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Pain gaé jub té tumré,

Tab té kot ankh taré nalin anyon.

“ Lord, since I took shelter at thy feet,
1 have not noticed anyone !”

£har kay dhard ham janamam ,
Samajh leo Sddhi sab manamam,

Dharm ehzlawan sant ubhdran s

Dusht sabhan ko miil PAran.

“ For this purpose was I horn,
Understand all ye pious people !

To inaugurate »i ghteousness, to lift np the good,
TO (—[eStPOy ?LH GV'H--dO BI"S, 1'00{] eI} (I E 73

Lahtyo Prabhi so blhiakh hiin.

Kistt na kdn w4l hitn.
-]

“As the Lord told me I say.
I do not fear any one.”

Gnrn Govind &
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(Died Octoher drd, 1904).

PLEADLER, CHIEF COURT, PUNJARB.
Belouer Brothygr,

For thy amiability and specklessly pure life,
thy selfless patriotism, and thy devout regard for
India’s great men, 1 take the liberty to dedicate to
thy sacred memory my this humble effort to sketch
the life and work of one of the greatest of India’s
sons. In life, though thou wast yet hardly 30,
thy ¢ kathas”™ from the Upnishads, and the Maha-
Bharata raised the spirits and gladdened the hearts
of the congregations of thy townsmen and towns-
‘women. I trust that, in death, through this humb]e
work, thou mayst bear a message of hope and cheer
to the down-trodden and the lowly of this unfortunate

action-ridden land of social and religious tyranny
and of superstition and oppression.

March 10th, 1909, A. D. LAKSHMAN SINGH.



INTRODUCTION.

Bhagat Lakshman Singh, the writer of the
“memoir, has chosen to remember me kindly in connec-

tion with his conception of this work and now insists

Ol H1y Wﬁting‘ a preface in spite of my lack of leisure
and occupation of mind with matters other than
literary. Though yielding to his persistence I regret
very much tl
readers what I have felt, for man YV years now, about
1
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at = shall not be able to convey to the

been a unique pevsouality in hist ory, the full bearing
oi whose life has vet to be realized. Born in 4]
tamily of rulers of men's min

d, at a time of greai
difficalty in the history of his co antry, amoungst a

community of oppressed, depressed and disorganised
people, he showed himself equal to the occasion and
has left indelible marks on the march of events.
What a difficult position had he and how did 1 e
acquit himself *—sums up the life of this one of the
greatest of the human-born. He was horn to a sadde
of a succession of saints, whose high and uablemished
lives, whose unique and unrivalled teachings

5, Whose
position as protectors and saviors he had to continue
under much more complex conditions and in awkward
tumes. He was not to succeed to 2 gadde of cscetics,
but to marry, rear up children and see their end.
He was to succeed to a position of wealth, power and
affluence, all of which he had to administer not for
his own and his family’s good but for the
the community. He

good of
had to receive homage from the
rulers and the ruled, the rich and the poor, the good
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amnd the bad, the high and the low, and to keep his
head calm and cool. He had the choice of perpetu-
ating the succession of his family, he had the option
of incorporating himself with the mightiest of the
land and the times, he had the temptation to wreck
the work of generations; what he did actually in
these matters is well known and needs no repetition,
Shew me a man in the history of the world in such
a difficult position and with such a splendid record.
Of this man Bhagat Lakshman Singh writes and
Many others will follow and

writes as a believer.
write philosophically, ecritically and with more
materials at their disposal and show that Guru Govind
Singh was a saint, scholar, soldier, statesman and
Saviour, the like of which may not come again.

LAHORE :

HARKISHEN LAL,
14¢h Mareh, 1909. ..



PREFACE.

Of all works on. Sikh history compiled by
European authors not one contains a comprehénsive -
aceount of the life of Guru Govind Singh, the 10th
and last Guru of the Sikhs. As a rule these writers

abh
Nanak, the founder of the -Sikh creed, and have ended
them with a brief relerence to the political con-

ve commenced their works from the time of B

vulsions of the period 1 which the 10th Gura played
mall part. They believed, along with the

ma jority of the

not a s

indian writers, that the principal work
of the Guru was of a political nature. and by giving
him credit for this they thought that they had said all
that could be said of him. This, I submit, is too poor
a tribute to the memory of the Guru. I have tried
to show, in this memoir, that his military achievements
were ounly a chapter in his life and that his great
and lasting work was to preach the Fatherhood of
God and the Brotherhood of man, whereb v e mfused
true manliness into the hearts of the people of this
land. 1 have endeavoured to write a simple, readable
and believable story of the Guru’s life and have
based it mainly on the Dassam Granth which contains
writings believed to have been written by the Guru
bhimself. I have referred to the contemporary and later
Moslem historians and English writerson Indian history
and, where necessary, I have quoted largely from
them to corroborate what I have said. I have visited
several of the Gurudwaras and places of note with
which the. memory of the Gura is .associated, and
have personally enquired into the traditions thag
are current there. In a word, 1 have done all
that my humble resources could permit me to
do.” I do not, of course, believe that I have




said all th.at could be said about the Guru, or
that I have exhausted all sources of information

i writing this work. I have only attempted to
place in the hands of the English knowing public a
handy book containing a simple narrative of the
life of one who is regarded as Saviour by millions of
men, inhabiting the land of the Five Waters, 1 feel
contident that my humble effort will stimulate an
interest in the work of the Divine Poet, Sage, Reformer,
Patriot and Martyr, and that abler and better informed
men will feel encouraged fo write a comprehensive
account of his life.

The Persian passage on pages 51 and 52 and its
translation have been taken from a paper contributed
to the “ Tribune ’, some 3 vyears hack. The Persian
extract on page -+t has been inserted on the authority
of a Mushm friend. I have not been able to verify
the aunthorship of these passages. Some friends
have just told me that Sundri Devi, and not Jitoji,
was the Gurus first wife. The suggestion has
come too late for the institution of an engquiry.
The battle of Bhangdni has been purposely described
along with other battles of the Guru with the hill
Rajas, for the sake of the temor of the story. Though
it had taken place sometime before the foundation of
the ¢ Panth,” its cause was the same—the resentment
of the hill Rajas at the Guru’s efforts to infuse
military spirit into his followers and to march, at
times, 1n military array. ‘

11111

o LAKSHMAN SINGH
March 10th, 1909, D




INTRODUCTION.

“Grod creates saints from age to age’’, say our
Scriptures, “and preserves virtue.”* The history of
the human race bears abundant testimony to the
truth embodied in these words. How Gautam Budha
preached love and sympathy, how Christ was crucified
while striving to teach the lessons of charity and
righteous dealing, how, again, the Sufis have
endeavoured to mollify the stubborn hearts of m any
~a follower of the Crescent, are matters of history,
Guru Govind Singh’s mission was exactly the same.
Hebrought the same message and received martyrdom
when communicating it. The same scene is enacted
~in the drama of human life from age to age. The
part played is the same, more or less. Only the time,
stage, and actors are different. ' '

The story of Guru Govind Singh’s life is at once
pathetic and heart-stirring. Bereft of his saintly
tather, when yet a child, troubled by jealous kinsmen,
persecuted by unscrupulous foes, and betrayed by
false friends, he lived to be able to procure freedom
for his countrymen from the tyrannous political yoke

of the Mughal and the demoralizing spiritnal suh-
“jection of the Brahman. He swerved not from duty
He communicated his message boldly and fearlessly.

I The times of his advent were very |
Hindusocial system had deadened the hearts of people.
Each individual lived for himself. The feelings of

* Jug Jug Bhagat Upaindé paij rakhda &ivé.
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manliness and sympathy were gone. A  desire to
avenge wrong was not felt. Even a wild mouse pre-
sents a bol

d front to the enemy when he stands at

bay. But, thanks to the framers and administra-
~tors of the Hinda law, the whole mass of the
- humanity, within the Hindu pale, had become
Inanimate, as it were. Its men were taken inte

o ¢a pﬁ‘m'l@ and women sold in the frontier markets.
in addition to the calamities that

in dus suffered f]fu 1 h ei ng m:po sed to

~ bat it moved not.
ﬂ:h@

Pun 3 ab

,., lmﬂ. to put up ‘Wlﬂl (%0113‘[&]113 msultss at th@ hﬂnds {)f
~the Buslim officials and nobles. Life and property
- were mnot  safe. Young, unmarried, Beautiful
Hindn girls were foreibly taken away from their
- parents and guardians. Marrige parties were we y-
laid. Bride-grooms were assassinated and their brides
were snatched from them. The Hindu places of
worship were dexecrated ; but no notice was taken of
ﬂw@ conduct of the ruffians who did so, A regular
“campaign, under official patronage, was going on

+forcibly convert the Hindus to the Muslim Faitl .
thns, brothers were torn from hrothers, fathers ay
-mothers from their sons and dau ghters. Those who
‘rerusea were tortured to death. All Hindu hearths
“were houses of mourning. A constant wail w ent forth
h*om the Hindu Punjab. The unfortunate, oppre"swd
peopm found consolation in theijr religion. They

‘attributed their troubles to Fate and resignéd them-
‘gelves to  Fate. Tl ey thought thevy iwere hein o

b
jpmmhed for their ¢ Karmas’, in prey 1ous bll.*ihs, {llld

_____

that llwlr Oppl“LSM)I‘h weore L..U‘f 1‘0 ane * Th

v

ey were
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~only mstruments in the hands of God!

. What other
attitude could be adopted by a people who bhad
become mentally so low as to acguiesce in the belief

that even Pars Ram, who is said to have annihilated
the whole Kshatrya race, was an incarnation of

' Vls hnu and was, as such, entitied to ﬂl@il" homage !

lllll

. heart-rend ing scene Guru Govind Singh
~appeared, as a healer, to preach a new Gospel to the
oppressed humanity. He told them to discard theip
worthless old beliefst and to throw themselves on
the mercy of the

Gracious Providence and they

would be saved. ¢ Sin and suffering approach not
“those who meditate on the Lord’s name” was the
message he brought. He made them understand
that all suffering was the result of their own fajl iug:@,
that Grod sent no trouble, that the OPPressors were
not His struments, that they shounld believe in one
God dlld should love one another as brothers, that
“they should rise together and fall together, that the y

- should resist and root out all evil-doers, that they
should not fear death, and that they should egard

Mife only as a means to an end—to attain he: atitud

¢

~at the feet of the Timeless One. He died i m ordep
that God’s people should live. Those who heard the
message were saved. Hindu brothers, von have
disowned vour Saviour! .




THE AUTHOR'S OBLIGATIONS.

I am indebted to my esteemed friend, Hon’ble
Lala Harkishen Lal, B. A., Barrister-at-Law, Cantab,
the great pioneer of industrial progress in the Punjab,
for the conception and publication of this work. It
was he who, eight years back, put the idea into my
head to record what I knew of the Guru and it is,
again, he who has borne the expenses of its publication
and has arranged for its sale on cost price. The
major portion of the book was written, six years
back, when my time was my own and it would
have heen published the same year; but it was my
desire to first show it to some friends with a
view to get language and style improved, so far
as possible. My {friends, Indians and Europeans
both, have not, for some reason or other, been
helpful in this matter. So the book appears
bhefore the public mainly as it was written. The
only Sikh who has been of some assistance to me in
going through the proofs and giving several useful
suggestions is my young friend and pupil, Bhai Jodh
Singh, M. A, Professor of Divinity, Khalsa College,
.Amritsal* to Whom my acknowledﬂ*ments are due..

tlon:a : but if the admlrers a.ud dlbmples of the G‘ruru
kmdly favour me with their suggestions the 2nd
edition may be comparatively a flawless one.

LAHORE ; S
L . LAKSHMAN SINGH.
March 10th, 1909 A. D.
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I . orn .on Kriday the 13th
of Poh, Sudi 7th, Samvat Vikrimaditya 1723, ac-

g to 1666 A.D. at Patna, a large town.of historic
renown, in the Province of Behar. His father,
Guru Tegh Bahadur, was ‘absent at the time, at
Kamruﬂp, m Assam, where he had gone with R&Ja,
Bishen Singh of J odhpur whom he had helped in
the conquest of that Province and who subsequeuﬂy
became his very ardent follower. Boih at Patna
and ‘Kamrup great re jbicings took place to mark
this auspicious event. From all parts of the co,untrj;
the Guru’s followers flocked to Patna to

see their
future Guru and “to make their off ermgs in cash
and kind.

Gobind Singh’s maternal uncle, Kirpal
Chand, received them kindly and sent them back
| * favours. After the lapse of eleven
months Guru Tegh Bahadur halted at Patnsa to see
his family and the newly-born babe with whom the
Providence had blessed him and who was destined
to add lustre to his already illustrious name. Aftep
a brief sojourn he proposed to hi
his wife that they should return to Anandpur which
he had himself built, for his residence, on the spurs
of the Himalayas; but the ladies preferred thp

S mother and to

quiet of Patna where no ill-feeling could be excited

kinsmen and where
‘Ram Rai and other
the Gaddi could do them no

* Aecording to some writers

o the Guru went o
Bhutan and not to 4 ssam.
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harm. So the Guru returned, El;l()lle to Ana,ndpur '
to the great dismay of the men who had consoled

themselves with the belief that he "had left the

Punjab for good and who were making strenuous
efforts to prevail upon Aurangzebe to counfer the
vacant Guadd: on. Ram Rai, and to the boundless
joy of his adberents who came m_ large numbers
to welcome him back in their midst and to receive

from him the solace of religion.
pers brought with them the offerings they had deposited
for years and built spacious Jmansious for the visitors

" The devoted Worship..

and the Guru’s family:

~ Anandpur, 1 those days, was exactly the place

of bliss, as its name implies. Gurn Tegh Bahadur ‘
was a saint immensely rich in the love of God and
man. His days and nights were | i;:iosfly spent either

in meditation or in preaching to all who came to
him that this world and its ties were transient, that

only the Lord’s name was real and that vreal
happiness lay not in the Lngoyment of gross earthly
- pleasures but In Iosmg one’s self in the contemp-
Jation of the Creator. His writings are throughout
‘imbued with transcendental bpll?lfllallfy No sooner
the eye rests on them, or the ear hears them recited,

a thrill runs through one’s Whole frame. The grosser

nature seems then to be entirely subdued in the holy
presence ; and though when this sacred influence is

‘removed it may recover its power over the frail man,
it may be said with Jl’lSﬁGe that for the time the

sacred mﬂuence lasts the Worshlpper feels, as it were,

.ﬁ‘comple‘rely purlﬁed and fit to. be received into the o
bosom of the Father. When this is the influence
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of the Guru’s --Wl'i-tincrs ‘'the force of his presence
can well be imagined. No wonder, then, that the
whole of N orthern India hankering after sgiritual

knowledge should have ‘sought relief in pilgrimage
to- Anandpur; and if it can be supposed that God

lncarnafes or sends his chosen into this world to
better the condition of the: fallen humanity Guru
Tegh Ba,hadur certainly deserved to be - favoured
with a son worfhy of being entrusted with a divine
' mlsswn. -

When the Guru was “éngage“d in 111*i11is‘(01*i11g to
‘the splrlmal wants of his followers at Anandpur his
‘son, Govind Singh, was being brought up at Patna,
under the care of his mother, grandmother 11(:1 uncle
Klrpal Chand. He remained here about five years.
The writers of Sikh chronicles say that, when a child
‘at Patna, Govind Singh developed features which
showed unmlsfakably that he was destined to be

of men. He gaﬂlered round - himself
with

“them. He organised boat races, arranged mimic
ﬁcrhts and handsomely rewarded those who won.

‘a leader
boys of his age and play ed various games

In a word he ha,d made himself so famous, even
as a chlld and had endeared himSelf so much to all
who came in contact with him that, when pressed
by the 1mp01*fu111tles of his followers, Guru Tegh
Bahadur sent for hlm to Anandpur, the men and
women of Patna, young and old, became disccnsolate.

Little did they think, perhaps, that the child, who
~in - parting from them pained them so deeply,

would grow to m_be_ so famous and that Patna, as
his birth place, Would be associated with his name

ﬁ/

o
¥
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as long as Sikh history lasted and would become 5
seat of pilgfima.ge for ages to come. At Anandpup

Giovind Singh’s arrival was hailed with joy. Immensge
i:nultiﬁidés ‘thronged on the roads and in the

temple
to have the privilege of casting first glance on

him. Guaru Tegh Bahadur solemnised this occasion
by offering thanksgivings to the Father Almighty and
feeding thousands of the poor. LThe news of Govind
Singh’s arrival soon spread far and near and djs_
ciples from Multan and Sindh, Kabul and Kandhar,
Dhani and Pothohar and other parts of the Pun jab
brought for him all sopts of presents. These
he " distributed amongst  his playmates. The gifts.
included horses of the choicest breed from Khorasan
and Persia and arrows and weapons of the rarest
~make from Kabul and Kandhar The  futare
founder of the Sikh milita 'Y T power prized these
gifts most and even at that age he took special
delight in organising an army of irregulars and
Il roaming about the jungles at their head in
search of Shikar.

His handsome face, his princely
bearing, his kind look, his sweet Patna dialect,
‘made still sweeter when if proceeded from bhis
sweet lips, his plea

sing manvers and  his winning
smile made him a

umversal favourite. The calls
on his time were so many that his mother and grand-
mother often complained that he stayed out for
the greater part of the day. At the age
he was placed under the tutelage of Sahib Chand

Granthi to learp Gurmukhi in company with Manya

who, under the name of Mani Singh, subsequently

Played an important part in Sikh histsi

‘ y- and‘ died as
& martyr, Nand Chand, his future councillor -and
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| i'ﬁ"his ~other playmates. Gifted as he was with an
extraordinary geniuvs he ccmp]efely Iealnf tke Ad
" Granth in a short hme, and hls recﬁahons ehcited

- popular app]auae. In the same year Qam - Pir

Mohammed was appomfed to teach hma Persian and

an e‘tperf Ra Jpﬂ’t was entrusted Wlﬂl ‘rhe duty of train-

mo* hlm 111 horsemanﬂnp and 1n the use of Weapons..

From the Worldly pomf of VleW ﬂ]lS may be
regarded as the happlest perlod of Govmd Singh’s
life. All that man “could deSIre was h]s. H]S father
was the splrltual ruler of men or Sac}m Padshah, the
‘real King, by which name he was remembered by
the Slkh dlsmples. HIS mother and grand-mother
were adored by mllhons of men and women. His

mornmgs and evenings ‘were spent in devotion and
daysin Shikar and ofher man]y games. At night
before he went Jr() bed, in the palatial residence set

aparf for hlm, tnumerous attendants sang for him
“hymns from G‘rranth Sahib and made a paradise, as it
were, of his home. Buf 1t was not for these earthly

| and Worldly enjoyments that God had
sent hlm into this world. So before he com:pleted
his ninth year all this ana, of human bliss venished
and the stern Provldence called hlm to duf)
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HAPTERWII

 ALAMGIR AURAN GZEBE, the Moehal Emperor
ceme to the fhrone by imprisoning his a ged fathers
and to secure it to Inmself he had the saintly Dara

- Shikoh, his elder broﬂler, and the timid Murad, his
younger brother, eruelly murdered. The third brother,.
Shujah, fled to Arakan where he died mlserably
These crimes, though, ‘not so uncommon in those
days, created indignation throughout the Muslim
world‘ For the murder of Dara Shikoh he put
forward the excuse that he had become a Sufi and
had died the death ‘of a heretic. But for other mis-
deeds he eeuld ' renderq 1no satisfactory explanation.

Discontent, fherefore, ,brewed near his throne and
in the vremote provinces. The Moghal officers.

in Deccan, Bengal, Oudb, Plllleb and Kabul lost

faith in the occupant of the Delhi throne and began
to devise ways and means for shaking off their

' ellegia.nce. ““The Sheriff of Mecca refused to re-

‘ceive his envoys although they brou ght him mohey
presente. Shah Abbas of Pbl‘bld hated Auran gzebe:

and severely condemned him for his treatment of
‘his father and his brethren. He scoffed at the title

which Aurangzebe had assumed of Conquerer of
‘the World””; and he threatened to march an army
to Delhi. Aurangzebe was in the utmost alarm ’*—

In this plight Aurangzebe took shelter with
Ulemas and professors of his religion and by

their sympathy, which he purchased by Jrhe free

163 :n.(]ir ;1'70 Wheeler, A short sttom/ of I n dw, pages
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bestowal of royal fa,vours, ‘he began to play the
role of the Defender of Islam. To pander to the

__preJudlees of the fanatical mob, quite against
the concﬂlatory policy of his three illustrious pre-
.decessors, he began to rule . his . vast empire, In-
habited by a population of diverse.creeds and races, by
.organising a regular Jehad against all non-Muslims.
Orders were issued that thenceforward no non-Muslim
should be appomted to any Civil or Militaryﬁ office ; that
Lambardars and Zaildars should a,ll be Muslims ; that
Sanskrit should not be taught ; that Hindus should
.not be allowed to go on pllgrlmage to their time.
"honoured shrines. All sorfs of oppressive taxes

were leV1ed on non-Muslims and, when these sources of
'tymuny were exhausted, he ordered the forcible con-
version of the Hindus. Thp ,‘WOI'ShlP of idols was
made a crime. The templés" of the n on-Muslims
were demolished and mMosques Wel*e substituted in
their place, some of which may still be seen in

dlﬂ?erent parts of India. ¢ Insfead of permlf‘rmg fhe
’ followers of other religions to worship God in their
OWn Way, Aura,no'zebe soughf to force them into be-
coming Muhammadans. He bega.n by destroying
1dols and pagodas Wlﬂllll ‘his own ferrlfomeb and

bulldmg up mosques in their room. He burnt
down a great pagoda near Delhi. He converted s
magnificent temple at Mathra into a mosque. He

drove religions mendicants of every idolatrous sect out

of Hindustan. He ordered the Viceroys of provinces

to carry on the same work throughout the Empire.
At the same time he prohibited the celebration of the
Hindu festivals. He required all Hindu servants of
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the Moghal G‘rovernment 10  become Muhammadam
under pain” of Iosmg their appom‘tmentb. - He im-
posed the Jezya on all his subjects who rvefused to
-become Muhammadans. Even the English and Dutch
residents in India were subjected to the same
obnoxious - impost. The Rana of Udd,lplll" was

ordered to allow cows to be bld,ughfered m hlb
te]}]}]torles B R . AR | BRI

When thls was the a,ttlt ude of fhe hea,d of ‘rhe

Empme the atrocltxes committed, in the -name of re-
ligion, by petty. poten,j;ates in the provmces, - may well
be imagined. Kalyma or the sword was .the ‘option

given to non-Muslims. A story; somewhat exag- -
gerated, is told that in those days, Aurangzebe had
resolved that he would.not take. his breakfast un-

less omne and a quarter ma,und sacred threads were
“brought to him daily and their. wearers made Mus-
lims. In Kashmere the Governor Sher Afgan fore-
'1bly converted half the population to Islam. The
chogen few among fhe rest took shelter with
‘Gura Tegh Bahadur If is bfd‘red by some that
the Ka,shmlrl Pundlts Were advmed to. seck ﬂle |

Amar Nath 1In the north--we.sf of Ka,shmlr : ,nd
by others that fhe Guru s kinsmen, blll"ll»lll“‘ with

the ﬁne of envy and labourlng* under ‘rhe mortl,ﬁ(*ahon

eﬁ’orts to obtaln the Fadd?, put ﬂllb 1dea, mfo fhe

he *ﬁd of the. defenceless .Kashmiris fo. 1nmlve Gruru

* Talboy’s  Wheeler, a short History of Indii
pages 177-78.
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Tegh Bahadur into a qua,rrel with the 0'1*691 Moghal
Wh()be mlght Would ulhma‘rely crush him and ‘make

it Impossible for 111:: descendants to retain hold over

the Gaddi. Be that as it may, the Guru received
thém mosf kmdly Their tale of woe melfed him
m‘ro fea,rs. ~For a 1011 '~ time he remained speech-

less. When at last he: eompoaed himself he gravely

.:r'n

1°eplled ’rha‘r unfll Iome virtuous person baCI‘lﬁLQd
hlll’lbelf at the altar of Faith, God’s people would
find mno rest. “Silence prevailed in the audience.
Grovind Singh was then’ ‘nine years old. Rebpectinlly
leaving- the lap of his father and kneeling before
him he - said “Sire, thou art an embodiment of
virtue. Give thy life for these poor people. Who
~else will- protect them ?” These brave words from.
a child of nine"years  addressed to the parent mto
wheose lap he had been playing a few minutes pr e-

vious, spread a feeting of wonder and amazemeént
mto the -whole " audience. They stared now into
the face of the father and then into that of the son

and began to feel a sort of supernatural awe in
their presence.” " Thiere was, however little cause for

~wonderment in what they witnessed. Both these,
father and son, had been sent into this world fop

a -special purpose,” thé  fulfilment of which necea.
sitated exfraordma‘ry courage and sacrifice.  With
these inahly Virtues ﬂmy were most thorou ﬂ‘hly |

endowed. "Both were “conscious of the mighty re-
volwtmns that the Divine Ruler had ordained “"")llg'h

'them and” both were - completely resigned to His .
- will.
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The speech of Govind Singh received a 1'(.,ddy
response. Guru Tegh Balmddr asked the thhmuﬂ.

Pundits to write to the ‘Emperor that in ca se His
Majesty prevailed upon their leader, Guru Teo-h
Babadur, to become a Mussalman they would all

accept the Kalima of the Prophet:; otherwise they
should be allowed to worship their gods

The Kashmiri Pundits, reduced to

s as  hefore.
desperation.

though they were, for a while hesitated in stib-
mitting such a petition. They had, of course, ¢ome
to seek the Guru’s aid; but nothing was furtherp

from their intention than to involve s« samt like
the Guru into such a serious diffi culty.  Super-.
stitlous to the extreme they had thought that by
some miraculous agency the Guru would avert the
calamity that faced them. But to their horror the
blessed saint recommended a course whicl stmply
mean‘r death to him. At length, pressed by the Sodhi
enemies of the Guru, to whom his death was most
welcome, they yielded. The petition was accord-
ingly sent to the Imperial Potentate throu oh
 Zalim Khan, Subah of the Punjab. On receipt of
it Aumng/ebk called a meeting of the Ulemas and
Q&Zlb of his court and asked their opmion. All
were aﬂ*reed that lt would be a matter for Con-

gratulatlon if by one man’s conversion millions of
mﬁdels entered the fold of Islam. As a rvesult of

this deliberation two speclal messengers were sent
to br‘mg Guru Tegh Bahadar to Delhi. The Guru,,

however preferred not to go with the Imperial guards.
He sent back the emissaries of Aur: angzebe with the

reply that he would come attended by his own men.
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Very soon a.ffer he made preparahons for his

dL parfure and O'ave mstruchons to Govmd Smfrh aq
to how the work was to be carried on durlno his

' absence. 4 HIS parting with his mother and his wife

- was sunply pathetic. The mother’s heart gave
Way at thc fhouﬁ'hf that her son was Ie:—wmg her to

come no more. The wife was quiet; but her re-
serve dlstmcﬂy betrayed how she felt her lord’s

separation. The Guru consoled them by reciting
‘several hymns of his own composition which all
inculcated that this world was a sort of a bemz

where men stopped, for a while, on their wa v home.
Their ties ~were transient. Fa‘rher son, mother,

child, 11?3?51)&11(1: wite, all were bound together by
selfish, instincts. In time of prosperity they were
all fmende: ,but in adversity all fled away. That
the only ob]ecf of love should be God Almighty
‘who was real and eternal friend. In this way tak-

ing leave of his family and followers the Guru
started for Delhi. On his way he halted at

various places and preached God’s name to the

people. This caused delay. Aurangzebe
suaded to beheve that the Guru wa

was per-
s hiding him-
self for fear. Messengers were sent in all directions
to search for him. A prize was set on his head.

Meanwhile the Gm*u was proceeding in the direc-

tion of Delhl by slow 111&1*0118.5.
feached ther

»

ﬂicult to 'account for. The Sikh writers say
that an old lady Of Agm, Bhago by name, a disciple

of Guru Ar]an, longed to see him. Also that one
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Hassan Ali, an impecunious: Syad, old and decrepit,
hearing that a handsome reward was set on the
Guru's head prayed that if, as people . said, the
Gura - was a friend of the poor and. knower
of lhearts, instead of surrendering . himself to
the Mogha! Ewmperor he would come to. him- so.
that, by handing him over to the lmperial authorities,. -
he might get the promised- reward -and thereby re-
lieve the burden of- his old age. To satisfy - the

craving of these two persons the : Guru went to-
A gra where he was arrested in a garden, in the suburbs.
of Agra, and was imprisoued in the local fortress.. . .

“When the incident was reported to Auranwebe .
he was overjoyed at the thoucvht ‘that 'now,:“” '
throuﬁ'h ‘the Gura of the Hllldllb, he Would hll(f
ceed in conv er‘tmﬂ* countless lnen to ‘rhe (*1'eed of'_ "
Islam. The Guru was taken to Delhl ‘lllldel,. o
Imperial escort. Through the adee of ‘rhe Head N
Qazi he was lod.qed in a dllapldated blllldlllt_., > sup.....;
posed to be haunted by evil é}iiﬁtb where, a(*cordma'”
to the - pol)u”lar belief, many persons had been
tormented to death. But mo: evil genius molested -
the Gurw. Next morning’ the Guru was pre’sented to-
Aurangzebe who received him with honouy and ll]]---
plored hlm to lend ‘the welght of his’ mﬂuence i
his policy of conversion. The Indian peoples, he
said, were h0peleqsh divided into numberless creeds:
which resulted in mutual hatred and internecine

quarrels and caused countless dlﬂ]Cllltl'BS to ‘the
Government. If people believed in’ one -
they Would Tive m peace and:<ac

rehglon
cord. The G—uru, '
as a successor of Baba Nanak, sheuld haﬂ the pros-
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pect of his people giving up idols and believing im
one God. Should the Guru proffer bhim -the re-
quired assistance he would give him a lady of the
1*0}*&1 ‘household in marriage,” make him Nawab of
the Punjab or, if he so -elected, he would issue a
decree :that the- whole. of Muslim India should re-
gard him as' their premier Pir. He felt confident
that even if the Guru did not feel. inclined to accept

the Kalima he would acknowledge the Prophet for
the sake of the millions of the Hindus who were:

suffering ‘no end of perbecutlon on account ¢f their
refusal to avail themselves of the- blessmgs of. Islam..

Men of his stamp laid down their lives for the
sake of o’rhers. - In the preseuf mstance no de-

mand Was made On 1115 hfe. A little inconvenience
to hlm Would re sul’r m a blesmnﬂ' to millions of lnu

fellow-men Who Wonld obtain peace 1 this ht@w

and paradlse in ’rhe next. Should he, llOWt“& er,
choose to refuse ‘rhe oﬁ »r he Would meef death at the-

.....

handb of fhe publlc exe(*uhoner

The Guru heard the speech of:the ashlfe Moghal.
with perfect serenity. He.calmly replied that it was a
mistaken policy to compel people to change their faith.
A belief in this or that creed did not entitle any one to.
a seat in Heaven. To God Mussalmans and Hindus
were all ahke. It was blind fanaticism that led men to.
believe fhat God was partial to one creed and inimical
to anoﬂler Entry into Heaven res’red on one's achons |
and not on lip professmns.. - To bhim the ﬁplea@ureﬁ, _

of this life had little charm. He had no ambition
to conh*ﬂct matrimonial ties Wlﬂl the royal family
or to wield spiritual sway by the aid of an Imperial
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decree. He was completely resigned to the will of
God, and in Divine grace alone lay the fruition of
his desires. He was not airaid of death. Death
was only the inevitable dissolution of the elements
of which the body was composed. Rama had passed
away. Rawan with his large offspring had met
a similar fate. The world was like a dream and
nothing in it was stable. Anxiety need be felt
for what was an unusual catastrophe. Whoever was
born must die sometime or other. He had given
up all worldly entanglements and had taken to
the singing of the Lord’s glory.

- Finding that the Guru could not be won over
by smooth speech Aurangzebe ordered his subjection
to torture in the vilest of dungeons so that physical

suffering mizht compel him to embrace Islam.
Diwan Mati Ram, Bhai Gurditta, Bhai Dyala, uncle
of Mania, Bhai Udai and Bhai Jaita, Mazhahi Sikhs,
who had accompanied the Guru from Anandpur
were incarcerated in separate rooms. The dungeon-

keepers impressed by the Guru’s holy presence gave
him no trouble. They quietly sat cutside and the
messengers from Anandpur, sent by mother Nanaki,
and the Sikh disciples from Delhi were freely ad.

A

0 pay thewr homage to the Gurn

mitted
A few days after, the Guru, fogeﬂwr with
his compamons, was taken to the royal presence.
Aurangzebe again called apon the party to give
up their false creed. Diwan Mati Ram said, by way
of retort, that it was Islam that was false and not
the Sikh creed. If God had viewed Islam with
favour he would have created all men circumecised.

- The Diwan’s boldness cost him his life. An in-
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fernal machine was immediately erected in the
Diwan Kbana and Mati Ram was forthwith sawn
~into pieces. Aurangzebe and his hardened  cour-
tiers stood emotionless.

Their diabolic looks, on
the eOnfrary, betrayed inward satisfaction. Bhai
Dyala, unable to control himself, gave vent to his
feelings by calling Aurangzebe a tyrant. He cursed
him for committing such atrocities in the name
of Grod and religion and predicted the. rapid fall
of his dynasty. Aurangzebe was all wrath. The
court parasites still more furious. The Bhai was
dragged out of court and thrown into a boiling
cauldron. The royal monster then turned upon the
Guru and dismissed him by saying that if he did
not accept Ilslam he too would meet similar fate.
Next day Bhai Gurditta approached the Guru and
proposed a means of escape from the pi*is()n. The
Guru, percsiving his motive, permitted him and

his other two companions to return to their homes.

Somehow they escaped from the prison, but with

remorse they returned and sfa,yed Wlth the G‘rnru'
till hls death.

When ‘the news of the nmrfyrdom of Dlwan |
" Mati Ram and Bhai Dyala reached Anandpur
mother Nanaki was filled with alarm regardmg the
safety of her son. Overpowered by - continued
anxiety and sorrow she sought relief in frequent

attempts to proceed to -Delhi. Govind Singh, how-
ever, Informed timely, Invariably prevailed upon
her to desist from the resolve and to have the

satisfaction that her son was courting a death that

was nobler than life itself. The Guru, too, thought
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-~ Aurangzebe’s threat failed in its effect and the
proapect of the Guru’s conversion was as remote as
ever. Sedaie and calm he waited for his end patient-
ly. One day When he was attending to his toilette
on the I*QOf of his dungeon he cast a look towards

the south. The matter was brought to the notice
of Auran ozebe who sent ior him and accused him

of looking at the - ladies: of the Imperial palace.
The Guru is said to have calmly replied that he  had
been looking in the diréction of the sea from where
a white race would ‘come, take possession of the
Mo ohal ﬂmone and violate the aanchfy of Jrhue roy al

serag‘ho. J
Fhe prophe(*y excited a furious uproar. B()fh

the King and ‘the courtiers showered imprecations
on the hoa.r) eaded saint.” The cries of “down with
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