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Inr ction

\ ' religions - Hinduism, Judaism,
% ' Buddhism, Chnstlamty, Islam and

' | Sikhism - stories play a ver}gi i
important part. They have been useﬁ%}, e

E n each of the world’s six main

many hundreds of years to teach people * = =
about their faith in a way which makes dlﬁi——~ ;

cult messages easier to understand. Many
stories tell of times in the lives of religious
teachers, leaders, gods and goddesses.
Others explain mysterious events such as
how the world was created or what happens
when you die. Many have a strong moral or

lesson to teach.

¥ Guru Nanak (1469-1539)

2 Guru Angad Dev (1504-1552)
3 Guru Amar Das (1479-1574)
4 Guru Ram Das (1534-1581)
$ Guru Arjan Dev (1563-1606)
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The Ten Sikh Gurus

W1 he collection of stories in this
1 book comes from the Sikh
religion. Sikhs believe in one
God who sees and knows

'everyﬂung He created the world and is

everlasting and all-powertul. Sikhs follow

the teachings of ten Gurus who taught ordi-

nary people how God wanted them to live.
The first Guru was a man called Guru
Nanak. He started the Sikh religion in
Punjab, in north-west India, at the end of
the 15th century. In this book, you can read
some of the many stories about the Gurus’

lives.

6 Guru Hargobind (1595-1644)

7 Guru Har Rai (1630-1661)

8 Guru Har Krishan (1656-1664)

9 Guru Tegh Bahadur (1621-1675)
10 Guru Gobind Singh (1666-1708)
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The Rich Man and the N
NGGCHG OF Hegven

uru Nanak was the first Sikh life. Besides,” he added, mysteriously, “I might
Guru. He spent much of his cause you some trouble.”
life travelling around India, But Duni Chand would not take no for an
teaching people about God. answer. Again and again, he repeated his invita-
On one of his journeys, he visited the great tion until Guru Nanak had to accept.
city of Lahore. A very wealthy banker lived “It will be the finest food you’ve ever tast-

in a magnificent palace in the city. His name ed,” said boastful Duni Chand.
was Duni Chand.

When Duni Chand heard that Guru It was a very splendid occasion. The food was
Nanak was in the city, he rushed out to find indeed delicious, everyone agreed. When all
him. He invited him to a special feast to be his guests had finished eating, Duni Chand
held in the Guru’s honour. turned to Guru Nanak.

“Thank you, but no thank you,” Guru “I am a very wealthy man,” he said. “One

‘Nanak said. “I prefer the simple things of of the richest in the whole city. If




there is anything I can do for you, Holy Sir,
you only have to ask.”

Guru Nanak sat for a moment, deep in
thought. He looked around at his luxurious
surroundings, the gold and silver, the guests
dressed in their finest silk clothes. Then he
felt in his pocket and pulled out a small box
inside which was a fine, silver needle.

“There is one small thing you can do for
me,” he told Duni Chand, handing him the
needle. “Keep this needle safe and sound,
and give it back to me when we meet in the
next world.”

“Of course, Holy Sir, of course,” whined
Duni Chand, feeling very important.

When the Guru and his guests had all gone
home, Duni Chand rushed to find his wife.
He couldn’t wait to tell her his good news.

“Guru Nanak must think very highly of
me,” he said, bursting with pride, “to have
trusted me with such a special task. I am to
keep this needle and give it back to him in
heaven.” P
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Guru Nanak was the first Sikh Guru or
teacher and the founder of the Sikh faith.

vanished for three days. He told people that
he had had a vision
of God. God had told him to teach people

to live in a truthful way and treat everyone

Sikhs because Sikh means “someone who

learns”.

TE
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To his astonishment, his wife burst out
laughing.

“Oh, my poor husband,” she said. “Are you
mad? T think you'd better go back and ask the
Guru how you are going to do what he wants.”

Feeling confused, Duni Chand hurried back
to the Guru.

“Oh, Guru Nanak, Holy Sir,” he called.
“Please tell me how I can take your needle with
me when [ die?”

Guru Nanak looked at him kindly.

“But the needle is so tiny and light,” he said.
“If you can’t find a way of taking such a small
thing with you, what will you do with all your

great riches and wealth? How will you take
 these things with you when you die?”
Duni Chand, the rich banker, felt ashamed

4 as he realised the truth of the Guru’s words. All

- his gold and riches were worth nothing. He
couldn’t take them with him when he dxed,

RYTELLERSTORYTELLERSTORY TELLERSTORY TELLERSTORYTELLERSTORY TELLERSTORY:

Did you know?

Even as a young child, he was very interested

in religion. When he was 30 years old, Nanak

as equal. Nanak’s followers became known as

TELLERSTORYTELLERS TORYTELSTORYTELLERSTO

From that day on, he followed the Guru’s

teachings. He gave his money away to the
poor, gave food to the hungry and always tried
to help those in need. And when he died, he
took many good deeds and good wishes to
heaven with him.

STORYTELLERSTORYTELLERSTORYTELLERSTO

RY

Did vjou know?
The story of Duni Chand shows how

being too attached to money or belong-
ings can take you away from the love of
God. Guru Nanak teaches Duni Chand
that the most important things in life are
not gold and riches, but leading a good
life and helping other people, whoever
they are. That is the way to serve and
feel closer to God. Helping others is
called sewa, or service. This is a very

important idea for Sikhs.

CEATIRLXIOLGIATIALAIOLSIATIALAIOLSIATIALAY
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hen Guru Nanak went

on his travels, he often

took Mardana, his

faithful companion, with
him. Mardana was a musician. One day, after
a long and tiring journey, Guru Nanak and
Mardana reached the city of Multan. They
had been travelling for many days and
nights, and Mardana was tired and hungry.
He was looking forward to a good meal, and
a long, long rest.

Now, at that time, the city of Multan was
famous for its many priests and holy men.
People came from far and wide to seek their
advice, and in return they gave the priests
gifts of jewels and money. So the priests and
holy men had grown rich and greedy. They
didn’t want anyone spoiling their good for-
tune. When they heard that Guru Nanak
was nearing their city, they held a meeting to
decide what to do.

“We don’t want him here,” they said.
“He’ll spoil everything.”

So they came up with a plan. They sent a
messenger to Guru Nanak, carrying a bowl of
milk. The bowl was so full that there wasn’t
room in it for a single drop more. The mes-
sage for Guru Nanak was this,

“There are enough priests and holy men

here already. There isn’t room for any more.”

Slowly and carefully, the messenger carried

the bowl to where Guru Nanak was staying.
Slowly and carefully, in case he spilt a drop,
he held the bowl out to Guru Nanak.

“My masters, the priests, have sent you
this milk,” he said. “Perhaps you have a mes-
sage for them in return.”

Mardana looked longingly at the milk. It
looked so cool and refreshing, and he was so

thirsty. He hoped that the Guru would p
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take the bowl so that they could both
have a drink. But Guru Nanak did not
take the bowl. Instead, he picked a
sweet-smelling jasmine flower from a
nearby bush. He dropped the flower in the
bowl. It was so delicate, it floated on the
top and not a drop of milk was split.
“Here is my message for your masters.”
Guru Nanak said. “Tell them that there is
Aalways room in the world for more
goodness and hooliness. Just as there is
room in this bowl for this tiny flower.”
When the priests and holy men heard
Guru Nanak’s message, they felt ashamed
for their rude and selfish behaviour. At one,

STORYTELLERSTORYTELLERSTORYTELLERSTORYTEL, .

they apolised to Guru Nanak and gave

warm welcome to Multan.

TORYTELLERS TORYTELLERSTORYTELLERS

Did you know?

Guru Nanak taught that everyone is

equal in God’s eyes, whoever they

are. This is a very important Sikh
belief. Guru Nanak taught how

important it is to be tolerant and

accept other people and their views.

Guru Nanak himself was born into

a Hindu family but he also had

many Muslim friends. In this 'story,

he shows the holy men of Multan

that there is room for everyone in

the world.
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The Story of Bhai Lalo

ne day, Guru Nanak and Mardana arrived at a town called Aimanabad. Many
of the town’s rich and high-ranking people invited Guru Nanak to eat with

them, but he always refused. Instead, he and Mardana made their way to the




SR - ‘__L,”!‘ - “Why will you not come to my feast

Fon

Every year, in October or
November, Sikhs all over
the world celebrate Guru
Nanak’s birthday with a
special festival called a gur-
purab. The most important
part of the festival is a
reading of the Sikh holy
book, the Guru Granth

RSTORYTELLERSTORYTELLERSTORYTELLERSTORYTELL

home of a poor but hard-working carpenter
called Bhai Lalo. They shared Bhai Lalo’s
simple food which he cooked himself in his
own tiny kitchen.

One day, while they were staying in
Aimanabad, Guru Nanak and Mardana
received an invitation. It came from a
wealthy man called Malik Bhago, a top gov-
ernment official. He was planning a great
feast for the most important people in the

: ,\‘tbwn, including Guru Nanak. But Guru

Nanak refused. Malik Bhago had never felt
- so insulted in his whole life.

he asked Guru Nanak, angrily, “when you
are happy to eat this poor carpenter’s

‘ food?”

TORYTELLERSTORYTELLERSTORYTELLERSTORYTELLERSTORYTELLERSTORYTELLERSTORYTELL

Did you know?

Sahib (see picture), all the way through. There is also a service in the gurdwara, a place
where Sikhs meet to worship (see page 16), and a street procession. The Guru Granth
Sahib is carried through the streets, on a beautifully decorated throne.

TIALXIOLSTATIALXIOLSHATIALXIOLSIATIALAIOLGIH
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To make Malik Bhago understand,
Guru Nanak took two pieces of bread in his
hands. One was rough, coarse bread from
Bhai Lalo’s house. One was fine, seasoned
bread from Malik Bhago’s kitchen. Guru
Nanak squeezed both of his hands. From
Bhai Lalo’s bread came drops of milk. But
from Malik Bhago’s bread trickled drops of
blood.

“You see, Malik Bhago, wh)f I prefer
Bhai Lalo’s food to yours,” said Guru
Nanak. “Your bread tastes good but it is
earned by being cruel and greedy. Bhai
Lalo’s bread may be simple but it is earned
by honest and truthful living, and so it
tastes as sweet as milk and honey.”

Then Malik Bhago understood.

13
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The Emperor and the Langar
- .

STORYTELLERSTORYTELLERSTORYTELL

Did you know?
The word langar means “the
Guru’s kitchen”. It is the meal
which Sikhs eat after attending
a service in a gurdwara (see
page 16). It is also the name of
the kitchen in which the meal
is prepared. All the members of
the gurdwara take turns to
prepare and serve the langar,
and anyone is welcome to share
it, including people who are
not Sikhs. Langar is an
important way of expressing
the Sikh belief that everyone is
equal in God’s eyes.

GAATIALAIOLSSHTIRLAIOLSIATIALA

OISTATIALAIOLSIHTTALAIOLSHATIALAIOLSIHTIALAIOLSHH

uru Amar Dai;“.ivas the third

Sikh Guru. He lived in the *

village of Goindwal on the

banks of the River Beas. Here
Guru Amar Das spent his days preaching and
in prayer and meditation. He also set up a
langar, or kitchen, where everyone could sit
and eat together, men and women, rich and
poor, to show that all were equal in God’s eyes.

One day, the Emperor of India, the great

Akbar himself, decided to pay the Guru a visit.
Now Akbar was a Muslim but he was also a
wise and just ruler who treated all religions
with respect. He was eager to visit Guru Amar
Das and learn more about the Sikhs. He sent a
message to the Guru to tell him that he was on
his way. The news sent a stir through the
village. The emperor was coming! However
would they welcome such an important visitor?
Everyone had a different idea.




m’

4 B
- "I.,

Guru Amar Das listened to what they had ~
to say and thought about it carefully. Then he '
told the people,

“There will be no special welcome for

Emperor Akbar. Even though he is the house. Instead, he was taken to the langar and
emperor, he is also a human being like asked to sit on the floor with the other guests.
everyone else and all human beings are equal Akbar was happy to do as he was asked. He
in God’s eyes. Anyone, no matter who they took his place on the floor and shared the
are, should be welcomed with the same same food as everyone else.
kindness and hospitality, be they emperors The meal that day was very plain and
or beggars.” simple, just some bread, rice and lentils. But,
So this is what happened. When Akbar to the emperor; it tasted like a feast. He
arrived in the village, he was not met by a enjoyed every mouthful. p- 15
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A gurdwara is a place where
Sikhs meet to worship. The
word gurdwara means “the
house of the Guru”. It does
not have to be a special
building. Any place that has a
copy of the Guru Granth
Sahib can be a gurdwara.
Inside there is a room for
worship. Here people say
prayers, sing hymns and listen
to readings from the holy
book. When they enter, they
remove their shoes and cover
their heads. Then they bow
in front of the Guru Granth
Sahib to show their respect.

ORYTELLERSTORYTELLERSTORY TELLERSTORYTELLERSTORY TELLERST
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When the meal was over, Akbar went to
speak to Guru Amar Das.

“You have so many people coming here
to eat,” he said. “It must be a hard job to
provide so much food. I would be happy to
help you. I will gladly give you some good,
fertile land on which to grow your crops for
langar. Please accept this gift from me.”

Politely but firmly, the Guru replied,
“You are a good, kind man, Your Majesty.
Your intentions are of the very best. But I

cannot accept your offer. God provides us

MIOLSIATIALAIOLSTATIALAIOLGIATIALAIOLGE

PATIELAIOLSIATIAL,

with plenty for the langar. Each person in
our community gives whatever is needed, as
much or as little as they can spare. That is
their duty and responsibility. In this way, we
all play our part and take our share.”

The emperor was greatly impressed by
the Guru’s words. But still he wanted to
help. So he gave a grant of some land to the
Guru’s daughter for her to put to good use
instead. Then he went away from Goindwal,
filled with respect for the Guru’s teachings.



The Story of Guru Ram Dss

here was once a man who lived

in Lahore whose name was

Jetha, which means “first

born”. One day, he joined a
group of people travelling to Goindwal to
visit Guru Amar Das. Jetha was so
impressed by the Guru’s teachings that he
stayed behind to serve him. He was famous
for his great humility and did not change a
bit, even when he married the Guru’s
daughter.

One day, Guru Amar Das decided to
build a well with steps leading down to it so
that people could easily reach the water.
Jetha volunteered to help with the work.
Some people laughed at him. It was not fit-
ting for the Guru’s son-in-law to work as a
common labourer, they said. But Jetha took
no notice of them.

Now Guru Amar Das was a very old
man and the time came to choose his suc-
cessor. But which of his two sons-in-law
should he choose to become Guru after
him? He decided to set them a test.

“I want each of you to build a platform”
he told them, “according to my instruc-
tions.”

The two men set to work. When they
had finished, the Guru inspected the plat-
forms very carefully.

“These are no good,” the Guru said.
“Knock them down and start again.”

The two men began again. But still their
efforts did not please the Guru.

“Take them down and start again,” he
said. p
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Did you know?

Guru Ram Das decided that the Sikhs should have a city which would become tﬁe

centre of their religion. This city became known as Amritsar, in Punjab, norther
When Guru Ram Das died, his son, Guru Arjan, carried on the building of 2
He built a beautiful gurdwara in the mlddle of the lalee Thls is called the Harir

AL AYOISTALAIOLSHATIALRIOLSIAT]
The fourth time this happened, the elder

son-in-law decided enough was enough.
Jetha, however, carried on. He built a
fourth, a fifth, a sixth and a seventh
platform before the Guru declared himself
happy with his work.
“I choose Jetha to be Guru after me,”
he told the people who had gathered to
,i w watch, “because he has worked very hard
e and shown great patience and devotion.”
So Jetha was given the name Ram Das,
or “God’s servant”. And, when
:ﬁm&r Das died, he became
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nce, on a hunting trip deep
in the forest, the sixth Sikh
Guru, Guru Hargobind,
saved Emperor Jahangir’s life
when a tiger leapt out to attack him. After
this, Guru Hargobind and Emperor Jahangir
became good friends. But not everyone at
the royal court was happy with than“
friendship. One of the court officials, ¢
Chandu, plotted to ge
~ One day, Jahar




Now the gate of the fortress was very narrow and
the emperor had been very clever. Jahangir thought
that the Guru would be able to take four or five
princes with him, no more. Guru Hargobind thought
quickly. He had a special cloak made for him, with
fifty-two silk tassels. When the gates opened, it was

not four or five, but all fifty-two princes who walked

out behind him, each ho]ding on to one of the tassels.

The Guru’s cloak had saved them all.
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Did you know?

Every year, in October or November,
Sikhs celebrate the festival of Divali.
They remember the time when Guru
Hargobind arrived safely back in
Amritsar after his release from prison.
Divali is the festival of lights. People
were so happy to see him that they lit
lamps in their houses to welcome him
home. Today, Sikhs celebrate with bon-

fires and fireworks. In Amritsar, the

whole of the Golden Temple is lit up.
OLS'HH'I'TH.LKHOLS‘HHTIHJ“"\HDLLS?IHTTHAL,KHOLS"?IB'IVIH.LXHOLS"IMO_LSXHT?HLKHOlSHHTIHLKﬁ
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The Merchant gnd the Five
Hundred Gold Coins

ust before he died, the eighth Sikh
Guru, Guru Har Krishan, said to
the Sikhs who were gathered
around his bedside.

“You will find my successor in Bakala,”
he said. “That is where the next Guru will
come from.”

Now Bakala was a small village in north-
west India. It was usually a quiet, sleepy
place but the Guru’s dying words caused
chaos. Suddenly, the village was filled with
people, all claiming to be the next Guru.
Many of these were greedy people who
accepted money and offerings from wealthy
devotees, when they had no right to do so.
The confusion lasted for almost a year,
without the true Guru being found. Then a

strange and curious thing happened...

A wealthy Sikh merchant called Makhan
Shah was sailing along the west coast of
India. His ship was laden down with fine

Perfumes and costly silks which he would

be able to sell for a fortune. Suddenly, a
terrible storm blew up. The wind howled
and the rain lashed down. Huge waves
tossed the ship from side to side. Makhan
Shah had never seen anything like it in all
his years of sailing. He knew that his ship
could not last for much longer. Sooner or

later, it would be smashed to pieces on the

rocks. In despair, Makhan Shah closed his

eyes and began to pray,
“Dear God, if you will save my ship,

I will give the Guru a gift of five 7
hundred gold coins for the good
of Sikhs everywhere. If only :

you will save us.”
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“Bless you, my son,” said the man, grabbing. Makhan Shah went from house to
greedily. “How clever you have been to find house but all of the gurus he visited turned

the one true Guru. Now, what else do you out to be false. Would he ever find the true
have to give me? That jacket you’re wearing ~ Guru? Just as he was beginning to give up
looks very fine.” hope, he asked an old man if there was any-

Makhan Shah left the one else he could think of who might be the
house quickly. This cer- '
tainly wasn’t the true
Guru. He was much

Guru.
“Well,” said the old man, “there is

too greedy and money-



someone. He’s a holy man called Tegh
Bahadur. He lives quietly at the edge of the
village, minding his own business. Perhaps
he is the pérson you are looking for.
Though he has never claimed to be the

”»
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em'feror arrested the Guru and cut
OE hl.ﬁ head. Slkhs remember Guru
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Makha.n Shah was ;)veljoyed

He placed the five hundred gold coins in

front of the Guru, then ran outside and F .

climbed on top of a roof.

“I have found the Guru!” he shouted at
the top of his voice. “I have found the true
Guru!”

That night there was great rejoicing in
Bakala. For Guru Har Krishan’s words had
come true. And this is how the ninth Sikh
Guru, Guru Tegh Bahadur, was found by a

merchant.
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Did you know?

This story shows how important it is
to have faith in God. Sikhs believe that
if you have faith in God, God will find
a way to help you to find out the
truth. Makhan Shah’s faith was
rewarded when God helped him to
find the true Guru from among all the

RSTOP.Y’I‘ELLE

faibe and greedy ones.
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“At last,” he cried, “I have found the irue *

25
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Guru eg]1 ahadur Thls is th
story of how he created a close-
knit band of good and pure Sikhs, which was
called the Khalsa.

One spring day, in the year 1699, Guru
Gobind Singh summoned the Sikhs from all
over India to come to the town of Anandpur.
As was their custom, a huge crowd of Sikhs
came from far and wide to celebrate the fes-
tival of Baisakhi. But this year there was a
buzz of excitement in the air and the feeling
that something extra special was about to
happen.

When all the Sikhs were gathered togeth-
er, Guru Gobind Singh stood before them,
dressed in his uniform and with his sword in
his hand. For many years, the Sikhs had
fought hard to defend their faith against their
enemies. Now Guru Gobind Singh wanted
them to be brave and ready, if need be, to
give up their lives for their beliefs. '

“It is time for us to be strong,” he told
them, brandishing his sword. “Now who will
give up his life for the Guru and for God?
Who is ready to die for his faith?”

The huge crowd fell silent. No one

Ened thém. Whatever oulﬂ they do? :

R e SRS S 4l e e
o ¥ }—,“ .'T,_ - ;;":'-‘J"‘.: e
* o] o S g !
.*:}5-,5‘1- et \.'i‘f;‘ 43
el e R

Again, the Guru repeated his question.

“Who is ready to die for his faith?” he
said. “Who will offer his head?”

Still nobody replied. A third time, the _
Guru asked his question. This time a man o
stepped forward. His name was Daya Ram. '
He made his way through the crowd to t e
Guru. ‘

“I will give up my life for the Guru a Y
for God,” he said, bravely. “You can take
head.” '
Guru Gobind Singh led Daya Ram i it
his tent. A few minutes later, there was
loud thud and the Guru came out, his s
stained with blood. The crowd gasped
horror. Some people began to leave. Ot
wanted to know what would happen n

Again, the Guru called out, “th
ready to die for his faith?”

Another man stepped out of the
and was led into the Guru’s tent. On
again, when the Guru came out, his s\
was stained with blood. Three times m
the Guru asked his questlon and
brave men came forward, until five v
teers had been led into the Guru’s tes






Then an extraordinary thing happened. Then the Guru pﬁépared a welcome cere-
yare. First they drank
sweet amrit, the water thfe, from the same
steel bowl. This showec _ﬁat they were all
fron robes, with blue sashes and saffron tur- equal. Then the Guﬂ*tf imself knelt down
and drank amrit. t e A
“These men have proved their bravery,” “I am just the « ¢ ”‘Izaemd
“The Khalsa is the Guru |

Before the crowd’s astonished eyes, the Guru mony for the ij Pyai

e led all five men out of tent, unharmed and

alive. They were wearing splendid new saf-

bans. Each carried a gleaming sword.

the Guru told the crowd. “They were ready
to die for their faith. From now on, they will
be known as the Panj Pyare - the Five
Beloved Ones. They are the first members of
the Khalsa, the pure ones, chosen by God.
Those who wish to join the Khalsa must be
pure of heart, brave of spirit and strong in

. their beliefs. But all may join, men and

- women, high born and low.”

| STORYTELLERSTORYTELLERSTORYTELLERS
Did you know?

The festival of Baisakhi takes place in

April. This is the start of the Sikh New

Year. It is also the time when many

>45'1‘&31&:{*1":2LLERSToRYTI—:LLERSTORYTELLERS

young Sikhs join the Khalsa. A special
ceremony is held in the gurdwara. It is
led by five people who stand for the
Panj Pyare. There are prayers and
readings from the Guru Granth Sahib.
The people joining kneel and drink
amrit, just as the first Khalsa members
did. More amrit is sprinkled on their
hair, eyes and hands. By taking amrit,
Sikhs accept the rules which the Guru
wanted them to follow - accepting all

Peopie as equal helpmg those who

Did you know?
When Guru Gobind Singh died, he
did not choose a human Guru to
come after him. He said that the
Guru Granth Sahib should be hisisuc-
cessor. From that time on, the Guru
Granth Sahib has been the Sikhs’ holy
book. It is a collection of hymns writ-
ten by the Gurus and by some Hindu
and Muslim holy men. The Guru
Granth Sahib is used in all Sikh wor-
ship and is treated with great care and

2 ';ERS%ORYTELSTommaLLERSTORYTESTORYTEI;LERSTORYTEL

g ?suﬁ'er injustice, serving others selflessly respect because it is believed to be the

2 f' and dedicating their lives to God.
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Baptism A ceremony at which a
person becomes a full member of
the Christian Church. Also called
Christening.

Akbar A great emperor of India
who ruled from 1556-1605. Akbar
was a Muslim but he was interested

in all religions.

AmritA special mixture of sugar

and water that is used at Sikh cere-

- _monies.

Amritsar A city in north-west
India that is special for the Sikhs. It
was founded by Guru Ram Das. Its
most important building is the
Harimandir.

AStTO]Og ers People who tell the

_tfuture from the position of the stars

and planets.

Auran g zeb The last great emper-
or of India who ruled from 1658-
1707. He was a very strict Muslim.

Baisakhi A festival when Sikhs cele-
brate the start of the New Year and
the founding of the Khalsa. It is also
the time when many young Sikhs

join the Khalsa. It falls in April.

Divali A festival when Sikhs
remember the release of Guru
Hargobind from prison. It is cele-
brated in October or November.

Gurdwarz A place where Sikhs
meet to worship. A gurdwara is any

place that contains a copy of the
Guru Granth Sahib.

Gurpurab A festival when Sikhs

of the Gurus. There is a non-stop
reading of the Guru Granth Sahib
and a street procession.

Guru Granth S3hib The Sikhs'
holy book. It is a collection of
hymns and writings by the Gurus
and other holy men.

Guru Nan3zk The first Sikh Guru
and the founder of the Sikh religion
at the end of the 15th century.

Gurus The ten great teachers of
Sikhism from 1499-1708 who
taught people how God wanted
them to live.

—

L
_Hariman dir A very important

':rl«g'm'dwara for Sikhs in Amritsar. It
is also called the Golden Temple.

Hindu Someone who follows the
Hindu religion which began in India
about 4,000 years ago.

Jahangir The Muslim emperor
who ruled India from 1605-1627.

Khalsa The name given to the
group of Sikhs who have become
full members of their faith. The

word Khalsa means "the pure ones'.

Langallr A meal eaten by Sikhs after
a service in the gurdwara. It is also
the kitchen in which the meal is
prepared.

M3ardang A Muslim musician who
accompanied Guru Nanak on his
travels.

Muslim Someone who follows the
religion of Islam which began in the

Arabia about 1,400 years ago.

Pan]' Pyare The first five members
of the Khalsa. Panj Pyare means 'the
Five Beloved Ones'.

Pun]'ab A region in north-west
India where Sikhism began.

Saf:ﬁ'on An orange—yellow colour

Sew3 Sewa means 'service', for
example, helping other people with-
out any thought of reward.

Sikhism The religion of the Sikhs.
They follow the teachings of the ten

Gurus.

Sikhs People who follow the Sikh
religion. The word Sikh means
'someone how learns'.
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Aimanabad, 12, 13
Akbar, emperor, 14 - 16
amrit, 28

Amritsar, 18, 21
Aurangzeb, emperor, 25

Baisakhi, 26, 28
Bakala, 23 - 25
Bhai Lalo, carpenter, 13

Chandu, courtier, 19

Divali, 21
Duni Chand, banker, 6 - 8

equality, 11, 14
faith in God, 25

Goindwal, 14, 16
Golden Temple
(Harimandir), 18, 21
gurdwarg, 13, 14, 16, 25
gurpurabs, 13, 25
Guru Amar Das, 14 - 18
Guru Arjan, 18
Guru Gobind Singh, 26 - 28
Guru Granth Sahib, 13, 16, 28
Guru Hargobind, 19 - 21
Guru Har Krishan, 22, 25
Guru Nanak, 4, 6 - 13
vision of God, 7
birthday of, 13
Guru Ram Dgs, 17 - 18
Gurus, 4
Guru Tegh Bahadur, 25
death of, 25
Gwalior fort, 19

Harimandir (Golden
Temple), 18, 21
Hindus, 25

Jahangir, emperor, 19 - 20

Jeths (Guru Ram Das), 17 -

18
Khalsa, 26 - 28

Lahore, 6, 17
langar, 14 - 16

Makhan shah, merchant, 22 -
25 .

Malik Bhago, official, 13

Mardang, 9 - 13

Multan, 9, 11

Muslims, 25

Panj Pyare, 28

sew3 (service), 8
Sikhs, 4, 7

tolerance, 11
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young readers to some of the most significant beliefs, values
and traditions of the world'’s six main faiths. Sikh Stories
focuses on stories about the lifes of the gurus.

T he collections of stories in the Storyteller books introduce

e eight carefully chosen stories, retold in a lively style
* beautiful watercolour illustrations throughout
fact boxes about people, places, objects and events
colour photographs
glossary of key terms
the books have been produced in close 3ssociation
with consultants from each of the six religions

The author, Anita Ganeri, has an M.A. in Indian Studies
from Cambridge University. She is 3 full-time author of children's
books, including many on comparative religion and mythology:.

The consultant, Rajinder Singh Panesar, is 3 Faith Tutor at the
Interfaith Education Centre, Bradford and also a part-time lecturer in
Sikh Studies at Huddersfield Technical College.

Titles in the series:
e Christian Stories o Sikh Stories
e Hindu Stories o Islamic Stories

Syngh Brothers T

PUBLISHERS, BOOKSELLERS & EXPORTERS H

Head Office : Bazar Mai Sewan, Near Harmandar Sahib, Amritsar-143 006. Tele : 254 5787
Showrocom : S.C.0. 223-24, City Centre, Near Guru Nanak Bhawan, Amritsar-143 001
Tele : 0183-255 0739 Telefax : 0183-254 3965
E-mail : singhbro@vsnl.com URL : www.singhbrothers.com

Jli




