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~ GURU NANAK

The -"-Mf' thing that strikes a visitor to Sind from the Deccan, after he had
sed the difference in the physical geography, is the gulf between the Hindus of
and the Hindus of Maharashtra. There was an old Gree

k proverb that said,
»hias arche, kurio phobos’ or the fear of one’s lord is the

: . . beginning of wisdom.
That may have worked well in Hellas, but in India independent enquiries will prove
re valuable. If my visitor then begins to probe the matter, he will find that the

bulk of the so called Hindus are not orthodox worshippers of the Hindu Triad, but
disciples of Nanak Shah. The next stage of enquiry is for the visitor to find one who
was Mﬂah and in this chapter I propose to save him further trouble by giving
a ﬁutﬁ;th of that much-revered spiritual leader.

In the month of November, A.D, 1469, Nanak was
.ndu:d’tmet of Lahore. His parents were Kalu the village accountant and Tripta
ﬁ*mm. Nanak is said to have been born laughing or, to use his
~ mother’s phrase, his first ery was, ‘as the laughing voice of a wise man joining a
¢ mm Many tales are told of his precocious intelligence, but although he
mmm knowledge, he soon abandoned worldly studies, telling his
s¢ mas Eﬁ your accomplishments I prefer the study of divine knowledge.’
.ﬂ another religious reformer, betook himself to the woods and
eachings of the sages and anchorities, who had sought shelter there
secutien. From them he lcarnt great deal; and at fourteen his
m than that of other boys of his age. It was however, time for
arriec - Sulakhani, the daughter of one Mula, aresident of
ct. She bore him in due course two sons, Shri Chand

“-s:irl;mf' dal e 500 '
o see his son settled in life and after great difficulty
keeper. He gave Nanak money with which to buy,

born in Talwandi in the







‘He is the greatest of the great and great is His word, men depart in their pride,
“I have mn]tgd the four Vedas, but their writings find not God’s limits.

] ilted the four books of the Musulmans, but God's work is not

deuilpd in them. it
q. Nmk. say. that man shall be true to his faith, if ho fear God and do good
wm'h-

From upg?,Nanak moved to Medina and from Medina to Baghdad. There he
shontqd M“n to prayer with great vehemence, but substituted werds of his own for

the words Mahomed al rasul Allah (Mahomed is the prophet of God), Nanak’s
apparent fervour drew the attention of the high priest of Baghdad, who asked him to

what sect he belonged. Nanak replied,

I have appeared in this age to indicate the way unto men,

1 reject all sects and only know one God, whom I recognize in the earth, the
heavens and in all dire_g:tions.’

The high priest was enraged at what he deemed heresy and would have laid hands

u-;&vuymou fakir” Nanak however managed to escape and returned to
lﬂkw the Persian Gulf, After a short stay in Multan, he and Mardana
settled at Kartarpur.

There the faithful Mardana fell ill and died. He had .been a Musulman, so the
: Mﬂ m m ﬁm isposal .of his body. Nanak held that as Mardana had
or one ly learned) and knew God, he had become the equal of a

rahman ﬁlllﬂ Mardana’s death his body was consigned to the River Ravi.
e deat] g'f 1'18 Gld }}enchpan, Nanak appointed his son Shahzada to act as
is fathe iglﬁﬁﬂ,@ut the shock of Mardana’s death proved too much for

m Whhlg frtend and disciple. Among the more intimate
: ”R,‘a?“? ,Lahna, a converted priest of Durga. To him
) mr. qavc his ppu'nual succession, naming him Angad
e Pnli?d over his two sons, who had rebelled against
: tpal soverclgnty over. the head of Angad and_
'-'lfleﬁ‘th a quarrel arose between His Hindu
d numerous dxsc:ples from Islam) as to
‘ the latter to bury it. Nanal:_
;M?? flowers on my right and the
nd fre: tomorrowmormnxm
put on eaehsideofhm,

. ~ Next morning. "%mg ;







Mmlk as born in the Province which the
there was no God. and Is! ‘:’ he was brought up under the shadow of the monotheism
between Hindlmﬁd he taught that there was one Gog But that God was neither
o B ::*.mgdan nor of the Hindu’ but the Gog of the Universe, of all
e s tho religious. The burthern of hig teaching, wag,
mankind, and W‘“m” He rejected the wisdom of the Scribes and the mint and
and no Mnmf the Pharisees, and taught that salvation lay ip repentance and
anise and cummin o conduct. He believed in transmigration, but held that the
in pure and mtwn:m urifications, and that at last the soul cleanged from its sin
successive stages were uakl: r. He did not despise or attack the Hindu and Muhap.
weat to dwell *'Fhl:.held', indeed, that they too had been sent from God, but he
madan w S ey ireligion; embracing all that was best in both, but purged

preached a higher had been allowed in either, because of the hardness of men’s

from much of evil that If a prophet, but he claimed neither direct inspiration nor
heart’s. He declared :fsemmbed no caste rules er ceremonial observances, and
miraculous powetsm a:unnecﬁs“y and even harmful. but he made no violent
indeed comlemma(}i ted on no alteration in existing civil and social institutions,

attack on them, he insis the doctrine of the equality of all men in the sight of God to
and was content to leave followers. He respected the Hindu veneration of the cow
work in the minds of his fo & ;f the hog, but recommended as a_higher rule than
and the Mﬁhmmdaa abhomnﬂesﬁ. In short he attacked aothing, he condemned
giNG, il ﬂsriﬁneﬂﬁ’c f:;;m en’s minds from the shadow to the substanee, to

: My bt b :" be:]t in the religion of each, and was content to leave to
glorify what Mﬁgm g "the' outward and visible signs to which each wa:

en, ~Jitv SN a bl to their hearts the inward and spiritua

s W’ w g bﬂnﬁh e ceal aad obstruct but could not whoelly

b th ;Wﬁarm e b

IR v b

Riu  RATh L AR SR . fgh . ak

ol mfw Sikhl-srm—Guru Nan

Slt Mnhammad Iqbat «disciple”. The name

u]eamet" | ikh faith in
xa," ummw o founder of the Sikh
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despotism
Wg‘aﬁst the spiritual Eia
ens of the caste system

31 it

n formed the border land

“there is no Hindu
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exaggeration of Hindu ritual. It aimed at teaching social equality and universa|
brotherhood. abolishing sectarianism and = denouncing superstition. Nanak, the
3 founder of the creed, was born of Khatri parentage in 1469 at Talwandi (now called
after him Nankana), a small town not far from Lahore. He did not receive much
school education, yet he was from his early youth given to ‘meditation and original
thinkipg, and was, like the Arabian prophet. gifted by naturejwith streng common
sense. He showed an aversion to all sorts of worldly pursuits and it was with some
difficulty that he was persuaded by his father to go to Sultanpur (at present in the
Kapurthala state) to enter the private service of Nawab Dawlat Khan Lodhi, the
governor of the province. The Nawab appointed him storckeeper to his bousehold,
and he performed his offical duties for several years to the satisfaction of his employer,
In his leisure hours he retired to the jungles for meditation, and tradition says that in
one of these devotional excursions he was taken in a vision to the Divine Presence and
there received his mission to preach to the world that “there is but one God whose
name is True, the Creator, devoid of fear and eamity, immortal, unborn, self-existant,
great and bountiful”. Nanak now left tke service of the Nawab and secame (at the
age of 30) a public preacher, He began a series of tours in the course of which he
‘visited all parts of India, particularly the sacred places of the Hindus and shrines of
Muslim saints. Wherever he went he held controversies with priests and shaikhs,
demonstrated the futility of their belief in dogmas and rituals, and taught the necessity

of self-denial, morality and truth. He is also said to have travelled through Persia
and to have visited Mecca and Baghdad. In Persia and Afghanistan he gained
converts and even established dioceses, (Mandjis), notably at Bushahr and Kabul
WMMQMQW Nanak, p. 73). It is not stated, however, whether he

il poate Mhﬂm;bmbleap mch to the people of these Islamic

: oo &l’m;akhinn that Nanak studied Persian
logy ‘lﬂﬂl m Saiyid Hasan have been rejected by the modern Hindu
g , 2 -.orthem, «aeems to be an effort on the part of 2
!Smtms. to 'the teachings of
ik.'mmi’ 9). Macauliffe, however, i
lar™ (The Slkh Religion, i. 15)-

ed from far and Wld‘
arge number of disciples
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