about tho 

aims and ob jec t a of tha ttOTeRent* t t i i o f ten enid tha t 

t h a SikL.a a r e f i g h t i n g to t e t up &ej of t h e i r own. K 

s e r i o u s A l l ega t i on of t h i s sor t i s l i k e l y to produce 

g rave apprehensions in t h e minds of o t h e r communities, 

http://hj.rul.of
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but. f a v t * a a t ? i y T I l n l a d i a a r e loo f a a i ] t a r wi th t h e 

" d i v i d e at Imp e r a " to be d e e e i v e d , :h^9<* A i i ^ g a t l o n e 

a r e mad<* I n o r d s r to a l i e n a t e Mi 3 ay*pathi<~;a of o t h e r 

c ^mmurilfei «g from t h e S ikhn , bu t t h a f a c t that t h e whc" e 

c o u n t r y b e ? r a i l l a d to t h e iii h caua * i s s u f f i c i e n t 

p-oof t h a t t h o t e a i s r ^ p r ^ r i ta t ieuf l a r e a c c e n t e d a t 

t h ^ ' r t r u e worth by t h e peop le* 

0ATT5CTS of 3I2H kOYSitfHT 

J!*at in o r d e r t h a t t h e r e may be no m i s u n d e r 

s t and* P*T r e f a r d l & | t h e o b j e o t a of Blkh aoTeae&t , I d e -

cl ir^ tfce i t o m p h a t i e a l l y th>i.t t h e i d e a of a a t a f c l i f h l a f 

a Sikh B J hrfl n ^ v - r boon a & t a r t a l & f d by any Sikh« The 

S. G. P. c . r t *'di -inly f o r th? p u r i f i c a t i o n of t h e 

p] e.c°» of w o r s h i p . A3 f o r t h e n a t i o n a l alma of t h e 

S*kh* t h e y a r ? d i ^ s c t 4 towards t h e a t t a i n m e n t r f Swar*t,1 

in common with t h e i r a l a t e r c-;mro u.i i t i «a • The A Ural i move

ment t '^ou^- ee- n t . l ^ i l y r e l l ^ ' o n R l a e p i r i t i* t h o r o u g h l y 

n a t i o n a l in o u t i - . o k . All fch* i t i r g of c o n s t r u c t ! w t* 

programme hav# been c a r r i e d o u t t o a v ry l ^ r ^ e e s t e a t * 

A rmtt h i gh p t * c i t 13 > of Sikh m on 1 id flymen h a v e d$a~ 

a a r d e * f o r e i g n c l o t h and t a : i n to the u t e of fch^ddur. 

D r i a k which wat a g r e a t e v i l p r e v a l e n t a meat; t h e S i k h s , 

han b e e i c o m p l e t e l y e r a d i c a t e d * The work of unto i c h a b i -

l>. ty h a s been pushed on wi th gre- i t v i g o u r L t t l :atir»n h a s 
* 

b e s n coneld< *&bly reduced by p r i v a t e a r b l t r a l o a * Thua t h e 

Aka.'ii movement 5* a pow / f i l l i i L t A c ; to t h e n a t i o n a l 
0;4l*!ft, 

JAITO /PFAIH 

Ho* w i t h r e g a r d t s J a i t o , the alma of t h e 

J a t h 4* which a r e go ing t h e r e *e cl p. r . The i n s t r u c t i o n s 

i s e u e d to them by the A k a l i t a k h t r o q i d - e them o n l y t o 

r e e t ^ r t t h e i n t e r r u p t e d AkVand Pa th* Xhetfe seem* to be a 
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s u s i i o i o n In t h e o f f i c i a l mind t h a t t h e Sikhs In tend to 

c a r 7 on t ha S a bha a g i t a t i o n vmder t h e cov*r of A khan A 

Pa th gad want to U3e J-ii«o a* a ba?s f o r f u r t h e r a g i t a t i o 

Nothing can ha f u r t h e r ftrrym th<* t r u t h . Sitcha are ^olng 

t h e r e to a s s a r t t h e ! r freedom of u n r e s t r t c**d worship 

a-̂ d they have Ac oth»?r u l t e r i o r o b j e c t . The J a l t o S^tya-

g r a h a M sach i s d e p o s i t i o n of t h e Maharajah of Nabha. 

t h e 8ikh c >e i s cl «ar. r±'h#y are f i g h t i n g fo r 

the elom .-.lit &ry r i g h t of freedom of workship *nd no amount 

• f r e p r e s s i o n ©an ava i l* In f ac t thn *t if f i r i n g s and the 
i 

&«^dfl ef t i e pt* yere* and a r e than becoming p a r t an«l p a r -

eel of the h i s t o r y and t r a d i t i o n s of the Pa.nth. A a a 

f r i e n d of t h e I t l t l s h pec l a I mayoolnt out t h a t the 

b l t t e r n o r s which 10 b ng In eT i t ably accumulated as a 

r e s u l t of t h i » I) the mlndc of t h e n'jo-ple i s f r augh t with 

gr*vo oon^equenoes f o r the f u t u r t t She Sikhs a r* not 

f i g h t i n g for t h e i r s e c t i oaal p e l i t ee l accondancy and i n 

t b ^ i r r » l i g i o i * s t r u g g l e thay h ?* not in t roduced any 

u l t i p r i o r no l i&ioa l ao t i roOi and on t h i s i s s u e they are 

fec3txfcfc»i£ always open to *u honourable e e t t i e m ^ n t . As 

f r tl • r n ri r.al a l a s t h e SJ h ooaaual ty w i l l s t i.nd 

Sho i]&-*r t o &h .-uiuer arua t h e i r Eladu and Muslim b r e t h r e n 

;n t * & f i g h t f o r t s i r 00 m t r y 1 * freedom* 
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fha Tyjfrtttta datad 1*1*11 18, 1934, 7>ft£? li^col 

GOVK N» -JT ANL Ttis s i a s 

Prsa Ld̂ n 

if.-* .ntlrely ag^aa with S*?d*9 *aPC*3. *l*Chl 

£ the Central Bifch L tgue« that in appointing 

a Comralttoa "*a as«e italn th wiah »* f th^sa cons4-

davaA most ooapatant lo adrlta and to r^^ort a t to tha 

principles on which a Malt!** might BOW ba framed for 

dealing with tfca adnin ; s t r*t l n and nHn<5g'»ant of Sikh 

gurdwtraa and ibwina*" T»-thot* flrwt crafting tha 

conditions in which aloae inch i otu.nirjr could be ffi*da 

wun any « a a o t a i a af l*« l i t lac *o fTUitfm r e s u l t , 

the P t a j a t >«Ttrni<nt h»3 l i t e r a l l y p i* the cart b 'fore 

the bora*. The Commit* ft* i« to »e certain the viohe* of 

those most competent to revise, "low an aarth is i t to do 

do, when most of thoie who a?? H ~ OT.-,O ?t ent to 1 Tiao 

the Government " are In ^rlaon? AT< these men to be 

ignored r/ are they to be een««.t i with the hal ter of 

convictions, .ctual ar potential, ratwd their nock? :.nd 

•nould not o*at experience hare def in it 1 ' tol ' ; the ?noJ 

Government that th. n<> like] iheol *h*t «v r •• f the 

Sikh oommun ty gen •Telly 0* i t s TO eel e action in par t i* 

cui *r coneid >rinr, eny pro o« 1 for C-urdrara raforn or, 

xnaeed, for any oth*r p r oflo.no ion* ae eo n&njr of :tB 

r«pre» e n g i r t * and *•«•.'•»• w * f * *n Prison becai.e o< 

their vary ««al for rel f i o* reform? It *a« on this 

precise ro o'< the* moat of the preTlO'Jf attempts at • 

•e lu t i en of the p roe lea «er*»re«kad, >d the fao* that 

another nt <„e pi i - «©« ••!»€ • * • i : 1 T'h "' * l !f lJ dirv-ition 
* 

ithout keopii-5 ol ' * f fci>* *•»«•*•«• rock si**** that 

the Punjab »»vern»*nt. i* e ; th er aa«illin<; or -.ruble to 

profit ev«n by i t a o«n recent experience. 

In tmth it 1* the meet absurd of all things 

http://oflo.no
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for th s Government to think of folding lba Sikh prohlcm 

*ith tha S. u . P. C. -iecl»Tftd aa an rail awful body and 

with i t a moat dl«tingui«hed la dart rotting in prlton. 

The nature of this absurd-} ty z*n b*> r ^ a l t i ^ when it in 
* 

bora* t i mind that nhvi *ome tin a \*-> th>j Government 

passad a Gurdwara IUI in the teeth of ?rote*ts on tho 

part of thy Sikh public sea •tally and the Sikh m*mV»ra of 

the Council in Partic AL*r, i t w*s this nd. wh leh, in 

•p i t s of i t s avowed host i l i ty to the ©facial ma&aure, ha 

to be definitely ant rutted with t $ I t itutory duty of 

electing, a third oi' he trit) anal which vai to enquire 

int.. an decide cases *>f die ut <? .i whrlaes, A £te tor 
-

testimony to the aurhotita tlTe <*haf ter of the '«i-gnn'-a-

atlon it la impossible 3 think f̂, The. Government had 

the best rdd&on i:i the world to kno* that so far a tiia 

question of Surd* or a rtfors **~s ooneemed, the 8,0»?.O» 

wae the only re- reaent -ttiv* orfran of the entire Sikh 

eo»munity* Anu id not the &ov«rr.v'wt forced to hear the 

I»JT.I t-st • y even 1 i te racent oomauatque, without 

parhupa knowing that i t ie doi to? *h nt else is meant 

by the following aign if leant woria;- "Tv ovornment 

unde ret anda that a eoneider *ble numbar of Sikh fl would be 

glad bo see ^n Act puesed either J air.̂ ndn . nt of or 5n 

tube t i t itioft for tho Act of N0vt>m ; r. 19#2. H ha for BOW 

time paat let i t bo known that i t was ready to ct^aider 

any propos ;ie made to thl t and, provided 1 at they w 

were r * *o .ble and would t,* likely to reaalTe wuhetaa* 

t ia l aupport from the iatefeat a concerned. No iuoh drnft 

m eaaure ha*, how Tert uptodate hear p * forward tnt the 

con sld^rat ion oi Go vernai ent, « Only a OoTfrnnmit entirely 

lacking In imagination end in Insight oould h av J 0erioUfQr|F 

made th in a. matte* of Complaint, *hat aia* could the 

GovotTimont exp-sct, after haflng perpetrated the monu

ment ai blunder or iuppre»fl ig o* *t »v>tln*5 *o 3 ^PP* ** 

I 
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th • o n l y r e p r e e e n t a t i r e body of t h > o o a a m l t y * ; epnd ing 

i t £ fo remos t l e a d e r s t o p r i s o n ? i u y e i y the G o T i r ^ e n t , 

l i k e e v ? * j o n 8 e i s ^ f c . n o n l y r e a p aa i t sowR# 

The fcurdwara pi*,bi*m is be^ot w th *ar! til 

d i f f i c u l t l y in on a k^owe bet er t h a n owr t* lYee # 3-.it t h e 

S a n a * ? in which t h e d o r e r a a a a t went to f o r - to r emoto 

'vbGt: d i f f i c u l t i 58 ffis tn t i t » l / 1 f -and .-im en t a l l y wrong. 

I t cad t tile a i t t a from - 13 r i r e t >f a a t 4gaaa <& * 1 qg the 

: v Co n u an i * 0/ a t t a c k 1.2 i t 3 i rftJt* n i e r e , by r i o r t : n g 

to pena l aeaflu.^di wher e measure^ of c o n c i l i a t i o n tlonw 

co aid b 01 --ny a r a t l . I* r a a l i t e r a l l y a OH ^i of drawing 

u 1 i n d i e i a e n t a g a i n s t a whole eoiamaaityt From t i r e to 

t i n e R< . sure ' ' of c o n c i l i a t i o n hav u n d » « t e d l y been t r i e d , 

>ut tbe»y v . e n»kvor been e i t h e r u f f i e i e n t l y un a l l ay ad o r 

off l a e n t l y wholc-ht t od . Y* r. o f t - t hay l o s t a l l 

t h e i r v i r t u e 0* tog t o t h e ignob le c;;(ip:.n,r th* i»ere f o r c e d 

to keep« In a l l ca«cn they w-^ra of t h e a a t n r e of an 

ixc t i o n »h lch o n l y p roved the r u l o >f g«n ?ral r ^ r o B ^ i o 
* 

On t h e top of * s u o c g s s i o a of btx i c r s hav ? c-i-ne, f i r a t f 

Guruku Bagh and then J a i t u , the memory of wh ch r?,rifcles 

i n t h e h art of every p a t r i o t i c Sikh* To t h i n k t h a t a 

s o l u t i o n 0* t h * S i k h problem can bs found u n t i l t h i s 

me rorv h a s been p a r t i a l l y e f f a c e d by g-^ngfomi a c t a and 

t::e p r e s e n t * tnos t Pi cf s t r i f e , .:; c o n t e n t i o n and 

b i t . rn ^e r e p l a c e d by oug of ca lmness b / f i e a d o p t i o n of 

a g nor L p o l i c y of u a q u a l i f *d con o i l /.Hon i a to « r -

>ec '• th 1 is ooo^ io lH. S e t ne not be m i s u n d e r s t o o d , * e ^° 

Onna lda* t h e a p p o i n t a a a t of t h a Comnitt .ee a s f*p in t h e 

r i g h t d i r e c t i o n , bnt ii t h i s s t e p i s to a u c c s e d i t r u s t 

be accompanied by th* abandonment of t h e po cy of t h e 

p s.tt f by t l e r«j ed u u r d ^ .ra p r i s o n e r s g * n e r a l l y a n d t h e 

» 

o a & e r t r i a l 1 >ade*a l a p a r t i c u l a r and t h e c a n c e l l a t i o n of 

t h e n o t i f i c a t i o n d e c l a r i n -he S . ' r . P . C . and t h e Akali 

DE.1 t o be un lawfu l b o i i a 3 . U n l e s s and u n t i l t h i s h a s been 

> be made f o r p e a c e would be eo done any e f f o r t t h a t may 
much l a b o u r l o " t , » o much t i m e and e n e r g y th rown away. 

http://3-.it
http://Comnitt.ee
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lVrna dat»d n , y g | 1 9 a 4 i p a g w to 3 

RESULT OF MR, PANIK:AR»S BTQUIRY 

AmritSar, Apri l 30 - In accordance with a 

r e s o l u t i o n of t h e Congreee f 0 r k i n g Committee, "r . K.M. 

P a n l k k a r , incharge the Akai Sahayak Bureau, has eutml-

t t e d t h e f o l l o w i n g report with regard to the f i r i n g at 

J a 1 to: -

"The undisputed f a c t a with re ;*rd to the 

J a t h a are t h e s e : -

The S. G. p# c. has t een sending r e g u l a r 

d a i l y j a t h a * of 25 to resume the Akhand Path at G^ngasar 

temple at J a i t o . I t dec ided to br ing the mat ter to 

d e c i s i o n by despatch ing a Shshidi o r Martyr Ja tha of 

500 men. On the 9 th February t h e j a t h a s t a r t e d from the 

Akal Talfot a f t e r t a k i n g a solemn vow of n o n v i o l e n c e in 

thought , word and a c t i o n . The d e c l a r a t i o n 0 f o r d e r s d e 

f i n i t e l y s t a t e that the Jatha sho i d remain p e r f e c t l y 

n o n v i o l e n t i n t h e f a c e of a l l p r o v o c a t i o n s . The j a t h a 

evoked g r e it enthusiasm on the way and at some h a l t i n g 

s t a t i o n s the crowd seems to have r i s e n u^t 0 f i f t y thousan 

- d s . Upto Bargari t h e i r march wa* uneventful exc«r»t f o r 

t h e l<*r#e crowd which f o l l o w e d in t h e i r wake. From 

Bargari t h e j a t h a l e f t f o r J a i t o a t 12 o ' c l o c k . At 

J a i t o the A d m i n i s t r a t o r had made c a r e f u l p r e p a r a t i o n s . Th« 

road to Crangasar Ourdwara from Bargari b i f u r c i t e s a t some 

d i s t a n c e from the Gurdwara* one path l e a d i n g to th 

Gurdwara Tibbt Sahib and another l e a d i n g s t r a i g h t to t h e 

Fort and Gangas*r. At t h e corner , where the ro <ad b i f u r -

c a t e s a p o s s e of c a v a l r y was o s t e d and a Lewisgun was 
• 

f i x e d . There was a l s o t e l e p h o n i c connect ion e s t a b l i s h e d 

between that ^ o i n t and the P o l i c e S t a t i o n . The road to 

G*ng asar w at narrowed oy barbe wiring which would a l low 

n l y a few p * p l e to pa«a at a t i m e . Thus tho. crowed 
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c o u l d be s e p a r a t e d from the Jatha.Some t roops were r a 

t i o n e d near Tibbl SaMn s h r i n e a l s o . A f t e r the Ja tha and 

the crowed hadpassed the Nabha b o m d r y Mr. Wilson John

s t o n , t h e A d m i n i s t r a t o r , approached thera and t o l d them 

the c o n d i t i o n s on which he was perpared topermit them to 

go t o G a ngaser . The J a t h a d i d n o t heed t h i s and marched 

forward a v o i d i n g t h e barbed wire f e n c i n g and swer ved to 

t h e r i g h t tak ing t h e path to Tib 1 Sahib . The A d m i n i s t 

r a t o r a sked them to d i s p e r s e whicn they d i d not do. The 

f i r e was opened but the Jatha advanced in t h e f a c e of 

b u l l e t s and reached Tibbl Sahib where they p l a n t e d t h e 

f l a g s and d e p o s i t e d t h e i r wounded. From th *r e t h e J a t h a 

marched on to G*ng aaer. 0n the way they were surrounded 

and asked to s u r r e n d e r . They were * * M t r a n s p o r t e d In 

b u l l o c k c a r t a t o the F o r t . 

TH C ISSUES 

»Th*>se f a c t s a tie not q u e s t i o n e d but , u n f o r t u 

n a t e l y , t h e same cannot be Said of t h e i s s u e s t h i s repor t 

h a s to d e a l w i t h . The q u e s t i o n s to be enquired i n t o are 

t h e f o l l o w i n g : -

1 . Had the crowd any f i r e a m s or o t h e r dan-

g e ID us weapo ns? 

2 . Did the crowd take a g g r e s s i v e a c t i o n ? 

3 . Wm8 t h e Aa.min i s t r a t o r 1 s a c t i o n l a f i r i n g on 

t h e crowd J u s t i f i e d in any *ay? 

4 . Was t h e r e any p r e - c o n c e l v e i p l a n in t h e 

crowd accompanying the Jatha? 

5 . ttere t h e wounded l o o k e d a f t e r ? 

6 . Th6 t r e a t m e n t of t h o s e a r r e s t e d or in J a i l 

7 . WAre t h e Akai 3 v i o l e n t a t any t ime? 

HAD THE CKOWD FIHF.AHMS? 

There was undoubted ly * * • * ? l * r « » o r o * d a l o n ^ 



with the jatha. Th«y w«« mostly villagers who had 

joined the jatha in tt l march so as to ba a le to witness 

what was ewidantiy 0 i n s t 0 be an imposing r e l i - i o u a 

of iraiony. The p i o u s country fo lk anx ious to ta*e part 

i n t h e r e l i g i o u s f u n c t i o n j o i n e d in 1 arg e numbers. 

D o c t o r Kltchlew and o t h e r s , who I n s p e c t e d the Jatha on 

t h e way, t e s t i f y to the enormous enthusiasm in t h e 

T i l l a g e s and t h e g r e a t welcome which the J a t h a * a s 

g i v e n at er^ry h a l t i n g s t a t i o n . The crowd was a very l a r g e 

o n e , numbering, probably many t h o u s a n d s , but i t was b e 

hav ing a l l a l o n g in a most o r d e r l y manner. 

I t i s admi t t ed that t h e J a t h a i t s e l f m a i n t a i n -

ed most Ax^mplary d i s c i p l i n e n a t u r a l l y s w e l l e d but* a l l 

the s t a t e m e n t s made b e f o r e me agree on the f a c t t h a t 

t h e r e w a s no d l s o r l e r l i n ^ a s or d i s p o s i t i o n to rowdyism 

on i t s p a r t . By f a r , the l a r . e s part of i t »*s walking 

behind t h e p r o c e s s i o n or on t h e s i d e s , b\it a few w^re in 

the f r o n t . In f a c t , the Jath*d*r a c t u a l l y asked them t o 

go behind a s i t would be an act of i r r e v e r e n c e on t h e 

p a r t o f t h e crowd t o p r e c e d e the proc s s i o n . The s t a t e 

ment in t h e o f f i c i a l r e p o r t , t h a t the j a t h a advanced 

under cover of s i x thousand armed Sikhsm os untrue . 

PRECONCEIVED PLAN 

an 

« f h e q u e s t i o n a s to whether the crowd accom -

y ing t h e J a t h a was p a r t of a p r e c o n c e i v e d p l a n , as i t 

i s sought to be made out , i s a more s e r i o u s one . Mr. 

Baiwant S i n g h f s account and the d e s p a t c h e s in t h e C i v i l 

and M i l i t a r y Gaset t e s u g g e s t t h a t t h e crowed was i n 

i t s e l f an o r g a n i s e d p a r t y c a l l e d t h e Durl i J a t h a under 

i t s own l e a d e r s and I t had come p u r p o s e l y to a t t a c k . 

"It i s s u g g e s t e d t h a t the i r r e g u l a r J a t h a 

formed p a r t of t h e pi *n of op - r a t i o n . There i s 
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a b s o l u t e l y no evidence of t a i t . I n f a , t , b h t » h o l 9 a t t l _ 

t u d . of the J a t h a 4 i « p „ T M the s u c t i o n . W. have D r . 

th i t "hen the Jatha s n -

the 

K i t c h l e w ' s own d i r e c t statement 

t e r e d the Habha t e r r i t o r y the Jathedar a d d r e s s 

crowd end %s;-ed them not to accompany the Jatha. « * • • the 

crowd dec lared th.it they were accompanying only for s e r -

v i n g a r e l i g i o n s ceremony they were requested to k*ex> 

beh ind . No one was permitted to address the crowed or 

the J a ha . In f a c e of t h i s , the attempt to coTer up 

o f f i c i a l panic by try ing to p i c t u r e the crowd as *n 

army of 'Badmashes1 , meant as an advance guard, would not 

hold water. On the otherhand, I do not rule out the 

s u g g e s t i o n t h a t ' Baimashes1 and undes i rab le s of a l l 

k inds might have t r i e d to j o i n the crowd. I t i s a l so 

i n t e r e s t i n g to note in t h i s connection th±t there w re 

s trong rumours in Ifch^S^ngat that a cons iderab le number of 

such men had j o i n e d as ^ g n t s provocateur under 

orders from the a u t h o r i t i e s ; but I have had no r e l i a b l e 

tes t imony to s u b s t a n t i a t e t h i s and I do not personal ly 

g i v c edence to t h i s . But one thing about the crowd 

i t c e r t a i n . It did not carry any arms. I t i s true that 

some p e o p l e in the crowd, p e r h a o s a cons iderab le number, 

c a r r i e d l a t h is and k i rpans , but b e s i d e that they had no 

arm9. A l l the w i t n e s s e s I h*r* examined are unanimous on 

t h i s p o i n t . Dr. Kltchl e", who p e r s o n a l l y inspec ted the 

j a t h a be fore i t reached the Hatha f r o n t i e r , d e c l a r e d 

emphat ica l ly that they d i d not p o s s e s s any. Fven the 

eapondent of the C i v i l and Mi l i tary Ga«*tte s p e c i a l cor 

who examine the t r o p h i e s captured from the o r i s o n e r s , 

did not s e e any f ireaime Thie i e whit he Says : -

«1 spent eome t ime in theFort t h i s a f ternoon examining 

the weapon that were recovered f r m the scene of the 

o n f l i c t or taken from the p r i s o n e r s i n Tibbi S a hib . 

There was a huge p i l e of bludgeons made from branches of 
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* * • • • were m o . t l 7 r e c o v e r y a f t e r » h . f l U h t of the Aka-

l i e 9 , but from t h e s e captured o u t s i d e Tibi s»kib were 

•words which by no p a s s i b l e exaggerat ion could be 

Kirpans Spears , a x e s , bamboo c u d g e l s , 

c a i r f 

a rak" and Some 

c o n v e r t e d p a r t e of agr i cu l tura l implements. I t i s not 

c l a i m e d *Ten in the Government communique that any f i r e 

arms *e»e captu ed. If , a 3 i e s u g g e s t e d by the Govern-

ment , the crowd had any f irearms wi th them, how i s i t 

t h a t not even one specimen, j u s t as a Trophy, WU9 

c iptured when such a l a r g - number of the A k a l i i surrende

red? I am p e r f e c t l y s a t i s f i e d , both from th* s ta tements 

of t h e h i g h l y r e«pon s ibi e w i t n e s sea and from i n f e r e n c s 

from t \B known f a o t f that the crowd w%s a b s o l u t e l y un

armed axoept for the p o s s e s s i o n of t h e L a t h i s . 1 

WHtfPHEH CROWD TOOK AGGrR 3S SIV ' ACTI *: 

S^ferring to t h e quest ion whether t h e crowd 

took any a g g r e s s i v e a c t i o n , the r e p o r t says that t h e r e 

i s w i l d e x a g g e r a t i o n in the report of Mr. Balw nt Singh, 

K a l v a t M a g i s t r a t e . I t says th *t s i t might e a s i l y hare 

been t h a t l a t h i s ware prominent in the bans of t h e 

v i l l a g e r s but i t i s o l e a * that no v i o l e n t ic t ion *a^ 

i n t jided by the crowd. " I t fur ther • a y s , " d e a r l y the 

Government a c c e p t s that the f i r s t a g g r e s s i v e a c t i o n 

l e a d i n g to the da Ah of so many c i t i z e n s came from tha 

p r e c i p i t a t e order of t h e a u t h o r i t i e s t h e m s e l v e s . " D i s 

c u s s i n g t h e j u s t i f i c t i o n of t h i s o rder Mr. Panikker s a y a , 

"I am conv inoed th*fc t i* Admin i s tra tor became panicky 

and ordered f i r e as * 3 ^ - * °* f « a r » O n o 9 « n t e n c o in 

3 P . K i t c h l e w ' s r e p o r t - i v e s the c l u e . r . Johns tone , 

when h9 saw Mr. Oldwani and Br. K i t c h l e w , t o l d them 

• You s p o i l e d the ' h o l e a f f a i r . I had arranged for t h e i r 

p e a c e f u l a r r e s t . Ae a r e s u l t of your coming I had to 
U 
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Changs my p l a n . Evident ly the Adminis t ra tor thought th 

p r o f « 3 3 0 r Gidwani and Dr. Kltchiew f e r e l a d i n g a mob 

army to t ake p o s s e s s i o n of Nabha and i t i s t h i s s t a t e of 

pan i c i n t which he wa* dr iven th i t ex l a i n a hi s o rder to 

l i r e . I have not found i t p o s s i b l e to es t imate the 

a c t u a l f i g u r e s (of c a s u a l t i e s ) with any degree of <*u## 

c o r r e c t n e s s . Almost a l l the wi tnesses P** t h * number 

of k i l l e d at about 30 and the wounded about one hundred.H 

The conc i iding p o r t i o n of t h e r e p o r t , r e f e 

r r i n g t o bke c a r e of t h e woundedf i s s i g n i f i c a n t *nd 

r u n s a s f o l l o w s ; ~ 

CARS 0? THS WOUNDED 

*A9 to t h e q u e s t i o n of f i r s t a i d to t h e wounded 

t h e a c c u s a t i o n s of d e l i b e r a t e c a l l o u s n e s s a r e n o t b o r n e 

o tit by t h e f a c t s a d m i t t e d by t h e w i t n e s s e s The Admin-

l s t r a t o r do -a n.)t s e .••» to hav thought about t h e quest ion 

beforehand and *as at a l o s s when a c t u a l l y faced with 

t h e problem. But t h e statein-sn s of the wounded man *gree 

t h a t aft<er they had been taken to t h e Fort they we*e 

supp l i ed with milk and e f f o r t s w r e made to d r e s s t h e i r 

wounds p r o p e r l y . The whole inc iden t seems to h sve besn 

the r e s u l t of p a n i c . The Admin Saratov Seems to have been 

under the impress ion t h a t sn army was coming t o Invade 

Nabha. I t i s t h i s f a i s and unjust i f ic able in fe rence 

t ha t was the cause of the t r o u b l e . T h e A k a l i s tavere-

p e a t e d i y d e c l a r e d t h a t t h e i r otojact i s onl. to nresuroe 

t h e Akhand Path hu t t h e Adminiatr ito r i a i p l eased to 

P , a d o t h e r i n t e n t i o n s In to UM march of the J a t h a and t o 

a c t a* i f he was fac ing a h o a t U e f o r c e . On t h . 

e-riden e o-fore me and on the publ i sh** f a c t s f the c%s 

I oan only conclude: -

• 

-
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1 . That t h e crowd w as unarmed excopt f o r l a t h i 

and w*. n e r r a g g r e a a i v e . I t c e r t a i n l y had no f i r ^ a r m a . 

2 . That t h e J a t h a remained p e r f e c t l y n o n v i o l e n t 

to t h e end . 

3 . T h e r e was no j u s t i f i c a t i o n whatever f o r t he 

a c t i o n of t h e Admin i s t r ^to r and t h e f i r e , even if i t had 

been opened on ly a^ a p r e c a u t i o n a r y measure , was c a r r i e d 

on f o r an unnec s s a r y l e n g t h of t i m e . " 

The T r i b u n e d a t e d J u l y 10 . 19 34 co le 

THE J A l ! 0 JUT.GM7 T I I 

| . h a t • a l r e a d y p o i n t e d ou t 3ome of t h e s en^T i l 

d e f e c t s of t h e judgment d e l i v e r e d by Hal S*hib ,\mar Nath 

i n •shit i a known aa t h e J a i t o c a a e . l e h a v ^ a i a o I n d i 

c a t e d on what f l i m a y grounda t h e d i a l - t a r es ted t e s t imony 

of a r e s p e c t a b l e American j o u r n a l i s t haa b^en d i s b e l i e v e d 

Th 9 3 s f a « t l Hlon> if.-, La our o p i n i o n , S u f f i c i e n t *0 

d e s t r o y t h e j u d i c i a l v a l u e of t h e ronouncement . But they 

a r e no t a l l . T h e r e tf« a l s o g r ave l * - a l d e f e c t s i n t h e 

a r g v n e n t which h a s a p p a r e n t l y l*d t h e l a a ned M a g i s t r a t e 

c o n v i c t t h e 22 a c c u s e d . Clear p o i n t s of law h a v - been 

n o r e d , wi th t h e r e s u l t t h a t a g r a v a m i s c a — i a g of 

t o 

i g 

j u s t i c e h a s t a*en p l a c e . To c o n s t i t u t e an o f f i c e u n d e r 

• a c t i o n **Ae*x 149 of t h e In<l**n p - n a l Code i t i s 

e s s e n t i a l to p rove (1 ) t h a t t h e accused b e l o n g t : an 

unl awful a e e e m b l / f (11) *ha* *n? m* b * r *T m ™ b « r 9 o f 

euch a s sembly committed an o f f i c e Ifl p r e t e n t i o n of 

the common o b j e c t of t h a t a S 3ATi b l r , o r s u n * t h e mem b-

be r s of t i n a»*«* 
b l y kne* t o be l i k e l y to be co n i t ' e d 

th.-i4; u I-* .caused 
In p r o s e 

we* at 

•ut ton of «*** • » * • • * a n d ( U i ) 

« *.T «««mUMnc <f t h a t of e n c » , t h e t i i » a ° f t h a commit -m, , 

members of t h e » • a . s t a b l y . 



- 67 -

A« r«g%«U t h e f i r s t , In t h e f*oe of Mr. zircand' • 

r e l i a b l e and t ho ro t^h ly ' i m p a r t i a l t e s t i m o n y , »hich t h e 

l e a r n e d M a g i s t r a t e h a s g i v e n no a d e q u a t e r aeon f o r d i s 

c a r d i n g , t h a t t h e members of t h e crowed w*r* good 

humoured f e l l o w s ' ) and t h a t t h e crowd had no f! -•eanrs or 

Any s h a m edged weapon- • c jpt t h e k i r p a n s , and in t h e 

Absence of any d i s i n t ^r s t ed t Independen t and r e l i a b l e 

e v i d e n c e t o t h e c o r a t r ary f i t p a s s e s o n e ' s eon r eh ens Ion 

how t h e g a t h e r i n g eould be c a l l e d an unlawful a s s e m b l y . 

T o r were any f i r e a r m s , wh * cb. a lone they a re Sa id to hav 

used , c s p t u r e d . T n s S e f a c t s knock t h e bottom o n t of t h e 

t h e o r y of •unlawful assem bL,rl • Then, a g a i n , t h e r e i s 

t h e h i g h e s t j u i i c i a l a u t h o r i t y f o r t h e s t a e m o n t t h a t 

" i f a number of p e r s o n s as »mble for a l awfu l p u r p o s e , 

and w i t h t h e i n t e n t ton of c a r r y i n g i t ou t lav-.f i l l y , th 

assembly does n o t become unlawf 1 by t h e f c t t h 4 they 

kn ^ they would be opposed an6 had »;ood r e a s o n to bellow* 

t h sit a b r e a c h of t h e pe*,ce WQ ui d be committed by t h o s e 

who opposed them.M More. "Although t h e conduct of t he 

53 

assembly e x c i t e s o t h e r s to a br-s-ch of the p e a c e , y t , 

u n l e s s i t i s t h e ob j c t of t h e assembly to do so f i t I s 

no t an un lawfu l assembly on t h a t a c c o i s i t . * Le t us 

examine the f a c t s i n t h e p r e ? s n t c*se i n t h e l i h t of 

t h e s e we igh ty pronouncem sn te . Her* a r - a l a r g e number of 

p e r s o n s p l e d g e d to a o a - w l o l e a c e in t h e i r a t t e m p t to 

a c h i e v e a l a w f u l r e l i g i o n s &n&. By t h e i r g r e a t s e l f -

s a c r i f i c e i n the c a u s e of t h * i r r e l igion t h e y a t t - c t 

t o w a r d s t h e m s e l v e s a 1»«?« number of *n thu3 i . e t i c admi-

who h a v e no oth.vr a r ^ a r ^ i t o b j e c t but to p a s s t h e 

5 s t p o s s i b l e t i m e in t h e com-oanjr 0* ttia fo rmer . 

t t r i 

l o n g e 

M i o f them undo b t e d l y know t h a t t h e y would be opposed 

breach of t h e poace * » l i k e l y t o be oommist .nd t h a t a 

by t h o s e who opposed them, b it t h e y had ap a r e n t l y no 

i n t e n t i o n of p r o v o k i n g sucli b r each of t h e pe c i them-

t. 
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s e l v s . H0w can such a g a t h e r i n g C o n s t i t u t e an «unl w-

f u l a6semb:.y?H w e a B k f l g t b 9 r a a n y i n d e p e n d e n t and 

r e l i a b l e e v i d e n c e on r e c o r d to p r o v e t h a t t h e method 

f o l l o w e d o r p r o p o s e d t o be f o l l o w e d by t crowd was 

u n l a w f u l ? The s t o r y of t h e p o s s e s s i o n and us * of f i r e -

a r m s , we h ^ v e s e e n , i s no t a s t s b l J sh ed f o r no f i r e a r m s 

r p r o d u c e d , J^o s t o r y of the t h r e a t e n i n g i t t l t u d e of 

t h e crowd ha9 a l s o no d i s i n t e r e s t e d md i n d e p e n d e n t 

e v i d e n c e t o sup o r t i t . When b o t h t h e ^ e a r * ta l ren aw «yf 

what i a l e f t b u t a pcacef"*! crowd a s sembled to a c h i e v -

ft l a w f u l p u r p o s e in awf 

At f o r t h e second And t h e t h i r d p o i n t s we "av 

o n l y t o r e i t e r a t e t h a t t h a 'common' o b j e c t of t h e a s s e m b l y 

was q u i t e l a w f u l , bo tag o n l y t h e s m a r t i n g of t s 

Akhand P a t h , and t h d t i f a t a l l any r e l i a b l e e v i d e n c e 

e x i s t e d a g a i n s t any d e s u l t o r y i n d i v i d u a l s h a v i n g commi-
I 

t t e d any of f sncrj i t 10 o n l y t h o s e p a r t i c u l a r i n d i v i d u a l s 

t h± t i t would be r i ; h t t o p r o s e c u t e and , in t h a t ca.Q«, 

t o o i I t wo t ld be a o c w s s a r y to p r o v t h e o f f e n c e In 

!*cli i n d i v i d u a l c a s s . i t woifcld n o t s u f f i c i e , as I t 

a p p o a r s to h a v e done in t h e p r - s e n t c a 9 e , m e r e l y to 

i n f s r t h e ^ u i l t of an o t h e r w i s e inuoeo t t t I n d i v i d u a l from 
• 

t h a p o s s i b l e fiuilt of a n o t h e r . 

L a s t l y , t h e s e n t e n c e s p a s s e d by t h e l e a r n e d 

M a g i s t r a t e a r * p o * l t l v a l J T m o n s t r o u s i n Sr>ite of h i 3 

p r o f e s s i o n s i f r e g a r d f o r s e x and a g e . To a i r d , t a n , 

s v e n $ o r even f i v e y e a r s f o r an ' o f f e n c e 1 , which i s 

a t t h e v ^ r y best, but d o u b t f u l , and w h i c h , a c c o r d i n g t o 

g e t t a r a l b e l i e f and unques t l o a a f c l t i n d e p e n d e n t t - s imony, 

was nev r commit sad t i s t h a c l imax of j u d i c i a l p e r v a r -

a l t y . T h i s p e r v e r s i t y i s p a r t i c u l a r l y h a u ton >d i n t h i 

c as e of t h e l a d y a c c u s e d whos c r i m e , a t I t * wore*,, 

c o n s i s t e d m e r e l y i n f a n a t i c a l e j a c u l a t i o n s on t h e h o r r J 
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faorrltl* l o s s of 1 if ^ t h a t h a d been c , i s , d by the 

f i r i n g by t h e S t a t e f o r c e . I t i s i J v i U l a l ' t>ro-

no-anoemenfcs l i k e t h i s t h a t h a r e undermined and a r e 

f u r t h e r « 4 s m i n i n g p e o p l e ' s c o n f i d e n c e in t h e J u i t i c e 

of l aw c o u r t s which u s e d n o t l o n g ago to be d e s c r i b e d 

it t h e s t r o n g e s t bu iwa rd of t h e 3 t * t e . 

lke_Trlbunq___dat od $ ^ t b m u e r 4, 1 9 a 4 . p a r 4 , c o l s . 3 . 3*4 

WHY THE J^IRIU'Q V NEGOTIATIONS FAILED 

S. G. P . C. ! S VERSI 

In r e v i e w i n g the Bikh s i t u a t i o n a t a g a r d e n 

p a r t y ^ i v « t o him a t Am'jai a S i r Mal>colm H a i l ay d e c 

l a r e d thm t t h e e n t i r e a c t i v i t i es of t h e Government in 

r e g a i d t o I h e A^a] 1 movement a r e d i r e c t e d t o w a r d s t h e 

f r i e n d l y a c t of 9«yi«ng them fr>.n th a i n e v i t a b l e f a t e of 

a community which y i e l d s t o t h e a d v i c e of t h o s e who 

a t t e m p t to i n c u l c a t e a m e n t a l i t ^ l ieh i t con temptuous 

of t h e r i g h t s f o t h e r COramnn i t i es and S u b v e r s i v e of t h e 

a u t h o r i t y of t h e S t a t e . H i s E x c e l l e n c y a l s o e x p r e s s e d 

Sympathy wi th t h e demand f o r r e l i g i o u s reform and f o r 

t h e e n a c t m e n t of l e g i s l a t i o n f o r t h e pur t )o?e of a P a n t h i c 

c o n t r o l of t h e s h r l n 3 . Ag a remedy f o r t h e p r e s n t e v i l s 

e i d H i s ^ x c e l l enc 9
 rtwe have offered you that remedy 

before; we of 'er it again. « Svid-mtly, what Eli 

Excellency ifln t^d to sug *at by therapeutic a.iusions 

and vague afl^unnces wa-> that the rac nt n =?got i at ions 

between the Sikhs and tho Government failed as a result 

of the intransigence of the J call* iad of their 

"mentality ffhioh is contemptuous ,f % ^ rights of the 

other communities and • uVreriire of the authority f the 

s ta te" . The follow ins communication sent to the Secre

tary of St*t» ^7 me as one who to k part i n th e negotia-
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t l o n a a s a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the S. G. P . C. would p r o v e 

c l e a r l y t h a t t e Sikh m i n d 3 were n e t on : - m o d e r a t e 

in th e n s e l v a a , but d i d no t in any way I n t e r f e r e wi th the 

r i g h t s of o t h e r Communities* The Shromani Committee d i d 

no t p u b l i s h t h e f a o v 3 About t h e s e n e g o t i a t i o n s , in s p i t e 

of i n s i s t e n t d em and from t i ie p u b i c , I h s Committee h a s 

bean f o r c e d to o u b l i s h t h e t r u e *ers ion of t h e co i r se of 

n e g o t i a t i o n aa a to s u i t of t h e unfounded a l l e g a t i o n s 

made by H i e S x c e l l e n o ? obvio aely f o r p u r p o s e s of p r o p a -

n d a . e v i d e n t l y " p r o f e s s o r s of a p o r j u r e d p u b l i c i t y * 

• x l s t **ven o u t s i d e t h e Akai r a n k s . The f o l l o w i n g i s the 

f u l l oext of fehe common i c a t i o u , which h i s t he f u l l a p p -

roTa l of t h e 3hi rom*ni Committee id has been sho*n to 

r . C r a i k , uh * Chief S e c r e t a r y to t h e Pun jab Government . 

The Tiublio can f o r the roso lves s »S how f a r we 

h*Y« been actust^c* by a s i n e r e d e s i r e f o r pcaC . The 

S ikhs hav a lways b e p i and i r « t o d y p r e p a r e d f o r an 

h on c u r a t ] * and e q u i t a b l e S e t t l e m e n t of t h e Crurdwara 

q u e s t i o n . Bit i f I t * Malcolm want-a to p r o l o n g ou r 

s u f f e r i n g s s t i l l f u r t h e r H i s E x c e l l e n c y w i l l f i n d t h e 

S i k h s r ady t o a nan t o ch «*-rf H I s a c r i f i c e e v e r y t h i n g 

f o r t he s a c r e d m i s s i o n of Gurd»*r* r e fo rm . I hope t h e 

S i k h coram u n t y would r i s e equa l to t h e o c c a s i o n and 

r e c e i v e t h e coining blow wi th p e r f e c t e q u a n i m i t y . 

LETTER T ° SlCSSflfAHT Of STA'^'I 

In i t » communique d a t e d J t f ie 3 rd Government 

i:.»a a « * i f t i * « l 7 announced t h a t t h e i d e a of t h e Birdwood 

Oommi t t . e h a s been abandoned f o r t l p r e s e t a s ft] e 

r a t i o n s b e t v e a t h i Government and t h e l l k ' t s hou t conve 

p r e l i m i n a r i e s hav , n o t t - s u i t e d In an a g r e e m e n t . In o r d e r 

ti, t t h e r e may n o t be any m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g a b o u t t h . 

p o s i t i o n of t h e S i k h , i n t h i s m-xt ter , t h e f o l l o w i n g 

a t a t m i t If. s e n t to yoi*. . _ 



- 7 

on the i ? t h Apr i l 8 a r d a r J 0 db s i n * h ind S a r 

i n * I M m l a » tn«h t two Sikh a o u n c i l l a r s , a f t e r d i s e n d i n g 

t h e m a t ^ * t i l t h Gen 3d 3 # ara t»*7 f l a t Govern* n t Hnuae, 

Laho ra , m*t the r e p r s s mt a t l v e * of the s . o . P . c . in 

Lahore i ' o r t and o u t s i d e .±n<i t o ld them t h a t t h i Government 

Oontemplated s e t t l e m e n t of N a ^ha, J a i t o Gurdwara L e g i s 

l a t i o n and Kir m a f f a i r s and had made s u g g e s t i o n s 

acco din l y . But ±* *ihe Gov ram en t was not ab l e to c a r r y 

out i t s own propos j , about Habha the s e t t l e m e n t of tha t 

a f f a i r d no t mature and i t was agreed upon by both 

p a r t i e s to nroc J. wi th the e o l a t i o n of the o t h e r ques 

t i on 1 Having the Uahha ques t ion open* I t was t h e l e a i r e 

of t h e (lovrtmrn^nt th i t th« *ot t lement aho tad t a k e t h e f o r 

of a c o n f i d e n t i a l 9g r a etnas atn* The $V<B a g r e e i n g , a docu

ment was d n u n up, in w.ilch Gov era in en t agreed to : i v e a 

d e f i n i t e w r i t t e n under tak ing about the r e l e a 3 3 of 

p r i s o n PS I n c l u d i n g thoSe under t r i a l in L*hvre tfort * > 

w^ill as t h o s a a r r e s t e d in connec t ion wi th J a i t o a f f a i r 

a f t e r t he p as sag* of t he G-tirdwara B i l l wi th t he consent 

of t e Sikh c o u n c i l l o r s . The d r a f t d o c m a n t wa« brought 

by Bhal J 0 dh Singh and S i r d a r a r a i n Singh on 28th Apr i l 

to t h e S« G. P . C. r e p r e s e n t a t i v e who p ro 02 ed some 

o r d i n a r y amendment uh ich «ere based on r e l i g i o u s grounds 

The Sa &• Pa c# bad of I t s own accord o f f e r e d to suspend 

a l l forms of a g i t a t i o n in o rde r to a r e a t a a calm atmos

p h e r e f o r t h e Birdwood Com n i t t e a . ?he Government agreed 

to cance l t h e Or, Law amendment Act N o t i f i c a t i o n d e a l e r -

l n g t h e S. * . P. 0 , and the 6 . A . ^ . a« unlawful a»«o-

c i a t i una and to aba* a nf roa f r e sh a*r a t« and o t h e r 

p e n a l a c t i o n * . ' e o W l » , th« go ln« of J a t h a * to J a i t o 

and Bhai Pfceroo was to c*a*e . She ndments d a s i r e d b? 

t h e S. » . P . C. were of euoh o r d i n a r y and r e a s o n a b l e 

n a t u r e t n * t Bh»i Jo<ih Singh eonoidefed the s e t t l e * n t 

. o l i k e l y *aa* he t h o u g h t t h a t ano the r meet ing would no t 

be a e o t f - i a r y . He t h e r e f o r e asked f o r and ob ta ined t h e 
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written authority of the S4 G. P# C, for hiaaelf and 

Sardar Narain 3* n^h to complete the transaction *nd 

Q i^n on behalf of the S. G% p. c. v:hen on 1st May the 

two Sikh counninora met the representatives of the 

Go Tama an t , they wer* fa* L with a new proposal. Th.-jy 

were told th*t the Funjab Government instead of making 

a confidential agreement wanted to publish a resolution 

cubc1aot to the approval of the Government of India. This 

draft resolution discic a nm ter of change* from the 

position t :J-.on up by Government previously, '.Vh'on this 

was shown to th#S.tt.P.C. repres ent «tiv >a they natural 7 

•-plied that thay felt i t would not advance Batters to 

discuss proposals that yet require! the a^orovj. of the 

Government of India, but that thay ware prepared to glT* 

a definite reoly if something w,*r* shown than In a final 

• haoe. Afte two w**ks Silenoa the Punjab Government 

h*n&*cl to .Bvvai Joih Singh and Sard .r N*rain Singh on 17th 

of May a f? rev la ad draft of r>ropo**d r solution by the 

Punjab Government, " approvad by the Government of Tndia. 

I l l I t wa-3 fuund that the Government proposals 

had aid igona furtasr ••ser ia l curt ailment. The defi

n i te urula -taking about she release of all prisoners was 
\ 

n,w changed Into a mora intention to revie" the cases 

of certain classes * prisoners u»d release as many of 

them ,s possible, lbs rsleaas Of S*td*r Bahadur iehtab 

Sin^h and others i n l a h x , Fort w*s distinctly omitted 

,nd the S. • . P . c - w * 3 a 3 k e d t 0 r 9 l y o n * T f , r b i l a a u " 

ranee atous the withdrawal of their case. There war* 

oth.r one* * too. The S. ». P. 0. could n t accept the 

verbal as r.r.nce and the resolution as a *<*• and gave 

a n elaborate reply on the 18th May indic t ing how the 

no propossli *«1 * W • * * Snort of Gov m i n t ' s own 

proposes • • * • preriousiy. «fcil« these conversations 

h ad been go in on the Government instead of glv <4f »*• 
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S i k h s an I m p a r t i a l n n q i r / A b o u t t h f , J a l t f i r ng 

whioh t h e 3 , Q, ? . o , h,,< been d M « a d l a | from t h e 

g i n n i n g , s t a r t e d i t R a b h a a t r U i of 2 2 81*ha i n c l u i ^ 

b - s i d e s a 3 i>h 1 * -, t h e H td J a t h e d a * and J a t h e d a r 

of t; l a t ^hc Ldi J a t h a , which h d b e t a f i r e d upon on 

2 l s t ] b ru - . r y i s p i t e f j t a a d m i t t e d n o n - v i l a a c * . 

The S. l*. P# C. i n i ta r e p y had t o n o t i c e t h i s f a c t . 

On t h e nd Bhai Jodh S i a h w s c a l l ed a t 

i a l a and shovn ?„ d r a f t announce* ear*, t wh*ch Government 

p r o o f e d t o p u b l i s h a b o u t t h e brea^' of n e g o t i a t i o n s and 

t h e abandonment S t h e B i r d wood C o n m i t t ^ e as no agreem'snt 

co dd be r e a c h e d , H* d i d r o t t a k e e x c e p t i o n to t h e 

w a r d i n g w h i c h were o o l o n r ] *•*« On b n t e g a s k e d a g a i - i 

h o w e v e r , h e Qnpv »ased h i s b e l i e f tv i xn h o n o u r a b l e 

s ^ ^ t l e m nt was no t i m p o s s i b l e * Uext day t h e Government 

r e p r e s * n t a t i v o s ve him t o u n d a r a t a n : t h a t c e r t a i n 

am^ndman.a co ad be raad9 i n t h e r e s o l u t i o n , but t h ^ t on 

t h e q u e s t i o n rf r e l e a s e of p r i s o n e r s , i o c l ding t h e 

1 j i e r s in L a b o r s F o r t and t h o s e u n d e r g o i n g t r i a l a t 

Kabha , t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s p o s i t i o n w i n & l t e r e d . 

i \ 
* 

Bhai Jodh S j n : h and S a r d a r * a r * i n S^ngh 

saw t h e r p r e s e n t a t i v ^ of t h e S . G . P . C . .on t h e 26th 

wh n r a 1 l e d t h \ t t h e y w*nt*d an 3Xpl l e i t d e c l a r a t i o n 

a b o u t v,he u n c o n d i t i o n a l r e l e a s e of p r i s o n e r s p o i n t i n g 
t 

o u t , ho» -.y • r f t h a * t i f t h * Government i n s i s t e d on making 

i t s announc m i t i n a p a r t i c u l a r phr o o l o g y , i t m igh t 

« ; ive A p r i v a t e w r i t en M « ^ . n c « *<h t t h e word* r e A l y 

m oant th i t a l l the p*i«oi n wi l l »e release* on the 

passage oi the B i l l . *ho*t the p*i« *ra « d rgolag 

'at Mahba in ooaneoti n with the J s l to **ag 4y, 

q & P C. suggest ea the a l ternat ives , release 
t r i a l 

the* 

t h o s e T>ris n e w a l o n g w i t h n th r J i . i t o p r i s o n e r s , o r 

i m p a r t i a l 

Gov^rnmen t 

•nquity. * * « • • vie • * .*«. a a y ooxTeye* to 

by Bhai Join Hog* in two l a t e r e . On 28th 

- . ' 
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Kay he r e o e i v o d a l e t t e r and U l a g r 

&ov • ma -jji 6 i n f o rrai ne him 

f r o a P u n j a b 

t h a t t h e Government was n o t 

p r e p u r i t o make any o h e n g t ^ d u n l e s s Gov .m. at ? r o -

P o a ai a of r-lay 23rd were a c c e p t e d by noon ,n Monday, t h e 

ad J u n e , t h e n e g o t i a t i o n s may be c o n s i d e r e d to h a t d 

ended . I h u s , a f t or d r a g g i n g on f o r f u l l tw0 >nths and 

a f t e r s u b s t a n t i a l a g r e e m e n t on moat o t h e r p o i n t s the 

n e g o t i a t i o n s hav * m a i n l y broken where t h e y h i d begun , 

t h a t I s , on t h e q u e s t i o n of tn •> r e l e a s e of p r i s o n e r s . 

Pny >urdwara Lag i s l aft Ion wo old be doomed to f a i l u r e , 

i f t h o s e who ha* • 3uff r e d to s e c u r e i t do not cone ou t 

t o wore I t a rd t h e b i t t e r n e s s due to t h e i r d e t ~ - t i o n in 

J a i l c o n t i n u e s , I t i s h a r d to u n d e r s t a n d why the. 

Q-o "^rnment c o u l d n . t g i v e t h e r e q u i r e d a s s u r a n c e u n i « s ? 

i t meant t o i \in t h e r i e o n e r s and f r u s t r a t e i t s own 

p u r p o s e of r e s t o r i n g peace oy , i v i a g t h e d « 3 i r e d l e g l s -

l a t b n . I t i s a i so o l e &r t ha t ho w m o d e r a t e t] e s i kh 

dam and was f o r i n v iew of t h e i r t r emendous s u f f e r i n g s a t 

IT jink an a S a h i b , Guru ka Bagh, J a i t o , 3hal o r o o , ^ t c , 

by which h u n d r e d s h a v e l o s t t h e i r 3 i v a 3 , t h o u s a n d s h a v e 

b o r n render .on d e s t i t u t e and h o m e l s s , t h e y s i g h t w<*li 

h a v p i t c h e d t h e i r demands much h i g h e r , but knowing 

th t n o t h i n g i n t h e wor ld could make u^ f o r t h e s e 

s u f f e r i n g s which mus t go a s a s a c r i f i c e f o r t h e i r God 

and 6 \ i r ; t h a y o n l y • •lead f o r t he t e l a 3a of - . r i e o n e r s . 

Tha p r *s m t r u o t u r e of a a g o t i a t l o a a h a s 

co f l r n - 1 t h e f e a r of t h a a v e r a g i S ikh t h a t Government 

do as no t want to r o l ^ e * * • l e * i e r e and w o r k a r e s of t h e 

3 1 & o n r a - a n i t y and t h a t a Government which would no t 

would n o t c o n s e n t to g i T e them a S a t i s f a c t o r y 

S u r d w a r a L e « » l a t b n . K o t h i n g s t r a n g e , f the S ikhs 

do 

t h X 

in vi<>* of thf l3« p a s t e r p e r s i n c e and p a r t i c u L a f ly of 

t h e p r e 
. « « n ^ o t i a t i o s , i n s i s t t h a t t h e i r 1 e d e r9 a t 

r a l eABed ao t h a t t h e y may as f r e e l e a s t »u#t f i r s t b,e 
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man h o l p to fasHon the B i l l and ca r ry t he whole 

cooi rmni ty w i t h them in a c c e p t i n g and working i t 

I t may a l s o be p o i n t e d o \& a t t h e end t h a t 

f a r t h e q u e s t i o n of t h e p e r s o n n e l of Bird wood 

Commit ter h a d n o t been d i a c u a s e d and t h a t t h e r e had been 

no o p p o r t u n i t y f o r agreement or d i sag reemen t on t h i s 

D o i n t . 
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