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EDITORS’ NOTE.

| This book does not pretend to be an exhaustive

study of the life and work of Maharaja Ranjit Singh.
~ After giving the historical background and a short life-
sketch, it presents certain essential features of his work,
which have not been brought out so clearly in the
existing works on him. Some of the topies dealt with 1in
the present volume are quite new, and it is hoped that
they will lead to a new orientation of the appraisal of the
Maharaja’s achievements. There being different writers
for different chapters, it was but natural that there should
be some repetition. To avoid this, the Kditors had to

- delete certain portions here and there, for “which they

crave the writers’

forgiveness. There will be observed
- some marks of hurry in the make-up of the book, of
which we are not unconscious, but when the reader knows
that the whole work of writing and printing has been
~ogone through in about four weeks, he will not be too

hard in his judgment.

With all its shortcomings the book, it 1s hoped, will
make some real contribation to the literature on the great
“national hero of the Punjab, and as such will be accept-
able as a souvenir on the first centenary of his death
For enabling us to present it to the public we are much
beholden to our contributors.

Khalsa College, Amritsar, Trja SINGH.
20th June, 1939, ' - (FANDA SINGH.
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CHAPTER |
HISTORIOAL ' BACKGROUND

(BY Pror. TEsa SINGH M A)

‘Slkh (Sa.nscrlt Shish) means a dlsc1ple, and hlSl

religion is best understood when it is regarded as a life,
a discipline, and not as a system of philosophy. Sikh
history reveals the gradual making and development of a
nation 1n the hands of ten successive leaders, called
Gurus. They had much in common with other contem-
porary reformers who were doing so much 'to purify
~ religion and . enrich vernacular literature; but these
reformers appear to have been so 1mpressed with the
nothingness of this life that they deemed it unworthy of
~a thought to build up a new order of society. In the
words of Joseph Cunningham, * they aimed chiefly at
emancipation from priestcraft, or from the grossness of
idolatry and polytheism.........They perfected forms of
dissent rather than planted the germs of mnations, and
their sects remain to this day as they left them. It was

reserved for (Guru) Nanak to perceive the true principles
of reform, and to lay those foundations which enabled

his successor (Guru) Gobind (Singh) to fire the minds of
his countrymen with a new nationality, and to give
practical effect to the doctrine that the lowest 1s equal
with the highest, 1n race as in creed, 1n pohtlcal rights as

in religious hopes.” - |
The movement began with G‘ruru Nanak (1469 1539),

who was born in the Kshatrya clan at Talwandi (now
called Nankana Sahib), near Lahore. He found his
people in the depths of degradatlon The Punjab, which
had once been the land of power and wisdom, had

through the SUCCesSive raids of the forelgner become

- utterly helpless and ruined. It lay like a door-mat at the
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gate of India. The people had no commerce, no

language, no inspiring religion of their own. They had

lost all self-respect and fellow-feeling. It has become a
maxim now to call the Punjabis brave, sociable, practical,
~and so forth; and we found them recently fighting
thousands of miles away from their homes for the men
and women of France and Belgium ; but we forget that
the same people, before the birth of Sikhism, Wweére
content to see their wives and children being led away.
as so many cattle to Ghazni, without daring to do
anythmg in defence of them. When Baba Budha asked
his father to drive away the invader who was destroying
~his fields, the latter could only shake his head and confess
his inability to do so. This 1s how Guru Nanak describes
the political condition of the people in his Asa di-Var :

Sin 1s the king, Gleed the mmlster Falsehood the
- mint-master,

And Lust the deputy to take counsel W1th they sit
and confer together. |

- The blind subjects, out of ignorance, pay homage like
dead men. ,

- They were so cowed down in qpmt that they
mimicked the Mohammedan manners, ‘ate meat prepared

in the Mohammedan fashion,” and ‘Wore blue dress in

order to please the 1u11ng class’ (4sa-di-Vayr).

‘Even
thelr language had been changed’ (Basant I,

Guru Nanak’s heart bled when he saw his peoPIe S

helplessness 1n the face of cruelty and havoc wrought b
the enemy. There is nowhere expressed such g, bitte);

angulbh for the suffering of others as in the memorable
500gs of Guru Nanak '

horrors of Babar’s invasion.
({ -
sang, ' When there was such slaughter, such

, _ _ N
(J God! didst . Thou not fee] pain ? Crea,thl aning,

r! Thou
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belongest to -all. 1If a powerful party beat another

‘powerful party, it is no matter for anger’; but when a
ravenous lion falls upon a herd of cows, the master of the
herd should show his manliness.” Guru Nanak determin-

ed that the peOpIe should no longer remain a herd of
cows, but should be turned into a nation of lions. Sikh
“history reveals how this miracle was performed. We see

its eonsummatlon on the Baisakhi day of 1699 when
~Guru Gobind Singh baptised the Sikhs into Singhs or

Yions, ea]hng each one of them ‘a host of one lahh and a
quarter’. | '

Laying aside sueh short-cuts as mantras, miracles
and mysteries, Guru Nanak began his work with man
himself, and based his uplift on his own - character.
Looking at the helplessness of his -countrymen, he dis-
covered that moral degradation was at the root of it all.
When asked by his companion why such suffering had
come to the people, he replied, ¢ It is ordained by the
Creator that before coming to a fall one is deprived of
“one’s virtue.” (4sa, I). He felt sure that as long as men
were steeped in ignorance and corruption, nothing could
‘be done for them. He began the work of education first:
“ Truth is the remedy of all. Only Truth can wash away
the sins” (4sa-di-Var)., Guru Nanak freed the people
from the bondage of so many gods and godlings, and led
them to accept one Supreme Being as the creator and
sustainer of all, no matter by What name they called Him.
“ One should not recognise any but the one Master”
(Maru, I'), as this was the only condition on which the
people could become one unified whole. In order to raise
“the dignity of the ordinary man, he taught that there

‘were no incarnations, no special revelations. Man was the
‘greatest and the highest revelation of God. His
humanity was the greatest miracle, and must b cherlshed |

K the most preclous glft from heaven. o TR
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.- " Before " the advent of Sikhism the leaders ot thought
~ had fixed certain grades of salvation according to Fhe
.different capacities of men, whom they divided 1nto hfgh
‘and low castes. The development of character re'sultlng
from this was one-sided.  Certain people, belonging to
the favoured classes, developed in themselves a few good
‘qualities to a very high degree, while others left to them- -
selves became degenerate. The Gurus did not want .to
have such a lop-sided growth. They wanted to give

opportunities for the highest development to all classes of

people. - .
There are lowest men among the low castes.

Nanak, I shall go with them. What have I got to do
- with the great? ' '

God’s eye of mercy falls on those who take care
- of the lowly. —Srt Rag. -

It is mere nonsense to observe caste and to feel proud
over grand names.—Ort Rag. -

Some work had already been donein this line. The Bhagats
or reformers in the Middle Ages had tried to abolish the dis-
tinction between high-class Hindus and the so-called untouch-
ables by taking into their fold such men as barbers, weavers,
shoemakers, etc. But the stigma of untouchability still re-
mained, because the privilege of equality was not extended
to men as men, but to those individuals only who had washed
away their untouchability with the love of God. Kabir, a
weaver, and Ravidas, a shoemaker, were honoured by
- kings and high-caste men, but the same privilege was not
~extended to other weavers and shoemakers, who were still
. held to be untouchables. Ravidas took pride in the fact

that the love of God had so lifted him out of his caste th at
even the superior sorts of Brahmins came to bow before
him, while other members of his caste, who were working
as shoemakers in the suburbs of Benares,

| were not so
honoured.

| The. Sikh Gurus made this improvement on the
previous 1dea that they declared the whole humanity to be
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one, and that a man was to be honoured, not because he
belonged to this or that caste or creed, but because he was
a man, an emanation from God, whom God had given the
same senses and the same soul as to other men : '

He who looks on all men as equals is religious
(Suhi, I).

To look on all men as class-fellows 18 to belong the
highest order of saintliness (Japji).

Recognise all human nature as one.

All men are the same, although they appear dlﬁ'erent
under different 1nﬂuences

The bright and the dark, the ugly and the beautiful,

| the Hindus and the Muslims, have deveIOped

themselves according to the fash1ons of different
countries.

" All have the same eyes, the same ears, the same body
~  and the same build—a compound of the same four

elements(Akal Ustat).
- Woman also received the respect due to her. How
could she be called inferior, when men born out of  her
were so much honoured ? (4sa-di- Var).

"The whole outlook of life was thus changed. The
world, which the people had considered as the home of
sin, or at best a mere delusion, was shown to be the house
of God. The worldly life, which in a spirit of despair
they had contemned, now became the only field for good
action: ‘‘Only service done within the world will win usa
place in heaven (51t Rag, 1).

The Guru’s general rules of conduct were very
. simple, in as much as they did not forge any new shackles
in place of the old ones, and left the people free to work
out their social conscience themselves:

Put away the custom that makes you forget the
Tioved One (Wadhans, +).

My friend! the enjoyment of that food i1s evil which
gives pain to the body and evil thoughts to the

mind (Sri Kag, 1).

The same rule is given about dressing, riding, cte.
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| The principles laid down by Guru Nanak were
‘excellent and just suited to the needs of the people.- But
_‘-the‘preé,ching of pr’inc{ples, however lofty, does not create
nations. Two things are necessary at the outset to
- produce the desired result: (1) General improvement of
intellect, and (2) a feeling of unity. Without the one
there can be no consciousness of a corporate life, and
without the other it is impossible to have the national
spirit which brings about the habit of making compromises
'to agree. Constant friction, born of dislike and distrust,
~will too frequently tear open the habit and never: allow
the solder to set. -

By adopting the vernacular of the country f{for
‘religious purposes, he in a way roused the mnational
sentiment of the people. It was strengthened by the
community of thought and ideal daily realised i1n the
_congregational singing of the same religioushymns. It also
improved the understanding of the people. The high truths
conveyed to them in their own tongue made them
conscious of new powers of thought in themselves. To
this was added the illumination of intellect that comes with
the sincerity and enthusiasm of a newly-found faith:

Love and devotion enlighten the mind (Sukhmani).

Best of all, he enjoined upon his followers to open
elementary schools in their villages, so that wherever there

was a Sikh temple there was a centre of rudimentary

learning for boys and girls. This system continued up to
very recent times, and may be seen even now In . certain
villages,

Guru Nanak organised Sangots (or local organi*sa,t‘ions)
~of people wherever he went. These Sangats linked up the
followers with themselves and with their Gury as the centre
-of their organisation. Guru Angad encouraged them tq
" use a separate script, called Gurmukhi, which made them
independent of the priestly class. Guru Amar Da .

| ‘ | S streng -
thened ' the Sangats by narrowing their frontie :

rs within

Digitized by Panjab Digital Library | www.panjabdigilib.org



7..1

manageable compass and by disallowing every possible
schism. Guru Ram Das further strengthened the system:
by ‘appointing regular missionaries called Masands, and
by providing a central rallying place at Amritsar. Guru
Arjun built the Golden Temple, and placed in it the Holy
Granth, compiled by him as the only authentic scripture
for the gmdance of the congregations. In it he included

the writings. of himself and his predecessors, along with
some chosen hymns from Hindu and Muslim saints of
India; most of whom were considered untouchables and
- who made their living by working with their own hands.
This was the most practical way of removing untouch-
ablity and creating respect for honest labour.

~ The immediate effect of the teaching that religion could
be best practised within the secular concerns of life was
that all prejudices against honest labour and trade were
removed, and the people began to take an active part in
what were called the worldly affairs., Gango, a Khatri of
Bassi tribe came to Guru Amar Das and asked, “Lord !
what shall I do to save myself ?” “Open a bank at Delhi,”
~was the Guru’s reply. Possession of wealth was no longer
to be considered as Maya, but as a very salutary and
helpful thing in the conduct of human affairs : “For a

religious man,” said Guru Ram Das, “it is not unholy to

get wealth, provided he spends it in G'rod’s_ way, and gives
and lives in comfort.” The same Guru once said to his

Sikhs, “ When a Sikh has got an important business in
hand, join him and pray for him. If yousee that it cannot
be carried on without financial assistance, collect money

for him . from every quarter, and at the same time give

something yourselves " Henceforth we often hear of
horse-dealing, bankmg, embrmdery and carpentry among
the Sikhs. The Gurus patronised and  encour-
aged them, and for this purpose they founded com-
meroial cltles likg Ammtsar and Tarn Taran, 1n which
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they opened markets, called Guru-ka-Bazaars, at their own
expense. It is remarkable to note that the men invited to
open shops with the money lent by the Gurus did not all |
belong to the Sikh community, but most of them were

Hindus and Mohammedans.

Al this created a stir in the Grovernment cn*cles, and
Emperor Jahangir on a pretext caught hold of Guru

Ar]un and handed him over to his worst enemy who
tortured h1m to death.! This released forces of discontent,

and the mext Guru, Hargobmd orgemsed the Sikhs as
soldiers and fought many successful battles with the

Imperial forces. There was a lull for some time under
the next three Gurus; but when Emperor Aurangzeb
martyred Guru Tegh Bahadur, who had gone to Delhl to
plead the cause of persecuted Hindus, the anger of the.
Sikhs knew no bounds. They received baptism of the
sword from Guru Gobind Singh, and were organised as a

band of Warrlor-samts called the Khalsa, to right the

wronge of the people and not to rest until they had made
India safe for Indians. At the baptism they drank out
of the same cup, and were enjoined to wear the same
symbols—Kes (hair), Kangha (comb), Kachha (shorts),
Kara (iron bangle), and Kirpan (sword). They fought many
'battles with the Mughal armies. The struggle was yet
unfinished when the Guru died at Nander.in the Deccan.

But before dying he had written a letter to Aurangzeb n
Wthh he remlnded him of his 1ll-treatment and told him

. - . , ' —

1. Tha,t he suffered for his religion at the hands of Jahangir may be seen
from the following words taken from the Emperor’s own 7auzak: ‘“‘So many

of the simple-minded Hindus, ray, many foolish Moslems, too, had been
fascinated by his ways and teachings. He was noised about ag a great
rehglous and Worldly leader. They ‘called him Guru, and from all

directions crowds of people would come to him and express grea,t devotion to
him. This busy traffic had been carried on for three o
For many years the tkought had been presents
¢ither I should put an end to this

brought within the fold of Islam.’

r four generations,
ng self to my mind that

false z‘mz‘ﬁc or that ke should be
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that though so many of his Sikhs had been killed, his
cause was still unconquered : “For what is the use of
putting out a few sparks, when you raise a mighty flame

instead ?”’ The work which the Guru had started had be-
come a world-wide movement, and therfore it could not be

crushed by the defeat or death of a few individuals. The -
Guru was dead, his children were dead, but there was
. no lack of successors. The whole community as a unit

was 1nvested with the authority of the Guru. 'This new

Gura was the Panth —the oommumty which was to gmde
1tself by the teachings of the Holy Granth. ‘

The political struggle was carried on wunder the
leadership of Baba Banda Singh Bahadur who, after
teaching a severe lesson to the wrongdoers, was killed
with great torture at Delhi along with hundreds of other
Sikhs. The Sikhs after this were outlawed, and prices
were fixed on their heads. A general order was 1ssued
against them. They were hunted down like wild animals,
and any man who killed a Sikh could get a prize from
the viceroy of Liahore. Many died in this way' Those
who escaped went to live in hills and jungles. o

Men feared to become Sikhs, for to wear long hair
and to receive baptism was to call for death. Those who
believed in Sikhism, but had not the courage to die
for it, went about shaved. They were called Sahajdharis.

Most of the Sikhs, however, did not mind dying for
their religion. They kept bravely to their faith, and
would now and then come down to the plains to visit
their sacred places. They were often slain in making
these attempts. In revenge they would fall upon the

government parties carrying treasure and: looted every
pie from them.

Slowly they gathered strength and the ’\Iughal power
grew weak. What was left of the Mughal power was

destroyed by the invasions of Nadir Shah and the
Abdalis. Between them the Sikhs grew Stlong |
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- Mir Mannu the Viceroy of Lahore, tried to do his
‘worst agamst the Sikhs. Hundreds of them were brought
daily to Lahore and killed outside the Delhi Gate. DBut.
this only increased their anger and they vowed to get
r1d of the nruel rulers at any cost. They sang,

“ We are the grass, and Mannu the swkle,
" The more he cuts us, the more we grow.”
They began to build forts Whloh when pu]led down

were put up agam

- Their anger rose to the highest pitch, when in 1757
Prince Taimur, son of Ahmad Shah Abdali, pulled down

the great Temple of Amritsar and filled up 1ts sacred

Tank. They united under two able leaders, both called
Jassa Singh, and defeated the enemy. They drove out
the invader and occupied Lahore. They also. restored the
Temple of Amritsar. Jassa Singh Ahluwalia declared the
‘Khalsa to be a state.

The. Mohammedan viceroy of Lahore invited the

. Marathas to come to his aid. They came and oooupled

the Punjab. But they could not stay for long. Ahmad

'Shah Abdali came agaln and defeated them at Panipat
in 1761,

- Assoon as the Abdali was gone, the Sikhs came.
forth again and began to fortify their villages. '

after time they defeated the Mohammedan armies, and
the Abdali was forced to return again. The Sikhs retu ed

beyond the Sutlej. But Ahmad Shah was too quick for
them. He ‘totally defeated them near Llldhlana, and
destroyed abour 30,000 of them. On his return hq blow

ap the Temple of Amritsar with gunpowder and filled up
the sacred Tank. '

- This was too much for the Sikhs. As” soon as the
Abdali had turned his back in 1763, they came out again

and spread themselves over the whole Punjab. The
defeated the MOha’mm_‘f’danfOrceS at Sarhind and Occupleg

Time
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the land between the Sutlej and the Jumna. Next year
they turned out Kabuli Mal, the Hindu viceroy of Lahore,
and occupied the terr1tory between the Sutle] and the
Jhelum. In a few yeers they had advanced up to the
Indus.

All this la,nd wWas held in joint owneuhlp by the
lwhole Sikh nation, called the Sarbat Khalsa.

The nation was divided into twelve powers of equal
rank, called the Misals. Each misal was under a chief
called Sir dar, who was generally elected by his own

followers. He was quite independent of outside control.
But when a common enemy came to invade the Khalsa
lands, these sirdars acted together. They met at the
*Akal Takht, in Amritsar and decided upon joint action.
As long as there was danger from outside, these
misals acted together But when that danger was over,
quarrels arose among them. o

' There were six misals in the Maghe and six 1n the

Malwa tract. In Majha, the greatest misals were those of
the " Bhangis, the Kanhaiyas, the Ramgarhias and the
Qukkarchakkias. They began to fight each other. for
supremacy. In the end the bukkarchakkia misal was
successful in putting down the others and acquiring their

Jands. The greatest leader of this Misal was Mahal aja
Ran] 1t Slngh
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~ CHAPTER II
MAHARAJA RANJIT SINGH
- * A SHORT LIFE-SKETCH o

(By Ganpa SiNgH, RESEARCH SCHOLAR,
Krnarsa CoLLEGE, AMRITSAR)

~ Maharaja Ranjit Singh was the greatest man of his
time in India, and was one of the two greatest men of
the world of his age, the other being Napoleon Bonaparte.
Ranjit Singh was the product of that evolution that had
been at work during S_.OIII’B three centuries before his birth
1n the form of the reﬂliigio—-political movement of Sikhism
which ultimately aimed at the consummation of a homo-
geneous national brotherhood working for the emanci-
pation of the suffering humanity that had been bleeding
for ages under their iron heel of religious and political
tyranny. In him, as we shall see in the following pages,

was fulfilled the prophesy of (George Forster made in his
letter XI of March 1783 when ‘he said : ‘“Should any

future cause call forth the combined efforts of the Sicques
to maintain the existence of empire and religion, we
may see some ambitious chief led on by his genius and

success, and, absorbing the power of his associates,

| dis'play,i from the ruins of their commonwealth, the
standard of monarchy.””

The first ancestor of Ranjit Singh to have been
transformed from an ordinary ploughman into a saint-
soldier of Guru Govind Singh was Sardar Buddha Singh,?

of the village of Sukkarchak, who had been initiated

into the fold of Sikhism by the seventh Guru Hap Rai
1
- 1, A4 Journey from Bengal to England, Vol, I, p. 295.
2. Some recent writers have given him the name of Budh Singh Q_ﬂ D
due to an error in reading the word oy or »8 Py in Persian Mss 4 '
printed edition of Sohan TLal’s Umdat-ut-Twarikh, Vol. IT P

doubt about 1t and cléarly mentions it asg (.Q_ﬁw. 3
: 12 ¢

But the
2, leaves no
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Buddha Singh was a daring adventurer and abrave soldier
and 1s said to have fought in the battles of Guru Govind

Singh and Banda Singh Bahadur. He was a giant in
strength and is said to have received thirty sword cuts
and nine match-lock wounds on his body. He was
famous for his piebald mare, called Desi, on whose back
he swam across the rivers Ravi, Chenab and Jhelum some
fifty times. _ ' . |
~ On hisdeath in 1Y18 Buddha Singh left two sons,

Naudh Singh and Chanda Singh, the latter being the
ancestor of the Sandhanwalia Sardars. Naudh Singh
came into prominence during the pursuit of Ahmad Shah
Abdali under Nawab Kapur Singh in 1749, and died in
1752 1n a strugggle against the Afghans near Majitha, He
had four sons, of whom Charhat Singh was the eldest.
Those were the days of the rise of the Sikh Misals.
Charhat Singh was a spirited young man and had
attracted the notice of eminent Sikhs at Kot Buddha in .
1749. He soon became the leader of the Sukkarchakkia

Misal, so called after the name of his ancestral village,

and embarked on a career of conquest with his head-
quarters at Gujranwala. The condign punishment that he
inflicted on the tyrannical Governor of Kminabad endeared
him to hispeople, and his successful defence of Gujranwala

against Khwaja Obed of Lahore and a decisive victory
over Nur-ud-Din Bamezai, a military commander of
Ahmad Shah Durrani, added much to his glory. He
conquered Wazirabad, Ram Nagar, Sialkot, Rohtas, Pind
Dadan Khan and a large portion of Dhanni and Pothohar,
including the salt mines of Kheora and Miani. He thus
carved out a principality for his Misal which, on his
death in 1827 Bikrami, passed into the hands of his ten

-"years old son Mahan Singh.’

1. The date of Sardar Charhat Singh’s death is given variously by
different writers, I have here followed the Umdat-ut-Twarikh of Sohan Lal
who depends for his data on the works and personal knowledge of his father
Ganpat Rai, whose .Mss., according to Sir Richard Temple, ‘“‘are dated

back till not long after 1770 and even previous to that.”
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‘Mai Desan, the widow of Sardar Charhat Singh, was

a courageous lady of great tact and ability. By matri-
monial alliances of her daughter Raj Kaur with Sardar

Sahib Singh Bhangi of Gujrat, and of her son Mahan Singh
with Raj Kaur® the dmwhter of Raja (rajpat Singh of
Jind, she enlisted the sympathies of the Bhangis and the
Phulkian for her family. She also extended and strength-

ened the fort of Gujranwala. Not long afterwards
Mahan Singh led his men to a successful expedition
against Nur-ud-Din Bamezai and regained the possession
of Rohtas and conquered the blacksmiths’ town of Kotli

<> Loh4drdn. He unext marched against the bigotted Pir
Muhammad Chattha of Rasul Nagar for his enmity
against the Sikhs and renamed that town as Ram Nagar.
It was on his triumphant return from these expeditions
that Mahan Singh was blessed with a son who was destin-
ed to become the national hero of the Liand of the Five
Rivers. |

Three years later he had again to reduce the
Chatthas, when he converted their town of Altpore into

Akalgarh. With the increase of his power and resources,
Mahan Singh carrted his arms to Pindi Bhattian,
Sahiwal and Isa Khel and, in the year 1782, advanced

upon Jammu which yielded him an immense booty. The
uncompromising jealousy of Sardar Jai Singh Kanhaiya
estranged his relations with the young Sukkarchakkia.
Mahan Singh called in from his exile the fugitive Sardar

Jassa Singh Ramgarhia, and, in the struggle that ensued
at Batala, the death of Sarda,r GGurbakhsh Singh, son of

the Kanhaiya chief, broke for ever the back of Jaj Singh,
and the Ramgarhia Sardar regained his territories.

The relations of the Kanhaiyas and the Sukkar.
chakkias were, however, soon cemented for all time to
g———_‘__‘_\

I. By strange coincidence so many lad membe Qi '
f&mlly bore the Sa01e naine, Ra,J Ka,ur Y £s 0f1 M&h&n Slngh 3
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come by the sagacity of Mai Sada Kaur, the widow of
- Sardar Gurbakhagh Singh, with the matrimonial alliance

of her daughter Mehtab Kaur with Ranjit Singh, the son
Of Mahan Singh. ' '

Oun the death of Sardar GrlI]]al" Smo*h Bhangi, there
arose a cause of quarrel with his son Sahib Singh, and he
was forced by Mahan Singh to take refugein the fort of

Sonhdra. It was here in 1790 that Mahan Singh was
suddenly taken ill. He entrusted the command of his
forces to his ten years old son and retired to Gujranwala,

where he died on the Hth Baiskh, 1847 Bk., April, 1790:
The young chief displayed a wonderful m111tary ogenius 1n
oheckmg the advance of ‘the enemy’s reinforcements

under Karam Smgh Dulo and others, near Kot Maha,ra]a
and gaining a decisiwe victory over the Bhangis.

Ranjit Singh, the only son of Sardar Mahan Singh
Sukkarchakkm, was born of Bibi Raj Kaur, otherwise

known as Mai Malwain, on Monday the 2nd Manghar,
1837 Bk, Margshlrsha Wade 1, 1i3th Shaban 1253

al-Hijri, 13th November 1780 A. D.* He was at first
given the name of Budh Singh, but, apparently, in
commemoration of the victorious campaigns of his father,

it was subsequently changed into Ranjit Smgh the LlOIl
Victor of Battles.

In his early infancy he was attacked by a virulent
type of ' small-pox. After several days of despair, he
triumphed over his disease, but was left disfigured for
life with the loss of his left eye. .

Buie Shah tells us that at the age of six he went out

with other boys on bwmlmmo‘ exoursions to the river
Chenab and distributed among them whatever he could
take away frum home 1n coin and kind.

1. Schan Lal, Umdat wt-Twartkh. 1I, 17,19; Bute Shah, II. Amar
Nath in his Zafar Nama-i-Rungit Singh gives the date as Monda,y the 3rd
Manghar, but as Monday falls on ond Manghar, the date of Schan Lal and
Buate Shah is correct: This corresponds to the 13th November, 1780, and
not té 2nd November, as erroneously mentioned 1in most of the books,
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For his educahon he was sent to Bhai Bhagu Singh
at his Dharamsala in Gujranwala. But Providence had
willed it otherwise. He was not destined to be a man
of letters. Those were the days of adventure, and every
youth was, required to shoulder a musket either 1n
deferice of his hearth and home or for the career of a
successful soldier. He could not, therefore, continue his
- studies for long and was placed 1n the charge of Amir
Singh Brahmin for training .in musketry. He now
accompanied his father on his expeditions and learnt the |
art of war at an early age under his expert cuidance. "

On the death of his father Sa,rddr Ra1131t Singh was
in his tenth year.. His. mother‘ therefore, acted as a
regent, with the asmstance of Diwan La,khpat Rai, also
called Lakhu Mal. ‘But he soon took the administration
of the Misal in his own hands.and displayed great tact

and ab111ty in the management of h1s affairs.

An a,ttempt was ma,de on the hfe of Ranpt Singh in

the following year by Hashmat Khan Chattha to avenge

the ignominious defeats that he had suffered at the hands
of his father Mahan Singh. The Sardar was out on a

hunting excursion, and had got away from his companions
when the Chattha chief suddenly sprang out of his hiding

place and fell upon the youthtul sportsman. The blow
went amiss, cutting only his belt. Ranjit Singh then
retarned him a fatal blow which sent him rolling to the
ocround. Had not the hidden hand of Providence come at
this time to the rescue of the future builder of the Sikh

Empire, ‘the history of India and England would have
been materially changed.’ During the same year RELDJlt

Singh strengthened his power by a union with the Nakai
Sardars, and married Raj Kaur (also called Datar Kaur)

the sister of Sardar Gian Singh of Satghara.

In 1852 Bikrami, i796 A. D., at the age of sixteen,
he was married at Batala to Mehta,b Kaur, the d.a,ughter
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of Mat Sada Ixaur head of the Kanhaiya Misal, wbo for

her active support in his early conquests, has been oal]ed
‘the ladder by whloh Ranjlt Singh ohmbed to greatness In
his early years | '

Shah Zaman, the King of Kabul and a, grandson of
Ahmad Shah Abdali, made several frantic efforts to re-est-

ablish the Durrani power in India,and in 1797 oooupled the
clty of Lahore but he had soon to retire to his country

After the defeat and death of his deputy General

Ahmad Khan Shahanchi-bashi at the hands of the Sikhs,
the Shah again descended upon the Punjab in December,

- 1798. As the Sikhs had as usual, aooordlng to their old
;taotlos, retired from the Capital to pounce upon him
~ unawares when an opportunity off'ered itself, he took
possession of the fort of Lahore. ‘Acoordlng to Sohan Lal*
~and Bute Shah,?> Ranjit Singh at this. time thrice
- rushed upon the Samman Burj of the fort with a limited
“number of Sardars, fired some shots, killed and wounded
a number of the Afghans, and challenged the Shah to a .
hand-to-hand fight. * Come on, O grandson of Ahmad |
Shah,” shouted Ranjit Singh, “you should try two or
three hands with the grandson of the Great Sardar

Charhat Singh.” But as there was no response from the
other side, Ranjit Singh had to refire Wlthout a trlal of
strength with the Durrana.

On the return of Zaman Shah to his country, news
came that Nizam-ud-Din of Kasur was preparing for an
invasion of Lahore. To the people of Lahore, he was as
unwelcome a ruler as the Bhangi triumvirate which was
then in power. A petition was, therefore, drawn up and

“signed by the leading citizens of Lahore, including Mian
Ashlq Muhammad, Mufti Muhammad Mukarram, Mian

"--_.l._-'—'q--.-n-l-.—l- e’ ' - i =

1. Umdat-ul-fawanb/z, ii. 39.
a9, Tarskh-s-Punjab, ii. 638,
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Mohkam Din, "Muhammad Bakar,-Muhammad Tahtr, Mir
| EQhadl Hakxm Hakam Rai and Bhai Gurbakhsh Smgh
and was submitted by a deputation to the rising youth of
the Sukkarchakkla Misal. ¢Only his presence, 1t was
sa1d ‘ was required at the Capital, the pet1t1oners engag-

Ing to do all that was necessary for seeurmg ‘the ob]eet In
_VleW |

R&I]]lt Smgh avalled hlmself of the offer and, w1th
the assistance of his mother-m law Mai Sada Kaur became
‘the master of Lahore on 7" July, 1799, Harh Sudi Hth,

*1856 Bk., 3rd Safar, 1214 Hijri, Wlthout any effuctlve
resistance from the- Bhangl Sardars 1

o Under express orders from h1m, the elty and the
’,cmzens were to be treated ‘with the greatest consideration
by the ‘conquerors, and any acts of ‘plunder and ill-usage
on the part of his troops were to be severely dealt - with.
He rode “through the pubho thoroughfares assuring the
peOple that thelr rIghts, persons, and property were

perfect]y secure as long as they eontlnued faithful to him,
~ and he soon established a strong police for the security

of his new Capltal He treated the fallen Bhangi Sardar

Chet Smgh with every mark of consideration, and granted
a respectable Jaglr for his ma.mtenance

The disappointed Nizam-ud-Din played upon the
]ealoubles of the Sikh Sardars and, In 1800, Jassa Smgh

Ramgarhia, Gulab Singh and Sahib Singh Bhangis and
Nizam-ud-Din entered into. a- coalition to cut short the

career of the new ruler of Liahore. They collected g lur o6

“force at the village of Bhasin. Banjlt Smgh set out to

| * Some of the English and Indian . writers have i

the baseless report of Captain Wade that Ranjit Sing
- of Lahore on the authority of a grant from gh

gervices in recovering the Durrani guns from the

“forwarding them. to Kabul. There is-no:mention of thlrswi:rlcgiléfllt? Rt
contemporary works of Soban Lal, Ahmad Shah Batalia, Amar N I—i the
Bute Shah. KEven Sultan Mohd. Khan Durram and ath and

Imam ud-Din H
k mention of it 1n th ussaini
én;azt.no . n their .'Icmkk ‘1 Sulz‘qm and T arzé’k -g~ A/zmad

~

given currency to

h occupied the Clty
ah* Zamdn for hig
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meet, them, but the sudden death. of Gulab Singh shatter-
~ed . the combination- and he was left in undlsputed
posseqsmn of Lahore. |

11s financial dlfﬁcultles were solved by the acmdental
dis_'oovely. of a hidden treasure from the old brick-kiln of
Budhu (Budhu-ka-Awa). He now marched towards
Jammu and on bis way conquered Mirowal, Narowal, and
Jassarwal. The Raja of J ammu, thereupon paid a
tribute of twenty thousand - rupees, and the conqueror

returned, by way - of Sialkot, to defend his town of
Gujranwala: against - the intended -attack of Sahib Singh
Bhangi and Dal Singh of Akalgarh. Ranjit Singh was
more than a match for them. He worsted them both at
Gujrat and Akalgarh, and it 'was only the appeals of

Baba Sahib Singh Bed: and Sodhi Kesra Singh to his
megnammlty that saved them from deserved pumshment

 Towards the close of the year, Mir Yusaf Ali Khan,
an agent of the East India Company,arrwed at Lahore
with presents valued at ten thousand rupees for the rising
Sikh Chief, with a view to gaining his sympathy in case
of a future emergenoy, and Ra,nJlt Smgh remprocat&d in

a befitting manner.

. Early in 1801 hlS ﬁrst son Kharak Smgh was born
of Rani Datar Kaur (alias Raj Kaur) Nakai on 12th
Phagan, 1857 Bk., aud full forty days were spent in great
rejoicings and tha,nksglvmgs During these days the
chiefs, notables and other prominent citizens decided to
offer the tltle of Mahwmja to him and the Baisakhi day of
1858 Bk., 12 April, 1801, was fixed for the ceremony. - A
orand Da,rbar attended by all the important Sikh Sardars
~ and Misaldars, and promment Hindu and Musllm no<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>