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erent Members of
Lara Nanak in “islory of the [ounlry

Hazur Baba Madhsudan Singh Ji “Bedi” Gaddi Nashin Una Sahib

Eldest 5_013 Shri Jagat Guru Baba Siri Chand Ji was founder of Udasyan Sect,
who m.ade different centers of Guru Nanak’s teachings through out India, Iran,
Afghanistan, Burma, Cylone etc. with Head quarters at Hardwar.

Youngest of two Baba Lakhmi Dass, as history says and legand goes, with his
wife and son Dharam Chand bodily left for heavenly abode, in the presence of his elder
brother Siri Chand. It was Baba Siri Chand who extended his arm and brought back
his son Baba Dharam Chand; trained him spiritually, mentally, to keep up the lenial
decent of his father Guru Nanak, married him himself thereafter, who resided at Dehra
Baba Nanak. He died leaving his sons Mehar Chand and Manak Chand. Whereas,

the Ten Gurus dedicated their lives in teaching of Guru Nanak’s mission, and bringing
up masses morally and spiritually, till the tenth Guru Gobind Singh Ji, who created

the Khalsa; similarly after Manak Chand to Baba Kala Dhari did the same. Reference

from District Gazette of Hoshiarpur is worth mentioning which reads:- Bedi Kala
Dhari, a decendant of Baba Nanak, crossed over from Dera Baba Nanak, Gurdaspur,

early in the last century, and after wandering about the Jullundur Doab for some years,
finally settled down at Una, Hoshiarpur, where he attracted a crowd of followers, who
flocked to hear his eloquent desquisitions on the Granth Sahib, a book as difficult of
understanding then as in the present day. The Jaswal Raja Ram Singh made himsell
popular by granting the Bedi the revenue of seventy Ghumaons of land. Kala Dhari’s
sons scattered after his death in 1738.

Mr. Roe writes about this family :-

«Kala Dhari (the great grand father of the present Bedi), having many disciple:
at Una, migrated there from Dera Baba Nanak, and received a grant of 72 Ghumaot
from the Jaswal Raj Ram Singh. In Sambat 1860 or 1804 A.D., Raja Umc.a-d S?ng]
gave to Sahib Singh the whole of the Una tehsil, a grant confirmed by Ranjit Sing]
in Sambat 1872; about the same time he received the Nurpur Taluka from_ Sardar l.audj
Sihgh. He died in Sambat 1891 (A.D. 1834), and was succeedffl by Bikrama Singh
to whom Maharaja Sher Singh gave the Talhatti in Sambat 1898. :

Vakeel of Ahllowalla Chief, reported that Roop Lal, hearingh of apprehensin
of his brother Beli Ram, had be taken himself to Bijwara Fort, and Cha}ldh:'iya N:{th

B3 Gk~ mney Singh Man had laid sioge of she place.. IS ORSTRIBFRLE
I was prevailed upon to surrender and was put in chains by the chaudhry and t

4¢
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were ordered to bring the prisoner to Darbar. Jamadar Khusha] Sing}
ly of Roop Lal, having absconded with some treasure and othe
ht refuge with Baba Bikrama Singh in ““Una Sahib” (The town 4

Colonel. They i
,-eported that fami
property had soug
Una in Hoshiarpur).

Upa:- Una, situated in the Jaswan IZ)I%n_, 25 miles from -Hoshiarpur is th
headquarters of a tehsil and of a Police sub division. The population .of th.e town i
1881 was 4, 389, being an increase of only 10 on t!lat of 1868. It owes its ch.lf',f impo;
tance to being the residence of a branch of the Bedi family (see ‘‘Leading Families” pag
75) and was founded by Baba Kala Dhari, the ancestor of the present Bedi, and furth,
enlarged by Bedi Sahib Singh.

Kala Dhari having migrated to Una in the time of Guru Gobind Singh Ji wt
held him in great esteem where as Laj Dhari settled in Banga district Jullundur,

Baba Kala Dhari’s sons wandered around teaching Guru Nanak’s teachings,
all Baba Ajit Singh had the importance being father of Shri Hazur Baba Sahib Sin
Bedi. He went out for pilgrimage and died in 1773 at Calcutta where his Samad

still exist.

Baba Ajit Singh had three sons of which Shri Hazur Baba Sahib Singh was
very great importance to the Nation, and the Sikhs of Gurunanak, as a communi
because Guru Gobind Singh created the Khalsa, it was Baba Sahib Singh who w
responsible to give the Khalsa a kingdom as Punjab by emancipation of his mother-las
from Mughals, and placing his disciple Maharaja Ranjit Singh on the throne at Lahc
on 13.4.1801. He was born at Dera Baba Nanak and having had the spiritual teachin
at various places took ““Amrit”’ at ‘“Akal Takhat Shri Anand Pur Sahib” where he W
baptised as Khalsa. It was he who preached on to Guru Nanak, his position as s
of Guru Nanak made him the noblest; every body listened to him with respect a
considered his command as that of Guru Nanak, considering it his duty to follow t
same. He brought round 14 misals as such, on one path and created Sikh Raaj. I
did not commit the folly of placing himself on the throne as Maharaja, but as a tr
son and sevak of Guru Nanak followed his teachings, if Guru Nanak ignored his so
and placed his sevak on Gaddi, he ignored himself and family members and placed h
izs;f::&i se:zl: I\gaharaja Ranjit.Singh on throne and brought round every sik
out the MUgll:als f::me:hgj Il:ldatl;larai]a. Thls fact alone gave strength to Khalsa t? tw
from foreign yoke of Mugh:1s e:‘n ;nd II;I other words mother-land was emancipate
defence of Punjab, with the resyls " a a_tlonahst .RaJ created. He took to hunse

: » e kept his forces in forts on the borders of Punja

;lzéliin the {ivefguﬂe; L.e. top most being Fort Una (Now distriet Kangra). Fort Nurpu
(Distt. Hoshiarpur) Fort Gunachor, Fort Malsian, Fort Dakhni-Ki-Srai (Distt

Jullundur), all these forts were manned by his forces, so that motherland could remail

F _ w.N



of forclgll! yok.e, g e g ea.test cnemy, the Franques (British
¢0 attack Punjab, if they dare so, it shall be considered as ap attlS 12 o g g
Guru's son and they shall fight to the last, 40X on the Khalsa’s

called him as VNERABLE PATRIARCH (meaning by a

- : . ge father and ruler of
family or tribe—(Gazette of India Part IV 0-2 of the territories under the Ciovtr o(f) Etaii
[ndia Co.) :

Punjab :

Guru Gobind Singh fifth in succession from Hargobind, and the tanth from
Nanak, is regarded as the founder of temperal power of the Sikhs. His votaries were
nstructed by him always to bear arms, or atleast steal in one from or other about them,
ind to assume the name of Singh, or Lion, previously affected only by the Rajputs.
3y this name they are distinguished from the other sikhs or followers of Baba Nanak.
[hey ceased to have any spiritual leader. So states Forster, whose account is consistent
ind probably accurate and seems to be corroborated by Jacquement in his notice for
Amritsar—“Cette Rome do Penljan’a point do pope Burmes, however, makes mention
»f “The head of the sikhs Church”, the Bedi or Sahib Singh after the death of
Gobind Singh. '

Even S. Khushwant Singh has in his book “Ranjit Singh Maharajah of Punjab
1780-1839 at page 36 reference to Baba Sahib Singh as ““Enjoyed the status of father of

the Sikhs.”
His references in the book are as under to show his position and status being

from Guru Nanak’s family :—

Shah Zaman gave up talk of a holy war and of exterminating the Sikhs. He sent
his agent to Amritsar assuring the Sikh chiefs that their possessions would not be
distributed and asking them what they wanted. The first reply was unanimous; they
wanted nothing but that the Afghans should return to their own country and leave
them in peace in theirs, Zaman instructed his agents to try and sowdiscord among th
Sikhs. The agents approached the Sardars separately and made generous offers. Thi:
manoeuvre was more successful, Many Sardars sent their agents to Lahore where the
were received with flattering attention by the Shah. ‘I bestow this country on you fre
:ﬁ‘&m assessment. Continue to keep and cultivate it in confidence, he said grandly
Ranjit Singh also sent his representative to Zaman to negotiate for the Subendhari ¢
;fbgm Just when it seemed that Afghan diplomacy had succeeded in breaking up Sik
. g:aviow, appeared in the person of Sahib Singh Bedi who, by virtue of his de
| _ y e
cent from Guru Nanak and his age, enjoyed the status of father of the Sikhs. He pleade
_gnth the Sardars to stop negotiating with the foreign invador. They agreed to akbi




hen the Shah’s agents came again he told them on behaif of the
DR an;i w.of;mry by the sword and will preserve by the sword,” Zaman
gjkhs. “We IOOE t ‘;a‘;] to win over the Sikhs and swore he would teach them a lessop
: the p
had to give up

i an empty boast as the news writer’s repo_rt of the saljne day Stateg,
in war. This was ‘.m lways in alram on account of the Sikhs who at night approagh
Tho Shab’s c.a mp;S i‘;irz of musketry. None go out against them”’,

Balicgs Ao >een -p : between two leading Sardars was an invitation to foreign POwers

ST nZootiate with the rival factions. In the South, George Thomg,
7 wt cthe Sutlej and the French General, Perron, to whom th
3 t?j maf;d :uinoed for assistance, made it clear that his price would be g larg,
:I{izi\x:ffg; ";'anab‘ The peril produced the man. This was again Sahib Singh Bed

who had three years earlier unified the Sikhs to fight the Afghans.

The Bedi was trying to get the Sikh Chiefs of the Cis-Sutlej (The Malwa regioy
between the rivers Sutlej and the Jamuna) to unite against George. Thomas, when
heard of the conflict between the Bhangies and Ranjit Singh. He hurried nort
to Gujerat and in the name of the Guru ordered the parties to lay down their arm;
Such was the prestige of his man that the Sardars obeyed without demur. Sohan 1;
gives a graphic account of the scene., “The exalted One (RANIJIT) united his wor
from his waist and placed it on the ground before Baba Sahib Singh. Al th
Sardars did the same, For one hour the swords lay on the ground and the Sardars di
not do anything. Afterwards, the said Baba Sahib Singh tied the sword round th

waist of the Exalted One and said that within a short time all his oppponents would b
extirpated and his rule would be established throughout the country.” Ranjit Singh wa

persuaded by the Bedito leave Gujerat along. But he punished the Chief of Akalgar

who had aided with the Bhangis by capturing his fort and, on his death, annexin
his estates. '

by his d

were invested with robes of honour and confirmed in their possessions, After ceremonia
du'rbar Wwas over, Ranjit Singh and Fateh Singh Ahluwalia set out against the few
chiefs who had 1ignored the invitationg, Sialkot was captured after a three day siege

triumphant march through the region,
velcor.ned by the people wherever he went. From Ambala to Shahbad, from Shahbad

Singh, whom he had betrayed more than



Sahib Singh Bedi, who was always wont to appear when the Sikhs wer= threatened
a]_JIC disruption, exchanged turbans with the Patiala Rajah. Ranjit Singh had given
w“,h lmof that the land between the Jumna and Sutlej was under the control and
:ﬁ:j all the chiefzains of the area acknowledged his suzerainty.

On Diwali, the Maharajh called a gathering of the States Sardar. GF:nerals and
Counsellors at Amritsar; the venerable Sl.lh.ib Singh Bedi presiding, They discussed tlllle
-ampaigns of the past year and the opinion was that. although they had done well,
heir army was still not as sufficient as that of the English. o _

As the days went by, Zaman realised that there was no possibility of b.reaklnﬁ
hrouch the Sikh barricades and proceeding towards Delhi-. He gave up.talku%g of ¢
0ly war to exterminate the Sikhs and sent his agent to Amritsar to negotiate with the
; rzlars. He assured them that their possessions would be guaranteed and asked-theﬂ
he price of their co-operation. He also tried to bring disunity among tl?c chief b
laying on their jealousies and making offers of cash and Jagirs to buy their support
his manoeuvre was successful, Several chiefs sent their agents to Lahore. They wer
sceived with flattering attention by the Shah. ¢I bestow this on you free from assess
ent. Continue to keep and cultivate it in confidene,’” negotiate the Subedari of Lahor
n order to offset the moves of the other Sardars. Sahib Singh Bedi, who by virtue c
is descent from Guru Nanak was held in great esteem by the Sikhs, addressed Zaman’
nvoy on behalf of all the Sardars. “We took the country by the sword and will pre
rve it by the sword.”

After Jammu, Ranjit Singh turned his attention to Gujerat. He was constraine
 raise the siege on the intervention of Sahib Singh Bedi.

Sohan Lal gives a graphic description of the scene. “The Exalted One (Ranji
itied his sword from his waist and placed it on the ground before Baba Sahib Sing
edi). All the Sardars, Jodh Singh, Dal Singh and Sahib Singh did the same. For or
ur the swords lay on the ground and the Sardars did not say anything. Afterward
° 32id Baba Sahib Singh tied the sword round the waist of the Exalted One and saj
at within a short time all his opponents would be extirpated and his rule would ¢
ablished throughout the country.”

Ranjit Singh hesitated to assume the formal title of Maharajah, for he wished t
oid doing anything which would give the other chiefs cause to conspire against hin
adually he came to the conclusion that the advantages of investing an establishe
ftwith a legal title would outweigh the danger of arousing the hostility of the feud:
Stocracy. The move would undoubtedly be opoular with the masses, who had nc
d a ruler and a government of their own for many centuries. It would induce othe
Njabis who were not yet citizens of the new state to recognise the compulsions ¢
'8uage and a common way of life, and throw in their lot with the country. Th
lghbom'ing powers which were casting covetous glances on the Punjab would als



ea that the people of the Punjab were one people and Ranjis
he Ist of Baishakh (April 12) 1801, Sahib Singh Bedi doubge

ow accustomed to the id
on. A royal salute was fired from the fort. In the

Singh was their ruler. On't

+ Singh’ ' affr
iit Singh’s forehead with saf : ; .
ﬁ'ta:[-'l:looﬂ %he young Maharajah rode on his elephant, showering gold and silver ¢ojp

on jubilant crowds of his subjects, In the evening. all the homes of the city were

illuminated.

Late Principal Teja Singh M.A., Ex Principal of Khalsa College, Amritsar writeg
about Shri Hazur Baba Sahib Singh as under :—

«Baba Sahib Singh was one of the greatest figures in Sikh History, a moulder of
the Sikh Nation, especially in the bey-days of Sikh kingdom, in the building of which
he had a great band. But for him and his able guidence, even the great Maharaja would
achieved those heights which made him shine in the darkest days of Indian

not have
History.”
RELIGIOUS WARS FOUGHT BY BABA SAHIB SINGH BEDI
1794 — Malerkotla War
1798 — Raikot War.

He remained in Malerkotla, Raikot area with Head Quarters at Mansorran fo
over seven years to protect the Sikh and Hindus alike from Mughal rulers true his thir
battle against George Thomas at Ludhiana. When he won took possessions of fort an

whole town was alluminated.
Baba Sahib Singh died in 1834 and was succeeded by Baba Bikrama Singh h
youngest son. You will find references about him as under :—

(i) Note in Punjab chiefs says.-

“Bi.shan Singh migratf:d tf) Malsian in Jullundur Doab and Bikrama Singh thir
son of Sh'rl Hazur Baba Sahib Singh succeeded his father in bulk of the acquired propert
an.d on .hfrn also descended the spiritual and mental as representative of Baba Nanal
His position was recognised at Lahore.”

But things changed with advent of British, who had grounds for believing i

3;1;;’:2331%:; ;lSI?Yﬁ{lty, Fire arms were found concealed in his garden, and othe
British fOI'l;liS lo a‘;' o e oo, ebel. He. refuséd fa accept any Jagirs frof
Jallundur Doab’yinlthZ(;;t]};:mf 'Then came the local rising *Insnestion Movement ¢
e ke - .d1 Blk-f'ama Singh threw whatever weight he had into th

ent. Finding rebellion having been put down sopedily. h = all hast
crossed Beas; and joined the Sikh forces of Sher Singh ppedily, he fled in

Bikrama Singh always sided with his country men as such be suffered ‘“propert

sonfisc
Yan Si:"g; :grgh I:llllllesd' down, and remained in exite for rest of his life, On the othe
ingh the other representative of the time sided with British &

-



is written in families of Chiefs “Duyri
. i urin }
Khem Singh remained fajthfy] to thf g‘e rebellion of 1848

-49 .
the rebbells.” arbar (British) whi Sampuran Singh and

le Bikrama Singh joined

vere confiscated, all forts built by Bedi Sahib Singh 4 clear income of 5 lacs per year

: 5 long r; ;
1tt;ck otr; Slk‘l]]lsha't any tln}e, were pulled down ang he waf ;lll‘:)evl;ecsllitlejr i 4 i
it Amritsar till his death in 1862, The following letters wil] o © live in survelance
lan of Forts :- give references to his odd

F.C. No. 648. from Commissioner Trang Sutlej to G.G. No

Baba Bikrama Singh - Chief of Bedis “There can no question t
ikhpriesthood, he would gladly see his country men victorious,”’

F.C. No. 103 of 1846
Bedi Bikrama Singh —The spiritual chief of Una.,

John Lawrence’s letter No. 51, dated 17/4/1846 to Brig Wheeler CB
Commander in Jullundur Doab :

Baba Bikrama Singh of Una chief - Who is lenial descendent of Baba Nanak and
s therefore looked upon as the high priest of the sikhs.

Letter No. 170. dated 1/6/1846 from ]J. Lawrence Commissioner Jullundur to
Major H. M. Lawrence Agent to G. G.to N.W. F. P,

Bedis of Jullundur Doab who number 2000 families over whom—Baba Bikram
ingh is the chief or Guru. Baba Bikrama Singh is head of Bedis and their religious
uide.

Foreign Secret No. 983, dated 26th December, 1846 copy of memo by

Governor General.

Chief of the Bedis—Baba Bikrama Singh, a force holding power over 2000
milies in the Doab.

In letter No. 539/539 dated 28-12-54 by Secretary Go.vt. of India (Foreign Dept.)
olicy laid for dealing with the Bedi family of Baba Bikrama Singh was as under :—

«Such are the anticedents of this influenced fami!y which has been redv;cedbto
yverty,—representative of this family should be sofar raised above poverty to be able

) lead a life of dependence on British Govt.” £
Secret No. 112, dated 30th December.l9 ; sk

3 . From Sikh Darbar) after compliments. Khalsa look to you
o and as you are their Guru. Send orders

m
r assistance and are ready to obey your €0
) Patiala Rajah to side with us.

99 D/-7/5/1846:
hat as head of the

§5
Tt o o — 1071



Secret No. 219-A. dated 30th Decembel_', 1948. _ :
nces of the Bedi having joined the insurrection will have e

ircumsta
The circ ikhs in the Doab. You find reference aboyt him

t. No doubt, on all the s :
e dom Fighters’ by Kirpal Singh as under :—

in “The Pioneer Free
BABA BIKRAMA SINGH BEDI
ving son Bedi Sujjan Singh was restored 81 ghumaon of land apq4

His only survi
is only na, with a pension of Rs. 2400/- per year (later converted jpg,

demolished fort of U ' | |
J;fgir). He died in 1921 and was succeeded by Tikka Ram Kishan but the Jagir gy

confiscated for the reason that family had lost all influences, he died in 1938 and wy,
suceeeded by his son Baba Devinder Singh who died in 1962, and at present Babg
Madhusudan Singh Bedi. The family after the death of Baba Bikrama Singh during
British regime remained closely watched and suspected, punished morally; in the present
days of Nationalist Govt. Baba Madhusudan Singh has brought this family to position
again. He is doing what his forefathers did—preach on to Him, as Guru Nanak diq.
Keep contact with masses and bring them over a path of oneness, as was shown by
Guru Nanak and put in practice by Baba Sahib Singh, who created Sikh Raaj, by
emancipating motherland from Mughal rulers of the Nation. He has started celebrating
Birth Anniversary of Guru Nanak, Guru Gobind Singh and Baba Sahib Singh at Una
later being held ona large scale in March every year. He has created centers aE
Mansuran in Malwa, at Dakhan, Malsian, Gunachor (in Distt. Jullundur) in Doaba,

where congregation are held every month, and Guru Nanak’s teachings are preached.
New buildings are coming up at these places to complete ‘Asharams’ of Guru Nanak.
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Statement about ownership and other particulars about newspaper (AJUNI)
to be published in the first issue every year after last day of February.

FORM 1V
(See Rule 8)
 § Place of publication LUDHIANA
9 Periodicity of its publication. MONTHLY
3, Printer’s Name Baba Madhusudan Singh Bedi
Indian

(whether citizen of India 7)

(if foreigner, state the country of origin) No
(Address) Village & P, O. Mansuran

4,  Publisher’s Name Baba Madhusudan Singh Bedi

(whether citizen of India?) INDIAN

(1f foreigner, state the country of origin) No
Village & P.O, :Mansuran

Address
5. Editor’s Name S.-Sewa Singh Maan Gyani
(whether citizen of India) INDIAN
(If foreigner, state the country of origin) No
Address Village and P, O.: Mansuran

6. Names and addresses of individuals Baba Madhusudan Singh Bedi Gaddi-
who own the newspapar and part- Nashin Baba Sahib Singh Bedi Una,
ners or shareholders holding more Village & P.O.: Mamsuran,

than one per cent of the total
capital,

I .
t, Baba Madhusudan Singh, hereby declare that the particulars given above are
fue to the best of my knowledge and belief,

Signatnre of Publishe

Dated 2221971 Madhusudan Singh
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