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Krishna="black”. >This mame 6cturs.in"
the Rig-veda,-but= Wlthout" any relatiom le the
great diety of later times.  The” earliest mention
of Krishna, the son of Devaki, is in the
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Chhandogya Upnished, where he appears as
a scholar. There was a. Rishi of the name  who
was a son of Viswaka; There was alsoa’'great
Asura .so, namad; who .with 10,000 fdllowers
committed fearful devastation until he was
defeated -and skinned by [ndra. In an other Vedic
hymn 50,000 Krishnas- are said to. Have : been
slain, and it is added, in another- that his
pregnant . wives. “were slain with him that he
adght  leave-no posterity. This is supposed ito
have reference to the Rakhshas or the darkcoloured
aboriginies of India.

The modern, diety. K‘rishna’......'.'ljrobably
lived in the Epic age......He appeares promipently
in thé Maha-bharta, whete his character is invested
with a certain degree of mysticism....s5...0000a.

The zeputed, guthor (of Mahabhgria) was
Krishna™ Dwaipayna,- the Vyasa, or arranger of
the Vedas.......... Krishma Dwaipayai -Vyasa'is
n:Qt only the  author of-the poem, but the source
from whom the chief actors sprung.

The date of the Mahabharta is very
uncertain, and is. at best a matter of Lonjecture
and “deduction............Weber shows that the
Mahabhiarta was Known to Dion Chrysostoni in
second half of the; first century A.I): and as
Magasthenes, who was-in India 3I5 -B. C. says
riothing abott the Epic, Weber’s hypothesis is
that the date of Mala-bharata is between the two.
Frofessor Williams believes that "the earliest or
pre-Brahmnical composition of both epics took
place at a period not later than the fifth ‘celitury
B. C."but that "the first orderly completion of
the two poems in their Brahmanised form may
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