








(411 ﬁigbts Reservad.)

HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY

THE SIKH RELIGION

.(IN TWO PARTS)

BY

KHAZAN SINGH,

ﬁxn—u fxssxsTAN'r Fommssxonsn, PELH!.L

m—.o-—-n

sfs 3 791 #31

Conguest of Self, is the Conguest of the Universe.

PO  Sehienssnndiie®

PART 11,
thﬁosophy.

— s
érﬁua

'”* Pm?mn a7 tun “N EWAL KI1SHORR" Prass, LD, LABORE.







DEDICATED

TO

Coroxer J. A, L. MONTGOMERY, M A, c.5.1.,

Late Financial Commessioner of the Panjab,

In token of the Author’s gratitude,






ERRATA OF PART II.

Page 328, para 8, line 5, for ¢‘olitical®® read *‘political.*
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887, para 2, line 11, for “idolatory” read ‘‘idolatry.*

341, line 7 from bottom, for ¢th” read “the.”

341, foot-note, insert bracket before “Dutt’s” and omit the
one before *“he.”

343, expunge “32” from line 7 and place it before line 11.

348, insert 33" before the first line of the hymn.

348, line 4 of hymn, for “Balhnte’® read Bahnte.
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407, verse 88, line 2 from bottom, insert bracket

348, verse, line 6, for ‘“jdke” read ¢jde.”

348, —,,— line 7, for “rahi® read ‘“rahi.”

348, =, ,~= line 8, for “nam?®® read “ndm.”

350, hymn, line 1, for *job’’ read “jﬁb.”

350, hymn, insert 84’ before Jab.’

350, hymn, line 3, for “rasol” read ‘rasal.”

367, hymn 46, line 6, for “songhariai” read ¢‘sanghariai.”’

371, line 9, for “wh* read ‘who.”

373, line 6 from bottom, for *“add® read ‘“and.*®

392, line 10, omit (.) from “epithet He ”

393, line § from bottom, after ‘‘created” read ¢‘and.”

394, verse 71, insert inverted commas before “He' in line 3,
omitting them from ¢His* in line 5.

394, verse 72, line 11, for “nosuperstition’'read*‘no superstition.”

395, line 1, insert 78" before *Tis.”

399, para 3, line 2, for (,) insert .’ full stop.

397, hymn 77, line 2 from bottom, for “world"
‘‘universe.’’

398, foot-note, insert (®) before the first line.

399, Jine 1 from bottom, for ¢f* read ¢¢‘of.”

404, verse 85, for “pharaian™ read ‘‘phardiai.”

read

‘“‘machine.”
411, verse 91, line 6, for **Anliase® read ‘*Anlias.”

417, verse 93, line 8 for ¢‘deh” read “de.”

420, hymn 100 line 4, for *bhao’® read “bhao.”
431, hymn 112 line 2, for “biddeda’” read **bdde da.”
431, hymn 112, line 12, for *‘ihse” read “lkse.”

4:33 hymn 115, line 2, expunge one *‘ronde.”
435, hymn 119, line 1, for *‘jasi” read ‘‘gia.”
438, hymn 121, line 6, after *‘punished” insert “in.”
449, line 8 from bottom, for “guol” read ‘‘soul.”
455, line & from bottom, for “one’’ read eon.” |
459, hymn 142, line 6, for “nimanti™read ‘nimdnri,”
461, bymn 142, line 5, for ‘‘saka” read *sada.’”

466 line ], for “abnc” read “fabric.”
472, line 2 for “khadhésh’® read ‘khahish,”
472, line 3, for “Jis” read *Tis,”







PART IT

CHAPTER XX.

Ancient and Modern Religions of the World.

In this part we propose to deal with the philosophy
and doctrines of the Gurus of the Sikhs, based on the
scriptures of the Sikhs, or the Holy Granth, and the
dialogues which Guru Nanak had with the Qazis of Makka
and Madina. As will be explained later on, the mwission
of the Gurus was to amalgamate the religious systems of
the whole world and to show the righteous and direct

path to heaven.

Guru Nanak informs us that the world 1s subject to
four cycles and that the never-ending succession of those
cycles is ever going on. The first of these is ““Sa{ Yug”
or the age of righteousness, otherwise called the Golden
age. That age was swayed by Brahma Rikh, and the
world professed one and the same religion.

The next age was “Treta” (Silver age) in which
three-fourths of truth prevailed. The rulers were called
Kshatryas (or warriors). Ram Chandar was then
an incarnation of Vishnu. He ruled over the whole

earth, and the whole race ¢f mankind had then a uniferm
faith. E

The third was “Duanar” (the Brazen age) with a
mixture of righteousness and unrighteousness, truth
and falsehood.  The sovereign power then lay with
the Yadave, while Krishna was #he incarnation: of
Vishnu. The whole world had then also one and
the same faith., However at'the end of Duapar and
In the beginning of Kalyuga (the Iron age) the
case became different. Truth remained one-fourth while
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falsehood usurped the rewaining three-fourths. Different
religions and creeds came into existence.

Before proceeding further we mustenlighten our readers
as to whether these aphorisms of the great Guru were the
idle talk of an ascetic or pretender to spiritual power or
were really true, being based on facts. A superficial reader
may consider them to be unsound and incorrect but the
labours of the able and well-known author, Lieut.-Colonel
James Todd (to whom we are much indebted in this
resp-ct enable us to assure our readers that the remarks
of Guru Nanak are wholly true.

A reference to and careful study of the ‘‘Religious
Establishments, festivals, and customs of Mewar,”’ which
was written by the saxid author long ago, clearly supports
the remnarks of the Guru. Of course the various and incessant
olitical and religious changes, as well as the religious
intolerance and consequent absence of peace and education,
have allowed no proper history to be pre<erved, but
manners, customs, and mythology throw a grcat light on
the ancient relivions of the world.

In primitive times God was worshipped as
the Supreme Being. Later on natural pheno-
mena were deified and worshipped. The earliest
principal  objects of adoration in Kgypt, Greece
and [ndia, were, as far as we can make out, the Sun and
Moon. Whnether they were the great heavenly planets or
some other gods is still a mystery, but we find thar two
grand races Dolar (Surya) and Lunar (Chandra or Indd)
were designated after them. Ella, a grand-child of
Surya was married to Budha, son of Indd. That union
gave rise to the race of Indd. That race deified Budha
who continued to be the chief obj ct of their adoration
until Krishna. ¢ That rhe nomadic tribes of Arabia, as
well as those of Tartary and India,” says lodd, ‘“ador-’
ed the same objects, we learn from the earliest writers”.

When Krishna w:s deified his worship was not
confined to India alone, it appears to have extended to

Egypt, Arabia, Greece and to almost the whole of the
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world under difterent appellations. Krishna is popularly
known in India under the name of “Kin” and “Kanhya”,
Diodorus informs us that Kan was one of the titles of the
Egyptian Apollo or sun. Apollo was also worshipped
by the Greeks and Celts under the title of Carneios
from Carnos. Its rootis the Sanskrit word Karna ‘“a ray”
which is one of the titles of the Hindu Apollo. James
Todd says that the *“ most celebrated of the monuments
commonly termed Druidie, scattered throughout Europe,
1s at Carnac in Brittany, on which coast the Celtic Apollo
had his shrines, and was propitiated under the title of
Carneus, and this monument may be considered at once
sacred to the names of the warriors and the sun-god
Carneus. Thus the Roman Saturnalia, the Carnivale,
has a better etymology in the festival to Carneus, as
the sun, than in the ‘‘adieu to flesh” during the fast.
The character of this festival is entirely oriental and ac-
companied with the licentiousness which belonged to the
celebration of the powers of nature. Even now, although
Christianity has banished the grosser forms, it partakes
more of a Pagan than a Christian ceremony.”

The mythology of the (Greeks and Romans cor-
responded with that of the Hindus. The number and
title of the /277 Majores, the deities who figuratively
preside over the planetary system, are the sime. And
analogies between the Indian, Egyptian, Greek, and
Scandinavian festivals are very striking.

The Holi festival of the Hindus much resembles the
Saturnalia of Rom« of this day.  Missiles of erimson
powder, as on the floli, are scattered at the carnivale.

There is considerable resemblance between the fair
held at Mewar in Chet, ( March— April) in honour of the
Hindu goddess of abundance, Gauri or Isani, and those
which were held in honour of the Egyptian Diana at
Bubastis and Isis at Busiris, within the Delta of the Nile.
The Greeks called her Ceres.  The German Suevi
also adored Isis which was evidently a form of Krtha, the
chief divinity of all the Saxon races, * who, with the
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consort Tentales or Hesus (Mercury), were the chief
deities of both the Celtic and early Gothic races: the Budha
and Ella of the Rajputs.” ¢ It 1s a curious fact,” says
James Todd, “that in the terra cotta images of Isis,
frequently excavated about her temple at Paestum, she
holds in her right hband an exact representation of the
Hindu lingam and yoni combined ; and on the Indian
expedition to Egypt, our Hindu soldiers dvemed themselves
amongst the altars of their own god Iswara (Osiris, from
the abundance of his emblematic representatives.”

The Trimurti or Hindu Trinity once absorbed the
attention of the whole world, and the serpent worship
was similarly recognized. About the latter we give an
extract from T'odd’s work under reference.

“The 5th (of Sawan) is the Nagpanchami, or the
day set apart for the propitiation of the chief of the
reptile race, the Naga or serpent, Few subjects have
more cccuplied the notice of the learned world than the
mysteries of Ophite worship, which are to be traced
wherever there existed a remnant of civilization or
indeed of humanity ; among the savages of the savannahs
of America, or the Magi of Fars, with whom it was the

type of evil—their Ahrimanes. The Naga, or serpent.-
genil of the Rajputs, have a semi-human structure,

5

recisely as Diodorus describes the snake-mother of the
cythic, in whose country originated this serpent-worship.
engrafted on the tenets of Zerdusht, of the Puranns of
the priesthood of Egypt, and on the fables of early Greece.
Dupuis, Volney and other expounders of the mystery
bave given an astronomical solution to what they deem
a varied ramification of an ancient fable, of which that of
Greece, ‘‘the dragon guarding the fruits of the Hesperides”
may be considered the most elegant version. Had these
learned men seen those ancient sculptures in India, which
repreeent “ the foil” they might have changed their
opinion.

The Dusahra festival which is held in India in
commemoration of Rama’s victory over Ravana, the
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King of Lanka, is analogous to the autumnal festival of
the Scythic warlike nations.
In regard to Diwali, a Hindu festival of lamps, Todd
says ‘* When we reflect that the Egyptians, who furnished
the Grecian pantheon, held these solemn festivals, also
called ¢ the feast of lamps " in honour of Minerva at
Sais, we may deduce the origin of this grand Oriental
festival from that common mother-country in Central
Asia, whence the Diwali radiated to remote China, the
Nile, the Ganges, and the shores of the Tigris ; for the
Shebrat of Islam is but the feast of lamps of the Rajputs.”

I'here are many more analogies which clearly go to
establish the fact that Hinduism in ancient times pervaded
the whole earth, and we cannot do better than give in
full the conclusion at which Todd arrives after his careful
researches. ‘ That a system of Hinduism pervaded
the whole Babylonian and Assyrian Empires, Scripture
furnishes abundant proots in the mention of the varlous
types of the sun-god Balnath, whose pillar adorned
‘“*every mount”’ aund ‘‘every grove' ; and to whose
other representative, the brazen-calf ( NVanda), the 15th
of each month (amavas) was especially sacred. It was
not confined to these celebrated regions of the East,
but was disseminated throughout the earth; because
from the Aral to the Baltic, colonies were planted from
that central region, the cradle of the Suryas, and the
Indus, whose branches (sacha) the Yavan, the Aswa,
and the Meda were the progenitors of the Ilonians, the
Assyrians, and the Medes ; while in later times, from
the same teeming region, the Galof: and the Getae, the
KRelts and Goths, carried modifications of the system to
the shores of Armorica and the Baltic, the cliffs of
Caledonia, and the remote isles of the German Ocean.
I'he monumental circles sacred to the sun-god Belonus
it once existing in that central region, in India, and
hroughout Europe, are conclusive’.

Moreover the Arabian Prophet also, in Sura XLII
f the Holy Quran, propounded the doctrine that a grand
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catholic faith had pervaded all ages and all revelations
varying at each dispensation only in accidental rites.

There was great similarity between the religions of
the ancient Arabian and Indian nations®. There are many
‘more authorities which can be referred to on this subject,
which we avoid for want of space, but still what we have
given above will assure our readers that what Guru
Nanak said is quite true. We request our readers to
peruse Lodd’s work quoted above. We bope that if any
doubt be still entertained, future researches of our learned
antiquarians of the West will succeed in removing the
mist that may still be hanging over the subject.

As there was one and the same religion throughout
the whole world, there was free and unrestricted com-
munion and intercourse between all the nations. There
is ample proof of this, The Indians travelled to other
countries and the natives ot foreign countries came to
India and freely mixed with the Indians, participating in
intermarriages and unrestricted social and spiritual inter-
course with cach other. At the same time Guru Nanak
informs us that both beef and pork were forbidden to all
alike and nobody used them.

Upto the time cf Krishna the same catholic religion
swayed the whole world, but after him the whole religious
system was divided into two broad divisions, namely, the
beef-eaters and the non-beet-eaters. The Hindus abstained
from using beef according to their ancient custom, and
those who used it were termed Musalmans. The cause
of this bifurcation the Guru states to have been as
follows :=—

During ancient ages it was a custom to hold a Yag
or grand sacrificial ceremony during which an animal
was immolated for the sacrificial fire, but the animal was
afterwards revivified by some person by means of super-

natural power. During the Sat Y uga the animal was an

® Section I of Preliminary Discourse to Sale’s Quran,
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™

lephant, in the Treta age a horse, and in Duapar a cow.

- cow was immolated in Duapar during the time of
-rishna and she was revivified by him Some time after
1e time of Krishna a cow was again sacrificed, but owing
> the diminution of spiritual rower in that age the
nimal could not be brought to life again®* Guaru Nanak
n the subject says as follows :—

29 ‘“Dudpar hda gat medh phir lini Krishan jiwde,

‘ Pichbhe sri Krishan de bin mantar na saki unée,
» » ™ "

"* Tithon hoe rdh doe mil baithan khédna kL4e,
‘ Hindi Musalmén doe hoe bandh nidre doe,
" " » .

‘“ In the Duédpar age the cow was sacrificed in a Yag
but it was subsequently revivified by Krishna,

‘“ However after Sri Krishna, (the immolated cow)

¥Garu Nanak’s remarks carry us back to a very remote period and
e cannot properly trace the people to whom they refer. We cannot
xactly say that they were the Jewe. That race is differently termed
sraelites, Hebrews or Jews called Javanas or Yavanas by Indians. About
,000 B. C. they were in Chaldea and thereafter moved towards Canaan,
n about 1,500 B. C. they can be traced in Goschen ‘*‘fertile pasture lands
v Northern Egypt, where they sacknowledge the dominion of the
’haraohs but retain their own mauners and institutions”. They were
sduced then to slavery and subjected to oppression until Moses Dbe-
ame their natural champion and led them back towards Canaan.
Up to this time,”” says Hosmer, “we see in Israel no settled nation."
.\t a subsequent period the Jews gnined ascendency but Ilater on
iolent internal dissensions broke them into factions such as the
iadikim (righteous) or Sadducees after the name of omne of their
vachers Sadoi, Chasidim (the pious) ; Pharisees ; Essenes ete. For
16 persecntions they have suffered at the hands of other nations,
specially the Christians, we must refer our readers to history, and
losmer informs us that “alike among Christians, Moslems, and
leathens, they have been outcasts and subjects of persecution, ex-
osed to suffering not due entirely to the bigotry of the races among
hich they have been cast, bat largely owing to their own ex-
usjveness.’
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could not be resuscitated for want of a proper

manira,
® " ® ®

¢ Hence the people were separated into two sections
and their social intercourse aud communion also
became separate.

¢« Hindd and Musalmén thereafter became two different
gects,

Upon this there arose anlmosity among them. The
Guru on this point says :— 1

30. “Ziddo ziddi 4p vich Hindu Turk larae,
“Onan méiria sur nun onan méri gée,

“Dohdn kiti hatia moe n4 jive pher,
“Dargdh sache rab di doe laihan sazain dher,”

“On account of their mutual opposition the Hindus
and Turks Musalmans) began to fight,

“The former killed the swine whereas the latter
slaughtered kine,

““Both of them were guilty of sacrilige as the
slaughtered animals could not be revivified,

“In the court of the Lrue God both are suffering
severe punishment”.

The killing of swine prevailed in such a degree
among the Hindus that with certain people, as the warrior
nations of Scandinavia who were Hindus of that time, it
became a favourite food. Thus they became hostile and
each party was offended by the action of the other, The
new party was numerically small. We are yet unable to
say when and where the first bifurcation took place,
whether in India, Arabia or some other country,
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nor are we in a position to say who that people were.
Bowever, there seems no doubt that they must have been
disliked by the rest of mankind. Terah, the father of
Abraham, appears to have only been cdomiciled at Ur of
the Chaldees (Genesis XI1-8) and 1t appears that he
and his forefathers were natives of some distant land as
it is clear from what Joshua said to his people at Shechem.
“« Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, your fathers dwelt
on the other side of the flood in old times, even Terah,
the father of Abrabham, and the father of Nachor: and
they served other gods’’ (Joshua XXIV-2.. The an-
cestors of the Jews wandered from place to place. Every
where they were maltreated and persecuted. Abraham, the
first Moslem Prophet was born among them. The date
of his birth is unknown. According to Lepeins, Abra-
ham entered Palestine 1700-173C B. C. According to
Bunsen 2886 B.C. while Schenkel gives 2130—2140 B C.
In “Beer’s Leben Abrahams’ his birth is given 1948 A. M.,
i-e. 2040 B. C. Christ was 42 ®* steps in generation from
Abraham. If at an average we take 50 years for each
generation ‘discounting that portion of the successor’s
life which he passed during that of his predecessor) it
would come to about 2100 years, and adding to it 1913
years of the Christian era, Abraham’s birth would come
to about 4018 years ago, or about one thousand years
after the commencement of the Kalyuga, or the present

age as computed by Hindus.

During the Treta age it i1s said that the cow was
held sacred throughout the world and injury to its
body or life in Egypt was as rigidly punishable as in
India. (Ancient Egypt by Geo. Rawlinson, 7th Edition,
p. 31). When the Hebrews or the follcwers of Abraham,
who were beef-eaters, went to Egypt, they were despised
for their religion and the KEgyptians considered it an
abomination to eat with them. Genesis XLIII—32, The
Hindus do exactly the same.

® St. Matthew Ch, ¢ (17),
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.r Although during the time of Krishna, the worship
of nature and the ‘elements appears to have been in vogue
to rome extent, idolatry was altogether unknown—uvide
Bhagvat Gita, Lecture IV. It sprang up some time after
K rishna as the learned Todd and other historians assume.
When Abraham appeared on the stage polytheism aund
idol worship were extant among his people, although
they were separate from the rest of the mankind. Genesis
XXXI (32-—84). And it was Jacob, the grandson of
Abraham, who told his famiy ‘“to put away the strange
gods” (Genesis XXV-2). The duty of Abraham and his
successors was to direct their people tothe right and right-
eous path (Sura V of the Holy Quran), Muhammad informs
us that each successive dispensation had been abused
by its votaries who had, by lapse of time, gone astray
from its catholic ground work, Healso admitted that
the rites which were intended to be but ancillary and
external were magnified or misinterpreted and that the
doctrine had been perverted so as to turn the gift into
8 curse.
When the Abrahamic religion had been in existence
for about 2000 years, the advent of the Christ brought
another religion which was different from that of his pre-
decessors in the forms of worship. It abolished the rite
of circumcision and permitted the use of beef and bacon
alike. Instead of two there were now three distinct
religions of the old catholic religion, viz, (1) the Hindus
or the relic of the old catholic religion (2) the Hebrews
(Jews or the followers of Abraham, and (3) the Christians
or the followers of Jesus Christ. The Jew denounced the
Christian, and the Christian the Jew. Some worshipped
not only Jesus but his mother also, who was deified, others
considered them both as mere mortal creatures. Re-
ligious dissensions arose and intolerance prevailed.
Truth was concealed and difficult to discover amidst the
contending factions.
. When this struggle was going on between the old
religion and the Abrahamic Moslems on the confines of
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the three great Continents of Asia, Africa and Kurope,
another religion was started in India by Gautma
Sakya Muni who died in 477 B. C. He became known
under the name of Budha, or enlightened, and devised
a new faith different from that of the Hindus which
was then prevalent. It became ascendant practically
throughout the whole world, but the Brahmans resented
it and struggled very hard for their own ascendancy.
About 600 A.D.—800 A..D. they succeeded in the practical
extinction of Budhism in India. That struggle must
have been very severe, attended by immense bloodshed,
as 18 generally the case 1n sectarian animosities,

When blood was being shed in the name of religion
in Asia, Africa and Europe, and the people had fallen
Into a labyrinth of errors, Muhammad was sent by the
Almighty as Apostle with a view to restoring the old and
grand catholic religion which had become practically
extinct. Amid the clash of opposing authorities, his
judgment was to be heard unquestioned and supreme,
as he informs us in Sura XLIII. The primitive and
catholic religion, with variations In accidental rites at
each dispensation, comprised as its essential features, belief
in the one true God, rejection of idolatorv and of the worship
of mediators as sharers in the power and glory of the Deity,
and implicit surrender of the will to (od. Such surrender
was termed “Islam”. Abraham was the first prophet
enjoined to direct the people to such faith and was there-
fore called the first of Moslems. And Muhammad'’s
Mission was to reaffirm the Islam since it had, by that
time, been corrupted by the professors thereof. (Sura

XLII).

The most prominent points of difference between

the Abrahamic religion and the really old catholic
religion are :—-

(@) circumecision, and
(b) cutting of hair,
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(a) Itis an undoubted and indisputable fact that cir-
cumcision as a binding religious rite was never known.
It might have been used in cases of venereal diseases, when
the foreskin might have been cut under medical advice.
The first mention we find of it is in Genesis 17 (10) when
the Lord appeared to Abraham and entered into a regular
covenant with him. The covenant which was binding
upon Abraham runs thus.

10. “ This is my covenant, which ye shall keep,
between me and you and thy seed uafter thee ; every
man child among you should be circumecised.

11. And ye shall circumcise the flesh of your

foreskin ; and 1t shall be a token of the covenant betwixt
me and you.

12. And he that is eight days old shall be cir-
cumcised among you, every man child in your genera-
tions, he that is born in the house. or bought with
money of any stranger, which is not of thy seed.”

Again in Exodus 4 (235) circumcision is mentioned.
After the death of Moses the ritual of circumcision was
performed twice over by Joshua (Joshua V, 2—4; when
his followers were visited with a calamity and destroved in
the wilderness. This was attributed to neglect of cirt-
cumcision while the Israelites were wandering in the
wilderness for 40 years (Joshua V. 6).

We are still in ignorance as to why this ritual was
enjoined. Its cause is nowhere stated. However it is
a fact that the compact was entered into immediately
after Abraham had known his Egyptian maid, Hagar,
on which she conceived and became mother of Ishmael.
Thereupon Sarah, the wife of Abraham was despis-
ed, Genesis XVI. Moreover the com pact of circumci-

sion was binding on Abraham and his direct male issue
including those whom he had bought for money. Genesis
XVII (9—12). We bave not yet ccme across any

authority under which the compact was modified render-
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ing the whole tribe of Abraham’s followers liable to that
ritual except Joshua. Different authors have put their
own constructions upon the ceremony and it 18 beyond
our scope to discuss it further. This much is notice-
worthy, that Jesus Christ who was one of Abraham’s
successors, discontinued it, whilst the Quran is silent upon
the point. Guru Nanak says it 1s not divine, but a
human device, as a distinctive mark of one’'s own
followers, just like the boring of the ear as a racial mark
of Hinduism as will be exp]amed later on.

(6) Hair has always, in all ages and all countries,
been held sacred, and it is only for about a thousand
vears that the Hindus have adopted the practice
of shaving clean. Guru Nanak, as will be stated in
its proper place, informs us that it 1s incumbent upon man
to preserve the hair as his religious duty. It may also
be noted here that the cow hm according to Hindu
scriptures, been always held sacred and in high esteem by
the Hindus. As Hinduism has always pervaded the
whole earth, as explained above, 1t 1s but natural, reason.
able and safe to assume, that its sanctity had been
binding on the whole world as in Egypt, which seems to
have supphed its mythology to the western countries. The
hog was equally sacred with the Hindus, but the use of
its flesh was commenced by way of retaliation upon the
beef-eaters as has already been explained. Guru Nanak in
respect of the flesb of cow and hog s1ys as under :—

31. Nanak akhe, Rukan Din, likhia wvich kitdb,

Gail shiar nin marian lagan bahuts nzab,

(rau chaudvan ratan hai kamdhen 1_;enh nam,

Pujan sabh autar tenh karke mat saman.

Shir jinhdn di piviai tis médrian bahut gunah,
Nanak akhe Rukan Din bahu bhukhian hoe panéh,
Sur bairabon upjia tis pujan kar autar,

Sabh Palkambran chhadia kar hardm ahar,
Taratidn rum gal didn dudh sion wilian jo khée,

Ja rsatél vés lain jon sarp ki pée,
Pune binan dudh gat d4 khadian gia patél,
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one religion prevailing throughout the whole world.
That ruling religion was Hinduism, or whatever else
it may be termed. India was generally its centre,
And whatever modifications it was subjected to in
its central home, India, a similar change, mutatis
mulandis, was also made in foreign countries. Thus
Hinduism or a religion akin to that professed by
the Indian people obtained throughout the world, in one
form or another, till a little before the advent of Abraham,
or about 4,000 years ago. Since then two religions have
existed and are still existing in the world, namely, Hindus
and Mubammadans. We say so purposely because these
are only two broad distinctions by which the re-
ligions of the world can be divided. Under the head of
Hindus, all religions, including Budhism, * which re-
cognize Hindu gods and goddesses as well as the doctrine
of transmigration, and adhere to Hindu rituals, cere-
monials, &c., with whatever modifications in their details,
can be classed. All other religions which believe in or
follow Abraham fall within the ecategory of Musalmans
whatever the lines of demarcation between their respec-
tive sub-divisions may be. Theirimportant and broad sub-
divisions are the Jews, tho Christians and the Muham-
madans. The Jews believe in and follow all the Moslem
Prophets mentioned in the Old Testament, but refuse to
acknowledge Christ as a Prophet promised in their Seri p-
tures. Jesus Christ professed himself to be a Successor
of Abraham and Moses, but having been rejected by their
followers, the Jews, adopted their religion with some

* ¢ Gautam was born and brought up and lived, and died a
Hindu. Many of his chief disciples, many of the distinguished
members of his order, were Brahrnans. He ured the name Brahman
a8 a term of honour for the Budhist Saints. Budhism was the child of
Hinduism. Gautam’s whole training was Brahmanism. He deemed
himself to be the most correct exponent of spirit, as distinct from
the letter of the ancient faith and it can only be claimed for him that

(he was the greatest and the wisest and the best of the Hindug”
Datt’s Prophets of Ind, Part. I).
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modifications and strange admixtures of Budhistic
tenets and rituals.

Mubammad, the Arabian Prophet, claimed nothing
but the restoration of the Abrahamic religion, and adopt-
ed his faith with some modifications which distinguish
it from both the Jewish and Christian religions. How-
ever thé‘y are all off-shoots from the same common
stock and may, 1n the strict sense of the word, be called
Abrahamic, a religion which does not believe in the
transmigration of souls. Thus 1t 1s clear that all the
religions now existing in the world under different
appellations, are either Hindus or Moslem beliefs
variegated only in their subordinate details. And the
Sikhs and the Khalsa are also Hindus in that sense
although they form a compromise between the two,
differing in their rituals and ceremonials which mark
them out as a distinct religion. In fact the Khalsa
present the oldest religion of the world from which
both the present Hindus and Muhammadans are des-
cended. They represent the oldest religion in its most

pure and pertect torm, rejecting and discarding all later
corruptions and adulterations.

It may be noted here that wherever Guru Nanak has
spoken of the religions of the world he has used only the
terms of Hindus and Musulmans. I have, therefore,
attempted to show 1n the foregoing lines that all thae
existing religions 1n the world can be divided into the
two broad divisions of Hindus and Musalmans and Gura
Nanak was thus right in using these two appellations

only.

AR
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.. Christianity 18 but & child of Budhism. J;sus was brought up
in Budhism and preached the adopted morals of Budhism : the Christian

apostles adopted all the rules of the Budhist Order of the Monks,
(Datt’s Prophets of Ind, Part 1),
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CHAPTER XXI.

Advent of Guru Nanak and his Successors.

(uru Nanak informs us that as God has distributed
the time of the world into four ages or Yugas, so has
He prepared four Vedas or laws, which respectively work
in their proper and appointed times. These Vedas, he
says, are equal to the four books the purport of which is
just the same.

32. Rig Veda— The Pentateuch.

Yajur Veda—'The Gospel or New Testament.
Sham Veda—The Psalms.

Atharvan Veda—"The QUIdll
“Char ketebau char bed jag maih pargtae,

“Arshon sabhe utre nil hukm khudae.”

“The four books and the four Vedas, which waere
promulgated 1n the world,

Came down from high under the orders of the
Lord God.”

The Vedas were revealed in their respective ages,
and it 1s for that r-ason that the Atharvan Veda was
revealed 1n the end of Davapar or the beginning of
Kalyuga and long after the compilation of Mannu Simriti.
That Veda 1s the law for the present age, or Kualyuga.
As a proof of tlhhs Mannu Samriti shows that it
relates to only three Vedas and contains no mention of the
fourth. The purport of the true Atharvan Veda 1s
that no object of worship whatever should be observed
or recognized, but the one, the only True Lord. There
are a great many commentaries extant about the primi-
tive genuineness of the Vedas and the Books. In the
maln their contents are a positive proof of the Guru’s
remarks. ‘The Quran we know,” says Todd, “to have
been founded on the Mosaic law; the Sastra of Menu,
unconsciously, approaches still more to the Jewish
scriptures in spirit and intention.” It shows that these
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laws are but relics of a purer, common and catholic
religion which was once professed by the whole world.
The above quotation we think seems sufficient for our
readers to draw the true conclusion for our present
purposes and it is useless for us to enter into any further
explanation of the subject. Itis a sufficient hint for the
enquirers after truth to make further researches about
the time and cause of their revelation.

It was about 5,000 years ago or at the end of the
Davapra age that Sr1 Krishna expounded the great doctrine
of Love, Light and Action. By Love he meant love to-
wards Nature and Nature’s objects, and by Light knowledge
of God and knowing what the duty of man is. Action,
he explained to be the performance of that duty, without
desires. Knowledge tells us that the paramount duty
of man is the love of God. lLiove engenders adoration
and worship, which spontaneously leads to dependence
upon the object of worship. That dependence produces
abandonment of desires and resienation to the will of od.
In inculeating that doctrine Krishna propounded his
own self as the great being or the Divine essence. The
result of this was that within one thousand years after
his death, the greatest truth of his doctrine was forgotten,
whereas his personality was deified and worshipped as
God—the Supreme Divine Essence—in its stead. Wherever
his great teachings could survive the all-eating time,
they were misunderstood and tnisconstrued. Love was
altogether lost sight of. Light was represented to
mean Vedas and religious odes, and action was inter-
preted into sacrifices, worships, pilgrimages and the
observance of rituals and ceremoulals. Thus the
“light” of the period of Krishna was turned into
‘“‘darkness” and it wasat such juncture that Gautam, known
under the title of Buddha, or the enlightened, was born. He
tried to remove the darkness and to introduce again the
same light which was kindled by Krishna. He preached
the gospel of Krishna, namely, Love, Light and Action.
And his religion, in fact, was no other than that of Krishna
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with some minor variations, However, in subsequent
years his doctrine too was corrupted and the elements,
mixtures and corruptions which he had intended to
remove, svoid and discard, were mixed with a mass of
unintelligible priestly dogmas and superstitious idolatry.
The vital truths of his religion were forgotten and its
purity and simplicity were gone. It thus was changed
beyond recognition and transformed into a gross and
complicated Atheism.

Then Shankar Acharaj appeared on the stage. He
tried, to remove the unintelligible canons of Budh-
ism and the philosophical dogmas of Hinduism, but

the result of his too elaborate philosophy was that
)

the masses could not understand him, and as
consequence, he falled to root out idolatry from
India and contented himself with establishing his
own forms of idol worship. He isthe founder of the
Shiva worship.

About 200 years after him Ramanuja was born
at Perumber in Dakhan. He tried to accomplish
what was left incomplete by his predecessor, Shan-
kar Acharaj, and placed the Godhead on Rama. But
he failed to restore the old but lost and forgotten
religion of the Hindus and left the stage after found-
ing Visnnuism—a sect deadly antagonistic to Shi-
vaism.

At about the same time the religion of the Ara-
bian Prophet entered India with an avowed intention
of destroying and extirpating 1dolatry. It however
failed in 1its mission, the feelings of enmity and
hatred were created in the two religious communi-
ties. When that religious storm was blowing over
India, Ramanand, Gorakh and Kabir simultaneously or
one after the other preached their gospel explaining the
great truths with a view to removing the darkness by
kindling the old light. They found that priestdom,
she caste-system and 1idolatry were the root-cause
f the whole evil and attacked them bitterly. How-
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ever, they failed to revive the whole light, although
they gained a partial success. Ramanand deified
Rama and introdlzlced the worship of that hero as
an incarnation of Vishnu. Gorakh Nath started a
gect of his own and distinguished his followers by

perforating  their ears and by causing  them
to wear large glass ear-rings. He declared that Shiva

was the only god to be worshipped. Kabir, a disciple
of Ramanand, went far to bring about the desired
reform. His birth is still mysterious, but he 1s

known as a weaver, as he was brought up by a
Muhammadan weaver. He went thoroughly against
all rituals and religious formalities and declared that the

only means of salvation were devotion to God and
Gog alone. He had no caste, no creed, no 1dols, no
mythology, but the one God alone. He boldly declared
the fntherﬂood of God and the wuniversal brotherhood of
man. Both the Hindus and Muhammadans began to look
upon him as their spiritual leader. There have been many
more Saints and holy men, who have come upon the
earth with their missions to perform. When the Kast
was in the religious transition, the West was also under-
going o similar change. After Abraham many prophets
played their part and all failed to carryout the desired end.
As the Prophets 1n the Kast established their respective
and antagonistic sects with distinctive marks of their own,
in the same way Abraham’s successors, as we have ex-
plained elsewhere stamped their own coins in the West.
As the religious sects of the Indians have been derived
from the same common stock of Hinduism, similarly
all the sects of Abraham’s successors have been drawn

out of the common Moslem stalk.

Such has been the religious commotion into
which the world has fallen for about 4000 years,
and none of the Prophets has been able to revive the
ight which was gone out. All failed to remove
darkness by the restoration of the light (knowledge)
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which had been extinguished through ignorance.
Idolatry still prevailed. A complication of varicus
systems, & multiplicity of gods and intricate sys-
tems of image, idol and stone worship, fettering
and trammelling superstitious institutions, priestly
bigotry, selfishness, hypocrisy and tyranny, and the
oppressive system of caste puzzled, rufled and con-
fused the whole of mankind. All this was left for
Guru Nanak, whose all-sweeping reform has gone far
to extricate his followers from the accumulated errors
of ages and has shown them the Light which had lon
been lost. That light has now been kindled wit

doubled lustre and effulgence. The Light lays open
before our view not only the world, but the whole universe

and the Divine Essence. By means of that light he
has restored the oldest but lost faith of the world in

1ts most refined and perfect form.

During the past ages when a grand ecatholic
religion was professed by the whole world, the only
object of worship was the Lord on High and the human
body was kept and maintained intact. Circumcis-
1on was unknown, shaving or clipping the hair was sinful
and hated. The Trimurti or Hindu Trinity, and snake
worship, and the worship of Nature and the elementa
which bave from time to time, played so prominent a
part, as already explained, in the religions world, were but
later introductions which have gone very far to corrupt
the succeeding generations. The oldest religion prevailed
up to about 4000 years ago when practically the whole
world had one and the same religion throughout and the

present purest Hinduism, if any such exists, is but a relic
of the oldest faith with its subsequent modifications and

corruptions. The present religious system of the world
is quite different from what it should be. Instead of
one, there are now many, which may, if we can count them
accurately, come to several thousands in all. In primi-

tive ages fighting and bloodshed on behalf of religion was
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practically unknown, but when Guru Nanak a.ppearedi
religious quarrels, oppressions and persecuticns, as wel
as the effusion of innocent blood in the name of religion
were horribly prevalent as Lax already been explained
in the Introduetion. The annals of xthe religious world
do not present any such precedent and the mere idea of

the oppression practised makes us shudder even at this
remote period.

The two antagonistic and hostile religions—religions
which were then numerically strong—were struggling
hard to vanquish and swallow the other; but neither
could accomplish this. It was then th
deputed the illustrious Guru Nanak to preach rj
ness and the most refined and unalloyed truth

Nanak says :—

Doh thin hoia na kam ko phir kita hukam Khudae,

Balhute gae Furqan lai ik karn Je kam,
Ik na hoea tinan te * *

Tu mera farzand hai dunia andar jake
Hol sabh badrah haj tu sidhi rahi pie,
Dania audar jae kar ikko nam japae,

Duban ke tpar tisra N anak, t hi jde,
* Dharm chalévo sach d4 devo kur uthde,

Jo sarni 4ve doh vichon tisnid lavo mile,

Na haq jidn nd mériai rakh karo aribdn jae,
Lakh chaurgs; medhni sabhna vich Khudie.

One religion can
removed altoge

prosper only in case the other is
ther,
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But both (the Hindus and Musalmans) are still
getting on struggling hard against each other ;

When both failed to carry out their duty, the Al-
mighty ordered !

¢ Ndnak, go as a third over the head of both.

‘“ Several have taken the Furqan into the world to
amalgamate all religions into one ;

“ They all failed  * * .

““ Thou art my son, and go into the world,

‘““ All have missed the right path, thou direct them
to the right path.

“ Go thou into the world and make all repeat the
one Name;

‘“ Establish a true religion and remove untruth,

* Whosoever from the two come to you, receive him
with open arms.

‘“ See that creatures are not unnecessarily killed. Go
and give protection to the poor and the helpless.

‘“ Remember that God pervades all the 84,000 species
of life and minerals also.”

He clearly explains that the object of the mission
of the former prophets, including Muhammad, was to keep
one religion throughout the whole world, but they
started their own, different from the rest, with their
own respective 1mpresses, such as cutting the hair, catt-
ing the foreskin, perforating the ear, etc., that such
modifications in the perfect human form were not acts of
faith in the Creator ; and that their preaching should
have been confined to the propagation of truth, pure
and simple, in kLis name alone, whereas the former Pro-
phets added their own names also to His and proclaimed
themselves as Redeemers, Mediators, and Intercessors etc.




350

The result of the variation in their preaching, and the
establishment of their different religious symbols and.
emblems, was that their followers became hostile to
each other, and une tried his best to persecute, oppress
and destroy the other. The people thus, instead of being
enlightened, were forced into darkness, which eventually
brought about all the persecutions and blood-shed which
followed them. Therefore the Guru explains that his
mission is to amalgamate the religious systeimu of the
whole world into one religion, the natural, noblest and
the most refined which is destined to last for ever.
His doctrine is that the Almighty desires that the faith-
less should be persuaded to put faith in the Lord God
without any resort to coercion or violence at all, and

that no religion should be started or established which

dees not conform itself to nature and does not believe in

one God alone. We refer our readers to “ Sale’s Quran ”’

and Sir Willlam Muir’s life of Muhammad with a view
to acquaint themselves with the purpoert of the
Moslem Scriptures. Their remarks on Sura LXXII
and Sura LIII would indicate the manner in which
the revelations reached the Prophet. There are a
great many accounts for and against the mode of these
revelations through intermediary angels, but Guru
Nanak says that he got the orders of the Lord person-
ally in the Divine Court. The Guru on this and the
subject of his reiigion says:—

‘* Job hoya hukm Khudae da Nanak Shah Faqir,
Tab aya is jahan vich sachi kar tadbir,

Milian detan dargah thin sure, hadis, rasol,
* " * * "

Hor duja nahin duni vich ikko ik Khudae,
Nanak khalf Khudae da mukh te zach alde,

Sacha Rab farman lai aya es jahén,
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Tkko nam japaen da duja féni jéo,
Kiti lakh paikambran kite lakh autar,
Pir, Mashaiq, Aulie, Gaus, Qutb, Salar,
Qazi, Mufti, Maulvi, Mullan, Sadr Ulmae,

Pandhe, Missar,;Jotki,sabh parh likh thie phanihe,

Gruzre nun salvat kar hazir hoe tis man,

Hazir, nazir ik Rab vich Hindu Mussalman,

Sacha firqa sdjia Nanak shah faqir,

Jo 4ve sache mazhab vich so kade na hog zahir,”
 When the Almighty God ordained, Nanak Shah
Faqir came 1nto this world with true plans.

‘“ He brought from the Divine Court the sentences
and chapters of the Quran, as well as the tradi-
tions and history of the past prophets and apostles.

““ There 1s no God but one the Lord of this world,

‘“ Nanak, God’s son, says the truth,

‘““ He has come into this world with God’'s true
mandate,

‘““ He directs to repeat the name of the true God and
ignore ;the worship of all others who are mortal.

‘“ I'here are millions of prophets, millions of Avtars,

“Of Pirs, Mashaiqs, Aulias, Gauses, Qutbs, Saldrs,

““ Qazis, Muftis, Mualvis, Mullahs, Sadr Ulmaos,

‘“ Pandhas, Missars, (different religious guides and
holy persons) and astronomers, all these have
perished after reading and having given their own
writings to others.

““ Let by-gones be by-gones and believe whbat is in

existence,
“ The omnipresent and omniscient is the one Lord
God both in Hindus and Musalmans,

 Nanak Shah Saint has established a true religion,

‘ Whoever embraces that religion shall never be

in trouble.”

There 18 a clear and distinct declaration that Guru
Nanak was deputed by God to establish a true and
natural religion. The truth of this mission and spiritual
power i8 borne out by the incidents in his early life. When
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only 5 years old he uttered, when playing, ashalok (stanza)
in the Sanskrit language expressive of true praises to od.
- Till about the age of 12 years we get from him various
extraordinary declarations about God and divine knowledge
ag well as about the uselessness of certain customary
ceremonials, such as the wearing of the sacerdotal thread
etc., for the particulars of which see Chapter 1.
The way in which Guru Nanak received his mission
from God is different from that of other prophets.
He got the necessary directions in the Divine Court
before be came into this world, whilst others got instruc-
tions long after their birth. Satan or anything else
could not influence him and all his writings and sayings are
absolutely free from any doubt or ambiguity. In him we
find indications and signs quite different from those in
others. From his very childhood he knew all languages.
Heknew all Vedas and the Scriptures. All laws, whether
temporal or spiritual, he had at the tip of his tongue, and
whenever any question was propounded its answer was
instantaneous. He was ever fearless in whatever country
or region he was He travelled in foreign, distant and
hostilecountric s, and spoke all languages as if they were his
mother tongue. None of the earlier prophets bad these high
and supernatural qualities. They had not travelled
over such vast areas for preaching the gospel as he has, and
there are self-evident proofs that he was a true, genuine,
highly exalted and pertect Prophet. Hesays that the Quran
is nothing but a different namegiven to the Atharvan Veda.
The main purport of that Veda, in its true and uncorrupted
form, is the worship of the one, and the only one Lord
God. Nothing which goes beyond that is true and genuine.
As regards Kalma. Itisan Arabic word wh